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Apartheid loses
control as civil
war continues

SOUTH AFRICA'S
emergency continues,

Despite the afficial Hiftng of the
Emergency n March,  muny
[ s, rural arcas and hantus-
tans arc still in a stsbe of civil war.

Mass democraie m
the government and mPW"
continues 1o cocalale.

In response the government has
stepped up its armed activitics in an
attempt to bring the black popula-
thom under control

Their  bantustans,  Lebowa,
K"n!nlu Ciskei, KwaNdebele

Bophutatswans have been
mmdmmmm
ment and "
on the one side and the democratic
mmjority on the other — are locked
o a batde of bitle or oo oom-
promise

But people faced with casspin,
teargas, bullets and recently hand-
grenades are siill using non-violent
weapons such as rent and consumer

boycofts and stayaways 1o pres-
surise the suthorities 10 meet their
demands

state  of

Workers organised in democratic
trade unions affiliated 1o the Con-

ress of South African Trade

Indons (COSATU) are planning
mass work stoppages and commem-
orations on May 1, the one hun-
dreth anniversary of May Day.

It will be the first national staya-
way in over twenty years — and
probably the biggest in South Afni-
can history

Workers are demanding the right
to organise, the right 10 work, stu
dent rights, the right to free politi

cal activity, the unbanning of all
bannex organiations and the rght
to free movemcnt and decent hous
ing.

The May Day mass sction has the

Educa-
tion Crisis Committee (NECC) and
bundreds of progressive organiss-
tions

On the education fronl, militant
activity is planned. The NECC con
ference demands I‘hn:h
have been repeatedly put 10 the
povernment but never met.
Ower 1200 representatives voiced
take over the
educa-

m—m&-
. free o
better school und much clse has
been met with repression and chos-
ing down of schools. But this will
never silence the demands.

The NECC declared June 16
Mathonal Youth Day and has called
for a three day narional stayaway on
June 16, 17 and 18 1o mark the tenth
anniversary of the 1976 Uiprising.

COSATU has thrown its weight
behind the stayaway.

Mass action in the form of renl,
consumer and other boycotts are
swoeping across the country, And
mass stayaways arc being staged as
thousands attend luﬂuli af every
victim of repression

The govemment hoped 1o regain
control by sending in the army and
the ice, during the State of
Emergency and after
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UDF president dies in detention

THE DEATH of Northern Trans-
vaal  UDF  president  Peter
MNechabelong is part of & systemaric
campaign being waged by the apar.
theid gavernment through its ban-
tuestans.

This was said in 3 UDF statement
released st 3 press conference on
Nchabeleng's death and the crisis in
the Northern Trarsvaal

UDF, Cosatu, Detainees Parents
Commitice and the South
African Council of Churches at rep-
reseniatives st the press conference
strongly conde the death in
nnﬂwcwwﬂ!'
They said Nchabeleng was in per-
Iru bnhh ait the time of his deten-
One chiel detained at the
um time ltlldﬂw- o
being apricst had seen
the body in the charge office a1
the

The death came afier bomb and
handgrenade attacks on the homes

rmmrw-wm UDF"s Mohiala, Nedou, Vailll, Mokabas;

of UDF officials, Joyce Mabm‘hlu
and Peter Mui.l.h

death.

detentions, bombi

"%-”’f%"r'“m,«u “with con-

.....L“" d the present mrll

(Sactu) makes his death & big Mow
1o the worken movement”.

rades we say— let us catry forward
the spirit of Nchabeleng. Let us
strengthen |h: democratic move-

mn pmrc: in 1I|:'mnu

mines, schools, wvillages and
1ownships where we live and lel the
wdeas of Comrade Nchabeleng bear
fruit™

“Gone are the days when our
people [rom the countryside were
servike and of this
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Mchabelang - died in detaion

Nchabaleng
combatant
and patriot

SLAIN Northern Transvaal LDF
| Peter Nehabeleng had s
inng history of involvement in the

Iiberation struggle

His life embodied three aspects of
the st ~ the rural, natsonal
il weis class

in the be was an active

ot

executives
Congress (ANCY wnd Soath
can Congress of Trate Uniom

(Sactu)

m- that time sparked
widespre. uprisings
Sekhukhuneland, '«\!uhﬂmﬁ
became a leader of the peasant
movement which spearheaded the
resistapce.

He abo served on Sehatakgomo
— formed s a defence and aid
group for people arrested and
charged during the uprisings. He
worked n interpreter for the
neouseds lawyer st the time — Joe
Shovo — now ANC national exscu-
tive member. Schatokgomo — o
war cry — developed imMo & rural
political movement in the arca

In 1962 Nchabeleng was charged
with furthering the aims of the
ANC and for sabotage. He was sen-
tenced and served B years on Rob-
ben Island.

Immediately after his imprisan-
menit, his family was deported from
Pretoria to Apel in Sekhukbune-
tand. And on his release he too was
hannished there and banned
He was agnin arrested in 1974 and

ven & saspended senience for

reaking his banning order

Less two years later he was

with harbouring and
recruiting people for military train-
ing along with Joe (n!l.h They
were hath abe was
later mssassinated while an ANC

mtative in Zimbabwe.

T being -u:‘ulned in 1978,
med for § years.

wystem of injustice. The re,

ment of tribal authorities by democ.

ratic commitiees had given

there o taste of des a
sasd

posing
siem. “The active participation of
people in the hberation strug-
marks the beginning of the nd
Thase servil
Tares were:

g in Bantustan siruc.
on to state ‘wether

Soon afer the expiry of his ban-

liage
}:huheluniluhmlﬂl
whnht

Hch-buaﬂledlmlﬂ
for life, a patriot until the end.
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