VIGILANTES
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Wherever people
organise, vigilante
groups emerge
carving a path of
death and viclence.

TIME AFTER TIME, vigilante
violence has been linked to the
interests of the community council-
lors often with their direct partici-
pation.

The rejection of community coun-
cils mean that they rely on force to
impose their rule.

“The police, limited by law and b
the pngﬁcity which inevitably foz
lows extra-legal conduct, are
unable to perform the function of
consent to the ambitions of ﬂa{'
community councillors,” Haysom
points out.

"The community councillors now
‘associated with vigilantes have
resorted to their privale armies
which they have either hoped or
trusted would be sanctioned or tol-
erated by the authorities.

It scems they have not hoped in
vain.

In January, a Supreme Court
acknowleged for the first time that
councillors were involved in violent
vigilante actions, and were being
protected by members of the SAP.

in this instance, three councillors
were restrained from mauliw two
children in Fort Beaufort, Sgt.
Sijika of Fort Beaufort Police Sta-
tion was ordered to stop preventing
assault ints being made and
from prejudicing investigations.

This was after Nowandle Mathe,
the mother of an 11 year old boy,
heard her child screaming next
door. She saw three community
councillors emerge from the house,
and found her son lying on the floor
bleeding from his stomach.

When she tried to report the mat-
ter, Sgt. Sijika prevented a junior
ment, and threatened to tell
she was working for the police if she
took the issue further.

In Huhudi, the civic association
(Huca) made enemies of the coun-
cillors by organising resistance to
the forced removal of Huhudi into

utatswana.

On 24 November last year, a
group leaving a Huca meeting were
allegedly attacked by vigilantes.
They were taken into a shop owned
by a community councillor, and
assaulted.

Days later, the homes of two
executive members of Huca were
burnt to the ground. A youth who
fled from one of the houses was
hacked with pangas, and his body
later found in the mortuary with
three bullets in it.

Seven witnesses handed state-
ments to the police, who told them
to come back to sign them. But only
three were allowed to sign their
statements.

Since then, the assaults have con-
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DEATH COMES IN GANGS
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the Mayor, Dr. E. Thali, of being
part of assaults by the vigilantes.
The Pakathis" as they are known,
sec it as their task to “clean up”
organised opposition t0 apartheid.

Mayor Thali said to the press that
“under the guidance of the
Thabong town council, members
Co e e

saying, “

and:poilthcm". meetings of

potential  stone-throwers and

murder, three of attempted murder
and 56 cases of assault arising
vigilante terror in Thabong. To get
these cases accepted in court,
lawyers by-passed the police and
submitted the evidence directly to
the Attorney General.

g

house. At Mayisa's funeral, further
violence broke out and hundreds of
LAC supporters fled the area.

The LAC won an interdict in the
Pretoria Supreme Court temporar-
ily restraining 23 armed vigilantes
from harming Leandra residents.

But the community has been torn
apart and many LAC members,
including about 300 women and
children, have fled the area. The
unity that characterised five years
of resistance against removals has
been shattered in two months of
vigilante violence, and left the LAC
badly crippled.

Vigilante grou
mine unity, and
in the community.

In Leandra, ‘insiders’ with Section
10 rights and ‘outsiders’ with no
urban rights were united in the face
of removals. But the vigilantes have
played on ‘insider’ resentment that
confrontation with the police has
arisen because of the LAC's

aim to under-
k for weak links

defence of of ‘outsiders’.
"Where crupted bet-
- ween different soctions of the com-

munity, - there has often been
strong cvidence that division has
been skillfully exploited or mm
openly  encouraged
authoritics. It is claimed that in
wmmwamm
ofthuew.ornoodpu-
sively by wheéa violence erupts,
indicating at least to one that
their conduct will go i 4
Haysom says.. ..
At present, the formal incorpora-
tion of the vigilantes into the states
law and order machinery is a seri-

000 guards to betrained.

In many townships, defence
against the ) has become
essential for the survival of activists
and of orgamisation. But this
defence is not :

Where the have gone into

have the advamtage of community

on their side. But the vig-

ilantes have the of being

well-armed, and the belief that they
will not be touched by the law.

The effectiveness of court inter-

dicts are Iﬁlb::; tm.i:da's but

courts cer-

e

that it is often a casc of activists

won, the

how it can be enforced.

The more organisation is
rooted at a street level, the harder it
seems to be for vigilantes to oper-
ate. Those ips where this
level of been i-
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