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Mandela has been “inside™ for 23
years. For the past two ycars Man-
dela, now 67 years old, has been in
Cape Town’s Polsmoor prison with
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Mandela-the
man no prison

can silence

Their's was a call for action.

IbeANC"Frop'unmegf

action™ adopted at its congress in
reflected the assetive-

national volunteer-in-

f of the 1952 Defiance Cam-

i aphmunjulthﬂ—which

medmaremoﬂhepm
la

WS,
lﬁyﬁ' speaking mmﬁon-
, and ing at meet-
ings with volunteers throughout the
country. His task was to inspire
people with the confidence to over-
come their oppression, through a
direct and non-violent challenge to
the government.
This work led to his arrest, along
with many thousands of others who
took up the campaign, and he was
charged with furthering the aims of
communism. Mandela, Moroka,

at the end
of 1952, Albert Lutuli was elected
mt .ne‘l:lpzf the BAo!:th and

ty. were
immediately banned, as were more

than 100 , Indian
and trade union organisers.

M-plan, which aimed to build mass

membenhblhgh ing at
a hierarchy of leaders at inter-
mediate levels, would be respon-
sive to direction without the neces-
sity of public meetings.

into cells at street level. Seven street
cells would make a ‘zone’ and a rep-
resentative from each zone would
unite with four others in a ‘ward’.
Ward representatives would then
form a further committee, which
would administer the ANC in each

In 1955 the national executive
commented that not enough work
had been done to implement the

activities were all very —
but house-to-house work, educa-
tion, and the building of small local
branches was just as important,

Mandela, meanwhile, had set up a
legal practice with Oliver Tambo. It
was not easy — apart from his other

commitments, the Transvaal Law
Society tried to stop him practising
as a lawyer.

He resisted this attempt, and at
one point during the marathon
Treason Trial of 1956-60 he was
part of the defence team.

In 1960 a State of Emergency was
declared. Heavy repression . fol-
lowed and the ANC was banned.
Meetings were disrupted and it was
many months before leaders could
come together nationally to discuss
a way forward.

I n March 1961 a national All-in
African conference was held in
Maritzburg. Mandela’s banning
order had just cxg';:d. and he was

able to make his public speech
since 1952.

He discussed plans to campaign
for a national convention which
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movement, as well as offers to free
him on condition that he renounces
The Release Mandela Campaign
has this to say:
"Along the relcase of Man-
dela must come the return of exiles;
the of the ANC; the
release of political detainces; the
Whﬂﬂdtﬁe

of security forces.

"Only then will a national conven-
tion be possible to secure a future of
peace and democracy inSA."
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