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THE TRANSVAAL Student Con-
gress ( TRASCO ) says it agrees in
principle with the resolutions pas-
sed at the conference of the
National Education Crisis Commit-
tee in Natal last month.

“We see schools boycotts in many
parts of the country not as deliber-
ate actions undermining the spirit
of the NECC conference, but as
contined action against a govern-
ment who refuses to adequately
meet our demands. The conference
took place with these demands still
not met, many schools were boycot-
ting already at the time.

“We understand why many stu-
dents are frustrated at the seem-
ingly ‘soft’ approach the conference
took. At the same time, we cannot
ignore the fundamental problems
that continue to exist in our
townships and schools.

“We shall continue to engage the
authorities in the way we collec-
tively agreed at Wits last year —
organising in the schools and work-
ing towards people’s education™,
says a TRASCO spokesperson.

Trasco covers the entire Trans-
vaal, comprising of local student
congresses and their SRC affiliates.
The Trasco Executive Committee
is still functioning as an interim
structure. Full elections are plan-
ned in the near future.

At a Trasco conference in Soweto
on March 23, 24 and 25 delegates
from 42 Trasco branches made the
following resolutions:
® On People’s Education:

On commemorative days such as
June 16, Mayday, June 26, and
August 9, courses would be run on
the peoples’ history of resistance,
and the road ahcad.

Other days during the school week
should also be set aside for alterna-
tive  education  programmes.

calls

Teachers could assist with these.
The Education Charter Campaign

is seen as a vehicle Lo ensure tﬁe
implementation of our choice of
education.

Trasco is presently collecting vari- |

ous publications on alternative
forms of education and will distri-
bute these for workshops.

® On Mass Action:

When the situation demands stay
aways and consumer boycotts,
broad and thorough consultation
shall be made, involving civics,
youth, parent and other progressive
organisations.

A campaign for the unbanning of
Cosas and the ANC shall be backed
by such actions.

“The existing democratic parents
crisis committees, SRCs, parent
teacher student associations will
also form part of structures for
peoples’ education. The prog-
ramme must not be confined to

classrooms.”

“Structural links with Cosatu and
many other community organisa-
tions are being established.
People's education is not estab-

lished., Peoplcs eduq.mn B not

Students will also hclp orgamsc the
unemployed into  unemployed
worker unions.

“Students will attend Cosatu shop-
stewards Council meetings and visit
union offices to help with office
work to learn the practical working
of a union™.

Because students in the bantustans
face heavy repression, Trasco has
resolved to support their struggles.
One way is by organising campaigns
against bantustan policies, espe-
cially against industries operating
there. Research into boycott action
against these industries and their
products must be made.

“All organisations must take up

for joint campaigns
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“We cannot ignore the problems that continue to exist in schools”™ - Trasco.

people’s education, discuss and
implement it. This is not the duty of
students alone, but all of ours.”™
“We have already seen puppet
community councils give way to
progressive  democratic  civics,
democratic unions replace sweet-
heart company unions and the reac-
tionary tnbal authorities increas-
ingly challenged by the people.”
said Trasco.

SRC's shouid be formed in all
schools and play their proper demo-
cratic role. No major problems
have arisen in establishing these,
but progressive organisations must
help students fight for their forma-
tion.

® On class suspension and the dis-
missal of teachers and students:
“We must insist on our right to
education — people’s education,”
Trasco resolved. “When DET
closes down schools, students and
all other sectors of the community
must demand they be re-opened.
Schools must be occupied if this
demand is not met, and the oppor-
tunity used to teach people’s educa-
tion,

“If teachers have been transferred,

their reinstatement must  be
demanded or students must boycott
classes until this demand has been
met. Stayaway action, consumer
and other boycotts must be used to
force the state to bend to these
demands”.

® On , the SADF in the
townships and the nature of vig-

ilante groups:

To campa?n foa the wuhdnw;l of

cate studentl and the oommumty
about the role of the armed forces.
“We view the role of the state as a
defender and protector of the
interests of the wealthy. So we see
the occupation of our townships
and schools as a means to ensure
the perpetuation of capitalist and
apartheid education™.

Students will also organise their
parents around this issue, raise
their awareness of being members
of the working class. Trasco also
resolved to take action against vig-
ilantes. These resolutions have
been nationally circulated and are
to be compared with the 28 and 29
NECC ones to cnable joint cam-
paigns and implementation.

PORT ELIZABETH students
have renamed their schools after
prominent people in the liberation

struggle.

But it is not only the names that
have changed in PE schools.

Since the return to classes students
and the PE Cnsis in Education
committee (CEC) have made sig-
nificant gains in the schools.

“The situation in our schools is
more than dual power. We have
toppled the scale onto the side of
the people™, said the CEC.

The CEC represents 28 organisa-
tions including students and other
UDF affihates, Cosatu, church,
sports and other bodies.

After report backs on the
December education conference,
the CEC tabled demands with the
DET. The DET refused to accept
the democratic SRC constitution.

But ltudmu are implementing
The DI -smd supply stati

to statio-
urymuldmder set-
work books and said would
start renovating schools, two
weeks after the a , the

DET had done nothing.

CEC

in PE controls
schools their way: the

democratic way

The CEC visited the 60 schools in
PE townships. They worked out
how many classrooms could be used
and what renovations were needed.

Along with students and parents
they defied the way the DET
wanted to organise the schools.
They went ahead and implemented
their own plans on:

® the allocation of students to dif:
ferent classrooms and schools.

@ appointments, dismissals and
allocation of teachers.

@ alternative education program-
mes.

While demanding that the DET
renovate schools, they made sure
that every student could be

accomodated in the existing clas-
Srooms.

The platoon  system  was
implemented some students go to
school in the morning and others go
in the afternoon.

The CEC said ideally there should
be 25 students in each class. But
because of the shortage of clas-
srooms, there were 60 students in
cach class.

But this overcrowding meant the
failure rate would be very high.

This was unacceptable as far as nor-

mal education was concerned, said

a CEC spokesperson.
So it was only worthwhile for stu-

dents to go back to classes if there
were political discussions and
awareness programmes in addition
to formal tuition.

When the DET did nothing to
renovate the schools, the CEC took
it into their own hands. Along with
students and principals they
worked out which classrooms
should be renovated first.

School funds and contributions
from parents were used to fix two
classrooms at one school. The CEC
resources subcommittee was man-
dated to look into raising funds.

The PE Chamber of Commerce and
Industries said they would pay half
the money needed to renovate the

schools and provide stationary.
They said they would lend the gov-
ermment the rest of the money.

United action from students,
parents and the CEC also forced
the DET to:

@ back down on retrenchments
and transfer of teachers and accept
a Science teacher chosen by the
CEC and students.

® agree to suspend an SADF
teacher in one school.

® rcopen  schools  which  were
closed down.

The CEC said the DET had totally
failed to administer the schools.
They said PTSA's and the commun-
ity should take over the running of
the schools and be responsible for
education policy.

A draft constitution for PTSA’s
has been drawn up. These will later
take over the role of the CEC.
PTSA's are to work closely with
street and arca committees in the
townships. Here people will be

questionaires for the people’s
Echaum Charter Campaign to
say what type of education they-

The principals should no be
accountable to the DET, butto
PTSA's and the community. And
school buildings and facilitics must
be belong to the community, said
the CEC.
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