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General Temarks.

The Consultation was convened and organisec 2y the Scuth African Counei?l af Churches

in response to a resclution of the WCC Cxecutive Comsittee in Jamaica, in 1379 on

the future of the Programme to Combat finciam, In accordance uwith ihiz reseltuion the
South African homber churshes had hween asked Lo precare’ a rejert on thess tvaluation

of the PCR, on their carticipation in the =I23Tam and on their sregosals far ithe FuFurE.
In the circular -etter irviting the~ g tha Consultation, tre Scutn African wllrenbar
churches had been asked to Wwark our a paper on wach of hao Yellaving tonics:

a) describe the cenoninaticn nis:uricall} and statistically. I xnmou that Lame
no langer provide racially determined statistics Eut please be as deta:i. ed
and as comprehensive as possible, shewing what racism nas meant in the life
of your church €.9. regarding church leadership positions, recuneration, church
appointments, rearesentativeness of chureh badiles, synods, atsemblies, committe
trust boards etc,

=) What your church has done and is doing ts combat racisn- during this de-ade
including your assossment of the Programse to Combat Racism,

c) What Your church intends €oing to combat racism in the ~52d's,

Apart from the staff of thslﬁﬁgg_gqg from CCZusional visitors, 32 delegates

e e

“rom South African churches Jtook part in the consultatian, ™ Accarding o Lhe

rﬁmarks of a number of dH:EthEE..HQTH.ﬁED;;E would Move attondoo tap rReting, if

it would have bteen nnssihln[td'sﬁﬁd'duf-thﬂfinvitbbdQQL_Eanier+ af the 27
e e iy

== fo— - . o
Participants 21 wvere bSlack pesgle(ineludng LE oo nae inbiiang), “C.y Zne of the

32 delegates was a weran.

The staff of the SACC acted as Tacili' .iers of Y4 Conforunza, Thpy Lere conceraed
te allow the Consultatis: to taxe iis course gn oo SAtresing fer unmich Lthe ohoe-on

delegates themselves wvere ressensiste.:

In soite of the delicase prodlems that vere Ciscuszad, tne ferlasenin 4t thg
Consultation was very good. The aorning communisn services and the Sitle stucdies
were of central signifizaqce in the Censultation. The texts sheses for the bitle
studies were the following: Gal. 3: freedar from the lau (lr, ™, “ezoba)

Eph. 2: Ue rezeive grace e- Yehalf ef othecs
(Dr. Charles Villa-Vicpncia)

Fatt.13:53-58: God takes man's osposition e hisg

GTaze seriously (Dr. Allan Boesak)



The contex: o *he Consultation.

The Si1lverton Sieqge

The Consultation took place at a time when the general situat:on in the Aepublic of
South Africa was tense, On Saturday, ted days sr:or to the veginning of the Consul-
tat:on, the funeral of Mr. Mafouwo, one of the thres Dlack young Son, wha had beaen
involved and killed un the socalled Silverton s:eje, had ta«en glace in So-cto.
kccorcing te the newspape: teporis asoreximately !5 000 seoole rad taken oart in the
funeral. Fost of thum vere young peoplo,

"he farticinants un the funcral cpenly Yad honousred iNe yousj ~an Mo lost Fis 1:fe
inotne S:lvecton siegje ac 3 lideration fishier, .veregs  the uhite fepnle reqardedc

Faim ang Ris fug ro=ra3es as tectgsi=ti-o,
Unhen the “gneral of o, Fafzao 200e 25020 10 SOLELS e S Lop rmtirommpem L b R
18argas and cauzed qrfeat concterrmat.sn and % otitusress, Laobt gaorie taf ta b

brought to the hospital.

The contradiciery evalwatien of *he *hree 3lick peodle wheo Fa’ Lecn :nvelued im R0

Silverton s:6g9e as l:becat:on neloes by tho Dluck ;eople and as tecres:sts Ly tre

white zeodle, had shoun the dezih and irtonsity of tre ¢i1fforence of experience betueen
white and Dlack pecrle in South Afriza. Thas Caffeience of osperivnee doc. not

areva:l merely i1n society Sub _RLAlalel aleo white and Dlack Choistiana. The real:isa-
tien that uwhite and blac- Chriatians :n the Republic of Lauth Afr:ca live in Jifferent

and separate naperieniial ssttlnqs Lol dosisive Tl the vhiolo onsueltation,  How can

there be 3 common understanging of tpﬂ'gug;vl_;nq.g_gn;n: rozzsnze to the goossol uf

Chr:stzans 1n South Africa are a2t tn a2 2esiticn %3 Share *ne £3m¢ exacr.enzes and o
cuaeatt one ancthel oo thear sulffering® Yo zun Uy L togwlilar in o sia Lturch af

the white Crristzans enjny tho ofiviowges ©f 4o Cera0%y if et Shay Liue, tTavilegos

Py

Skl F s lime mEmpbnomage

<MAE® ar.ise ‘rom the erzLc.tation ong pe-alfell SR i

Parl:amgntaty fwizion: L2 T omrare it V.

Sore time Sofore the Consultuiicn on =—g==a=n.c3ul SULST, 3TLLAMOMY LF Lal e Toun
fac TesuTed 1ts 3983%:9Ms afler o lo9n) lres-. fro- o tte reroTia 1o tve FeoLmaTiTs
1T ad Decone Iledl thalb e Date 0F owem BT e et e e e e B

R w N R L
anngunced Ly the gowvera=ent Ter sl.ie.iating 1t i 2f Llacy Loele imourhae ATEHAL,
wiu.0 D@ slovec doun. Lovertment nslitizianc had gnaunseyd that tho M-oxed MArrLazes
ket vould not Le repealed, nor would 9@ 7D maurts iimat far uslaca visiters un white
veban areas c=f the Reoutl:c be adoiished, Tre Saverr=ent 15 J7xicus tc icr:tate “he
IT0eing Tught wing orposition a3 l:tiie as sossitle and ta zonsolidute Lts :nterngl
Pouel during the Lreathing space whizis tne doiverz.od =7 19ternat:oana. wettemtian to

cther parts of the werlZ asocvars %o cffer ta the RAenooliz =f Sguh afz.ca.



The Irh and the Afganistan crisis temporarily hes diverted attention from the
Republic of South Africa and the high gold prices benafit the South African economy.
The dia:nuurr by the pulinn of considarable arms cache to be used br liberation
movementa within the country arouses alarm in the public. Papljnmgntury d;acuaai;nu
reveal the extent of surveillence to which puaplu whe do net support the colicy of

-
the Nationalist gnuurnmunt,arn nupusad.

III. Preparation of Conferenca.

The Conference had ha-n [prepared by the SACC at rather ahurt notice. MNevertheless
it una‘g;;;niaud and plnnnad vary unll. A :nnsidarahlu numbur of documents on the’
PCR, 9¢n topics related tn racism 1n South Africa and on the responses of the South
Arrzcnn Euuncil of Ehurchaa to the PCR during the period 1959 to 19?9 were made
aunilahja to the dnlagatu: ‘when the :unaultatiun bagan. In ndditiun the documants
priparudT£T tha diffarent Lhurchnn for the Enn:ultatiﬂn were diahrihutnd.

Euuural chur:hna had nut prapurud papers for the Ennsultntinn. This may have buan
due tu thl fact that thn Eunsultatinn had been announced at such shnrt nntl:a.-.Thn
mamurandun of the Unitad Enngrngatiunal Church on the Programme to Ennbat Racism was
‘of apunial valus and was in part adupted by the Conference as an nxpresSLDn of its
views on’ tha PCR.

51n:n tha du:umnnts wera distrlhutﬂﬁ only at the heg;nnlng of tha Eunﬂultatxnn, tha
Fllﬂgatﬂﬂﬁfnund 1t dirricult tn stuﬂr uii-bha-mataraal-that nud_baan hnndad nuﬁ tu
them. Thn dis:ussinna during thn Cnnsultatinn revealed a very’ luu laval of infurmu-
tion nn tha PCR and on the Epecxal Fund among tha rnprnsuntatiues of the churches,
This mar have to be attributed tJ_hhn_diﬂtnrtpd lnfnrnatxnn on tQE PCR in the South
African mass media and possibly also to the lack of adequate information from the wcc.

The relationship with the Dutch Refermed Church.

The Consultation has been given considerabla press coverage. The O R C had also bean

‘invited to the Consultation. Its reponse to the invitation to the effect that it was
not prepared to participate in a Consultation initiated by the WCC, was re-orted by
the press. This response caused some agony in the SACC in view of the continuous
efforts of the General Secretary, Bishop O. Tutu, to improve relationships with this
Church. DOuring the consultation ha presented to the plonary a per-sonal statement on
the relationship betwesen the SACC and its member churches on the cne part and the
Dutch Reformed Church on the other, He said that he had corked out this statement

after much prayer.

LJ’IIr-"'II'
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Since the statement was presented for discussion to the plenary, several delegates

thuﬁgﬁ'agruaing in general with its contents, pointed out that reconciliation with
the DRC is not possible without confrontation concerning the crucial issues that are
at stake in its relationship with the SACC member churchas. They suggested that it
was advisable to express this prerequisite of reconciliation in the statement. One
of the delegates said: fThn reason why the DHE.arunut here is becausa they are on the
other side of the struggle” - "We as Ehriatinns have nnt-nnly fh- ministry of recon=
ciliation, but alsc the ministry of confrontation. 'We must confront them over the
gvil system they are supporting.

The Chairman or tne Consultation and the General Secretary took account of this plea.

r
The General Secretary, however, felt committed to leave thes statemant unchanged.

A black :anusﬁing church.

It appears that the discussion of the statememt of -Bishop Tutu in the plenary and in
groups on the relationship with the SACC contributed, apart from the impact of fﬁ;? '
Silverton siege and the general situugiun in the country, to an nmph;aia on tha;ﬁﬁii
of most of the black dﬂinﬁhtau that was a :ﬁara:turiatic featurs of the Ennfarhﬁc;

The South African Churches cannot combat iaciam bafore thay have not Duarcnmi_f;éinm

in their own ranks and structures. Therefore it is necessary for the sake of recon-

Eiliahiun_hctuuun the rucnﬁ in tha Ehur:has to undergo a confrontation bntuunn:ahiiﬁ

and black Christians.

The complaints of block Christions ebout raciasm in the Ssuth Africon Church wera.very
cloorly articuloterd in o lecturo of Or. A. Goba from the Fondpral Theological Seminery
in Edenvale on the topic: The Churech and the problem . scf-Reetsrrin South Africa

a black Christian perspective.

Dr. Goba exposed racism.as it shows itself in his epinion in the socalled racially

integrated churches, especially

in the power structures and the leadership of thasa:churchas

in the financial control

in the doctrinal hmphasis.
Ha emphasized that the white Church is under an obligation teo repenfand to make repara-
t}unn available to the black Church and to the black community.

Or, Goba's lecture was delivered on the last evening of tha Conference. Howesver the
concern he expressed in his lecture came out very clearly already at an early stage
of the Consultation in the group discugsicns and in the plenary. Already during these
discussions the concept of a militant black church came to the fore. There were two
versions of the concept of "black church®. According to the one version the term"black",
in this context describm a state of mind, a willingness to share the sufforing of
the oppressed which can also be found among some whites. In this sense not all black
Christians ere black and not all white Christians are white. The renewal of *he Church
can only come through identification with the suffering by following the example

of Christ. The term "militant"™ describes the preparedness to struggle for and suffer
on behalf of the oppressed and to carry the cost of confessing Justice.



-5-

According to the other version ef the concept of a “"black church® white Christians
cannot share the suffering of the black Christians and cannot experience it because
of their privileged position. The term black church therefore applies in South Africa

to black pecple in the literal sense, i.e to people of colour.

In the plenary discussion a black minister warned that these ideas are Tar removed from
the thinking prevailing at the parish level. One would have to be careful not te lose
contact with the church members at the level of the local parish. He therefors proposed
that this matter be discussed in a meeting of the black delegates, After lengthy
discussions a statement emergod from this meeting uhlch.ua! presanted to the plenary.

No information was given in the plenary on the qunlllun which nf the two versions of

the concept " black church” had been accopted by the mnut;nq uf hla:k delegates.

It.il highly significant that this discussion on the concept of a "black church®

developed in a consultation in which mu:ﬁ nf the delegates were members of the racially
integrated churches whe have been in the forefront of the protest agalnst a racist poslcy
in Sdbth Afriga. One can ascarcely avoid a comparison with the situstion in churches

which are ﬁrqnni;éd along racisl lines in separate churches for white and black Christisns
or even in separate churches for each black ethnic er tribal group. Possibly the complaint
in the black churches of the denominations which are organised in this way (eapecisily

the churches of Dutch Reformed and of Lutheran traoition) that they-are dominated by
whites, is not as pronounced in thﬂﬂi;tﬂérilidthur:hl!, though the financial dependency

on money from white churches or congregations might be uedvy Qraeat. However, against

the Dackground of this impression qgne. hes to consider the advantage the socalled
"integrated” churches have. Hore the white churches and church representatives at least
have the opportunity of becoming atguainted with and shockgd by tha agony black Christians =
experience from oncountering the hidden raorsm prevailing among their white fellow )
Christians. This experience 1s far more difficult to be made by uvhaite people in the

churches which are diviced aleng racial lincs,

The WCC - Programme to Co-bat Recisr,

The priorities assigned by tho delegatus in the Jiscussions to the differemt cruecial
13s5ues are highly significant. They were less concerned about the WCC Programme to
Combat Racism than about racism 1n the South African =3stext., Fu-thecmore they devoted
less attention to general observations on raczism in Scuth Africa, thanm %o racism in

the context of tha Church.

Heverthaless the WCC i'rogramme to Combat acism did receive consideration during tha
Consultation. After sufficient information had been g:ven, the criticism of the white

delegates of the PCR was far more moderate thanm one Zould have expected .

B/ .



The plenary accepted the most important sectiony of the memorandum of the UCCSA on the

PCR. It worked out several proposals with rnand to the role that the WCC could ﬁiuff

in the future, e.g. assistance in mediation betwsan riuai liberation énﬁnmuﬁts npnfuﬁiﬁg
from outside the country.

1. Violence in the 19B8Diaes

A marked characteristic of.the Eonsultation was the way in which'the i

ssue of the struggle

oy o- F T

for justice peace and recon ciliatiun by violent or non-violent means was evaluated in

the context of the real situation as it Exists today ithhn Republic of Sputh Africa.

The main guestion was not how one cah avoid violence in South Africa, but how the Church

can contribute towards minimizing the violence that already occurs. - There was a clear

al P ‘. . e : s - R Y
‘though shocking realisation, that the scene for wiolence in the 1980iss has already paan

sgt.

VIIl.withdrawal from co-operation with the stata.

IX.

X.

In several instances the Consultation touched the resolution taken by the 1979
National Conference on withdrawal from cooperation with tha state. - This was
especially the case with the Mixed Marriasges Legislation.'f. It was suggested

that the South African churches should demand abolition of this legislation

and that ministers should nqt.nnnuauaavmarringu-vfftcaru'asﬁlnng as this
legislation is in force.l Furthermore it was suggested that chur:h'mumborq;andj'
church representatives, should be‘on the*spot uhensvérTa ‘resettlementis’ announced.
‘and demonstrate by"“their ‘phypical presence”their condemiation of and resistance’
to the removal of peopls.

Little attention to the tactical changes in tha-:EEial policv of South Africa.

The Consultation devoted little attention to the tactical changes in the racist
policy of the Republic of Sguth Africa by which the government tries to create

the impression that racism in South Africa is dead. Ona had the impression

that the dangers inherent in these decentive changos are not yet sufficiently
realized.

The roots of modern racism.

The Consultation did not have an opportunity for :nnsiddbing the roots of modern
Western racism. It is suggested that some cocnsideration of a historical nature
is necessary if racism is to be fought effectively e.g. the isolation of
Christians in Western Europe through the Moslem bel: from Christians of other
colour in other parts of the uorld, the resulting identification of being

white with being Christian, the transfer of tha crusading spirit in the struggle
against the Moslems to the struggle of the Colonial powers against indigenous
people of different colour. It is suggested that some historical perspective

of the roots of racism and of the background of slavery since the 16th Century
would be helpful




Or. Allan Boesak's evaluation of the discussions,

The evaluation of the discussions by Dr. Allan Boesak was a climax in the Consultation.

The main emphases in his address were the following

1.-

7.

Raciam exists not only in South African society, but also in the South African

tﬁur:haa.

The Church has become part and parcel of & racist society, The first priority is
to be given to combating racism in the Church.

In the Church control rests primarily in hands of white people.

What does the Church do to combat racism in the social, political and economic
context?

+ The structures of the Church.

It will not suffice to put black persons intn pns;tinn:fnr!laadarahip,_1f the
structurea af the Church rnmalﬁ?a: they irnlat.pri:lnh

What kind of black people should b given positions of leadership?
What kind of action can the Bhurch implement in combating racism.

Reference to proposals on the affirmative action or withdrawal from cooperation
with the state.

 Proparation for the role of the Church in the violence of the 1580ies,

The recdistribution of wealth. The economiz arablen,

The main cuestion is not: Hou do pecple use “heir money?, but: rou do they get

that money?

How does the Church respond to a situatien in a society whizh differs from that
of tho parable of the good Samaritan, in that the Church finds itself in a
situation in uhich the robbers are still on the scone and are busy committing

robbary.
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XII. tnntinuatinn Lommittes.
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XIII.
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A variety of mulnuru: ware nuggnstud in the difrnrant groups with a view tn

cnnhuting racium and hringing about changes within the period of the next tuﬂlui

months,

The Consultation appeointed a Enntinuntiun EnmmLttgn which has the task to unrk
out proposals ruﬁﬁf plun uf action for the member :hur:hns during tha naxt

- - R L S TS TR | i

tualve months and to monitor the changes that “are to "be anhinund.

Evaluation,

The contribution of the Eunaultatiun lies not so much in its evaluation of tne
Frngrammn to Cnmbnt Rucism as in its nualuatihn nf thn Church in South Arrina.
To white Ehristiuna. especially to thuau ‘wha r-gard the nhur:hnu as the spanrhuad

in the struggln ngainnt rauiam and injuuti:u lni'uppruasinn, the masanga of thn
" gl i [} - -Ir
Ennsultatiﬂﬁimu:t :nmq au a :hnnk. iThi: mnnuugn 1- the fnllnuing. Eunn those
-, c.H agf - o Aol
churches in South Arrinn uhi:h are very articulatn in :undumning racism, cannot

" L3

nffactluilv ﬁﬁmbnt rnci:m. ;incn thuy thim!llunl ura rncist.

Thu Consultation puauihlr Ray contribute to some action being undertaken by the.
I B . g 4 -l""- i"' l-"l‘_‘ :|_ ."_: -h.q.._ - !:‘-H."".l"' . -'-...I-"l'" r-,,. I £ "
Euuth African :hurthnl to nliminatu soma of tha manirnstatlnns of ranism that

v e

marn exposad uuring thﬂ Ennuultatlnn‘é It 1:, hnununr, dﬁubtful uhathnr sulficien
~{ET Tt el e e (Ml s 4‘,1' ,,‘_,, w
-unrnnuaa nxintu of. thn rnutﬂmnftrnnium itanlr Which fu:tnra in“the histo
- R R TR MY L iy
trnditiun of Wastern churchns have :nntributud tumnrds the sickness that is.
described as racism? Does the same sickness not manifest itself also in othar
distortions of the gospel in the life of the Church, such as the tacit acceptance

of militarism, the subservient role of women, the falth.;n an uncontcolled

—
s —
= e e

-

technology, the umphaais1un-ruth1haa :nmpatitlnn in idu:$#inn. the reliance ona _
an exploitative free antqrpriaa srlt-m 1n the a:nnuny and,ﬁmbiualant undarstandinn
of man's role and rispnnﬂihiutr in God's creation.? Are_ these symptoms which
appear to be interdependent and which- usuETIy oeeur in close assoclation with
racism not also a danger to the black church, as long as the root of thea

distortion of the gospel and of tha concept of the Church that underlies them,

is not taken account of?

Apparently no Gnanimity was reached at the Consultation on the interpretation

“of the concept of a black militant confessing church., According to the one

version this black church in South Africa can comprise only black people, since
the white people cannot in the present political social and economic dispensation
share in the suffering of black people and therefore cannot relats this experience

te the gospel.

9/ uun
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According to the other version 'hning black"™ in this context de .scribes a

-I ¥ - _‘_ . C
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condition of mind, a Prnpnrudnﬂua to 1dnnt1fy and uhatt the auanring nf black

oL -

- .LI'

n!nnln. ﬂccurdxng to thi- varaion thnrn ‘are white puupln who cnn bn :nnaidarad

- 1--—---"'\1; e [ 2l

"as black Ehrl:tians and who should not be excluded rrnm n blnch militant :nnr-:uing

church.

4]
voth versions agrnu in the lnsight thnt tha Church can orl ’;unuuad hy ‘duntifring
. K l\.-,,.." f'l"'--l
with the cppressed in the name nf Ehriat nnd by hning p:nparad to be nllitant i.e

to struggle and suffer with them. In thiﬂ way thn Church becomas a militant Church.

During the Eunsultatinn tha qunatiun was raiaud uhathar it is possible to’ lagislntu

.b-"'li

the emergence of a black :nnfuﬂsing church, Undﬂrlying this quuatinn were doubts
whether it is possible to arrive at a cnnrnsslng church by pressura.

PH: clnrity was reached during thu Eunﬂultutiun on the quastion.where the black

o or L& Lt

. i
militant cunfaasing church is tu be’ fnund. A hlack ministn: from Enuntu hnd warned
'L e - .."I-'--l.--h-
}fhat tha ideas ulp:nannd at the Cunuultatlun .would nut ba undaratnud hy thu lncal
oo e - . 1 il - t - o
pnrinhua.= One tharufnrn, qu:$! \ hnl to raina thu qunltinn uhntha: the . nxiating
N ecait MR T - O P el b b, - L
.black cungrug.tiuna in the difrnrunt dnnuminntinn rupraaunt thu hlacﬁ_militnn:;i
S
:nnfn:sing :hur:h ﬂnl nnuld also aah uhuthnr thn blnck":hur:h delagates’ atfthe
[ '¢1d- ol B epes o % e o
Ennaultntlun ara rnprnanntltiwua of .this nllitunt hlnc nnfunaing church?
P s D, AT by Cruler . il g I e ¥
thar prepared to rnlinqui:h the present structures of the Church to which ‘they

belong and to accept the insecurity of a church which, if it would fulfil its

purpose, would possibly have, to be active in the Republic of South Africa as an
wnderground Church

In this context it is necessary to refer to a remark made by a black delegate on
the funeral of the three black people who had been killed in the Silverton siefa.
He maintained that no church had been prepared to make its buildings in Scweto
available for the funeral services of these thres young black people.

- e S e i

lutdrg-the~S5ecial Fund, than could have been
expected. It stated that the Special Fund had great symbolic value at its incep-

The Consultation gave a far mIra positive.interpretation and evaluation to the
WCC Programme to Combat Racis

tion. At the same time it intimated that a careful assessment is necessary whether
this symbolic value is still the same at the beginning of the 1580ies. The pecple
wvho made this remark were thinking of the rivalries that exist between the different
libaration movements and that makes it difficult to decide wvhich of these movements
should be selected for suppert. In view of such rivalries the Consultation recom=-

mended that the WCC should assist in mediating between rival liberation movements
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cpposing the South African political system from outside the country.

With a view tu the future development ir the anuhli: of South Africa during the
lgﬂﬂiua, the Consultation was aware that thn acene for violence has already been

set., It therefore was more concerned about minimizing violence than about advocating
non-violence in an absolute sense. Nevertheless the Consultation emphasised
non-violent ﬁatﬁﬁdn as the more axénllant maans tﬁ obtain real pnn:i and jhéii:u.
It ::énptad the following principle that is outlined in the memorandum of the
United Congregational Church: “The Church cannot reduce its commitment to combat
racism and to bring about a more just society, but it will fail in its healing and
ru:uncilinq role unless it advocates :hnnqu by cnn:rutl non-violent methods. HNot

to do so, is to leave the field open to military methods." {Appendix)

Towards the end of ths section uf the mamnrandum ur the United Congregational Church
:nr South Africa which the Ennuultatiun adopted as nn nxprassinn of its own stand.
attuntinq is drnun to the attitudi ur young hltch pnnpla ‘towards the Chnr:h: "In
Eauthnrn Africa tndar. tha Ehurnh iu ‘called tz{ligg* the mnri BHEIllint way it

Jr{:i,‘-_-- ..., i . ¥
p:n;Ehua- n;thing lnsu will maka it an alternative uucintr. Unlnsa this hnppnn!.
. VoaTE s I e .
the Church will lose 1t :radibilitr umnng:t blnchT?ﬂunq pnnpln, manf.nf Hhunuhnvu

& |'|1.-'-‘1.,--' SR, T e L T p—

- Ha
u]rnndy left .the Church disillusioned"

In reflecting on the guestion where the militant black confessing church is to be
found one can easily arrive at the conclusion that the people who at prasent could
be regarded as the most authentic representatives of a mili}gnf black confessing
church are Christians to be fnuﬁﬂ “In the :astIEEE_;EJEE“EIath generation and also

in marginal groups of young panplu in-white society who are engagad in creating an
awareness among the people at g:aaarnut level of tha rncbura an? forces of opprogs-
sion in the Republic of South Africa and of whom very “few would be rapresented in
official church conferencesa. It appears that there are numerous Christians in this
young generation of Sputh Africans who cherish high expectations towards the Church,
but whe very easily could resort to Marxism, if these expectations were disappointed.
Ara the South African churches willing te grant scope to the energy, the initiative
and the preparedness to suffer, prevailing among these young Christians. A positive
response to this challenge appears to be decisive for the future of the Church in

South Africa during the next few years,

Or. W. Kistner. 19th Fesruacy, 1580



APPENDIX,

6. CCICLUSION:

(2a) The Tasx Force rccomrends that the United Ceonrrarea-

tional vaourch of Soutrern Al rlca rémalca ¢ prrors of the
_ﬁ

World Council of Churches for the rcosons Riven 67 the
EEED Asscably (oee thcnﬂix A) and reizeratcd in one
form or another st almogt overv subsecucnt Auresbly.

(b) That in the light of the prorosal pade by the
General Secretary of the W.C.C., narcly, "that in the
course of the year there shculd be set up a process ;
of consultation on how the Churches mizht be involved
in coobatting racism in the 1980's as we reviev what
has becn done during ten years of the F.C.R.", it i3
reco—=ended that the followxing concerns should be

brought to the attention of the Werld Council of
Churches:.
FE Y

(i) . Desperate people frequently resert to violence
in the struggle for liberation becausd tEny4iﬁf
believo_there is no’othergway of.overthr “ingi
an oppressive. systemfmaintaincd by violence.:

3 'results’in an e3calation of violcnco ap
tLose in power strerngthentheir cun violemt
responte, for which they'ore usually far better
equipped than any liberntion force. Tne
ordinary perdon ia thed}caught in the cross-
fire, as in Zickabwe Eﬁ:ﬁgr:--i, '

N - .

(ii) Since 1969 wken the Prograr=e to Cozhat Racisc
was louached, the situction haa shifled in
“outhera Africa. The conflict is =o lorger,

solely, between Wnite controlled racis:

regices and Bleek--forces-of liberation.,

Increacingly, Blacks ~re fightinz Blacks in

3 civil war gituatinn where the iseusg r-e

2{ten conflicting politieal idcenle=ies or

a strmiggle for rower. rather th-on litgraticn.
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(iii) Violeat revoluticna in Africa durin tLe, past
ten years have not aliays resulted in rere
freedoc for the literated, The prozise of
a deogseratic governz:izt voted into power in
a free election is nct fulfillel, nnd in its
place a one-party dictetorahip eaerges, often
with catostrophic reuuits, as in Vronda,
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() (iv) The Cuurch cannot reduce ite commitment to
cozmbat racisex and to h*1ng nbout a mora Just
society, but it will fnil in ita healing
and reconciling role viless it ndvocaotes
charnge by concrete ncn-violent means. Lot
to do so is to leave the field open to
cilitary methoadsa.

The United Congregotional Church of Soutkoern
Lfrica urges the W.C.C. to congider azain tke
statoxzent maode by its former General Eecretary
Pr. Carson Blake, In ¢ letter addressed to

the Germen Churches at the time of the

inauguration of the F-ngran“a to Combat fiaciom.
He wrote:-

"Violenze and the counter-violence it produces
are not the best way to obtain real peace or
true justice; non-violent cethods are at all
times to be exalted as the more excellent
Deans to obtain these gcods and. that even ‘when
violence is being used. the flrﬂt task ‘of .the
Christian Church is to encourage”people” nquha
first opportunity to leave the battlefield.dnd
Eeek thﬂ conference tablu.

(v) Without prescribing how its"gran nouli
used, we would urgefthegW.C.C: naki ey
grants - to Liberat on’Movémento? ta ensure’ that
intensive dialogue tan¥es place. ° The Church
should have something to nn{ ebout the zooe
excellent way,even when violence is alrcady being

In grcposing the above suggestions for the consideration 1sed
of the W.C.C., the Task Force wculd pcint ocut o the
Assezbly that puch bitterness aponsse -‘ucf ﬂﬁristinns,
Hhﬂ are the victics of 1=5t1tut1¢1ﬂ1 \*GLEHHE hans been

¢d by the ineffectivenconor #ire fod cu if..c bring
ubn'* cnarba by non-violant Eears. A 2all o nunevislent
activn by the Church will onlyibe Toedoed 10 1T is
accepanied by effective action to cgmbat raclsm and
Ln;"st se. 1" Couthera Africa to-dny, fie Clu-chiiyg c:lltﬁ
to live %the more excellenf WAy 16 -I-uE“Eﬂ, nothinz lag
wi*[ qhn is nn ALTZHRATIVE SOCIENY. vnl.sa this ha;nu:s.
the Church will lose its cradibility amonpst Black young
seonple, many of wiea have alrealr ‘Gi* t*he Churzsh Cic-
illcioned.



