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The Matanzimas and Thebehalis
of South Afrca hose chosen o o
sl positiens withon government-
created bantustan parliaments and
community councils, but have at
tracted Ntle popular support In
deed, low polls and gssasimation at
tempis show the extent 1o which
peophe arnc resistimg these instruc-
s

There sno getting away from the
Lact that black people do not and
will nint belicve that the Pretor
povernment has their interests at
heart when creating these organs of
“sell determinubion™. There s no
carrod or stick thayr will convince
them otherwise

Where dies Buthelea fit into the
picture” Duoes he not represent five
milhion Zulus and many others des-
mie his posihion i bantustan poli-
s, Inkatha clums o membership
of AN (00, wears the colours of the
African Natonal Congress (black,
green and gold) and sings the an-
them Nkosi Sikelele.

Some point out that Buthelen
and Inkatha have been attacked
from all quariers — ranging from
the ANC and the BC movement 1o
Bishop Tutw and Motlinag

A convincing hnge of criticism has
come from those who poant to s
rode as a bantustan official

(-4 1 o B LR 1 T

LU thie ssstem

inhers mi Fiiisg

They say the hantustans are no
mare than posls of surplus fabour
— preventing the flow of prospec-
ive workseekers 1o the towns and
reseltling  those  recently out  of
winrk

The harshest aspects of Apan-
hewd — labour conmtrol — form part
of Buthelesi's illﬂl.-ﬁun L | h.'“"“.
stan muinister. Helping the govern-
ment admimster s reseltlement
programme and influx control mea-
sures has given Butheles enough to
answer lor

Frobably lis most exposing prece
of Aparthewd dirty work came last
year during the schools boycotts.
For vears at loggerheads with stu-
dents at Ngoye { Zululand Universi-
ty). Buthelen ran into opposihion
from school pupils as well In both
cases he responded wath violence.
and clashes between his kiene-
wiclding henchmen and students
did s bt tis d:,'!-ll‘u'!, his image as a
lcader in the liberanon struggle

Al the height of this confronta-
tion Buthelezi moved himself fur-
ther away from the “liberation
camp”’ by faling to support the Free
Mandela Campaign,

Ultimastelv., the acid test of Bu-
thelezi s clmms W support may be to
ask how many ul his Inkatha sup-
poriers would see Mandela as thewr
true leader

Thes leaves us with two prnincipal
groupings. divided n wighly by their
stand on the 1ssue of race and class,

Some argue that the root problem
m SA s race prejudice and the ra-
cial discrimmation flowing from
that. Their solution has been to urge
the psychological emancipation of
black people from the yoke of a
slave mentahty, Onee this has been
accomplished, they argue, black
pr{:-pJ.v,' skl e pia 5 [t liber-
ate themselves.

Historically, however, the trend
has been to go beyvond a solely racial
consciousness by looking at the rea-
sons for racism. People’s attitudes,
it argued, are products of their so-
cial environment and not the other
way round Hence it i the socieny
and nol merely its psychology that
needs to be examined and chal-

lenged.
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members see Mandela as
their leader. Not all, but . . .

Chief Gatsha Buthelezi

Adherents to this position argued
that the development of aparthed
can be truced back o particular
needs expenenced by capitalists al
the time, and point o the fact that
the basis of apartheid remams the
control and supply of labour at very
cheap rates. This s not to reduce ra-
cism 1o a rationale for :upitul:n.l CN-
plostation, bui ot s 10 argue that the
twor have a direct link and that
aparthed and capitalsm  have
grown up hand in hand

Apartheid, i this view, remains
the target, but not as an end initsell.
Rather it is the vehicle for an assault
on capitalism which s scen as the
real enemy. Because apartheid pro-
vides 5A capitalism with its cutting
edge. the struggle against the latter
must proceed via an attack on the
former

This approach — which goes
beyond apartheid as the only encmy

— prevailed dunng the hey-day of
mass predest i the Hlfties, wilth the
Congress Alhance adopung a stead-
{astly non-racial approach. With the
development of BC duning the 70,
Illl“ EVer, 1hL’| (Rl LT “'IE lovw ill'd"l
a more ngdly racial approach. But
developments during the last couple
if vears have acceleraied the trend
towards a non-racual, anti-exploita-
tion strategy. The militant youth,
it the forefront of so much ;:Jrnh;ﬂ :
have come o adopt an increasingly
sophisticated analysis of SA society,
and one which has placed more em-
phasi on exploitation has the foun-
dation for political oppression

The groweh of organsanon fias
endorsed this approach — the fast-
oSt prowing organisations being
those that are taking up crucial as-
pects of oppression but inking them
to the underlving factors of explo-
tation.

Progressive trade umons. com-
mumty orgamsations, and student
orgamsations have moved bevond
black consciousness to a non-racial
position. Workmg class in charac-

ter, they have sought to take up the
most pressing problems facing the
working class, and to use these 1o
promole organisation and aware-
ness This has given them a support
bhase of organised apd aware
workers — something they accuse
the black consciousness movemeni
of never managing o achweve

Black comamusness has also re-
cogmsed that power bes with the
workers. In shifting the emphasis of
the struggle to the working class,
they have been reluctant to aban-
don their racial analysis of the South
African situation. This has pushed
them in to the awkward position of
arguing that all black pcople are
workers and all whites are exploit-
ers. Having collapsed race and class
into one and the same thing, the of-
ficial hne to emerge from some
guarters within the black conscious-
ness camp 15 that race determines
class,

Wihile the major thrusis of acnion
and orgamsation bypass BC and
creale the most significant force of
democratic and mass based orgam-
sation to be reckoned with since the
fifiacs. a statement of democratic in-
tention drawn up in [955 has
formed the rallyimg point for the
new wave of organisation

The collection of mimmum de-
mands formulated by representa-
tives of a wide range of organisa-
nons after a nationwide campaign
was designed to draw logether the
aspirations of the majority of South
Afncans. It sets out a broad based
democratic vision of South Afrnica.

[ts unigue appeal hies in the fact
that it provides a stark contrast (o
the anti-democratic system of apar-
theid, wathout becoming deologi-
cally exclusive. This makes it widely
acceptable to democratie groups as
a statement of therr broad aims wnd
provides them with a set of mini-
mum demands to which they can re-
late resistance Lo vanous aspects of
apartheid.

Orgamisations  are  finding  that
these demands for political nighis,
housing, work . cducation, land and
s on are as relevant today as they
were 26 vears ago. They also pro-
vide something of @ yardstick
against which to measure the rele-
vance of their demands and their
progress lowards a democrabic so-
oty

This racially exclusive spproach
clashes directly with the non-racial
stand taken by those who believe
that the struggle agminst apartheid
must never become an end in itself,
lest the symptom be mistaken for
the cause

Victory against apartheid, they
argue, without a far reaching re-
structuring of society, would simply
open up the fruits of a highly un-
cqual society for a small black mid-
dle class to share. Because the roots
of economic and political inequality
hic ina system of racial exploitation,
the removal of exploitation from
sociely becomes the real and imme-
diate goal of the struggle

According to this approach then.
the struggle against apartheid is
necessary because it acts as the vehi-
cle through which capitalist explos-
tatwon takes place. 11 not an ant-
white struggle. but a  strugple
against a network of coergive laws
which curb and control the working
class. Any person, while or black.,
taking advantage of those laws 1o
profit from the explonation of their
fellow South Africans, becomes an
encmy of the people and & 1arget in
the struggle

Likewise, anyone standing up to
challenge those laws and the explo.-
tation they make possible, 15 a de-
mocral and an ally of the people

On the surface of things. black
consciousness docs appear 1o clash
with this approach Black con-
sciousness ideologues have refused
to acknowledge the role played by
progressive whites, and steadfastly

—
refuse o aocept that they have o
contribution 1o make (o the “black
mans struggle’

The vouth however have wurned
increasingly o the non-racial, anti-
eaplotation hime. Using black con-
SCIOUSTICSS as @ starhing point (o pol-
icise people, they have insisted on
drawing oul the hinks between apar-
thewd and explotation, and siressed
the need for the struggle o ‘go all
the way™ and extend democracy not
omly in the formal parliamentary
wefse, bl into the home, the fae-
tory. the school, the community,
the burcaucracy. even the health
syslem

And it is the youth who have sct
the pace since 'Th, in word and
deed. The 1976 uprisings launched a
whole new generation of activities
who pushed ahead to organise their
communitics, their factones, their
fellow women, artists, sportspeo-
ple

As the pupils of 76 became the
workers of T8, we have seen an
increase in worker orgamsation in
the factonies. No longer concerned
1o bargain simply for a few conces-
sions within the system, the workers
of oday are refusing 1o see¢ thar
problems at work in isolation from
the rest ol their oppressive exis-
tence, and are starting to wicld their
economic power effectively in sup-
port of more far reaching demands

Students, lrade gmony, Comman-
iy groups, women groups and or-
ganisations active in many areas of
activity are increasingly stating that
there can be no substitute foy strug-
gle Instead, 3 con-
gress of democratic people would
provide those strugghng for free-
dom the opportunity lormulating o
programme ol democratic demands
to guide them in the construction of
a democratic South Afnca




