
Late last year the
second ordinary
congress of the
MPLA workers party
met in Luanda
WE DONT WANT our elders

just to stay in their offices in
Luanda . We want them to get out
into the provinces where the people
produce," said a message read by
an Angolan children's organisation
at an MPLA eongrcsa late last year .

'flee Agostinho Neto Pioneers
read its message at the second ordi-
nary congest of the MPLA•Work-
ers' Party, held in Luanda in
December.

The message reflected the climate
of criticism and debate surrounding
the congress, which had been can-
vassed countrywide .

"We held the real congress
throughout I9K5 ." paid one dele-
gate .
'We only came here to ratites the

Jccisions.' .
Like other congresses, this one

also took place in the midst cat war .

But this has been a good training
ground for those cadres who have
had to struggle to maintain and
defend the country's territorial
independence, while at the same
line providing basic social services
and infrastructures in these war
tones .

This accounts for the respect given
to the delegates from the southern
regions at the congress .

Over the years the Angolan army
has learnt to deal with this situation
of indefinite war, and has
responded by modernising .
The young army commanders,

trained in struggles of 1975 against
Units, against the MPLA's second
rival movement, the FNLA, and
against the South African invaders,
came close to capturing the Unites
headquarters at Jarnba, in the far
south-east near the border with
Namibia .
They were only prevented from

doing so by the massive South Afri-
can intervention at Mavinga in Sep-
tcmbcr . Despite heavy losses, the
Angolan army showed its growing
strength and increasing ability to
stand up to South Africa's military
might .
Thus Angola need not be forced to

capitulate to Unites, but can con-
tinue to defend itself succesfully
while at the same time conducting
diplomatic initiatives .
The young army leaders made a

substantial contribution to the con-

gees debate, especially the deci-
sion not to negotiate with Unites .
Because of the important part the

army plays in maintaining stability
in Angola's everyday life the new
Central Committee contains 33
members who are drawn from the
army .
The Congress Hall also reverber-
ated to declarations of solidarity
most notably from the MPLA's
comrades in Mocambique and the
Congo, who sent delegations
headed by Presidents Samora
Machel and Dennis Sassou-Ngues-
sou .
President Machel stressed the

close historic ties between MPLA
and Frolimo . The two revolutions
ran on parallel paths, and
shared the common denominator of
South African-sponsored destabili-
sation .
Angolan president lose' Eduardo

dos Santos said imperialism in
Southern Africa was attempting to
reverse Mozambique and Angola's
chosen paths of socialist develop-
ment .
The Soviet Union and Cuba also

sent top-level delegations to the
congress to show their continued

support for the Angolan revolu-
tion .
The Congress examined problems
within the party. It looked at the
failure to circulate information
within and between party struc .
lures, and at the neglect of the rural
areas, where the majority of the
population still live .
This problem was reflected in the

class breakdown of the congress
delegates. There were 682 dde-
gates, amongst whom: 1,7 percent
were peasants ; 24,9 percent indust-
rial workers ; and 49,9 percent
white-collar worker :. The con-
gress stressed the need to establish
peasants' associations, and to give
assistance to the peasant farming
sector .
When discussing the economy

delegates attacked those who
wanted to 're-establish capitalist
relations of production' .
Many technicians complained

contracts of work were given to
foreign countries when there was
no shortage of Angolan technicians
with similar qualifiations .
The report of the outgoing central
committee called for a reduction in
the amount of foreigners
employed.

The congress also stressed the
need for the Angolan economy to
break free from its dependence on
oil exports . About 90 percent of its
export income comes from oil. A
call was made to rebuild the coffee .
timber and diamond industries .
But the situation cannot change

overnight, and for the time being
Angolan oil must provide the
necessary money for Angola to con-
tinue defending itself and to buy the
goods it cannot produce itself .
The most emotional moments of
the Congress cane with the election
of the new Central Committee con-
sisting of % people .The newly-
elected members include young
cadres who distinguished them-
selves in military and economic
tasks in the country's most difficult
provinces .
The new Party leadership forms a

cohesive and disciplined group
around the figure of President Jose
Eduardo dos Santos . It is this core
of people who are now at the helm
of the MPLA .
"We held the real congress

throughout 1985," said one dele-
gate. "We only came here to ratify
the decisions."
Like other congresses this one also

took place in the midst of war . It
meant that the defence of Angola
independence was one of the most
important themes .
Since independence Angola has

been under attack and for most of
this time substantial tracts of
Southern Angola have been under
Unite control .
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