EDUCATION AYD  FAITILY TLIFD

Introductory

Fomily life provides the basic eanvironment
for the formative educaticn both of the a2dult members
of a family and children, It is, thercforc, of the
utmost inportance that this poarticular sort of cnviron-
ment, thet is family 1ifc, should nct be broxken ur
but built up nnd utilised for its vi%tal cducational
purpose. Iicntion has now becen made that fanily life
provides, among cther functions, for the cducation of
the adult members.

Significant herc is the fact that family

lifc is dynamic, challenging 211 its members to live
and lcarn and to adapt to change. By so doing, the
adults concerned become better or worse in their growth
and development. They hove ~mple oprortunitics to
lcarn the give-and-takc proccdurc, to learn to sacrl-
fice, to share not only foelings ~nd thoughts but also
things, to sharec gain and pain ~s also to cxcrcise pri-
vileges and obligations as they reonder or attempt to

render unselfish service to the houschold. On the
other hand, actions that inveolve grecéd, dominance,
aggression ond irresponsibility arc significantly held
in chccek. If for onc or the other wfortunate rcason,
greed, dominance, aggression end irresponsibility heve
been dovb10pcd the pressurc and wiscdom c¢f fanily life
should compecl the party or parties concecrned to unlearn
these cheracteristics, replacing them with more creative
end beneficial oncs, In such an cnvironment, therc-
forc, the chances of building up an intcgratcd per-
sonality arc gocd indecd,

It must bc strecsscd that the good in human
naturc finds full cxpression in family life, Tor
exanple, the desire to protcet and otey, the urge for
companionship, pride in rhythnic ordcr and bcauty and
rclated interecsts arc satisficd. It will, therefore,
be cesily apnreciated that outside family 1ifc, the
cxpericnees cencountered will in the main controst sharp-
ly with these reforred te above and their impact on
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the persons concernced is botter imegined then des-
cribed,

This then in bricf is the position from
the stondpoint of the adult reube 1
And now to cxamine the situation br 1y from the
point of view of the child in the foanilr, the foilow-
ing should be said: the child's basic uceds should

uibey he family.
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be apprceciated. Apart from the fact that the child
necds food, protection, shelter and medical core aos
well a8 sceurity, it is important to add to the list
the fellowing:— sound formal cduecation and ideals

14
charactcr, socinl awarcncss and integratcd perscnalisy.
Thus the family has vitol responsibilitics for the
child,

Educationally the family provides the chilad
with the first and important lessons conccrning nis
person, hecalth habits like ClL“nlﬂg and foeding nim-
scelf, lessons on reiaticnships like behaving himsclf
properly within the fax:lv rruup where behaviour pat-
terns arce nLgnl*lea and respectadle, in helping with
family cnorcs, in learning the home lin“ YAy 18
learning corce of family proverty ~nd the like, Theso
important formative leSUns arc possible in full mea-
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surc vhere -mm*-y 1life is in fact., Where there is

no family, these 1cssuns enn be 1c~rncd at best hap-
hazardly ~nd thc nccessary fcundation of proper grewth
and training of a desirablc character will be in grave
donger. Cn the other hond, 1t showdd be cmplinsised
that such viciuus ecircumstances as go rlong with home-
lessness or bad homes constitute o preeding around

for delinquent behaviowr and dangerous nmen,

It shcould now be added thot for family life
to achicve its cducationgl purposc, it must be lived
obvi usly in éecent surrcundings rcascn~lly senitary,
vhere accomicdation “l?o s for the satisfoction of
adult and children's intcercst, for recreation ona work,

Purther, such contnets as arc mrde in the heome between
the young ~nd old should be as instructive as wholesome,
and not Jjust touch and go,



Africon Fanily Life in the Urhan Arcas

The remarks thus far have given a general
picture of the situation. I should rnew like to take
the opportunity to refcr oricfly to the problem of
cducation ond fanmily life cf the Africen cn the Wit-
watersrond in particuler and in the urban crons gener-
ally. The acute shortage of houscs on the Witwatcrs-
rand and in the urban arcas is a well knownfact and
reqires no labouring, In the circumstances, pcople,
with few cxecptions,.arc trying to renr familics in
two-roomed, threo-roomed, four-roomed and ncre and
there in five-roomcd cottages. Thery ig chronie
cverercewding cverywhere, Hurscries arc unhecard of
in such homcs, nor has cach yerd any play space to
spcak of for children, . The mest careful prrconts
find it difficult to kcep children out of thoe way.
Childrcn arc always cither in closc proxinity or with-
in carshot ~nd whot thoy sce and overhoor of adult
life in these crowded circumstances is botter imegined
than dcseribed.

On the other hand, the homes hnve bhecome
plaoces for "touch nnd go" ~nd not for stay. On the
overage, oorents leceve for work dnily before 6 a.m,
and rcturn after 6 p.m, They mercly touch ~nd go
from the homes for the greatest nart of the time.

Thus thc contacts between parcents ~nd the children

arc casunl ~nd less formotive, In the circumstancces,
the corrcetive influcnce of the parcnts is hordly felt,
~nd the cduccation of the children is left to chance
indecd,

Eomes and Pre-school Children

In this sct-up, pre-schosl childrcen scem to
tc the hardest hit, Either they arc left in the nre-
carious carc of c¢ld grandmrmmas or in that of other
children of schoolgoing age, There arce ecascs, however,
where the pre-school child is scnt to 2 nearby creche
or 4Aoy-nurscry.



The latter is, no dosubt, a stop in the right
dircection but as I sce thinrs presently ncither the
creches rnoer the day-nurscrics attempt 4o sclve an
cducatiocnal issuc. On the contrary, they arc cfforts
at solving a labour protlem, for crecches ond dﬁy-nur-
serics obvicusly mect the casc cof working mothers whose
children qualify for admission there, Otherwise such
mothers w- uléd not know what to do with thuir young oncs!
These nothers nrc thus saved from toking o difficult
decision, narecly, tc give up a job in order to care
for a baby, whatever the atiendant conscqucnces,
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f the crcches or the day-nurscrics are

S0 answer an cducational question, then p“ofcysionally
well trainced personnel must be provided in p_hco of

the willing but untrained hands now in charge of this
scrvice, In additicn, a curriculum or progromme of
activitics will have teo be worked out ~nd followed

for its cducaticnal vnlue and n thoroughly co-ordinatcd
system of administration, supcrvisien ond iaspection

by spceialist persons will have to be eovolved tc ensurc
that the Scervice achicves cducationnl ponls bty recog-
nised stondords, Such a venture wili, cf couurse, Ob-
viously entnoil the ostoblishment of a Sraining contre
for nursery school tecchers,

The magnitude ¢f this problem spcaks for
itsclf, Though nrivate o“t“nlﬂi*'on moy well tce
encourcaged to teckle it yet it scems obvicus that,
for the coxrunity to derive tlic best from the scheme,
institutional ngencies like the School Beards should
take this mattcr up. °'*co the ftraoining of nurscery
school tenclicrs, administraticn and snp?rvision of thec
scrvice to up bold good st~ndards arc vital ma“ters, no
risks shcvld be run here Carcful rescarches will
have to be done, In the process, the opinion of
competent cducationalists in this ficld should be soli-
cited and the supncrt ongd CO-upqutlJn of State
Dcpﬂrtm :nts of Zducation shauld Tte unlisted. Regard-
ing the ma“ter of training tonckﬂws, for cxample, I
fcel surc that it would pay dividends if facilitiles
werc provided a3 onc or other of the tencher - training
ccnt“os already in existenec, This, of coursc, is
the challenge of our time!l



This whcle screv LC” to the prc-qchool children
i1s absolutely neccssary and should reccive widespread
public support, It merits attention wrgently if Sowcto
and othecr urban centres with conecentrated populations
arc to influenee creatively the growing ﬁOlitq of the
comnunitics as 2lso to curb the growing meaces of juve-
nile dc"inqucncy ond crime and te bring new thinking,
hope and progrecssive cdueaticn 3¢ the fa i?wcu.
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Hones ond Irimary Educetion

From the foregeoing, it will be clear that
most houes with few cxcceptions provide poor conditions
for the cducation of the children. Since primary
schools arc the next in succession o the institutions
that have tc do with the formal cducation of the young,
it should be cxpected of this type of schocls to rein-
force thc harassed homes in somc importont way. To
that ond, thercfore, the schesls should carry more than
their shnerce of the burden of educaticn, Thnt is apart
from providing the instruection ond the bosic siills
in rcading, vricing, rockcning ~nd "olaﬁiensnlps, ise.
the four R's so called, hocls sh: ild also provide for
the physiceal ctru,d1o01nTing and expoeriences which are
normally ﬁrov1d=d by an ordcrly honme, The school
should £ill in the gnps, as it werc. In other vords,
having speeinl regard for the drngers "nd iiceds of urban
and industrial life, childrern should not just be sent
tc school but snould hove a much W“n"\‘ life at schoul
then is the casc prescntly, A 1on~br 1ifc at school
will more then anything clsc p”qvldu for the opnortuni-
tics for cnrichment in imowledge, btasic skills ~nd
attitudes and for gnining direction ~nd purpose.

With ucut shortage of schools, however,
there arc dilenmas a substantinl mojority of chilé-
ren, especially those in the grades, con orly ?tuy at
scho.l for threc hours dnily, Other children in the
standards drop cut beforc they renci the Stondard 6
level, which is the end ‘class in the nrimary school.
Just to cite by way of illustraticn sone figurcs in
the Republic: in 1964, there were 404,143 children in
S.5.44 Or Groge 1 class. In Grade II or S$.5.B.,



there were 289,832 children, while in the Standard
€ class there were 69,771 pupils, The difference
between 5,.3.A, and S5.5.E. w2s 115,311 pupils. The
drop-ocuts are therefore very many indeed. A Third
group of children does not attend school at all but
remains wild and iliiterate, Taus the positiun of
the primary school child is thorcughly tangled up.

The vroblem here is extremely intricate and
intriguing, Its solution is nct easy to find, The
urgency of the need to find a soluticn is felt acutely
when accwunt is taken (1) of the precarious home con-—
ditions but for a few exceptlﬁns- (2) of the young
children who return home from school after an absence
of three hours to find no resvonsible company %o keep
except that of their playnates who either do not
attend schocl at all or who have dropped out from the
schools, This situation is definitely ﬁrﬂgucn yith
dangers of nnladjustments, delinguency =rnd crine,

NO parent cr bua“d-qn in ihe urban arcas is a stra nger
o this menace.

Thne great necd is *that so*ct.ing onztruc-
¢

tive should be done as scon s possible, t is in-
deed impcrative and it is in the intercst of the Bantu
Communities that each c"ch of 3chocl- qclng aie ahculd
be at schocl and should have a nuch Longer life thore
To gain firmly some ‘1:0ﬁb¢or and purncse,

The conclusion in this regard is irresis-
tible, viz, that there is a g7od case for comnulsory
education at lecast for the fLro* ?oar years, It is
the duty of the responsible parcnt comnunity to do
everything in their power tc LTlVC for the attainment
of this construetive goel.

*-

rfunds will be required to make such an ideal

a reality. It may be ex“ensivc tom, But it is
certainly more expcnsive to have the children turned
into delinquents and crinlnhls rendering then dargerous
and useless to the community. Indoed it is cent

vise and rand foolish in a world such as ours, which

is urban, industrial and cormmercial, increasingly
tecoming scientific and tcchnelosical, fer the Bantu
parents to wever in providing adec@a ¢ schooling ooppor-
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tunitics or to avoid sacrifiecinz a little morc in this
rcsard to bring about conru_ﬂo*y education of their
Alldrcn. liodern 1life unust be lcarncd and lived
cffectively and the tools for this wa; of lifé¢ are
provided by schooling. ilovr can any onrc child,
therelove live amengst oiiers without these tools?

Honecs and Sccondary Education

When the Bantu child recaches differentiation
studics at the Sccondary and High School levul, his
neceds invari“bly inereasc and peculiar problems arise,
No attempt will ve madc herc to give an exhaus lVO
treatment of the probtlems except for a bprief reference
to one or itwo.

The ‘nome being small and over-populated, it
can provide ncither congenial roou nor quict fcr private
study and concen tvqtkaﬂ and the younz student has to
face thbo situation in some way, Rcac*lcns vary ner-
wally from por;on tc person, Somc student, avoeiding
the home, cicets to spend at schocl as nuel of his
spare timc as possitle to snatch moments Jor nrivate
study or cven for quiet -~1é relaxation. Anosher
gocs to a club-housc nearby or scme long distance
away where conditions pernit study and concentration.

Another goes to a fricend's houe vhere the
family might have gone out of tcown for a v1uit or
for some other rcascn and on opportunity for otqoy
and *“TQAauﬁvn srcsbnts i bedle, Oof 11tc, it is coni-
mon cxpericnce for School Boards to roceive rcquests
from a stranded study group of students for thc usc
of a clossrecom of a Lower Trimary School in the cven-
ing. These reactions are ovidence of the fact that
the nome is friling in its rele to sunpert the school
progromne., It should furthcr be borne in uiind that
the hone hes no library or mecans for hobbics, aor is
there any reading meterial to cpcck of,. There is &
lack of confort, companionship, uotivation and satis-
faction of aspirations, Rather tnorce is more than
¢lbow room ior discouragements and frustiations, What
is lcarncd at school caanot be lived at homes., In



these eircumstances, therefore, youth tensicns mount
very casily against fanily life, its discipline and
preferences.,

Conclusion

The inadeguacics of urban family life in the
cducation of the children are obvious., The measure
of juvenile delinquency ~né crime in the Bantu Town-
ships is a direct consequence of this gort of life
that is unable to provide sufficicent cpprortunitics
for cducation from the nursery to thc sccondary schecol,

I+t does scem that the faet of family nust b
accepied as an anchor or support of 2 growing indust
and urbonised order of sccicty, that 2 fanily is not
a place where the old and the young members touch and
go but a place where abiding human reolations and be-
haviour patterns boascd on respeet and dignity arc pos-
sible for the cormon geod. A comnunity thet malces
improper and inadequate arrangcments for its family
life will pay the pricce.

Q
rial

A school systen, however good, cannot roplace
a good home but can only reinforce it fruitfully;
nor cen a goed home replace a good school., I'or the
propcr rurturing of the individwal voth a gcod hone
and a good school are csscntial.

C.¥, PHATUDI
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