STATEMENT OF THE APRICAN NATIONAL CONGRE3S OF SOUTH AFRICA ON
THE QCCASION OF THR MFETING IN LUSAKA ON APRIL 1ST 1980 (F TIE
HEADS OF INDEPENDFNT STATES IN SOUTIIPRN ATRICA.

The liberation of Zimbabwe.

The great victory of the Patriotio forcee in Zimbabwe, the

forthcoming installation in office of Prime Minlster Robert Mugabe
constitute a dramatio and glorious historienl event, the climax of

a cenfury of resistance to colonialiem and fifteen years of bitter
oivil war, The people of Zimbabwe have demonsirated a high level of
political maturity by giving an almost total vote of confidence to

the national liberation movement and the guerilla forces which had
born the brunt of the ecivil and military offensive against colonialiem,
racial discrimination, white minority govermment and the rebel regime,

As we observed in our statement of March 19th, 1980s "The independence
of Zimbabwe has driven yet another mail into the coffin of decaying
colonialism and racial oppression. This has further titled and
consolidated the balance of forces in Southern Africa in favour of

the struggling masses."

The African National Congress (South Africa) wishes to take this
opportunity to expresa, on behalf of our menmbers and people, and indeed
on behalf of all the oppressed peoplee in Southern Africa our heartfelt
gratitude to the Frontline States for their generous and undeviating
support given to the Patriotic Front and the people of Zimbabwme in
their heroic strugzgle for national independence and & peoples democracy.
That victory would have been infinitely more protracted and difficult
were it not for the remarkable demonstration of intermational solic.rity
on the part of the Frontline States, Their parties, Governments and
peoples have undergone great hardshipe, leost many lives, suffered much
destruction of property at the hands of rebel trcops and racist armies
which violated their national sovereignity in repeated acts of reclleas
invasion and disregard of intermational law,

The final result has been a complete vindication of the display of
international solidarity by the Frontline States, a support given without
the hope of reward or for any self-interest motive, but only on the
basis of principle and high ideals, There are not many periocds in history
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whon it can be said without qualification that right has prevailed over
might, that truth has truimphed over untruth. The victory of the people
of Zimbabwe should be seen as a truimph not only for themselves but also
for the people of the Frontline States and all progressive manldnd,

We say all thece for gemmine reasons of admiration and gratitude to the
independent states of Africa. Having won their ocmmn battles for frecdom,
they extended the hand of friendship and provided material afd of
incalculable value to other peoples and liberation movements that have

yet to achieve independence for themselves, We are convinced that our
etrugele will also be crovmed tith suecess and we too throush unity and the
invincible determination of our people to be free will one day proclaim

a truly independent republic in which democracy based on the principle

of adult franchise without discrimination on grounds of race, colour or
tribe will prevail, VWhen that great historical moment artives, our
sacrifices and those made on our behalf by friendly states and peoples will
also receive their vindication ani reward,

White South Africa's response,

It is not to be expected that our crvenyy, the racist regime of Pretoria and
the entire Apartheid camp, should view Zimbabwe's independence under
majority rule with any degree of satisfection. There can be no agreenent
betweon the oppressed and the oppressor on such fundamental issues

as the right of nations to self-determination, democratic self=government,
equality before the lew and the abolition of man-made obatacles to
development and progrecs of any section of the population, What we, the
opprecsed people of Scuth Africa regard as a great victory for our cause
is bourd to strile fear and dismay among the oppressors.

Even at the timo of the Lancaster House TAlls and inereasingly since then,

tho recists in South Afrieca menifested a growvirg unease at a prospect of a
victory for the Patriotic Front., The govermnment press and the mass modia
commanicated this aotate of alarm in viciouws vituperation in familiar terms
against so-called "terrorists™, "communists™ and "the Marxist Mugabe",

Threata were uttered, It was said that South Afriea will not hesitate to
intervone in the event of a breakdowm of "law and order” during or after

the elections. South African truupej were stationed in Zimbabue a2 an independent

tack force or as intergrated unite within the Rhodesian rocist army. South
Africa'e armourcd cars invaded Zimbabwe and were scen along the border of
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Zamoia, Botouana arnd Hozambiquc.

Goverrment propaganda and the mass media croatod in the vwhite mincrity a
cordition bordering on mass hysterin vhen it was arncunced that tho
Patriotic forces and ZANU PF led by Robort [husmbe in particular had
achizved a resounding viotory at the polls. Asainst this boclkmround and
vnder these conditions Fl.W. Botha, the raciot Prime Minister, arnouncod
or larch 9th, 1980, that he had decided %o call a multiracial national
cenvertion to deliberate on matiers affccting Scuth Africa, Indecd ho
cxnlained that the people's victory in Zimbabue's elections hal changed
Sowih Africa‘'s strategic situation.

The cisnificant reasons for so=called "muliiracial solution™ muot bLe acen
in the wider context of South Africa™s "Total Stratey" amd plans for a
"sonotellation of Southerm African Stoates".

Total Ctratomy

This is how the South African Minister of Defence, since 1966, P,W. Notha,
the present Prime Hinister described his anproach in 1977 4o tho raging
confliets within and around South Afrien, e Vhite Paper on Dofenco

for 1977 mtated that South Africa was "today involved in a var, whethor we
wish to accept it or not", Attention was dravm to alleped consequencen of
the liberation in 1975 of Mozambicue and Anmelas the "torrorist™ antivities
of SYAPQ's PLAN in Namibia, or South Africate armed agrression ™to safopuard
her sscurity interest™ against Angolaj the alleged "intervention in the
civil war" by the Soviet Union and Cuba, the "relative proximity of Soviet
influence and military eid"™ in Southern Afrienj and the conseguent "threat
to the Republic of South Afrieca”,

This situation, according to the Minister of Defence, P.W. Botha, demands

the adoption of a "Total National Stratepy" of co-ordimated and interdspandent
activities in all fields: military, psycholopical, economic, political,
social, technoleozical, diplomatically, ideologically and culturally.

Pretoria has declared an intention ™to prevent through Wastern dinlomatic
action, the build=up of Marxist influence and military r~ower in neisbhhonring
staton", Whercas Weatern diplomacy io projoctzd as a decimive cobatacle 4o the
presence and operations of our political and military action is to bhe {alen
by South African srmy., The White Paper states that the army must be maintained
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in the state of preparedness for action within South Africa and also in
neighbouring states,

This posture is claimed to be "defensive but prepared", The armed forces are
organised to present a "credible deterrent", Much attention has been given

to "the study and implementation of counter-insurgency™. These pronouncements
are similar 4o the declared aims of other reactionary govermments that faco
the revolutionary situation of their owm making, The Vhite Paper comveys the
determination of the regime to reject demands for radical change and to recist
by force within our country and outside the growing demand for national
self-determination, a democratic government and race equality,.

'Ihﬂﬂq

The regime claima that its posture is based on the principles of noneagssression,
renounciation of territorial ambitions, peace and co~operation with neighbourdy
Behind the mask, however, the racist uutﬁurany mirtures the dangerous spirit of

agerandizement, engages in reckless adventurism and pureuves hegemonic aims,

South Africa's armed forces have mpaatadiy violated territorial sovereisnity
of her neighbours, They invaded meishbouring states and perpetrated agsrossion
against civilians and members of the mational liberation movement in Zambia,
Botswana, Angola, Nozambique and Zimbabwe, In addition to ite flagrant acts of
aggression, Pretoria engages in subversive activities meant to disctabilize
countries that accomodate refugees, politiciana, militant~ and freedom
fighteras, South Africa's acts of violence have given rise to angry protesats
from the members of the intermational ~ommnity. In reply, Pretoria, arrogantly
asserts a self=-granted right to invade atates at its owm discretion, That, in
effect, was claimed in the White Paper, It declares that South Africa was
obliged to intervemne on & limited scale in Anpgola 4o "eafeguard hor cecurity
interest™; "responded ¢o a call for protection by the workers at the
hydro=-electric scheme of Rua Cana on the Kunene River, extended its intervention
to deflect the events of the Angelan eivil war to the north border of Sputh
Weat Africa and to inhibit SWAPO's effort to capitalice on to unstable
gituation in the Southern region of Angola™,

Pretoria therefore, impudently includes independent states within its
"gecurity zone", Secondly the regime has in its owm opinion establiched a
precedent for armed aggression in defence of foreign investments, This display

of malked imperialist aggression is a standing threat to other states in the
sub=continent,
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South Africa's mailed fist hange heavily over the entire regions In terms
of the amendment to the country's Defence Act, South Africa'’n armed
forces have a legal entitlemont to operate anywhere within the republio
and also in neighbouring statas, The amendment indemnifics the government
arainet actions brought in its domestic courtn for damapges arising out

of raids, "hot pursuits™, air bombardment, and imvasion by armourcd
colums into other people's territory. If the regimes practices a meamire
of restraint in its external agsression, it doos go only beecause of
diferrcoce to intermaticnal opinion ard a fear of inveldns reoprisals,

Prcioria lmows that Apartheid cannot survive writhoud contimued large=scala
sunport from the Western powers. It depemdo on them for financial support,
-military equipment and political backing apainst opponenis throughout
Africa for Apartheid and White domination, Tho Whito Paper on Defenmco
aclnowledges thi: dependence. The govermment's foreign policy, it sayn,
endevours "{o emphasize the strategic importance of the Republic of South
Afriea, the danger of & Marxiot infiltration, and extent of the threat of
revolutionary takewover in Southern Africa’, The reason given for this
emphasis is the necessity to mobilime Western countries argainst the "build-up
of Marxist influence and military power in neighbouring states", These
atatda, according to the White Papar lack ability "to succeasfully initiate
agrrossion againot the Republic of South Africa". Some are ocaid however to
have the support of a "super power™ with capacity to wage integroted vor by
both revolutionary and conventional means,

Pretoria has appointed itself to be the custodian of "lestern humanitarian
values and passionately desires to remain the bastion" of Western=American
imperialism, ‘he West is urged to inhibit neighbouring states from
developing their defence capabilities, The regime directs iits attoolw against
the wide~range of enemiess the nmational democratic revolution, progreasive
African states, reighbouring countriesy and socialist couniries, In the
words of the White Paper, White South Africa's enemies aim ats:

(1) The expansion of Marxism through revolutions in
Southern Africas
(i1) The overthrow of White regimess

(i44) The realization by "militant African blocs™ and the
"Arab bloca"™ of the aspirations to destroy "so-called
colonialism and racialienm” and to eotablish "Pan-Africanism"j
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(iv) An indirect strategy to "unleash revolutionary
warfare in Southern Africa" by means of isolation
to force South Africa to change its domectio
policy in favcour of iho black populations

In purcuance of "Total lational Siraicsy” the atato has increaszed ito
nilitary cxpenditure from R6T million in 1961=62 to 1700 millicn in
1977=78 constituting 18% of the budget and 57 of the G.N.P. Tho Whito

Paper proposed to cxpard the permanent force of nearly 30 000 members from
175 of the total militayy establichment to a target figuro of 300, Tho
permanent force will alzo increcse its quota of Coloured and Indian wembers

and, gtep=up the recruiting of Africans Tor a Supporting Service Core
astablished in 1975, '

The demand of the "Total Matiomal Strategy"™ has led to the whitiling asway
of civil liberties even for the privileged racist minority. The atatutes
amending the Defence Act and the Civil Defence Aot introduced in 7977 have
extended the state war-time powers to existing conditions, defincd as,
"operating in defence of the republic or for the protection or supprecsion
of intermal disorder in thes Republic,

The Aots increased the period of compulecory national service from 12 to 24
monthay authorises the Defence Minister to proclaim a "State of Disaster” in
circumstances arising from the influx of refugees into the republic or any
consequences arising out of terrorism as defined in the Terroriem Act, 1967.

The regime's armed forces have grown into a monstrous octupas, spreading ite
tentacles over the entire society, sucking the economy to feed itzelf and
absorbing an increasing mumber of White youth, now even Blacks, who are
ordered to risk their lives in the defence of White privileged propertied
clasges and their internal backers, The regime has turned the Arartheid state
into its personal property, en instrumont of total tyrammy, the all powerful
manipulator for all people and rescurces on behalf of the White bourpooisie,
a rapacious capitalism, Western = American industrialists and the agents of
imperialism, The nerve centre of this manyeheaded monoter is international
finance,
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South Africa remains im liot and neo=coloninlist bridechead,

The past decade marked an important stage in the noational liberation
movement ag colonial empires toppled and dozems of opnreoooed peoples
roce to political independence,

At the came time there is need to emphasice the danger which imporiclism
and colonialiem etill precent to the newly liberated mations, and those
8%ill under foroign domination. On the African continent, tho imperialist
pouvers count on maintaining and strengthening tho colonial and raciot
bloc in the south, with South iAfrica as the main eiriking force.

Current events in the south of Africa show that South Afrien, having
become the rdchest and most developed country in Afrieca with the help
of the Western monopoly capital, has itself become an imperialist,
neo=colonialist force vie=a~vig indepondent African otateo,

The most striking aspeet of Scuth African political life in the pootetmr
period has been apartheid. The single moot recurront thome of ito

international relations has been the mobilisation of opposition internationally
againot apartheid, and the countervailing attompts of successive South

African governments to neutralise such opposition.

South African policy towarde the rest of th@ world has mainly consioted
in attempts, by various means and varying degrees of urgency, to withotand
the precoures for intermal change and %o reduce at the same timo the
disabling efforts for South Africa of hostility to apartheid, It has also
sought to maintain existing, or to create new, gainful intermational
transactions without white minority rule in South Africa being abondoned,
In & ~ense, then, South African international activity has been a little
more than the extennion of its intermal conflict = a etrugele to male the
world safe for apartheid, This fundamental linkage betwcen domestic and
external politics has novhere been more cvident than in South Africs's
relations with the rest of Africo,

Because of their domestic social policies South African movermments lhawve
been apprehonoive of political rights being pranted to Africans in the
colonies 4o the north of the Union. They feared such concessions would
encourame African natiomalists within South Africa itself, They also
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expected that the African governments which came into being as a result
of such ooncessions would be hoatile to racist-ruled South Africa, all
the moreso hecause they would be pusceptible to non-Western influences =
whioh were unfriendly to South Africa, Tius South Africa opposed
decolonieation until it beceme clear, in the late 19503, that tho process
was irrevercibley South Africa, however, contimued to support evory
enclave of colonial and settler influence and control which survived,

Indeed, the gereral sentiment which pervaded policy-domestic as woll aa
foreign = iz Pretoria's consistent antagoniem to decolonisation and radical
forces it seems to generate, The main aim behind the Africa policies of
South Africa is still to create in Africa an ideological and organisatiomal
milieu which would be favourable to white minority rule in Sounth Africa
itself, Cortimed imperial rule in Africa hol the potentiality of providing
just such a context,

At the outset, the Natiomalist govermment had hoped to be able to persuade
the imperialist powers to co=operate with South Africa in exercising control
over Africa on the basis of white supremacy, Ir lMalan had proposed an
African Charter based on four pointsg-

= Protection of +the indigenous pecples of Africa against penetration by
the peoples- <of Asia, especially India, which had repeatedly intervened
in South Africa over the treatment of the Indian minority;

= Buropean "guidance" of African development, to ensure that Africa
remained within the European arbitj

= Total suppression of communist activities (including the call for
equality);

= lo arming of Africans anywhere,

Pogition of Domination,

The correspondence between South Africa's internal eand extermal policy was
most clearly shown by Malan's statement in 1953, when negotiation over the
future of the Protectorates of Basutoland, Bechuamaland, and Swaziland, that
the Nationalist government was opposed to sugmestions that they be granted
their independence, The Union oohld not, hd said, "permit Negro states,
Bantu states, to rise within ocur borders, States which are free and
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independent and which can lay down their own poliocy in every respect.”

It vas during this same period that Halan repecatedly rejected an o
"ecaricoture™ of Nationmalist policy the notiocn of separate development which
later camo to be incorporated in the Bantuston policy.

Strijdom carried on where Malan left offe In 1955, in one of his earliest
foreipn polioy statements, he asmerted that South Africa could noty by
itself, mintain White supremacy in South Africa. There wonld have *~ o
the greatest possible co=operstion befireen various white comunitien in
Southern Africa if they wanted <o encure their cxistence in Africa, "That
ic vhat wo generally mean when we tallk about African polioy", ho naid,

During the same debatse, when the opposition pointed out that South Africa's
apartheid policies stood in the way of any agreement with the Vest,

¥r Blaar Coetzee (then Minister of Comminity Development) replied: "If we
are to give up our position of domination in order to gain the friendship
of the West, why do we really want their friendship? This question still
stande at the heart of South African foreign polioy. Put as a statement, it
malces clear that South Afrieca requires the friemdship of such other states
as can a3giot her to maintain "our position of domination®,

The thought that the imperdalist states in Africa besan to fade as the process
of decolénisation was set in motion, followed by the disapperance or dimirution
ol many of the communitios of white ocettlers in colonies "threatoned with the
grant of independence.

Tho growih of independent African community resulted in the increasing pressure
on South Africa for the abolition of apartheid = through the Organization of
African Unity, the United Hations, and intermational support for the

national liberation movements of Southern Africas Coinciding with this was
the upsurge during the fifties and early simties of the opprecsed peoplez of
Scuth Africa itoelf = mulminating in the Sharpeville and lansa shootinga,
Ultimately came the inevitable adoption of a revoluticnary strategy by the
people's organications as the only answor to the everwintensified reprocaion
of the state. From all these pressures emcorged Sonth Africa's new policies of
Bantustan or "separate development”, coupled with tho wrfolding of its
concomitant, the "outword" policy abroad.
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Verwoerd blamed the pressure of forces cutaide South Africa for the decision
of the govermnment to embark on the Bantustan experiment at all, "In tho
light of the forces to which South Africa is being subjected, there is,
howerer, no doubt as to what muat be dono in the course of time,"

The History of Dialoguae,.

South Africa today calls for dialogue with Africa = but it is to be

dialogue on her own terms, When in 1962 the Frime Minister of Nipgeria,

Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, anncunced in the Nigerian House of Representatives
that not only was he prepared to vieit South Africa, if irvited, but he

was willing 4o exchange ambassadors with Pretoria, Dr Verwoerd accused him

of provocation and said, he was no%t prepared to allow into the couniry people
whose only aim was "4o help turn the govermment away from ite policy." A
later mowe significant approach was made by the independent African States

in 1962 in the form of the Imsalm Manifestos

South Africa was openly being invited to make some gesture, howover emall,
of goodwill towards her owm non-iWhite people and the peoples of all Africa,
In October 1969, then Fereign Minister, Ir Hilgard Muller, in a passing
reference, said there was "a lot" in the manifesto whth which white South
Africa agreed, but a great deal of the document was "based on misconceptiions
and failure on the part of ite authorsz to inform themselwves of the contents
and objectives of South Africa®s policies,”

In November 1970, in an interview with the London "Sunday Telegraph"”, then
Premier Vorster made it clear that any relationahip South Africa entered
into with Black African states would be made on the basis that there was no
interference with South Africat's domeatic policy of apartheid, Me was not

even prepared to have apartheid on the agenda,

Dialogue is a weapon of the White minority goverrment of South Africa to
strensthen apartheid in South Africa, to promote the interest of apartheid
South Africa in the rest of Africa, to entrench White dominaiion and
neo=colonialism in Africa under the banner of anti-commniem,

Apartheid Resistance to Change,

The political mask of Apartheid South African strategy purports to be aimed
at winning hearts and winds of the people of South Africa. Having robbed
Africans of their matural birthricht, the »ight to patiomal eelfedetermination
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and citizenship in their own ancestral land, the regime now sceks to
recruit them to fight in protection of White man's life and property.
Since African Natiomalism, the conception of one, single, all embracing
nation is diametrically opposed to the Pretoria schemes of perpetual
subordination of Blacks, an attempt has becn made to substitute tribal
nationalism, This device is incorporated in the "lew Total Stratosy”
urder the projected three-~tier parliament = Whites, Colourcds and
Indians = which applies the familiar divido and rule mottoe. *he aim is to
gplit the Coloured and Indian peoples from the Africans, This is the
gssence of Botha's proposal to call the multi=racial Corvention which ie
a variation of a scheme ovut up by his predecessor Vorster in 1977.

In the latest version of this proposal, P.V. Botha hag surprised the

world with the anouncement, om March 9, 1980, that his govermment had
deoided to summon a conference representative of all races in our country
to "deliberate about matters affecting South Africa™. He gave as the recaocon
for this decision the fact that the election victory of President Mumbot's
ZANU=FF had changed the strategic situation of South Africa.

Does it mean that Botha and his lietemante have at last recognised the
iniquity of the colonial and racist apartheid and acknowledged the justice
of our demand for a united and democratic South Africa? Does this move
therefore represent a decision by the whito minority regime to relinquish

ite monopoly of power?

The answer to these questions was of course given by Botha himself, For, in
the same speech of March 9th, he re-affirmed his racist govermment's
opposition to the demooratic principle of one person cne vote, Mo also
pledged to maintain white minority domination, declaring that "the National
Party will defend the white man, his political rights, culture, and his
right to self=determination,"

In other words, the apartheid regime stubbornly refuses to learm theo

pimple lesson, 80 clearly demonstrated in rocemt years in MNozambiquo, Angola
end new in Zimbabwe, that it is impossiblo to leep a people in perpotual
gervitude,.
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He knows that in this situation, in order to "defend the white man
and his political righte™, it is not euffiocient to place exolusive
reliance on the "brave"™ police of Sharpeville, Soweto, and Silverton
fame, o~ on the mwehevaunted might of the racist army, which has not
halted the people's march to victory, notwithatanding that ite
exploits in Southern Africa during the past decade hove already cost
this continent more than 30 000 immocent lives in Zimbabwe alono.

The purpose of Botha's proposed conference is to imvolve the

Black people in the total strategy for the defence of Vhite minority
interesta, We the nation of the oppressed, the exploited source of
profit acoumlation, the victima of disorimination in phatioes,
labour compounds, slums are being called upon to defend the oppressor,
We are being called upon to put our stamp of approval on the

polioy mown as Apartheid which the intermationnl community condemns
as & crime apninat humanity,

We shall not betray Africa and the progressive world, We shall not
betray our herces and martyrss the menm, women, youth and children who
fell in the fight for freedom, We shall not betray the national
leaders and eapitured militanto whose release from imprisonment has
been, and contirmes to be the subject of world-=wide demands and
appeals by people from every walk of life,

The Imperialist Nature of South Africa.
Relations with her neighbours,

It is in the nature of capital that it ﬂ;_iarateu only where 4% can reap
the greatest profits in the shortest possible time, In the Southern
African region the logical area of investment and operations for
international ocapital is the Republic of Scuth Africa with its great
mineral wealthy its well developed infra=structure; its high
industrialisation, ite limit less reservoirs of semi-sidlled and highly
akilled labour and its ruthless siate machinery that ie used to maintain
labour peace and the highest rates of exploitation unhindered by
considerations of the righta of workers and the noced f£o divert profits
to social amenities for the worldng peopla,
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It can hardly be expected therefore that in a gituation vhere the

RIA's neighbours intorgrete their economico with {he South Africay ,

glarnt irvestors would be persuaded to changs the exisiing infro-clructures
in favour of the RIA's meighbours thereby reducirng their profit margins

to build infro~gtiructuores and industrialice the couniries neighbouring
South Africae. Rather they will want to contimwo a prinary citusiion
vhereby all these couniries remain suppliers of rev-naterials thot oro
orocesged in the RSA industrisl complex,

Coupled with this, the thrust of REA policy itcelf has beon to cnoure

a proving dependency by her neighbours on Seculh Africa, to malnm out of
the ROA what President Feunda hos called the ®ldngspin' in a Scutlorn
Africon constellation, This policy hac not come sbout as a recult of the
realisation thet South Africa hes to live enl develop with i%s neishbours
but rather is a contimuation of old policies that have at varicus timca
beins termed differently.

These policies have cryatalised in what ic now termed Tetel Stratesy and
forosee a South African counter=offoncive thoat is dirceted aminst her
noighbours in the ecoromic, militery, diplomatic and cultural fislds,
combining economic bribery with military sgrression, diplomatic offoncives
with cultural agzzreasion.

To understand this we have to examire the mature and volume of Sonth
African fmrestrents where these have beern undertaken in neighborrine ctates.
A review of these confirms that they have been limited to two mojor ficldes
the none=productive sector and the extenmion of infrastructures that serve
tho extractive indusiries,

South African investmenfa are rarely in fields that promote industrialisation,
which is not what her neighbours need to reduce depende: :y and promotae
develooment and welfare, South Africa is against industrialication in the
neishbouring states that would compete with her industrien as she regords

hor peirhbours as markets for her industrial production and as sourcne of
rav-gateriales, such as Zagbisn copner; Swazi iron ore; Zimbabuean ceal,

gold and chromej Angolan gold, oil, diamords ard iron cre, Botzmna's
diamords, copper and mickel, Mocambican crerpy end lesotho'a wator,
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Furthermore Scuth Africa discourages two wayg mitually bemeficial trade
with her neishbours in crder to protect her industrial prodvotcs and
improve her balance of peymenta, As the only industrial emonemy 4in
Southern Africa cghe has a favourable balance of trade with her
neishbours a5 opposed to her other expert markets and wscs protectionisot
¢lauees in her trade agreemonts,

South Africa's overall balance of trzde has been deterioratings, In the
early sixties her average anmal trade gap wao £141 million, Botween then
and now there haz been a ftaaﬂy increace of this gap which is only
balanced out by the gold boom of the early seventies ard the closing of the
lagt decede,

On the other hand the encouragement of South African inmvestmonts in
reighbouring countrios carries with it the damper, through the demand

for appropriate safeguards as repgards taxation, repartriation of profits,
guarantees in relation to mationalisation and the positicon ef expatriate
(white South African) vorlers, that the neighbeopring etotes will firetly -
be hindered from developping their owm indusiries by having to vss Scuth
African goods and services, which ies present)y common yraciice in bilateral
imrestment and eecondly, will be importinz South Africa's rocial syotem
where white South African workera and experio are on contracto that
exgclude African appremticeship whilst importing frictious attitudes into
neishbouring uuu.u’t:;iau. Thirdly South African capitnl in-poric with tho
sccompanying expertice involve economic disedvantages for the conirirdiesn
involved through the high cooct of imported white lebour = which raises
produstion costsg the ctrain on the balence of paymente through the
repatrintion of salaries and dividends end the instability cauced by a
fluctuating manpower situation (expatriate expertise) which at the same
time rotards the progression of local sldlled labours

Another conzideration arising out of dependemce on South African export
marints for primery gaods and minerals is that South Africa hergelf is
gelf-cufficient in nearly all the mincrals che needs, Hor climatio conditions
malke shlf=cufficient in all essential crrioulitural products. Dopendence on
her as an export marlet carries with i% the danger that thio murkot can be
closed off to hor neirhbourz without mich Aislocation for the “outh African
economy iteelf Ymt with dire conzequences for her maighbours, Such a
position of dependence also opnens her nafrbhovra 4o politicnl blas’mail

an? fefninsament " ‘hale sovereirnty and indemendsr-a I Tarious ways,
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Taldne into account that tho oppressed majority in South Africa is
stepping up ite liberatien strugpgle with the support of the CAU

member states and progreceive soctiono of the inlerwvational conmmrdty
it ir worth notinmg that thove wlo fommilato policy in South Africa,

in congidering the survivel of the oysten, rocotmend thats "I tho
ROA were 4o cxperience real lhardchips oz a reocult of sanclicns hwowever,
the courntry will cbhviously put the interecsta of its om pecple adovo
thoze of meighbouring countrica eeee Th2 holf million foreipm worlers
for instonco would be sent home eeeee the ROA certzinly would not
ghare the limited stocks of fuel with neighbouring black staten,
Produotion of mamfactured goods with a sissble importod contont wounld
prosunably be out to sudt Scuth Africa's internel ncode at the ozxpense
of notential users elsevhere in the ropion.”

This enonomio vooition of South Africa vis-a~viz her neiglbovrs io
reinforced by military, diplomatic and propesands measuros. The regular
threats and aots of aggrecsion that cmanate from Pretoria are coordinated
with {these economic measutes thot ere interded eventually %o place South
Africn in & position of tolal dominmation of lhe rezion and control of largo
excan of the African continent,

The agression perpetrated against neighbouring countries has pointedly
govght to oripple them ecomomically, not ouly %o discourage fhem from
supporting 4l» pational liberation movemerndt of the African poople hut alse
to force them %o oubmit to South African dombinanco,

South African imperialism, which is a progony of British dmperdialism

hi.3 outerown its baby shoes, becoming of 2o and assuming its own dymamic
both in conjunction anml in competition with other major imperialist poucrs.
The development of momopoly capital az the prime mover in the South
African economy is oreatins a military=indusirial complex that necds
markets to conguer, With the greater amalpamation of "Frglish”, "Afrilkaanc™
ard Teoreign eapital, monopoly corporations ard the military caltoblishment
have created an alliance &t the summit of otade power erd ovolved a defenoive
atratasy that is operative through outwned ezpension. The rosult hac been
croving preooure on the Scouth African govermmont to initinte a Cormmon
Iarlnt of Seuthern Africa = to include countries as far aficld ao Zaire,
The late Varwoerd woo the firct 4o emunciate the idea s far back an 1963
ollomd hy the then Mindster of Dsoromic Affairs, Jan [Mal, in 1905 when
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opening a conference on ™A Common Market in Africa = as marketing
concept,” He advocated linke similar to thome existing between Scuth
Africa and her Reserves (Bantustans) and the former High Commission
Territories to be extended to other African countries,

These ideas have gince been constantly elaborated, In 1967 by

Eschel Rhoodie, then a senior diplomat, in his bool, "The Third Africa"j
in 1969 in a sindy commiseioned by the Universcity of Protoria on the
feagibility of tha projecty in 1970 by a corforenmce held ~t Victorin
Falle, Since then various South African politicians apd industrinlicts

* including Vorster, have expounded and explored the iden,

Botha's Constellation comes as a crystallisation of the idea, & coming of
maturity ir the light of the change in the balance of forces witiun the
South African syotem iteelf and in the region,

In 1968 i% was crudely stated that "ocur economic ard political objectives
in Southern Africa are to harness all natural and human resocurces from
Table Mountain to the border of the Congo River ese Covnirdies lile
Bhodesia, Malawl, Portuguese East Africa, will be amicably persuaded to
adopt the Rand as their currency es«s There is alrecady a Reosources FPlanning
Council for Southerm Africa which has Yo investipgate and advise all
countries in Southern Africa to avoldd dupllication of certain indusiries,
which duplication could lead %o extravagance and umnnscessary commetition
between countries, Hember countries of the Common Marlet could ccmplement
one another, For example, the Republic of South Africa could marufacture
machinery, chemicals, amd electrical appliances = while the Troanslmi could
produce Jjute, Swaziland sugar, Botswann beef and Lesotho wntez,”

In 1978 it was said with more refinement that: "Tiratly Somth Africa will
have to dhow a greater awareness of post=colonial regquirements such as to
adopt a greater African posture than at present esee South Africa chould
contime 4o show her willinsmess {o seek rapprochment with Africa with a
view to cooperation and such approaches should not be made from a position
of wealmess but from a position of military and economic strenghh seee

It im well known that if an association is to be mtually beneficial it
has to be entered into on the basis of equality, emsuring that 1B is
complimentary. Association as offered by Botha in a constellation of
Southern African states is obvious ¥y lopsided, It serves three basic
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functions: to create markets for South Africa's mrmfactured moods and
capital exports; to create buffer comes of cconomically depencent otates
around her after failing to maintain buffers through the military optiong
to present an image to the world of a South Africa in the proceus of
progrocsive evolution which would erhance the chances of hostility arainst
apartheid being reduced or neutralised and fecilitating capital exports

to South Africa couplod with breaking out of the growing isolation that is
being imposed on South Africa for her policles,

These orc cconomic, military and diplomatic considerations serving tho
interects osolely of South Africa.

General Magmus Malan, Chief of the SATF saym: "Theme are those who cee only
two basic points of views: on the one cide var, on the other peace, I do
not subscribe to ouch a simplistic view, Ther= is mo such thing as toial
peaco at any given time, A mature or devoloped state must approach such
matters from a basis of complete strategys This entails & united and
collective effort which includes dipleomacy, politics, economics, industry,
local authorities, the military,

None can plan and go ite own way independently. There must be
coordination,

It is therefore no accident or comversion on Potha's part that he

should propose constellation as foreign policy, convention as inlermal
policy and threats of aggression outwardly with inereased reprosoion
imtrardly.

Towards the poople's govermment,

thite Scuth Africa relies on military power and an advanced induatrial
economy 4o impose its will on neighbouring countries amd othor rooples

on the continent. The govermment of indepordent otates in the region
recognisa that unbaloanced development is o threat %o political freedom,
They have therefore talmn collective cction to promote self-reliamce, social
nrosrocs and ecconomio independence, Savéntuﬁn statoa gimed a Tecloration
of Intent in March 1978 in vhich they aeffirm a commitmant” 4o the priuciple
of eziablishing a Prefercntial Trade Arca for Iastern exd Sou ¥iown Alfrican
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S4ates as a firmt and major step towards the creation of an effective
common meriket”,

The members of the proposed FTA recopmized the "unicque situation” of
Botewena, lesotho and Swazilend which by reasons of history and geography
have been integrated into a Customs Union with South Africa. Together
with Mozarbique they supoly migrant worlers 4o the South African

economy. The supplier eountries agreefl at a subercgional corforonce in
1978 to harmonise their policies with a view to creatings domestic
employment opportunities ir substitution for the exlternal migration of
workers, Southern Africa Labour Commiosion comprising the suvpplier

atates wags fornoi in Jamuary 1.93U.‘ﬁnm*ui::.ta and co=ordinate projects
and improve production capacity wal obtain the required material, finarcial
and technical suvport.

We welcome and pay tribute to the parties, govermments and people vho

have taken a firm stand against South Africa’s militery and economic

powver by adopting podicios designed 4o develop their ovn rosources in every
sphore of social activitye. In this woy Africa can demomstrate in practice
ite utter rejection of the Apartheid system which inetiftutionaliccs White
hegemony over the Black majoritye.

As we have observed, the regime has no intention of bringing aboul changes
that wonld enable the majority to determine their owm destiny, On the
contrary P.W. Botha's strategy is 1o widen the scope of vhite pouer by
means of an economic comzxtellation throughout the subeconiinent,

Independent Africa has taken action 10 eliminate the last bastions of
colonigelism and racism in Southern Africa., The responaibility for puttine
on end 4o this detested tyranny which pernetuvates the worst features of an
obuelete colonialism however rosts upon the oppressed people of South
Africa, spearheaded by the African Matiomal Congress (South Africa) end its
revoluticnary armye, In the words of owr Preciden%, Comrade Oliver Tamoo,
"we have a sirategy for victory whose indispensable imperatiive is unity in
action, a sustained and ever growing attack and resistanco on all ir. s,
and which requires constant consuliations amorn~ all our patriotic people
at national, regiomal amd local levels, %o cnsure a cowordinated offcncive
for the attainment of agreed strategic and technical goal”.
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Cur concaption of our miltilateral offensive embracea a military
strugele in conjunction with political mobiliszation and industrial
organization, We have demonstrated that cur people have the will

oard the capacity to advance on all three fronts, We enter tha last
round with complete confidenge based on mora than three hundred
years of resistance to forelpn domination, tho accumilated eoxnorierce
of three quarters of a century lons strurrle for national unity and
poaoples powery and ths unqualified mmpartf_finﬂam:ﬁent Africa, tho
socialist world and proprossive forces of munikind,
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