
LANGA RESIDENTS have
demanded that the government pay
for Langa to be upgraded instead of
removing people .
"Our sweat and the sweat of our

fathers has made businessmen live
in luxury. All we are asking is what
is rightfully ours ."
Langa has 50000 residents and lies

neat to a white suburb in
Uitenhage . After the March 21
maSSACRE last year, 35 () white resi-
dents petitioned the government to
remove of Langa residents to Kwa
Nobuhle. Scorn 426 families living
closest to the white suburb were
served with eviction notices .
Local residents responded : "We

will not move, with a court order or
without."
The court case was held in the sup-
reme court in Port Elizabeth on the
March 25 . Before it started a rep-
resentative of the community was
offered a deal . If the 426 families
moved to Kwa Nobuhle they could
stay there without paying rent or
service charges and the government
would upgrade the rest of Langa as
the case would then be dropped .
The representative said he had no

mandate to accept . The court case
went ahead and judgment was
reserved .
Langa residents commissioned a
group of progressive planners,
architects and engineers, Planact,
to draw up proposals for upgrading
Langa .
Community facilities are bad .

There is one small clinic, a few
uneven playing fields and only one
tap for every l 158 people . There is
no school . The roads and storm
water drainage arc poor .
Planact proposed a two year
emergengy upgrading process
which could bring services up to a
minimum standard. This would cost
about R3,5 million .
Next would come flush toilets,

running water, electricity and tar-
red roads at the cost of about R22
million . New community facilities
such as schools, libraries and halls
will also have to be built .
The following principles would be
used:
• Langa's democratic structures
must have full control over the pro-
cess, making major decisions and
controlling spending ;
•

	

Upgrading must he affordable to
people ;
•

	

Sufficient land must be avails •
ble;
• The community must get the
economic benefits . For example
residents should be employed to do
the work .
•

	

Land rights must be secure .
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