by CHRIS FREIMOND

Political Correspondent
CAPE TOWN. — The presi-
dent of the World Alliance of
Reformed Churches, Dr Al-
lan Boesak, was the main
speaker at the national
launch of the United Demo-
cratic Front in Cape Town at
the weekend. Here is an edit-
ed version of his address.

“We have arrived at an his-
toric moment. We have
brought together under the
aegis of the United Demo-
cratic Front the broadest and
most significant coalition of
groups and organisations
struggling against apartheid,
racism and injustice since
the early 1950s.

“We are here to say that
the Government’s constitu-
tional proposals are inad-
equate and that they do not
express the will of the vast
majority of South Africa’s
people.

“But more than that, we
are to say that what we are
working for is one, undivided
South Africa which will be-
long to all of its people, an
open democracy from which
no single South African will
be excluded.

“In recent weeks people
have asked me with greater
urgency than before: ‘Why do
you not see the positive side
of apartheid?

“Now when you are white,
your children’s education is
guaranteed and paid for by
the State; when your job is
secure and blacks are pre-
vented from being too much
competition; when your
home has never been taken

| away and the citizenship of

the country of your birth is
not in danger; when your
children don’t have to die of
hunger and malnutrition and
when your ovey-privileged
position is guaranteed by se-
curity laws and the best

Nothing’s positive in

apartheid, says Boesak

equipped army on the conti-
nent — then I can understand
why some people believe that
apartheid has its positive
side.

“But for those of us who
are black and who suffer un-
der this system, there is no
positive side. How can we see
something positive in a sys-
tem which is built on oppres-
sion, injustice and
exploitation?

“What is positive about a
system which destroys, sys-
tematically and by design,
the human dignity of people.

“How can apartheid be

ositive when in the name of

hristianity it spawns poli-
cies which cause little child-
ren to die of hunger and mal-
nutrition, which break u
black familiy life, which spell
out a continuous hopeless
death for millions of black
people?

“But we must also ask the
question: What is positive
about the Government’s con-
stitutional proposals?

“In order that there should
be no misunderstanding, let
me repeat the reasons why
we reject these proposals.

“Racism, so embedded in
South African society, is once
again written into th
constitution. 5

“All the basic laws, those
laws which are the very pil-
lars of apartheid — mixed
marriages, group areas, ra-
cial classification, separate
and unequal education — re-
main untouched and
unchanged.
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From the files of the
Rand Daily Mail
70 YEARS AGO
August 22, 1913

A POLL was taken in Cape
Town today to decide whe-
ther a railway up Table
Mountain should be con-
structed or not. The majority
in favour was 1725.

50 YEARS AGO
August 22, 1933
A PROPOSAL to remove
250 000 Jews from Germany
and settle them in Palestine
and other countries will be
made at the 18th Zionist Con-

gress which opens in Praﬁeg

today. q

25 YEARS A

August 22, 1958
MR CR SWART, the Minis-
ter of Justice, has the support
of most members of the Cabi-
net for the leadership of the
National Party when Mr J G
Strijdom resigns.
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THE BIBLE

“The unfolding of thy words
gives light; it imparts under-
standing to the simple.”
Psalm 119:130

RSV

“The homelands policy,
which is surely the most im-
moral and objectionable as-
pect of the apartheid policies
of the Government, forms the
basis of the wilful exclusion
of 80% of our nation from the
new political deal.

“Clearly the "oppression
will continue, the brutal
break up of family life will
not end. The apartheid line is
not at all abolished.

“So while the proposals
may mean something for
those middle class blacks
who think that the improve-
ment of their own economic
position is the highest good, it
will not bring ang‘significant
changes to the life of those
who have no rights at all, who
must languish in the poverty
and utter destitution of the
homelands, and who are for-
bidden by law to live togeth-
er as families in what is
called ‘white South Africa’.

“To be sure, the new pro-

als will make apartheid
ess blatant in some ways. It
will be modernised and
streamlined, and in its new
multi-coloured cloak it will
be less conspicuous and less
offensive to some.

“Nonetheless it will still be
there. And we must remem-
ber, apartheid is a thoroughly
evil system and as such it
cannot be modified, moder-
nised or streamlined ...

“We shall not be satisfied
as long as those who rule us
are not inspired by justice,
but dictated by fear, greed
and racialism.

“We shall not be satisfied
until South Africa is once
again one undivided country,
a democracy where there
shall be meaningful partici-
pation in a democratic pro-
cess of a government for all
our people.

“We must turn to one other
important question, namely
the question of whites and
blacks working together.

“This has been mentioned
as a reason why the UDF has
been so severely attacked by
some and why they have re-
fused to give their co-
operation.

“They are saying to us that
white people cannot play a
meaningful role in the strug-
gle for justice in this country
because they are always by
definition the oppressor.
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Dr ALLAN BOESAK
Proposals inadequate

“lI would like to sayto
those who think this way 1at
I.can understand the ay
they feel. We have seen ith
our own eyes brutalisatic of
our people at the hand of
whites.

“But it is not true nat
apartheid has the suppoi of
all white people. Thereare
those who have strugled
with us, who have gon to.
jail, who have been tortred
and banned, there are tose
who have died in the strigle
for justice ...’

“The struggle is notnly
against the white goorn-
ment and their plans, butlso
against those in the lack
community whe thragh
their collaboration see to
give credibility to these xon-
stitutional) plans.

“This country is our jun-
try, and its future is nosafe

in the hands of people who
despise democracy and
trample on the rights of peo-
ple, whether they be black or
white.

“We want all our rights, we |

want them here and we want
them now. We have been
waitinF so long, we have been
struggling so long. We have
leaded, cried, petitioned too
ong now. We have been
{'ailed, exiled, killed for too
ong. Now is the time.”

The Minister of Constitu-
tional Development and
Planning, Mr Chris Heunis,
declined to comment
yesterday.

But the Leader of the Op-
position, Dr Frederik van Zyl
Slabbert, said he believed the
UDF was a “very important
and significant development”
which the Government would
ignore “at its and South Afri-
ca's peril”.
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