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“Why aren’l

all the

best chaps
Christians™

Some vieidrs mgo 8 osmill beok was poblished bearing the above tile, The
words have haonted me, almost. throoghoul my minsiey, [ wes wrillen by
Sipdder! Kennedy, the populur padre of the first world war wshe sas known
i [hopsands of sildiers ss Wondbine Willie Te-day be would se doubi have
bern calied Sammy Stwyvesant! He partly earmed bis sickname noi only by
being &n mvricmic cigamvite sseler himscll bui by, 3= 5 peint of contscl.
sltering his Wosdbinss 1o any soldier be met of whatever rank Keanedy was
& virlle man's mam. A gresi, though perhsps sherthedes (hrislias =itk a
pussisnails byrmipg falth. And it worried and Bart bim ircsendeaddy (hai
amangel all Lhe fine, splendid, pnseilizh men wilh whom be worked, sme of
wham be siw hravely die, =8 many had oot bern won For the Christ and Hi=

Uhurch.

Why aren't all the begt chopa Chris-
tana T he nsleed, The quest oy lea nog-
god ot many o miniater slneo, 10 ought

e worrey us gll, amlsn rewendously,
b=l

handi' s challenge 1o
Christianiy

We ranmel . of cobfse. id oufeelves
the probless b oot there. that there
erv mad {ioe prophe cot-Sade the Chech
un-wna [or Chrast, Nor cas we pretend
that the Church hss a manopaly oo
religion and poodness. Eather must wr
admit quite Trankly thnl we have bero
btk & jodgement and 3 challenge. Dr
Leonard Griffith of the lLondon City
Temple makes this very poinl in onc
of his fine published sermone He il-
lusirates Teom the life of Mahobma
Giandhl, o epiritund giond few  Chris-
tiane have equalled in eteture,

Ap we all know, when o young man
Gandhl lived here in Sewth Afrkca, Mer-
haps we didn” know he almaesl became
a Christian. He =spemt cach Somday
with & Chrisiion [smily and sileoded
Charch with thes regularly. Hatl
Giamdhi foend Lhe sermoms dull and un-
isspiriing, amad be ceuldn’y for the Life
wl him wov baw aad where Unls § resti-
anity was makisg aay differencr ba
the lives of Lhoce whe professed .
They sevmed Jusi as worldly, -=i-
cenired and smugly mspectahle &=
amy others. And e Gandhi wha was
later to hecome the leader of three-
hondred-and-fifty million people was
ol Giv thie Christ and His cis, What
i juilgement upon thinl eongregatlon!

Our lives and actions ond sinndards
are continunlly being judged by Lhose
optgide ihe Church. Not slmply by
eriticlam, thourh they sre nol alwars
sparing =f that, e Ry mmisers whi
cctasonally distards hia  dogeoliar
nows ax well 33 his congregaiion
They judgr w “becames very oftes
they bave all that we possess amd more
besides”. Just by being there, And thos
wE have o ask curselives agam and
again ouwr Lord's own gl os, “What
da ye more Lhan others™ In what way
are you who belong te Christ different,
have more posce amd podes and power
for daily living, have a solutlon o

life's problema, ond nre beltor able
tn hendle Bfe's japmed odges?

The Church peaple and the
Samariian

The miabbing poigt of Chrisi’s jpei-
rable of ihe Good Samaritan ks hai

Die

¢

Chetecar b passd by o0 the other
were e Priest and the Levile
hsad orem e Charch and sigha
2= wiell have staved pi home, They had
rl grosped smbal b meant. [ was Lhe
samariian whe duda’l atiesd v
Temple Services, wha mally  seder-
siuep whai worship means — righl
Fivimg amd righi relationships

And didn't Jesus teach that Cod
iz mot confined to the area of the
Temple, or of religion. bot i 1o be
found an the rosd te Emmags, and
tella ue whal to do on our bislneas
journeys Trom Jerusalem to Jericha?

So many who nre nol Christlans yel
by their lives show forth the Chrlst-
ke =pirtt and guolities —  oburege,
and devotion to duty, and heneslly, and
seli-lems mervice and high deals Have
oo mel e them im the Servics Cluls
ia socis] welflare orpamissiioms, n al-
mosi every walk of fle” 1 wiah ihey
wire giving allsrenre to the Church
amd organiesd Christianity 1 wiak to
izod they were. And the challezge of it
el = tEal wv mist re-CXANNE oUr
faith and make sure that what we
beve gl (rom the Christ and i
Church is something whicki eumime nds
ltgalf to others, scmething worth ha-
ving, and without which 1ife could
nover be the same; sormething {hat ia
worlh shiring with othera. Many  of
thess “bepl chaps' could revalulioniae
the Church If only they were won for
ithe Chrisi snd His cause. Why aren’l
they Chrintinns™

It eammod e thal they havwe really

£

peta Josig Chrel as He = IE.IJJ" heard
Hiz mramagy and thes twreed Him
dows, cam i T We know almoss ined ine
tively that i 8l the full seewer The
Christ ood His Lreik was emde (ow all
merw. upwl was meent for al oen Mo
le man, el becauss e = oman and
el Tuel, dowes sl meed sl

More Fhely these people have gat
itheir idean of Jesa= (hrisi, f they
have umy ai all, mised up with pae-
san= and all ihe imperfections of the
Church, and hive done whil seme-
fimes we all de, mistuken Chorchlanl
ty for Christlendiy,

Howy one longe Lo say to them . "For
potdnees mike, dun't look st me, loek
gt Him Don't hook @i my Poor, misers
ble Difs, Jesslo at s Den’t look ot His
Church es it s but af what He ixles-
ded il o become Calch s wiakoh of
Jremy mnd what He means and & Uryiag
te sy o mee. sl wks! He wopld
do for this workd of cars™ For once
recosmiar Jewvws, and open LET hedris
to Hem we con b guite sore He will
do ke Test

Admiitadly, some of e ARIWET b8
conmemned with humsa blindoess, Wiu-
pidity, pride, supposed self-auffiswney
ond carebeam indifference. v is Wil
nolhing to s muany who pass by Cal-
vary's Cross  Ghat Gesd Himeelf, the
One whio erenbed  them,  ghould b
periing Lim in redemptive love, Bl
it in the "best chaps” we are thinking
about, those whoso lhves obviously are
mwtivated by high ideals, lived fof the
highest they know, amnd which. though

.United Presbyterian Church™
se Algemene Sinode
in Des Moines

Die 175ste Algemene vergadering van die Verenigde Preshylerisanse Kerk in dle VLA het Do Mol vanjaar
im Dhes Molnes vergader. De Verenlgde Preshyterinanse Kerk in die V.S.AL bet 3 miljoen belydende lidmate mei
12,030 predikante wal 9,202 gemeenies bedien Daar = tans 5253 teelogies <ludente besly om holle veor 1o
berel vir die bedirning. 1He kerk bestasn uit 1% ringe. ingedee] in 33 strecksinedes. (We peisl afprvaandipdes

ma die Aleemenr iy was T95

Hulle jamrhiloes bydras bebsg SN
mmilprwry Hamd waarves ke lelssol
prmikicl] RI0 por far byir

Hierlir wiiling was pricrnmerh deur
"mogrmat erms s die mssestryd mo die
YEA te bedien mel " Skrilluarlike
antwuard,

Belfs voordat Rev. Silas Keasler ge-
ki in 0k die puwe moderator, hot die
ainode congeirlg besluit om dle noger-
leler, D, Mortin Luther King. wit te
naci om die hoofspreker 1o wees by die
Rinede. King kon die oiinediging nie
sanverr bk [He Sinode bel '8 dommie-
=i¢ bepoem om ressediskriminaske (e
beveg, o n bedrag van brkams ‘n
Ealiwei] pwn Mand tot hofle besbibking
ﬂ-nﬂ oen ke sanbevelings toa wil-
voer b brimg D afiredemsds maosders-
tor, dr. Seoll., bet daa ook 8 oy mit-
Lresrede prepresk oor die ek o task
in reesverbowdinge. Hy bot sange-
dring op die dessgregasiec ran kerk on
wnnbikrt, s verad die Nooedelike
Stnte gevra om g voorbeeld e alel vir
die Buidelike Sinte.

[Me rappewri vag historicss belang
wut dear die Sl zagvaar @ wis 0
rajeery e hevk em Staal Vir lweor
volle der im hiernde rapport gedebateer
m e volle sitilng. TDasr was & dewr
rastenide sludie van die onderwerp ge-
mank |ank voor die sSnodesiiting, ecn
11060 studiegroepes olt 131 ringe het
frdicalf desgill  fmgesbtdess oar o
vorhouding  tussen  kerk  en sbid
Twanll annbevellngs wit dic rappoct =
pENYAAr, wanrohder

1. Dbe Simasde beslult datl godeiienst [ge
grhralle, suw prbed ea Shrilesing,
nie by dic publicke shool fuishonrt
mhr,

INe Sinosde krur die pehrull sam
pullichy rormdem deur ‘m bevh all
temwy brhoorfik daarveess verpesd
w gl

1 e herhkverband behosrt prem (ak-
ter Ir wees by lndiensmrming =
e stasisdlens nie.

L. e keik mogi hom nie [nlani med

|=

temsbaplihe gremslr bpros wiv, In
g Erbmeil s feehing

=emagwviie: [He herk alieen alrs
valle veramiweorleiilbetl am am
v fidmals B vrywilfipe ealerhss-
ding van die dag van die Here ie
verhry.

.h‘l

W, fhe Simode de in ﬁ:!ﬂ!ﬂ:f feen st

mitdies vam die stant vir herkskols,

7, Mo Sinede = oorioly ot geen
mensllhe wese of  sensorraad  die
wysheld hosii om op godsdlensi lge
gronde e besluit wal die algemens
pulilieh mag lees, shen of hisr nie,
Heogpsiens durf "o kerk sy eie M-
male waarske leen wal indrgds leen
=¥ chre aarwiging

= [he ezshrrdingsmeile o aznmeming
van hindere mord geriz wres ap i
mwelsyn van div brtrobhe gesin

5 [he Ripesle sba 'a zevaar in e
vrysiclling van belasiing ssm i
sisal wal die kerk senict. n e
haasrt soos alle amder persame of
instansies helastingpligtiz te wees

die medlese advies wat op goele we- Lo
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Why aren’t all the best chaps

Christians

jrerlinps uncomscioualy i ko
ledged, show forth in some degres Lhe
Christ-like tomper, Amid a0 i your
Chrlation responsibility sopd  mime in
the matber, rathor thas thale wp, we
are Lrying ta fuow

Maorimyg withowt pasivral charge these
pasd few vears las been ap ipteresting
wipefichcs in BaAy Y3Fs, Nel lensd
v ams (e {or refleciion, sl
i opparimmily sl YERiper §ressd
s, ms il were, sow e (hoeeh . rom Lbe
matsider’s polml af view. low ossy 0
e for ns to heve forgoliem whet we
are really aboul as & Church, (hat oor
miln bustness |8 (o make Chrlstlane
Phisw isisy i B For os be have comple
tily lowit fogch with the mon In the
sireel; ta have lolated vgrsehes from
ihve maby issoes of Hie n aur commg-
iy, sur country, the wadd How sasy
il = for o5 s br = afri fs lonsch
sut in wew advenlorr; critieal of U
wihs do ool epesk sur particular
Church languspe: 10 be so busily oo
gagrd i pushing all ik marhimery
and srzaniaiim of 1he modern Charch
— runting a so/l of socialcum-spir-
il club (and prelly  exclusive ol
that f3g that W s Hitle shord of 0 mi-
ricle thai the dear Chrisd conibngon
fo wee us ar, decd. thal He can,

Of this T am convieeesd The woaly
Church [hat enn conB M the cormmum-
iy to-day, count for Togs Kicgdom
im thai wikirk = abhowt S real bosiness
Bringuag mew Abs] wolses jmin tomch
wiih the Living Christ. sngd then wrn-
ding thewm forih in Hia Name to win
far Wi =1l Life individusl, comee-
mal and natieaal. Bet i is sl troe
evim of the Church berssif, only by
loning life in costly, seerifical living
and glving can ronl Hfe be foumnd.

Bome of your respopsibility and
mine in all thin may le in the fol-
kiwing, There wors UWo Men wh | el
in e asmer saburh and for Dwenl)y-
wil yeirs travelled togeihker by tmaim
o and from ihe city. Oee of thes fell
Bl seriossly L And afie doy his wor-
ridl emd amcioos  wile spid e ke
“Joha, you kmow bow dexpmralely i
you sre — true, we've pever beem
Church-goers bul don't you think 1

£

MAATERAFLIRE G EBIED.

ought 10 have » minister in to pray for
you?' “My dear”,
plied, “Fred Jackson, o jou Eooe, o
a profesalng Christinn ond o grest
Chureh-goer. In fact, 1 think he's an
officlal of some kind And for years

Why aren't all the best chajpn
Chriatlans ® Porbaps 1 lisve hardly nos-

UNITED PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH
IN THE US4 FORM INTERRACIAL
COUNCIL, Pro Eccleain

Porty-Tive United Presbyterian biy-
men amd ministers seitiored seroas the
pation jolnsd lasi mdeith to form Lhe
Presbyierian Interracisl Coomcil, and
e nm invitstios for edditicsal
mwmbers
An imitiel act of the e growp, forms-
cd o better mcial onder-
sanding both in churches end commg-
mitios, will be a break{asl meeting this
weeh ot the General Asssmbly in Des
Moines. Bpeakers will include Dr Mar-
shal L. Beott, retiring Moderator, and
Dy James H. Boblnson, 8 Freshyterinn
minister from New Yorl and founder
of “Operntion Croasroads Africs.”

The Council while nol officially re-
isted o the desmminntion or its boards
of agracies, Wil esdenvor 10 implreent
the United Prosbyterian prosostce.
esrmts ol recial matiers

A recssl letier desipned 1o solicn
polentml Cooncil mesberships de-
clarcs® “Some of the more apparent

areas  for

Presbyterion Interracial

challenge 1o witness and concern;
thal my falil may be used to bring
fuith to others, that I may oadd my
to the Captain's fight Will

¥oul? Wrote that same Hennsdy.

PASEIONATELY FIERCE ihs
wmace wf Gad b= pleading,
Pleading with mea s are them
for il Pigh:

Rer how (hesr hanade, maprsticaliy
hlerdime,

Call ma o roul the armies of the

Bread of Thy hady give me for
iy '

{rive me (o drink Thy sscred hlond
for wine;

Where there are wrongs thay need
me fur the righting,

Where there ks warfare, spleadid
i

:

Couneil's nttention might inelude: 113
integration of local churchis, synods,
snd various instifutions relsbed v the
Church and receiving its support; 2
opportamitien (or ses-Caweasian cler
EY. other sad mesprof=s-
soagl persoanel for raploymen] sny-
whise m the Chureh: 3) proersl re-
jectapee to cvangrlise Negroes with
equal vigor, including new church de-
velopment, (4) mobilisation of con-
etraed churchmen within given regions
te  attack segregation in  housing,
Achoola, employment, and oiher arens
of  eivie life,

"We know that there ore other
groups in the Church concerfied absiat
& Wider moge of lsenes dealing with
social justice amd church EirRLEEy.
Hewrver, the Presbyvterian Interreecisl
Coggril will slways focms estirely on

Erarom. . .~
Preshyvieriaon Life May 15, 1963,

DIE RASSEVRAAGSTUK

Hovode rlile =L ryme s die (enrrale Sinode van de Sedetlasdee Hervarmde

Me . Uniled Preshyierian
(hurch™ se algemene
Ainade

14, Teslogiese stodente behoort nie gee
r te wien op vrystelling van
militére dienspligtigheld nle, en ol
s “n ongesinide prokiyk dat die
whiat mililére Kipelane hesolilli.

Croot sendinghyvdrae

Dic Sinode bei 'n bedrogy vaa B
milyun Flemd poddgelegy vir dee wra-
wimg Die bydrae van dip vrone = =
ding verreigings wei 4 milpoen Ramnd
Evangelimagie oo srnding was Dou op
mekasr beitrek. soos blyk oiy die be-
mluit. No local congrogation can wii-
nean (o Christ adequately in separs-
thon from other Chrisfian congroegn-
thiini in the naighbourbosd or commu
ty, The mission of the Church s to ol
people in the eommunity. .

Rooms-Rasolisisme

Our bierdis sal bel die Sineds el
maigrrarads sitspraak pedors

Dasr b met grooy daskbmarbed
kenmis procem dearvED det sedert R
me woarnemers Fesiuyur hel na die
Wereldrand sliting in Delhi, daar veel
feer  geeprelk o Waderspddee oolBE
{fumien Bome en Reformasie gokion el
Die winode dring dan tan by sy nmips-
dimers om ‘n deeglike siudie van Rome
ig mank, en mie ‘0 wlfpemankis kori-
kntunr van Bome te mank nie

Ook et befreblise (ol die Kati-
liwlkar, benduit diw Simds -

Abeve sl vwe sheald pray (hai
Goad will chearly bead all whe profess
Jesus Thrist as Lord and Saviour tn dee
his will {0 minisier in harmony 1o all
men; Lo love sincerely ane another; 1o
recn and make visible to the
wirld their snity in hm in soch woays
and at such timew as he shall reveal.”

Dir sinode het selfy 'n aanheveling
manvanr wasris (od gedank swonl wir
il lewee em prinbmis van die ool wRi-
meniesr pomm. Jobhansis XXI11 ea wir
e nawe bemadering tussen alle Ohrs-
tear wal grotredecds onder sy imviesd
plasagering het Tydris sy sickte, veor
dit afwizrwe vanh poSs Johanoes el
dis Bimode alle lidmste van dic kork

wil in die vooroordele wan
grogpe, hRogE enigermite tecn-
sirydig on kodrsloos tot uiting

viig die koaflilkle tumsen rpeee.
Groepe — ook kerklike - kan
ofi  onaimpatioke on dikwels
peifs vvandige wyin [eenoor
mokaar staan. Goverd deur se-
oo dikwels wermeende

Band vor wareld wanrin it mie
ofi 1¢ merk is nle. Dil Tei in
bile govalle tof hardneickige
groopavooroardele

Hierdie groepevooroandele
s ool vir ons greesteliks lowe

om die
groepavoorcordee] te nsnvaar
MNia heeld watl ‘n mens vag die
under groep het, word gelvk
nan die van die (ele | wers

taler] ) grocpsgenobe.DHe waar-

1

peming  van dle  verskynsela
wil afwyk wan die gevormde
beeld, word verdring. Waande-
volle o;  ecorlike wWonhrsemiag
word chderdrak

Hisndie vooroordels wat o-
ral optree, wond W & Froeps-
vertaiimps vea rise oatsick

name  dee veliibur, word go-
brulk ne kerns wanrombesn 'n
inminl oordele kelatalliseer,
Waar doar onder mense al:
tyd pevoelens van wrewel, af-
gins, sgterdig ea vegles lewe,
word die andersheid, en in o
ivd swral dic andersheid van
die (ander — [verinler]} ras
sangegryp o= mellel wir ag-
girssirwe mitharsiimge. [Ne
mard ra krar van dir sbibsrs-
thagr weord brpaal dewr die -
wslale situmsiz waarin ‘n mens
verkeer, [haar s lande waar
dic sosinle sioasle sodanig i=
ot hierdie  wlibarsiinge, en
ok dic  onlstemminge wal
dnaran voorsfgaun, weinlg of
geen kons kry nie: doar is eg-
ier sk prhicde woar die sa-

Kerk — November 1562

DEEL 2.

dlnle witumsie vin w0 ‘n aard
i, dut it wel die geval s
I rom s dii i

i
ik
i

¥

Tl VER s
roll tot

is diskrimingsie* Vid-
e in dipkriminanic
yrerwerpends ondersiclding”.
M beginsel aonder  onders
nkeld van din persoon™, word

BE_pREEE
fef 1

:
i

nie dearven ¥r¥ s nie. Hy
weel dat die pomigie wen die
mons, wat die slagsffer i= van

hiermas rekonlog in ey sonl.
like wverhoudinge. In Parys en
Londen moot die Afrikann of

der res hulavew, Soortgelyioe
tendense kom no vors n ‘n
sirant on stodewyk oet die

ﬂf'
gre behoort tn word mie. M
rassediskcriminnale  word  die
pynlikste wannger dit deiir e
atnal gesankmionesr en lol reg
grproklamesr wornl Die sinabs-
mag goan kanaliseer dam dit.

ierug te trek, terwyl die ,,mecr-
dere” groep hom oorgee nan
onware ¢én Ghwerklike gedog-

groep, #nl vriendskap en buiir-
manskup Virloor — hy kom
alleen to sinan; wie hom Leen
diskriminasle verset, trek in
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= VERITATE

EDITORIAL

CHRISTIAN WITNESS IN AFRICAN
STATES

With the majority of states in Africa now fully dependant
or reaching that steius within the near Fature, Christizns in
these countries have been plaoced before o totally new situation
which holdsd u decided challenge to thelr Christian faith nnd
witneas. The goverming political lendera of some <f thess eoun-
trivs are sympnthetic towneds Christianity nnd hoeve indicated
this through woaord or deed. In other statos, howewver, the position
ie such that Christisne face strong opposition or even pedsible
persecution as p oresult of government attitodes or sotions to-
wards theae of the Chrietian faith, Thus these Christians o
discovering that their faith inveluntarily deaws them into the
paslitical fe of thele coontry and that they are now colled opon
to decide whether they are going to pariicipate first of all as
Christiana or as supporiers of o specific pacty political group
In some Instanees reporta have reached ns where African Chris-
tians have already taken o cleor stind where government polioy
or action has wiolated thelr Cheistian convietlons. Do Christians
oulside thess cowntries aleraye realize and apprecinte what moral
coupage I& required to give this wilpess {0 one’s own fleal and
blood 7

The large body of yvounger churches in Africa will find, how-
over, that Lhis tobally news situalion calls for & new approach in
Lk prophetle responaibility, whether the rulers of Lheir eoun-
try are sympothetic or not, In thic vespect the churches and
Christling in olher gtates o like Booth Africa) heve an added
responaibllity of strengthening their Fellow-brethren by their
own Christinn example and insighi, How much more effective
will Christianity In thls great continent of Africa be if Christians
in those countries where our faith has bwen confessed for two
or more generations, could give o Tearless witness of their leyal-
ty bo Jesus Chelst under all circumstnnees and to all the powers-
that-hel

Inleidingsorrilel
GESAMENTLIKE EVANGELISASIE-AKSIE

En werskeie kerklike orgono het denr die afgelope tyd berigte
verskyn oor die gegebnde vitwerking van ovangelisasiesveldiogie
wat deur eerw, Eric Hutchinge en sy epan medewerkers ge-orga-
niseer en anngebied iz in node samewerking met alle erkemds
Proteatanise kerke In verskeic sentra van die Republick, Afgeaien
van die geestelike vrug wat wit siulke veldiogie voortspruit vie
almal wal onder die prediking van die Woord tot nuwe lig gekom
het, het die veldtog ook die pitwerking om Christen leiers van
verskillende kerke saam te bind op 'n wyse en op ‘0 vlak waar-
opp groot dinge tot stand kan kom, terwyl dit terselfderiyd by die
Christene van die verskillende kerke sowel as die bultekerklikes
‘n nuwe besef todsbring van die ooontlikhedd dag die kerk van
Jesus Chrlstus wat [n wess cen is ag een han opires en getuig.
In enige eodanige gesamentlike Christelike aksie tree  die
Geee van die Here altyd op ‘n heaosndere wyse in om ou voogroor-
defe af te lweek, nuwe bande van geloofesenheid en -gemechskap
te hind en Christene weereens fe oortuig ded dil wal ong verbind
batie meer is ns dit wat ons verdeel

Muag hierdbe cn ander rodanige geestelike aksics daartoe by
dra om ‘n denrbrank te bewerkstellig in die tragiese afgesiofen-
heid on peskeidenbeid waarin die kerk van Christus in Suid-Afri-
ki lewe en werk, Soos noolt veanbtewore behoeort Christene vanui
alle kringe vir sulke ondernemingo te bid,

Inleidingzartihel

DR. P. ;. GEERTSEMA

Vean ons medelid op die fedoksie, de. PG Geartgema van
Kanpstad, het ond berig ontvang dat hy "n beroep na die Her-
vormde KEerk se gemeente in Perth, Australi#, aangencem het en
eerpdangs daprheen vertrek, en dat by gevelglik nie longer ns
ltd wan die redaksie kan dien nie. Sy vertiek is 'n groot verllea
vir die ckumeniose strewe in ons Alrlkaanse herke maar ons
panvanr die beslissing as deel van die groot plan van God om 8y
bevrydingshoodekap te laat hoor in alle lunde onder alle mense.

Wamens ong redaksie spriek ons hiermes ons opregte dank
en waardering Uil teepose hierlie dicnskneg van die Here wir
w¥ nktiewe aandee] in die opbon van die Blad en vertrou dat ook
vanuit Australié by ons ven byd U byd berigie gal studr oor dic
stand van die Christendom daar.

OORDENKING

ey e My ew Ll pulle Joh. 15 @ 4

Tesus gebruil: in hierdie pagr perse ge-
dagres en beelde wal deel is van die gods-
dieustige erfenis v JJie Joodse volk. T
die U Testenmend word Tseael voorgesiel
as dig wingerd of die wynsiok pan God,
want die wingerd var die Here pan dic
lecrskare s die buis van Jsrael.” (Jes 5
T L Noglaes bet ek jon geplant as noedele
winigerdstok, kom dic boodskap van God
dear Jeremia, (Jer. 2 0 2} the Psabings
sing dedatia adn die verfossmg pam dig
raltk man God: U wdisgerdstok belt u it
detrele wil Eaiple’” (P, 80 = ©) Tnderdand
bt alie vovnisioR sandool !,Ir_'||:l|_|;h| ran die
potk v Jsroel

Chis mingd e dal Jesws Howmself  die
Pirdre Wy psiok poemi. Hockom el Cheislus
dit aedoen 1 1 de somibool wan die wingerd
stoke wword nowml dn die-Cie Testamen! apor |
et glie gedadle van aglerwitdang gebruik
wie. Jesaia beblemdoon Ja e werindend
wilde druive roortgebring bel,

terewnia Llaag dat die oolk peromder
het i mitde lote van o preemide seingdend
stok. 10l nims asof Jesus aesé bet: | Dt
our tof die valk pan Tsraed te behoort, nie
noodiwendia Peteken dat bulle w fool is in
die Amere wywstol ean God e, The
Christus wodl e seare wynstol js. THal on
aatheerfil 15, i i odtieme, Tewende ge
loofsgemesuskap mel Hom omdai Hy dwe
wiirderdstolt van God (v en ons as die Jole
wel Houn verennd woel ees — By i
My en £k qu palle.” 8o onlpload 'n o
bsrael en die Tede van erdie muee Jsrael
ot non geestelike brag van Home aeal

Howsell o die elees openbagr het, onx
perste fie) debaul el & Sy Sewn geder
el dod pwwsoening oo ops somgdes

Depr aues siedsonwdime @ verbodtends
i @_rn.:'nll il _Tmlh Christus, deur e e -
kimg e dfie Heilige Goes, aroei die lool
pads o afie sTam  Lae aileen kan ons an
Hom Py en Christus volg i pederide ge
boorsaambed e onssel] merdoin. Nou kas
ons ong verhuslig dr ol R D gulle T G
i Chrislis o oo, ons lewe 65 apgdeieen ’

e Synie. Sy e word moens lewe onl
Pty Chns w00 med Chrislos perborge
i God, en die woorde By in My en Lk (
i gaelle S8 e o e Piendie Goddelile
vevirorgenheid e glo en le sien op God
i Christus, wal ons Helhel en Debow en (i
s aoerk

Laal evrs ng Tlowr enes en e ons
fart en boopr op Howm alleen veslig {ani
vns o alles enlton dal Chrislus die woyn
stoke i denr Godd deplant, en ons dic fole.
dewr God ingednt, Laal ons shill wees eoor
God sodal die Heilige Gees die wishiele
vl kan Teev il i bedeken om fe Py
in Chrisiees en Ty (0 osis

I:FE'{'II Ir":h.‘ln::l.ll-l |'.'J.Ir|J PR i slhretnine,
ks Lan vk somder T o Heer,
b demeersbap Riem div e

eH leismolieeid mcer en mee
deniadiivg my mel o Gees ool
die foot wal W onteal, verdenan !

Cdu® e ®

BOOK REVIEW

Law and Justice, p Christian
expogtion by A, J. Kerr, BA.
LLA,, Senior Lectiarer in Loy
in Rhodea Univeraity, Advocate
of the Supreme Courlt  of
South Afriea, Grocott & Sher-
ry. Crahamstown, 1583, X100
and 115 g,

This boali 15 coneerned with
the relation of low aod justice;
il aims at belng & Christlan
expogition of this relationship.
The law which the author spe-
cifleally exarsines is thal pre-
vailing in Sotth Alrice ab the
present day with special refe-
rence to rocent stolute  law.
And e guality of justice
asorving ag testing stene Lo this
law, is derived from a number
of texts in the Biblo, The au-
thor s applied o wost serious
mind to his subject.

Law iz born on earth. Els
rules are man-made. And wlen
dealing with law in theory and
in praetice one mibst expeot to
meet the imperfections of law's
descent. Men in soclety  eall
law into being. it doea nol arisc
of its own motion, Law [z
called into being with & pur-
pose, to ereate and maintain
order in & bhuman aociety. Hen-
or overy properly eonstitoted
soclety haz ita own set of rulos
of low to meel iis own needs:
Theae rulea of condoet are
addroesed to the members af
that scclety, In case of non-
obaervance, these rules can b

enforced with the aid of the
strong arm of the staie, the
srganization Into which socie-
ty organises  itsell, One of
these rules is “‘thou shalt not
k™, a wrell known rule srhich
enjovs  consldermble  support
from most of us, may be be-
cause  of  self-interesli. The
author observes that exactly
the same rule is found in the
Decalogue,  the law  Mosea
brought dewn from the Moun-
tpin to God's chosen people.
It ahouwld have boen helpfol to
thee resider §F Lhe author hod
dwelt on the gquestion why it
ig that man-made nw n and
outaide South MAfrica through-
ol the eenturies hns been ro-
peating & rule which the De-
calogue revenled so elearly at
the beginning of the career of
the people to whom God apoke
in auch a remarkable manner,

Law operatea in ita own
sphere and its rules derive
1helr eharacteriatice from the
exigeneies of this sphere, Lis
rules have to meet the demands
of justice oz well ns those of
certainty. This requirement of
eortainty @ rule of law bas o
aatiafy, does nol receive tho
eredit it deserves in the aul-
hor'a treaiment; the ethical
characteristic % over-crmplbn-
aizod, The follower of Christ is
nal ofF this \.i.l'-l".l!"lﬂ., Vet he is in
thia world and {herefore has to
ke necount of Lhe demands

the state of this world makes
ot law,

The gitithor serms to hold
tha! the quality of eommutsa-
thve justice of South African
law daes nol or not seriously
fall short of the standard he
hae set up on the basis of the
pasanges he quoles from the
Bible. It Is the guality of its
distributive justice which in a8
number of cases, mostly recond
etatutes, he declares wnsatia-
factory, slthough Ib i mot =
ovident on which of the texts
quoted thig opinion ia hased
Agsuming the author's propo-
sitlon Lo be correct, one would
have wighed hlm to hove ars
gued Lhe oase of the unsatis-
faciory quallty of the justice
of these statutes more fully,
And one would have done s0 in
relntion o the purpose of law
tw. 1o oresle and maintain
arder in a society of human of
differcnt convictions and with
vArious intereats.

In rme reader’s mind thie
boolk has left no doubl skt
the mputhor's  sincerety. His
earnest desire po Ehrow light
ng 0 pergiatent question regand
ime law wherever i1 2 Tuse-
tisming, in the context of the
present South African  aifwa-
tion, is moat evident.

There 1% no peference o
the commentary to Pealm 85 1
11 pnd Isniah 32 = 17,
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DIE RASSEVRAAGSTUK

L. WAT s¢ IHE BYREL?

122 alie Wyhel beln aor i s
dir vrrshil lossn dle e
murd begin deur e o dat die Dybel
PEl Pieew ©F P tebille pie
mic. dal die Myhed in ol grvad
W TR sgeiwwh B ol w)wr Wl
dil doem mie. 1M Hybel ben affern die
verskil lbssrn lsrae] on de valke

foam en die geklvardes

Viowdr ket mehie gomess o il
dic werk=sl wapm Yoty m ©F FUEER
jlm B« .37 bwgmalde verpomfings
rumsen e resse Lo moad alled. Lo moy
ilam odir slamvalst YaR o F‘.I:H‘l'l"l
Wees 8 Gam B od dirgabaarbeid ver-
vwirihee]  Belfs die slowebands] @ By
diolagies gfundeer,” Hionle ckwege-
= i vaboudbaar In die eervie plies
kam oma die pegewenas in Gen. 10 oor
e afsrammelinge van Sem, Gam &n
Jafel, uamoontlih kombisesr mot die
inoderse antropologienr Bdeling Yan
e ramse. Dhe wolke wam _Afrika ten
swide v.m die Baharn™ word im Gen 10
selfs nie gemoem mle, Hasgwtens sou
mins die sogonasmde Hemitisie volkis
in Ous-Afriks met | Koa™ fvn Yin
dle souna van fham in verband kan
hring Van Gam stam, volgens Gan 10,
sl ollerlel valke of wat pie tof die ne-
perraa behoort nie, In die pweede plek
wird Chim nke dour Noag veryioek nie
meant eon vin Cam s seuos, BAbn,
Mo Bunraveder vop e W umalniele

Die kanadinitieone godadiens het ge-
panrd pegonn met allerled onsedelike
prakivie. In dic Ou Tesiament word
Israd] ten wtrengate vorbied om dimr-
wath mee te doen Iernel mag hom nio
deur Konein last beinyviosd pie, moor
moel die Kanaliniete enderwerp 1o die
derde plek in die winek in die Bybel
noall die lansle woord nie, Die bood-
aicap von hell en verlomsing g hom
int alle mepse en volke, Jesus het 'n
kansese vrou geprye of gehelp 10 haar
nsnd cor hasr geboof. | Matih, 15 @ 35

Ihie wverskil tuesew Iormel om die
wnlhe s grem  rassriccnsieling mic

;
i
!!!rtl’

;

In e prabiedesis von Jersel, wos
oms it mit die Ou Testamenl hen. Byi
duicdedih boe pevaariie dit W DIt maak
dier deur oo vir ander volke o ballc
o d el bewonders van halle o po-
waie le beossp (Dad bt o w5 TOymag
leroe] wverkies In bomesil wae hicr
siie vl miks beter an ander volke miz,
b=r=el werhey sy brmmidere pouisbe deur
ke 2enadlge ingrype van Gl 8 8% -
sSicilenim; en dit phe soeeer 07 wille
van leriel welf fle as wel ot dbe Bl
vin idle volke von die pards e wer-
kicsing von lsrael dr'n oniversele ka-
rakier: dit guan am die ur.q-rnhﬂl't,l
van die hiwrlikheid yon Gl op dis bolo
anrle

e turing van Habel

I hierdle verband vendien {fen, 1
n Bl womrin wir die semte jieor oor
Valke popronat word, en Oon 12 wiiarin
dic rooping  win Abrabinm  beskreyl
word, ong wandng Tn Gew 10 vind ons
die pngennomide lya van  volke. Die
laaste vers lul: D e die geslagle van
dic goung vin Noag volgens hulle af-
stomming, b hulle nasien, " Ned,
Veort, ovolkers verialer), rle hele
narke Dl toe, wvolgens die geiuinnin
van dis Bybel, egter nog | dieselfde
Lanl gehnd o0 een en dieselfde woorde "
Cem 11 : 10, In Genm, 11 wolg Jan die
vorhas! van die bou van die toring van
Bilel oo die spraskversnrring
[ verdeclhifbeld van dicr mendike
wird im hiendis verhanl in “n hair slerk
male & n siral gesten, of 5 ¢ EEas
wil: 2= ‘m grivienis iren meesdike
hacrmoed o sellergrddelibing. 1M1 $=
tern biendic seaide van div mener, wal
‘n orenbeid bolly God sm wil [arseer,

dat il optree denr balle 1o vers -
rn holle imal ie verwar, Dni dic miens-

Volke e rasae bet wwker nie onl-
stasn boite dis leldimg wan (ol s
e Miskies be: Pealis ig kierdie rg-
gedink toe by aan @y uitmpraai
] dir tarie meme-

b cn ramee praal Paules is el geval
B mei mEme B Tog bot Chad alles
danrmrs fr =aak, omdsi Hy die Gl
vih die sealiiedenis b [he gealiwdetm
van volke en s, meer i die alpe-
meen de wirchigralisdenis, staan nis
buite Gods eidimg nie Ons glo ale in
dic loevyml aie, ook nke in die pondbof
mb=, moar o God wat die wiéreld e
geer Do geloof im God wnr dis wéreld
regeer. beteken intusien nie dal alles
wnt in die wereld pebeor, in oorern-
stemming = met die wil van Clod mie
Dan sou ond. ons moel neerld by di
wit daar in die wirekd plansvipd

Die sopde en die dulwel speol im-
mers eweneeps 0 rol. Danrini kon die
gebeure o eodanig, nle os maaiatal
dien nie. Die regering van Cod hotokon
dat Hy dit, wal die mense lon kwaile
bodink. ten goede dink o Chen O 20
en olle dinge vir diegene wat Hom ol
het, fen poade lang meswerk  Bom, & ¢
281, nonit beteken dit dot onm dle felts
like gebeure sondermesr moel panvane
aa die God gewilde sl In die geslio-
denis bly God die Verborgene: God
gonn sy ongeckende gang vol donkero

i

:
H

valk hom mosl hamdhas! nic. Hy =& dat
(ind die prmse van hully woonpleh he-
panl het: sodat holle die Here bon
suelk, of hulle Hom mbskien kon wan-
ronk on vimd” (Homd 17 @ 26.27)
Ewemin mag onn uit die woord van
Johonnea, dat die esr en die heorlil
heid van die volke (Ale. Vort: . Mo-
mhisn” - werlnler) nodic nowe Jerinm
lem ingebring anl word [ Openb, 21
2 allei dot elke volk en elke rin ten
alle Joate, van Godswes, homsell moet
handhasf. Die Bybel hen die vorakel-
denlieid van mense on vollee. Variliol
denheid sal daar eeler by, 13p s 'n
ecen, maar tegelykeriyd ‘n vioek,
e fewe word  danrdeur verrvk,
maar legelykeriyd ook veririn, Die
verskeldenheid is pegee; din (6 dear
Mlaar dit kan en mag nooit  mostsia]
¥ir ons handele word nle. [He enignie
vnl vasefash, & dat God et een die
hele menslike peglap gemank bet, dad
Hy die mens geskape het nu sy bookd
e dat elke mens dus, walicr gesig hy
ik bhrt om watter tasl By ool prast
'n besiddraer van God is prakape om
deur God pelien te word =a God te ben
liasr = “n ernbeid van die Beas-

deideabeid Ous i, bybels preiem,

mense en In die tweede plek blunkes on
Nederdanders. Dif gaun vir God om die
mense, 1Nl = dup ook die dicpsie sin
von lsragl se werhdesing. Dl hetelien
grensins dit verwerping van die an-
der volke mie, in teendeel, dit et juis
dic hell vom die beldense volke Lol
el

Roeping van Abraham as

antwoord

Dit s peen toeval nie dat i dw
ki dic verbaal vEn die moeping vas
Abraham (Gea, 121, onmiddellih vsig
toring vam Babel ra dic spreskverwar-
ritg «Gen 110 Xa die prost iscesaior.
ting vam w11 mask God in Gen 12
‘m auwe begut dewr Abraham te roep
wasrhy Hy die bell van ally pesbhgpts
vag dir sarde yoor oF et _ | o
mal 3l dis peslegty veW die zards ge-
mde wd ™ Gem 1200 1 In die e
ping vus Abahaz m & workesng
van [sreel Faan A vir God om die
leil vani Je wereld: Imrnel 5 die kand-
valsel saurmes i 'm verlore en vor-
wl rooide mernaheid Wil vaalon

Tern bicrdie pricrgromd meet die
Adalonalisme” vaft l=rael gesien word
Israel maz bom met die ander volke
nir Vermeng nie, T M S ras SO
wer e hou of sy naslonoaliteit nie te
verlin nie, manr vanwed die gehelm
viip Israel: die gelool in die God van
I=riel. e heidendom was ‘n vossrdu-
reide versorking: dasr het mowterk
sulghrag van die heidense volke ap s
Fivel oifgeenan. Vandanre dle  afsonee-
ring vin Termel, " isslement wap nke
wemrenih be o e deEtWEnG Yan T Bh
nasdonnl el mie, maar ultszbubiend (e
munk hel mei die wvitsonderlile plek
van Iaemel in dle Beilsgeshiodenis oar-
cenhimetie die heilsplan van Gl 10
redillng en verlossing van ‘m verlore
witreld.

Higrdie gpedagte keer in die (hi Tes-
tamenl wltyd weor tomug. THt behisers
dig hele Qo Testpment, DNt gann wir
God In Isrnel on in Chrisius, dle Mes-
wing van Ierael om die mense on dbi-
werchl. Jesas Christis het gekom wir
die bele wereld (Joh 3 - 16, 2 Koy &
18, o Christee bet der Tiolde van (3d
vir dir teroer verskyE e 34 Hy
i ‘m Hefland wir slle memae (1 Tim 4
10 As die Mesuize i JesuE die groad
Ereancsarskryaer 5% Evangelie  mowrt
aan alle volke rerfrodip wond en au
alle volkr roep Hy dic wa! nan Hom
brboort. Al voike moet tof 3y dissi-
Pl premsak wesd  Matth 322 - 1
In dir _Hosdclings vim dic Aposiels,”
word vir ofe dusdeiSc Fead wut i i
errete christengemétntr e welfs ‘n
e woow e Apostel Pelres pobva bt
om kierdle wearhoid tE BOBYVRST em 16
lnaf peld  Hend 10 == 1115

i THE VRAAGSTUR IN DIE
ERUMERE:

e Kerk dra 8 bowenmssonys!
Nal wipragationaali en  bowe-ras
Mo, sEpraracka] Eamkie

TThrimiigs, die Here vam dic Kerk
verhefl om= he div teenstellinge wun
volke em raese. Sy Rerk iz wéreldherk,
fke grhwrde aon dle gfefide van valk en
riie nie. e Kerk miken die vershills
{ussgn idie rosse pic. manr vir haar as
gemeenle van Jesus Christus is hiee-
ille verskille, in die letterlike sin van
e woord, van oadergeskikte betokie-
nis. In die Kerk geld van holle wai in
divus Christus glo, ann watter ros hul-
le ool mage hoehoord: . Fen liggaam en
eent Liees, pen Here, een geloof, een
ibingh, Een Gaod em Vider van almal,
will fmir wlmal en in almal B (E |
i A-8),

Provtestantse Kerke en
W esterse Kalranr

iOm e begryp det vir hode  jedhe
wianiee kerke voll on ras, in plass van
‘n onderpeskikie, ‘a oothesrsende bhe-
tekinis gekry on pof o mealge opstg
el het, =al ons Mol sandag  ses
wan de feit. dat dee [ridestantss ker-
ke kn dlie mereie pevalle tol posienale
berke optwikbe] et n bmie keer "n 0
jubrs westerse knrakter dea, Dhe  jews
van die Basmale Ferk word e met
die lrwe vag volk o Stasl @ = Wl
op ‘0 oorvenkimmstige wyse die lewe
Vel alle jrolesizstse kerks (esaam

e mel die fewe van die wesie Die
e | e ll“llf‘EHﬂlns on  dir weslerse
hodonialwme word desic die berke vrv-
wiol sonder Kritlel nanwvaar: dit hele
Liem imvene s ok e withereiding van die
invlecduiiort vang Jdie chrsichke kul-
lunr” vam dle westi®

In die 154c sru bry die westerss
Ewltgur, dedr die omiwikkeling vas m-
iunrsclinskap om fegnick. ‘m  Eresl
o upreng wp s ader walinre. T
bl tisl e b fmsmade  meeerderwaa rdis-
rilsprinrl vam dir wraterrae wereki-
dir bBlanki= van dic Se=le besdow hulle
a= errey bo dic mie-hlankss van AsE
en Afrika, [He sntmociing van Egre-
prapr on Ameribaners Bl A-hie #@
Alrikane, word deardesr i die eer=ir
plhrh ‘n smimorimg van blankes on B

plei. rn babe Leer ghad mie, "n ond -
thg van s on messe. Hiende pess
verkinding (wssra herk ocp el herk
i awsierer koMewr werd bevender
derar dui dir edskasp van dic kondal-
rik vam find em van die een snbversie
herk van Jesus Chresios in die pro-

iestantsr bkorhe op dwe  ozfergnomd
rank,
e Ronmpkeyl vam God word 'm

werklinhoil wat witeigitend np hom-
prdf dtnnn, FHE e ‘n sk van die
rarigheld wat pers anderkant die ped
Lisgglp el Dt het vir die protestaotac
hevke pomilottig goworsd dat Bt by
hualle wnn 'm oliamenlese karakier ont-
break, en geen bowe-pagionanl enm bo-
WP oEiLn gehnd hot soos dio been-
winirdlge JWareldeonnd von Kerke' nie,
L R T S T R A P
vl il word 'nopro. momarie item
op i begroting, Lerwy] die werelidse
cralielte ovialk, roe; politick en ehonro-
b whrukipur in die prakivk van
e lewe dihwels 'n berllasende en nor-
mitiews betvkenls kry. Volk en ras W
¥ gewig m die skanl, ae die vreug-
dit en div worsieling om die honinkryvk
van fisd en e opdreg van dic een
Chriwlelibe Kerk., Die eenbeld van dis
Kerk word ne 'n werklilchedd, wai be-
b Wk, weraliald boile dic raimie oo
o alse U warny Dakicialie Soeiesil, oW S
virekuil ma diec e oo die oowe
nurde o wess wup div priool in Jesos
Chiristis, sa & Mere vas dis werell
[ T

Ihe sending as dearbronl:

Is v prdmlasles berie vaE dis
lxzale Twwe va B ball vrm waa doar
enan lrevpigs pvaeee. wal dewr hier-
die werlanding van kerk, valk e en
westerer bultour gebresk bet- de u-
ding.  Hurdic brevrms = gobore uit
o bramdends verwagling van die Ko
sakryh van Les) wad alle vwoliz ea ros
m Wy omyut, g owit n bEapdopde
liefdie it die i, oAgesy Rille o
sl maabonlited . ter wille van Choaiss
e srasling bt wipegnas oo aile las-
ile wam e nardes om oral mepse 2
wus W, wsemalay it ,“r'ﬂ! et dat Chirds-
Brpa nrw A O

In ili= srndine lbeel dan ook die
vishe vom dfle vvm amiverssle herh vam
Uhrisius, verguder wii slle sirebe, in
iliv Barle wdewld wwvin™ Ut die sepding:
hewcging |= die chomenlears braeginge
pvhire, Maav ook alie sendingbeweging
kon hom nle oniirek nan dis meerder-
wainrdigheld=gevoel van die . ehriste-
likir wosle™ In ke Thide eei i, oo
bivk uil die Inngdurige . vosgdyshap™
awnt ille nle-weslersg christen-gemecn-
s, IHe eenlmoviing van dic mens viun
nowndier eis oem o 'n oander Rl
wil the pemiling lriglens sy diepate
s i epregte bedoeling gesoek
hel. bs bnbe emoeilib deur die verhin:
ting van herk en westerse buliuur in
i misplierland on e weslerse meer-
dervuardighellsgevoel  watl  danrmes
gepnand gegann hel, wal die sendelin
g sl wfle, mmiir wanrman hulle holle
tog mle hom ontlitel nle. Nicfemin het
il e semling dle Axlioliree en Alr-
kudierhr vonripvkom wal lans as ge
hkusnardige dele van die universele
kirk rrhen merd en mel die Kerke van
il Wesle waam werk in dic Wendd-
raad van Kerbe, Die vondwynisg vas
dir Lobmisle verhouding open mEwe
mssentliibede vir die Kerd van (Chris
fus wm in alle volke, s ca kollare
v mrwe iy wuin] e

Vervolz op bladey &
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. 1. 1. Degenaar® )

OPDRAG AAN DIE MODERNE MENS

LIERE SFA.F THADHTE NICHT NACH DEM EWIGEN LFEREN
BONNIMERLN SiCHFE DA bled BLNCHE ATR

e lrma wal ch meri behandel maak melding van die mederne mens.')

Alssswel hwrdie homsep die peobleem van sdularicid sal begelel

word il

nie as lema alfwndedlik behande] nie. Noglans sind ek dit nodiz o hier
pan div begin lols dosroor e =, e modeme mens s dis mens van die moderme
werckl. Wit |y dearvoor veraniweerdelik dot dic moderne wéreld ax maslern
en dianrom s uilssnderlh Besiempel word? The anlwoocd biemmip =2 dic emansi-
pasie vam kernkrag, div emansiuisie van die ATro-Aslotivse wéreld en die raim

Toquessinng vin dle Qegnileg e

Hierdic worskynselsd wal die wan-
vang wan die iwesds hellte van die
twintigate eon sy bewondere kleur gee,
bet dapruan meegewerk dat dis wereld
crn gewnnd hel. Die moderie  wereld
wanrln die moderne mens hiom beviad,
of mog beler geatel: woarly die moder-
pe meny onlosmasidik sz medespuder
be=trokke 16 blerdie modernes wereld s
‘s wirTeld wears mense denr ummstER-
ighede pihelp word om op ‘B gre
skxal van meluar brunis 1e sceen. Dae
rombeid van die mederne wireld hanp
saam mid hiendle beswswondies van
die betrokenbend van R of me
kmar Hicrmer bong ssam Jdis mtrosfz-
ring van wirskiprobleme ro ‘» buiten-
Zewsae verantwoordelikbesd wat dsar-
mee prpaard paan. Hisndis vermafweos-
deliihebd] word dasrdrer versherp 431
pinaslile problemes ‘n mvaitende in-
rakier begin asnneem. Wal Seid-Afri-
ka en Buidwes-Afrika doen  bel meer
s planalike betelenis.

Tereg kan o my vrn, wuiier booding
ek sunbeveel in hierdic moderne wi-
redd, in hierdie moderne veu, san hier-
ille moderne men.  Walter  houding
mat die mens aanoeem soadint die een-
heidskanrabter van die moderne wéreld
'n eksistensbedl-veraniwoorde  aange-
leentheld word? Walter howding lan
dic mens help dal by nie verveeemi,
gedsilbierd, censumm en solitér  sal
rank in die moderne sitoasie wat im-
mers sy sllidisle bs nle? Herop wil ek
anfwonrnd: dle houding van  solidari-
ieit.

In die loop vam hierdie nrtikel sal
maet blyk wat alles onder solidarile=it
verstann word off wal die saplibssies
daarvan . masr voorlopig ksn peetel
word: sdidarited & croe-making met
die feit van wolasie, dit » dis hopding
val vrye bitrokkbenboid by ‘o sk die
bewnstelik salidér sliel met ‘a siinsse
e verantwoordsilir aanname ven &
gedagte datl dir mems niz net vir hom-
il damr @ nie. maar vir dis amler

Voordst vk daarice oorgsam om
roorbeelde té per om e belangrik-
heid van die sldaritcitshomey 2mm ic
toanm, wil ¢k nog ‘s begrip introdoseer
wasrdenr ofa ‘B Fabmer aglesgrond inn
bekom fen elade dis karakter van mali-
dariteit beter e verstnan, Det i= die
sehularisanio-hegrip, DMi sal biyk dan
die fenamieen vin srkolarisnsie hige
dra het tof dle beklemtoning van In-
dividunlliteit en tol die ervmring van
tanlaslo. Wanr dio bipdende mag van
goderyke en ldedryke vervnl en die
stoatanbesluntheld  en korklike outos
riteit op die aglevgrond tree, vind dio
meng homaelf spoedig n ‘o owéreld
waarin alle houvar vordwyn het en
waarin hy awl hoemeer aingewess ks op
homeelf en &y #le verantwoordelike
beslissing. "n Gevoel van echsasmbieid
en inolosle kap optsiasn wal vererger
kan word dear die feit dat geen nows
geslotenbeid oo geborgenbeld die mens
tevrede stel nie Die analisr van dic
seknlnrinssie-brgrip kan help om “a in-
g e verkry ool in de [epomeen wn
mnlesls ea moontlik die wog wys na die
{emigele | oplesing daarvan, ml sofi-
darited

1} Lowmg peion vomr iy Oherpsirior il
e Sesbbopaenll [ Teelees Afmls ) Sepl
i g

n
Ihie vershvnsel van Seladarisasio

Ek glo nie dit is moontlik om dic
maoderne silunsie van die mens (e vers
slaan =ander ‘n Inelg o die fenomesn
vaf srkils risssie nie, Onder selnlari-
=asire verslaan ok die vrymaking van
div mrds on dke wireld van religiees
en mielalisiva brbeer,  Sekularisase
bt as prvelg dai waar eers ied buiiie
dic wereld die verayinpdalesm TaR
alles was neo de mens 0 de wéreld
die maststal van slles werd, waar ‘m
sermernide wireld bobani bendis =i
reld asnvamdlil »s witrsarspemi ge-
mevm b, werd hierdie weredd a5 enlg-
sie o0 as smvrrvaBEghmre wereld aan-
vaar. Sehularisasie doi dearop dat dir
merfs en die wéreld ‘n groler selfsian-
digherid sverkry am vesrhesn Dit bele-
hen mondigwording van mens en wes
rehd

As unm die geskiedenis van die £
lomofle & voorbeeld neem, dan vinmd
ons dat reeds die entstian van die [l-
logslle as denkwyse ‘n stuk sekolar-
gaale 16, deardal die refigieuse nan-
vanrding von partisipasic tussen mens
e goddelikheld Lot vraag gestel 4 In
die plek van mitologie kom metafisila,
Im die plek van gode-ryk kom ided-rylk.
Me Idetryk, wit bokant die wéreld
tronn, how paluorlik nog ‘o depresiasio
vien hiardio wereld in, oo etrs ‘o loters
valwiklicllng probesr die wereld in &y
ele reg e verstaan. In dic moderne
Tilossfie is danr ‘n =terk tradisie wai
die desle wil veymeak van relizjeuss
en melalinose verbindinge on dic weg
Sevalglik copmank wir 'm groter vorm
val selfslandicheid o0 vrraoiesrde-
fikkheid wal asn die mens lﬂt:ﬂhlj.“lf

Taren wourds i hesliger 3 tader woor-
e mie Lie denksitunmic self i von ke
bay Ekl moom it oemiat &t sk ‘R
et i wal dasrior =eewerk dat e
meis i¥hmamnm vorl en omdat Jwe wer-
simam van sofpfardert ook hiermee sal
samhang.

Dok binne die onlwikkeling van die
patumrwrienskap vind ons ‘a sworiEe-
Ivke atruktuur, Vanal dies Rennissance
mef die opirode van Copernikus vind
n belangrike verskuiwing plaas wase-
dear die geusentriese dear dic hefiosen-
trigss wereld-becld vervang is 50 ver-
e die warde ny sentrale plok in die
heelal — 'n mntrale plek van wasrilt
die mena slnvol gerig i op God soos
veroiidaritel in die Middeleeuse hior-
nrehlese wireldbeeld, Die wereld b sy
vermeendo gerigtheld op God verloor
hierdour sy sulirale karakter. Die ruim-
e word gesehulnrisesr  sodat  gesn
pant vosfkear boe ‘' oonder pund  hied
nle, Gevolglik onistsan dic problecm
of die religicuse handellng van die po-
lwige wal &Y arms in gebed ma bo rgs
nog enige min bet. Bodrs de roimile ge-
sehulariseer raak kom dic tradisioncle
heiligr woonplek van God i die pe-
drang ‘n Moonilike resnltzst kisrvam
Ean wees dat die mens minder ma b
mi kyk oa miskirs groder solidariten
et mems om wereld ==l roel

As derds wvoorbeeld wil <k die
stantalibosole prem waarkieses die ver-
sicymeci van sciularizsse S ek al-

FINDAR

teken Hinne die primitiewe denke s
die stanl religisus gefundevor, Dhe bur-
gur in emnsionee] peborge m die kow-
moa wal donr die gode beheer wond, Die
kosmrrow  is elatlik 's poddelike stos)
winrmied die mens in n L Froglose Fin-
heltagefithl” | Max Scheler) werbonde
i, 133% b ilan cok mie verrassend om be
vind dnt die ptastsleier goddelike wng
dren nie. ER neem die toestand in Ol
Egipte ns veorbeeld en dasr vind ofis
e velgonde:

Gy reglerende Eibnlg ist. .. Trk-
gor des upleilbpren und ungetelien
villenn Lebenminhaltes des Somnengol -
ten Do lebendlige Gottes-Teh fiill den
ganeen Konigsleib sus . Des Kinigs
dehitbarer whd betsetharer Krper L
nur dir Hille fir dea Cott . . Des K-
nigs Worte and Teten Alisscrungen dis
in wrimrm [aferen wobnendssn Gotles
Der Bomnengutt selber regiert muf Kr-
deg I8 der Hille des Eonigsieibes. Dem
Kinige prbubmt daber gotiliche W
cikrumg, ")

Boader om die oniwikkeling van-
it hierde primitiews opratting te
shein, wil ok oot teenoor herdie god-
delike reprring deur de beerier sl
die miters prsekolarisecnie posigie bin-
ne ddis moderne demolragic waar die
regering Se doodgewons meBse VT
antwoonling most doen zan die e
sera. In die plek van die on-verificer-
bare meln-fsicse wil van God kom now
die wverifiecrbare aardse wil van die
kleaer

Hiv klem op div mens

ok in hierdie siastshilosofiese voars
Bl het ahe Klem alhoemeer geval
up ddie meng In die wereld ok die
kerk wat hinme dic Middelesuse wirold.
bl e mimni in sy menslilheidska-
rakier bedrelg hel, moes in die mo-
derme Ivd op die agtergrond tree. THe
slanl word die mens sl in sy ge
mrrnskaplike epirede tu.v, ande ®
reg. Dic stanl enlaard wamseer hy dic
wnardigheld van die mens aaniss ea
wanterr $86 prhrnr m e =last = &
iy shnld van mes=s Daar s geen wil-
thag im “n gederyk of idetryl mie.
Wrmsr = san wrese veraslwssordelil-
baeld vershpldiy (ov. messlikbrid e
kularisaskes Lav. die 2dast kan so pe
aem, bl i greter verantwasordelik-
brid van mens lreear mebaar. Sehow-
larbasie dul die wez aan (ol selidari.
ikl lmdicn dic modernr mens B die

wews van die belekenis van sekulari-
winle nie maar sal hy juis deur sy -
Insie dle wpanninge kin versherp en
itle probleem van menadike verhonding:
idnardenr nle nandurl en aanhelp nle,
An 'n volk hom om cen of ander rede
witreld-polities sou lsoleer, sou ook hy
en die whreld-politieke situpsic dasr-
onder Iy omdat die probleem van in-
ternasionale verhoudinge nike nange-
durfl en snngehelp word mic.

Bamevatteod en ook versenvoodi-
gend, knn ons dil as volg stel: die sehu-
larisasie-fraomeen het im die flosodie
mel die vorfiese ven "o religicoss en
mria Setrse wireld belp asntoom dal
gpreen woorde ‘n religicuse of meels-
fimiear =mxnksier imbhoo nie, =mar dat
alle wowerde en oondele sHmasie-grbon.
de m [hw migor-welessksp lasi 'm
womningnosd vir GCod imtves deondsl

die woonplek van God wet okasy die
woreil prsiliesr sobi wees, L vrang
Erslel word. Seliukinsasie i die na-
fuurwelensknp rig so dic pavorsder e
pindng op die mens 6 sy betinkken-
hewd by die wéreld, Die sinatafilosofis
wird ook al oo minder bemels en @l
hoomear aardser. it gasn nle in die
il om pode nie, maar om mense,
I grn nmie in die peliilek om dis
roieim vt Diod, die msemo van ‘no vworn,
die rocm van die slank, die Fem van
'n wvolk en dic roem VAR 'n Il.itl-l.||11|q|n
tilie, THY gonn om die mens sl en e
mingwanrdige lewo wan dic mens An
ek #o formulesr, dan versiaan u iois
enecr van my uisprask dal sekelarl-
ansle onm ‘n insig gee in dis problesm
vea sdllaniell Seiularisssic w's die
figling na sohdsriled] mel dis wetvkd]
o soldaribeit el die beEna B die
wrreid

As u die moderne filecsofie sou wro
a1 B vooropgestehle brilige et die
woord wat sSg warbore den wys -
kularissses op sobdariten mel dic sifn-
asie wmarm olke ca cenife woond -
wrnd-lsaksones] permzak mort word
fiewn wwwrd bef vorrasy bs ‘s assler
weard B, A U die Daleureeiomsksp
il WA na @ Eiterste rmimie waar
Gadd knn woon, das wys schularinsais
ip mlidariteit met die sasklike chape-
riinenl wmarbmite die moRs als galink
kpn word mie. eem ratmie het yours
rang b ‘n ander ruimie nie, As o die
atantafilosofie vrm ma ‘o goddelike annk-
mle van palitleke opirede, dan wym #e-
kulnriiale o op solidariteit mot e
mend wol neoit ss middel twor 'n dosl,
manr allyd oz deel op aigsell bonskou
moel word. Geenm menms bl vooerang
o “m wmler mens nbe

In die moderne woreld het die menn
nle meor die geborgenheld on gemeen-
minmbeid van hellige woorde, "n hel-
lign wéreld of 'n poddelive politiek
nle. Mel die verdwiyning van hisrdie
snnkeice kom di= mens alleen 1o siaan
lierdie isolase moet egter nic &8 eind-
puEEl preien word mie, m3ar & agier
gromd wir ‘n betere verstann van die
beickinis van solidaritesn. Die mene
mord ook pie olasie probesr eerwein
drur surTogate woos by, ldooleg e
verscherdheid mie, wang daardear werd
elnay all-=alik versiere Mol = =
mere tiperemd van ideolegiese denke
dat §ir moclike wez van eolklaritei
greock worl lanzz die weg vam 'n po-
lilishe progrem wat dic ojpieny il -
alail ip¥ die wez van seaslibe ver
homliage wat Femesrmmanmbetd kan
wikE

Ten shvile moe| ck dasrop wys dai
el geenzing voorges dat hierdie ver-
binding van sekulurisasie en aolidari
toit nevdwendig olt die gegews wan
selkulariensie vieei nie. THE B ' ver-
bmihing wntl ok persoonlik atel en ae
moiinblike wog wil anndul vie die mios
dernn mens wet in ‘o selularissio.
bnpiese gernal et en gevaar loap om
i Imolnmle of in surrogeef-oplossing:e
iy Il te sock., Ek sou op hlerdle #lu-
divm kon wys op teee ander porsomoe
wisl nuk 'm verbond tussen selulari-
psle en eclidariteit 1€, ol, Albert Ga-
mus hinne die moderneg etterkondes en
Districh Bonhoeffer binne dis moderne
ieologir. Lpvw. “a bespreking van hier-
die iwee denkers paam ok mou onr 101
't bempreking van dic bonec) van s
ldarides mww geste! dewr die Furs-
poer  tradisie. dear Earl Mars dew
diic mslrrar asiropolege ¢a deur ‘m
clminl cmairle Tekood,

Veervolg op bisder &

=i Dr Depressr o dosred aew der Fossers
il vaw Sirilembod
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sedidarsivnt em div
l‘.n‘fuj‘lf‘h' -'i"'l'ﬂl' o El

nde vt ‘ A e ors
TS TR e fvamirsy gt ok
die Puimle sTyEree el let o e sofis
dhurlisitnbegyrin 1o irehessr. Bl wil
no probeer o pofalrkelt b verslasm
Wi e lig van "m bespreXing von Fuaro-
ja  m  Eoltopr-fil=ofioss  [LnuDicot.
Furope o 'moonvernydelike heuse nm
twun pedesr cerdtens, dit is die Koro-
juwn Armidlale wil 105 el ny bydrae
Wi maianrweianakap en  Leguled By
uitmieh dle moderne protdamatics somd-
v eklarssgc, molesie B solhdsr-
=uf s e }'_l#—‘.tﬂ hed, &n
I T TR R Cas 2 ] ]
a iy Esropese trydeses, i &Y JromE-
shn weas | £ A FY migfubkmge Habe
wam vEc b peowig s il v wipoe.
B om o se st shege I sevate Sl
sedelratopil met e Earogee u-:-i::
5. em die widlritesbegrip i
sma il versian. ledesis Lor. En-
porped ml 0ok oms erlamie 6 aRdar voe-
brride werETOOL

The stmdent van die Europese tradi-
sic Wn ol mruit veel en ook uiteenlopen-
iy Tonhlymies trek, In 'n ander studie
het ok ‘0 analise gegee van dle drie sa-
s wal wir my in die Eiropese tradi-
alii in wirehl-politiske verbangd van die
prinle elekenks is Bl wys hlir weer
dumi. T s die homsegin van bnlers
psmlemn lieid . vevheid en bockelstensle

Ll

IS L rntermasioiele
rvahend

Vieral priwrende die 1% = 36
reu e i verellli fule pegiags saRFE-
womsl om in Eorope L& peig iol "8 -
e rmaiensle crabeid, dwa ‘n eeabewd
i Hurops. Dit i= cgter moeillk om bin-
ni- i TormwerE YO0 EwWerelas pasio-
nale wiate tot ‘n eenbeid te kom. Nog-
ieni he' Hie konsep nooll geheel ver-
lore gegann nle, Die Napoleimtiese oor-
ol po die Eerste en Twosde Wiereld-
porlodl 1ol ollkeen woer tot nuwe planne
wiv eonheid en samewerking, by, diz
Alllaneles nan die begin van die 180
wott, dip Volkere-Bond en dlo Verenig-
de Velkere Orgenisasle, Tos Earopas
mb Ll wereld” gesien ls, wa dis hasis
van samreerking die komsep van JFo-
] Christclike Nasbes". Hierdic
bgsts word prlnidclic witgebred fof B
sicsafide Nasies” o vesdsg st die
YN D e baadves van JVnedeliswenls
Nprden". Op Bicniie wyse bt dic bon-
wp v 'w Europese renbeld ontwikkel
tid alir aleaal van "o wireld-eenbeid [Ne
poging van die Y.V.O. om ol terna-
slofile vnboid e kom, W ‘B poging
wul stnan binne dic antwikbeling van
s Burupese tradisie. Hisndio interma-
slonsle eenheid is nle vonaellsprekend
il dogiler moer woorhande bn die wé-
feled b, 1HE Iz alleenlik disnr indien dle
Biwunlolik gewdl an geliles on dairvoor
wibry word, THE is nodig vir alle 1oen-
sl woadonaliteite oea hulle veraat-
womdelikhetd & Pherdie wvorband (e
boer. Dl is "B languame jsrosss vEn op-
vording Vir dic individu b 8t ‘5 lese-
T [SiEES ER O Wi ' ovolle Isber-
n i b defike cis soliariteit op s0B-
el belcirsn de eowiclibe sam-
v arding vam e helangrialeesd en Fe-
il viz =mder volkes o8 diw verwer-
ping van paletie ea bick-vrming I
e cEkmpemmente [ wtermssionale
rimfecdel et Furopa o soa hisse ol
Earogine trudisi= ‘a belangrike taak
nm e weryul

e verdwerging van  Eoropa™
{oibwiefing of Eorope™ in die woonde
vin Toymbee ) bet as een Ielangrike me-
sullind gethod e logly dn die  nood-
snnklibbeld van konfronlisle en soll-
buritelt en samewerking op die grrond-
shigg vaim gelvlibeid. En r: mie
el vir Afvika mie masr vie die hele
witneldl wys die Enrnpeer besel van in-
lyrnpeimnsle denke die rigting san vir

ON THE
UNIFICATION
OF THE
CHURCHES

Ecinenism today

This eould profitably be the title
of @ boik; bl since modl of ke ooe-
lents of #uch a book should be widely
mown (o ui. and in =0 f5¢ =8 Uy fi-
vaive the Warld Comnei] can b foumd
e red 0 prcursle and inlrilipihie
manncy ia the Bible Stody beoklet pot
amt priay o the New ekl Coppci
o =Jeams the Laght of the Warld™ | thers
i B Beed 1o eederge on This welihert

it will smfTior te sy that bk remais,
im Archidshop Temple's words, ithe
“greal pew el of agr time™, Une s ol

o meveribeless, (0 guestion
whether It = the greal mew gosd of
aur  lme, o w bt e e

eIt [

for examjbe, the raein) el polis
theal policles espoused by ropresentis-
ilves ol the Warldl Coomell In Cendral
and Bouthern Afeica are In (el safli-
ciently universal to mary  (hem  os
“Chrisilan” wnd  (herefare  command
ihe assend sl a2l thinking Sl lan

Thése queilions 2re belng asksd,
and need Lo be sesweEred. b they
connel by siawersd im U  muwscr

serd mather o re-thmk for ouresives
the peormailis zod the pitifells of eon-
menism, 8 lerms of oor own st usl e

Rev. ). B. Hawkridgre *

Ome ol the it riticierd assimptioms im mach presest-dey charchmsnsdip
s thal of “ser Siaful Divisess™: sad i bas been particalardy evident Lo thase
having say combciion with (e feld of chsrch cuiensien that the subject =
camsing much confiping and dirveossn of rRefIy M osar yeUREEr OMgTerbene
iguiie apart fom [yraishing o selishble [beme for decussion sroups and
sindent socheties). Whilst it b sl pussible Lo divest (he theme of b= theols-
gical implications, |t may be worth while looking ut the subject pragmatically

For m change,

end It fs with this end o view Lhat wi
undernks the contlderations 1hnd fol-
Ty,

Is there any nesd to nnite
churches?

Smee b jmrish mimistcy B ihe
chureh's from lee,. pod i it appese all
the workl s probietes wrr small =6l
urgenl, i fernshesy 5 pood elartisg-
poizi. We may paes orer. for the lime
brAng. the aflem fyoted absurdity of
foar or {ive differvnt churches in (e
wime sirevl or sgiare; it s oaly ab-
sird whaen the elaity of one or more oF
them to be the only troe choreh has
besn refuled, nnd this only the Als
mighty ern do. (We are not to Judge,
who an eaplously lnveke poradox in
our  thsslogy, this obvilons parados.,
Our concern springs rather from the
obeerved #ffects of isolaibon on pur
oW eomETegalions: from our oW Len-
demcy o aromisll ourselves the ealy
brue church. It fs iy pary the offect of

ml
el

moany charitable projects as opblomnnl
cxiraa 1 then wiilkout doobt it fakle to
render any lanting service to the com-
munity in which i1 b 1% has Lhos come
bt ihal sur own denminstian k6 B
sersons danger of being classed wiilk
those wiho [nil 1o serve more then sec-
tiomal islereats, Ubame whe are 6l ali-
w o Uhe calleliciy of tThe Chwrel
thaer who ave sk 3 e easem o
memeoral of

Lhe corioos snd pitifol spectacle ap-
pears of men refusing, on the grounds
of their Chrialian principics, to do a
Chriat did  and forgive. If ono melks
Turther, whut s 10 hlome for thia mr-
restod developmen ; this refussd o look
vutward — there wre causes enough in
the inlense pressunen of socinl upheasy-
al, eosmmmic . oonlturml  ae-

DIE RASSEVRAAGSTUK

Vervolg hemledyvke slirywe

a. ME FENHEID VAN IME MENS-
HEID GEGEE IN CHRISTUS.

Wanmws dis Taseeproierm ann dir
grde b, e e peiesd i Josms

ael van God nle, masr ne menn Thie
Fronse Rewalusie bet die regle wan

Professor  van der Lesuw bet in die
dertiger  Jare geprast oor "o krisis
wanrln, vir die cheistellie Kerk, alles
arjp alie wpel staan. e staaj in div plek
voan die Kerks die bloed en ms in die
van God beteken "n powe heiden-

il snke aw of die gronss tesevaull
ontsiaan het ey willchourig bepanl =

ipn  die
mens-woesn Vil die mens inomy e,
wolk-, an kulbinir posisle verby to giin,

Indien ons one werklik wil heroep
wp ons mens-weos, ihdien ons one werk-

i s divp beshamend dat dle Kork,
ondanks dle feil duyg by in dlo .
harcing vl Jesus Chrisdos die verhef-
fing van die menes-wees pamsbou, e
die ':;rl van Jesus so sleg begryp he
n m il “m hEroep hin:
th. die smserant=anrde y o-dorn
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Hoewel dit dus enersyds die mone-
woes volkome ornatig nesm volgens die
gelufenie van die Bybel, vorvang il
nndersyds die nanste nie tot Bet mnpr
‘nomend wnle, many annvasr hom kA e

‘0 oorhesrsonde karakier
Hierdie realitelt word relatiel gemank
devrdnt il ondergeskih aan ‘n halr
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Pro Verilate

ON THE UNIFICATION OF THE CHURCHES

demce of the Ahpighty shogld prove to
e a Pabtie inrrﬂu‘lh"r:r PR L W
= oa [ pi- o .

- ‘I":fu h::;—-n prw facts sddwoed
today which, in 15e ofpimion of many,
ke the reunification of the cBurches
imperative as nEVEF hefare

The fMiest bs the desire that the
Church shall speak with one voice, The
difficulty about this is (e guaranice
thit she shall speak with the videe ol
Gaod, I whe doees, her Influence may
he greai nnd good; §f whe dees not,
then her influgnce cun  be nothing
pheer of demonic.

On Lhe obther hend, i has ¥l Lo
b slhown 1hat speaking wilh onr voice
in the way its advocales mesn, Lhal &
m the sphere of morals end pood go-
vermment, will g0 more ilsn the wace
of the isolatrd pEOpEEl sie amg B Yoe
samee of God ins be has pewer coased
tn do! to his own peuple. There hmve
alwayw bern fules prophets aplenty. sod
i b foolish to bmoaEine thal there will
pol eontinoe to be fulse churches.
Further, when the Word s spoken.
whether by one Charch or by many. i
enn he appropristed only by the power
of the Spitit, so that those whe wish to
nenr wilh hear, bnd those who have
eloped minds will bardly be swore That
pnything has been said. And finaolly.
whes the word has beem wppropristed
as an inpraction from God through o
worldwide Chorch spealung wilh oae
vokor who i 1o guide us in Lhe applics-
than of thal word 1o the diversily of
sEr paloRs oobrErs, kol Eeleis
and interests ® To Sprall wilh Ofid Vol
may be so mere Lhal & reiurs to luy-
ing down the Law; nnd yull camit be—
galate a man into being either ool
o Christien There =, i faci oBe
sense only in which the Church needs
to spealt with one voice: asd that is
in har witness to thoe Wond of Guod made
flesh, Jesus Christ A litt'e thought on
the place of liturgy snd Scripture will
ahow that she has never been very for
From doing this.

The second “mew’” Tued s The im-
pact of paganisn. Much ol our church
life has its roots in an ers when pa-
ganksm, like the prolelarial, had been
L peried.

We hawe pever fokeh serious -
comui of the foct thei we are Dol
living n & “Chrislinn country” © parthy
=a 8 ressll of this bermtage. parily be-
camer of the (oot to Jook swtwanl Cos-

through particuiar chesscls of West-
ern philosiphy and piychology, which
nlike determine the pradtical olleome
of aur fuith in social lerns. we ean
be humbly grateful that our [Morgy
how nod entively siecumbed to the gress
gure of the reformed raticnalivm, and
eomtaing, Latin and Prolestent oliks,
gome  gendinely  unbversal  appeal;
whilsl 1he Goepel itsell, invalving the
wholly particular revelation of God in
His Son of Jewish slock i the tetrar-
chy of Herod and dunng 1be proeu :-
torship of Pilsle. &8 In spile of 1hds
jor perhaps becimse of fhisi  whelly
esiveraml, Thr topart of pogamins

snd i n so! really mew o Lhus to
mmar s begin apsie ol the Goapel shed
refive (he Miwrgy. amad ic-ibink ke
Useology, im far wider lerma, in the
facr of which, ihe theological differen-
ces of the past three bhumdred years
while mvt irrelevanl. occupy much less
of the Neld, Weo are being reminded
thiat we lwe amongst peoples for
whim, howover sophistiontod their pa-
ganlim, the old dark gods dre much
clopey 10 Lhe surfaee. We are in donger
uf mpeeting foee to faee the principa-
titiem mnd powers that our forebears,
ellher from fenr or ignoembce, lough.
ed ol of cogrl. The churches cnn no
kmger afford to fight esch other's
EFAW Ea

Is there any ground for the
unifrcation of the churches?

We bawe so far commdered Lhe me
putive spriegs of arivum; @ b beed for
al lo rematn i imtrovertod solation.
and the pressare of pagainiss & un-
lely to allow @s to coatinugs in i Aee
there aoy positive grognds ?

The lusi thing that any church con-
vineed ol s own unity, apistolicity,
holiness, and catholicily, should dn is

te emter inte g ¢ porary alliance with
Uhass A Slirves whally ez ia parl e
retical for the salbe of “showing a
mmited fremi™. We are i, i faci, “all
going The e way . and ihe ssoner
me realles 11 the better. On ihe olber
hand, it is equally foolish te deny that
a large area of commen ground exisis
hetween the Christian churches; and in
voaldering the mechanics of their uni-
fiewtion, this eommon ground is Tee-
quently tuhen for granted and hen
peglected, In facl i overshadows ol
olhir conslderations — even the ques-
tion of ehurch umily.

I m chureh ¢ Christian, it receives
Jedus of Mapmreih md (he redecming
Word of Gl will prwer This s not
£ lepal defimition of ifs belief: ¥ o the
desrription of go =t =Em art of faith
m Threl. s thei =i mes sl women
are fodermed ppd smpowersd And
m o whally wmiversal st what fulls
m uarmeruabiiy s our undersmanding of
it. nar descmiptees  of i, ovea o=t
recognilion of @, 3md af Uhst pednt
ey diviines arise. (Thia makew the
definitien of the troe church extrior-
dinarily difficult, if not imposaible At
the snme Lme we are o bewors of
eounting every man o Christinn  be-
enuse Cheist died Tor hlm e s
nol, until he has recelvod Christ for
Himmself., Mowever, ihese  QIffieulties
nedd mot greatly deter us g 11 is poe-
sible fo sy that m any charch where
Jesus @ Himeell presenl b graees pmd
power, Lhere b A point of unity with

iy, rvem ! cme Evoiis definimg the
chwrek: bl o aBAsl say 1hat &
chigrel, however morel and philanthro.
(e g body || mav be, can nasume the
term Christian o dself if @ does not
ot loudly receive Jesus as |[le very
tife, and centre, Only we are pot to
Judpe, He Himeelf judgea those who
raject 11im, ¢ Apart ferom that, the un-
definnble. unsvatematizable ground of
unity |a THERE. and we have expe-
rienced Him, noi only ol His inble, bot
in the face apd form amd worda of

ihing you cam srzoc aboat It e He

Since the mywiery of Wi prosence
Eives smr minds go restingplecs, we are
aimist [oreed fo THrm fo ciber, tangi-
bie thinge, bei we forpet ot our perd
that they are all subsidiary to Him.
We need 1o be repninded that the chur-
ches share the Holy Scriptures, that
indlapensable Wiiness o the Word of
Godd mnde flesh: that they preach one
Goapel of asbvation, thoogh thelr un-
derstanding of it differs widely that
they are mubpect to the sime divine
provideree, which (a8 a pusbor Jnows |
overrules all (hings for goad o them
thay love Him, that they have been
rhosen since the world begen, snd Uhal
in them or upna them the propheocies
s b fulfilled We preed to be re-
minded] wf the oathaolie tradition of
wnrallp which @ s amongsl oi, snd
@ there bwcawsr it munisters to beart
e well s mund and in departing froes
whick wy hawy done little morey Than
trescate [ fo ogf owm s Thets = ia
et m vast comencn ground for Lhe
umificatbm of the churches if Chrind
is al ihe cemire of it

There s one [actor lacking — (he
compalsbon (o unite, [0 must nol e
ondy feom oulside, nlihough Gl uses
thee tale of history to guide His people.
The necidslty o lve bur biethren §7
we wirld truly love Chrisi, bs 5 p=y-
chologicil cause, bl nol a8 loglea) one.
The special exegresis of porthons of the
New Testumen) dealing with the sub-
jert stands & fall=s by scholarship, at
whiwr hebesis (he charches have righi-
Iy refased 1s act precipitsiely, What
= Ervibed iben, 5 a spiritaal eeard
meressity, (e dirpel esding of ihe Vs
by Spiril. This ene can belleve s wie-
Iv 2t weark ameng<t v Bui we pord 1a
ke qarelyl, Hecasse ithe ullimair
springs of wnificviion are inwand, we
have mn right ta  hlodgeon wiher
churchmen with ecumenical doet rine.
Uhurch unification requires @ greot
sai riflle |n terme of pride dnd intellec.
tual security: nnd ¥ou can require it

]
of (ke vharches doca nol maks oe of
the coamman thet s svaiahis
to us, Te go furiher, ancd sy that on-
less and until the churches unite God's
Word evnnot be effectively prodlalmed
pnd Hin woy followed, goes beyond the
avidence, for thers i3 no gaarnnies
thiat the wnlted churches will be any
pesrer Him heweover mueh closer fhey
msy dmw o one another, Without the
lending of the SErit. i may well be a
step for the worse. With i, there s
cvery boje Lhal we may be drawn inlo
= Lifkke [lw of sonls

How nre the chmrches Likely

o unie?

I sewala 1 be wmii, moad sakd often.
that af the cemire, Where men and
wumen  receive Christ, the churches
are in Paey and pn Urath sited. He does
oot mur  seil-contradictory onders
through the Spirit; and the misunder-
gtonding of His erders, and the guar-
rels that posplt from confusing them
with the imiginetions of our  own
henrts, are nol peculiar to ohurchon In
thelr plurnlity. Just becoose there is
8 ginner s every saint, some mesns
gre reqiired to ensure thal ss far ss
poembie Ly saini Is bearkensd to, and
the mmner aol. 11 @ st this periphery
tkat the wroed guesiions of the sutho-
rity amd comstinitionm of the Charch
srige mbd it = our basiaess 10 =T
that (hey are desil with i@ sech =
way thai while the comstitulloa of a
chureh w Bod g vagms belief ia Lbe
equal value of light from say quarter.
it = alen pot am emd m iEell, masking
the predsnee of the Lord. stultifying
L presence of the Spirit, and lending
percepbibly towards 3 renowed loga-
Usmi, a4 of the Pharisees,

Feelosinstioal imperiolism amd
el ieiedualism

Thin menns thatl one tends o rejeet
almost immodintely the various forms
of eeclesiastiea) imperislism. Centra-
lised authority in mEiirrs of faith and
condmct, whether 1 be vealsd In nasrm-
by o can Eamd oaly B &
dopma of iEfallibiiiy; which & tore
resis upos lhe sosmmption that the
promised okl of the Spirit = n facl
receives] s well @8 0ffered Simee the
caly witness timi smch sikd has besm
received in the one who recelved It
iand it la for the whole Chareh s try
every spirit, whether it be of God ), the
doctrine of infallibility resta uliimate.
Iy o human infegrity in the cerlimnl
authority, Thisn most always bo un un-
cortmin qummtity,

Ad well known rre the dafgors of
crelesinaticn]l indvidunlism; e it may
be gtiribuied moch of the later divisive
tendency of Prolestaatism. Sinee 1
over-ral bmates  individusl istegrity in
ibe sme way as the doctrine of infsl-
TEREY  oref-alimEics epscopal  ie-
srity, whether of bishop or assesbly
ihere svens [Hile 0 chooss [t may
be argusd thal (bt frecthinker s fres
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o damn bimeell. whereas spdritusl
wickedness in high places may damn
5 whole proeration; bumi this rests on
fales comcrptions of the matere o) .5-
devidosliny asd thet providesor of Gl
it =5 = ot to thiF Insf that we ot
irs; afd sy (hal sis<r a3 reassonabis
omprosies 8 sockesisatical  polity,
worrespunding o & [ederal politica)
structure, han come inlo being in the
World Council of Churches, and sinee
any polity  has some deawbacks, snd
o guarratoe Lhap od's voiee will be
made elfoctive oxelisively through i,
it moy be pesponable Lo aecopt whal
Is ol fored, pnd wusp 1L s far as wo moy,
and be unel of i, to the glary of God,
We ghall not satisfy those who equate
the church with the kingdom of God,
meither shall we =atisfly those who
demand freedos of comsciense to acl
2= they like But it & possible Lhst
here w slecwhere, wr may find Christ

How does that affecs my porish >

Fw-u- TR chEreh ami mise sre
led by ihe spirit of God (or compeed
by His provalesce) Lo umite, What oif-
fermace ol i make? It's difficult o
sxy. It might résult W redundaney of
buildings where town planners had baal
fcotish  wr  ehurches  spiteful, More
often, ome imdagines it wolld load o os
slow Intepmingling of the two Joend
eongrapad lomm,

For ihere will always be senpo Tor
wne  perfecily  legitimate  difference.
There wre those wha worship with
=inging sl dancing and the beating
el divms; s whop ccsissy s & fenoe
which will make thrm prophesy or
chant ar (ol sm (el faces. Tha & a
kegitimaly (and Biblicsl) form of wor-
shitp. Then there arr thesr whs awali
the perfeciion of sillemse. ler mrywiieal
commanka,  dacipime, ren-willed ser
wiee. Thai (e be o legitimste and Fikdi-
F=] --rﬂﬁp Nhomi of s are sapmewhere
in hetwern, We meed Do remain Tree io
Joim im the kind of worship (o which
by vure femperament and growih in
gonce we gre fiied to give mosl (ool
that which succeeds best in enteriiin-
img us In m splirifood kind of way),

Wheler thut kind of chureh will
avold the pitfalls of a scornful ecu-
menism remains to be seen. The Adver-
83ry B everywhere, fod falcs advaie
tzge every buman pretension. Bui the
defence of b Charch which @, snd
ahwwys bas bewn whEiever our Weall-
mticas portrmy ) EmeltEseously One
end divided, the Body
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Pro Veritate

4. The Churelr the hody of
Christ

The fall compoarisss sslweslly bo-
vhin bk the Posdy how 5 bemid, Dinchers

v bl Clirim. beloeie Lhe e
pever mletae] | e

the Feuly. thint = of the chtirch. Hao
Lies il ol i sl sevvevling
o Maith, T b f 1 Pelar 2 = T}
T irmeinlion frem Pa 118 = Hut
the fgil development of Lhe melaplor
o ragpleem 1% peening of e chErah
i s relsibw bo Chrisl sl o L
wnrld rame oaly alter 1he acemsloe
b come purticalarly from 8t Faul,

WicEsld? 23 k2

The (el maaning of the churea
Dody canm! b wadersfoos] wytisoet
Chrisd thr beed Dyvotoed fromm the
imz Chrel, Lhe church, ki edy =
drnal Dzl Lot every aation of Lthe
iEnrivm (rembss sl ssdty & thal
el y Wt ot Chertst 01 wusald havs losl
In remmss o Eife. 5 s senien the

ey T Gie growth sl FElenssm.
e b=ly oxisss abhd rilnds om 8-

gnt, :owl by virtoe of the Head Tn
the erprre of e eXieisloh over 1The
wwrind, Lhe by remstlda Lhe workl Bo
cart Lhe Hend

Fer Africa, as for all paris of ihe
world 1%ds mesns a4 rmdbcal heeak with
trafditions Weals and ideslogios which
are incompalible with Chrisi. I any
pari of the church cannol make the
change cimplelely, the growih of the
rhoreh is stinted and fis unlty hioken,

In fact, the Flret Hme 81 Poul cio-
jlery's e metaphor, in 1 Coy & 5 1537
Hods to ceapshanise thie gbrdule Rty
of the church and (e aheolute unlen
with Chriad, T n poruon belongs te the
clarely, whilal In tha body of Christ, ho
ol unite himeelf with prostiiolea,
A Christion s bowsd o the body of
the church physicully and vimbly, and
sriritua iy to Chelst e Head,

In similar straln 1 Coe. 10 ¢ 1T
warne nptinet participation in heathes
sgrifieiz] menls, and recalls |y Christl-
zas thind they portake of the soeharis-
tir elements, the vialhle expreasion of
e Laudy of Chrisé This bread of
whirh they partals ba oas [0 s e
by ol Cheist, & = {or vde snirersl
chmiTh

Umidy dors el s porps o maifoermi-
iy bl men ihe Spirit ol Chris) whdeh
prrvades e whals by, I | Cor
b2z 12-25 the Apesile pors oul ol s
way lm ruplninm Wy B I‘q'l_l*ﬁll-r el
charrh as fhe Sedy sl membarrs ol
ithe chareh do mr-csarily differ (rem
anr anelber, Solwi befamdin: 15 b=
<imilarity. o (orl, preciesdy an secommt
=i lkeir dssimilarity ihe vanees Bem-
bers form o oniled by, Throegh (e
Hedy Spdrit the Hewd eguips ench difie-
wml by whik & differend quali-
iy Fer ihe briier (onciioming of e
w lrsskr oy

Updty  eeriabaly dows nel demand
il Fwrmal, [MiTerrias in mcinnisd W -
s meorssary for the charch 8- are dis-
stimilar wembere [or ibhe body | Hem

2 1]

Tow il thing to he kgt in misd
f thst the church i enly body if
Chirdat le Hemd (Cad, 1 2 180 IF this i=
{Je= e Lhe Dndividiis)  muemsiled  emaesi
aod  Ehirk salfering, §0 is laboar and
spgvice Tor Lhe bonefil o Uhie whols
Liceelw (0l Q@ M0, 8 Lhe elhepr amd,
o ure thiose who sitsch Lhameelves
ts shie Dewdy, w0l Lo seove Lha Taruilyy,
bt Uherosdves Thavs albaobmeny, o
Lhi !-n-l__' comEltiles & daneer fo Las
Lidy, For Lhey are nol alinched to the
Hend, Thew wee Lhe 1olen toschera
Cil, 218, 18, Heeawm ey nre nol
umitel] to the Head. they aapse the
lihd b ek up aals Fpectlons npd
mtthyrmimen el ¢ 180

The voeness of the church depensds

e bha wilipuenesn of Clielal, the He-
oenier, ppirmibed wdlagentable Head
i bhe hody by Lhe  wmirmageten; Caosd

_::!:h i =T Thim ajrpiliied es

rler of the matverns (PFhiL 2 : 11, be
swirmates of (e [ressfnom, st
W, the anrincibelidy of the eliareh 1*s
ficebom menns bhat s undiy & slrong-
er llen ay satural division This s
prveemmarraily him Uheala fu Lee Chorsal i
ans im Ephesss |a ihis omire. as in

Prof. A. 5. Geyser

THE CHURCHES
IN THE BIBLE

AND IN

AFRICA

*
THE UNITY AND ITS FREEDOM

{ Fart

sibers, e vory exmsiernoe of Ll € vureh
was threatened by racial divisons
e arnit Lhe aothor employs  La
mcianbor of the body (0 ounier .
Formerly, be stales, there was a wall
if divizgion beltwerg Jow and non-Jliew,
comperable to the one meler  high
slone partithon between the Temple
proper and the Court of the Gentiles
in Jernsalem, Mow, however, Christ's
cromg hnd Tevelled this pariition  wd
replaced it. Pence had como in the
sleénd  of enmity, apd oolly in the
gtead of division, "I Chelel”, thit s,
in the church Jow omd Gentlle form
one body (Eph. 2 ¢ 1318 4 @ 16, 16,
255, And the object of the apostoli
wtiinslon of the church s 60 sdher (hng
that the different races within the
church should form a single body, n
sussoma (Eph 3 : &), Even an Opriat
removed the ruginl barriern to puoke
this hody one, (ef. Col. 3 = B=12) ws he
remaved socinl and even domestic di-
vialofis “Gal 3 - )

Hiz art of meion @ aoihoritalive and
abwoligle because he @ the  howd
“Head™, in ail Bihiical melaphor means
antharily ased rafer. [z e I Lhis
metaphor determines the pitywical form
of the governmest of church, Ens-
mogred with new-fommd dewstacy on
The oxF bund. fleciag papes AEleracy
on the other paris of the chiorck «f
the Beformsiien adopicd Ubd preslyte-
rien sreem of chorch pPovETREDERL
This aysiem st the owter! intesded o
be troe to the Hiblien] petiszs £8d b6
the teoetz of . Howwwrt, i
aften hevsine 9 petocrats & syheals-
iz o= pepiss wi aptETElE. Now
the bepdebip of Christ means Lhat the

of the govermsienml of Lk
church s predeiermined by ol wim
mufis hivn Christ sad Lowd « Avie 2 - 50
mnd Phil, 2 - 8.11). The form of L
poverzment of the church @ Toerelore
mist & matier of individual e

It iz meiiher autocraitc Bor deme-
crathe, # s Chrisfocrmiic. He robes
through the presence of bis Foer pre-
senl Spirit to the end of time (Matih
28 : 20). No human perssn or hidy of
persons may replace Chrisi as oaly
ruler and Tinal anthority of his church
Mo met of lnws or decrees Mg feplac
the living Spirit of the Niving Christ in
the government of the choareh, Tis
Thrisdoeracy = the Tinn) guamniers of
its Treedom and of s aabiy. Chrisl and
his Holy Spirit are shove givernment -
al, national and idenlogleal  division,
Chriag is nol subservient (o govern.
mental and ideslogical powers Pogus
mmil synods were and are,

All the chureh,  ineluding  Afries,
must embark without delay on a sbudy
of the meaning, and the spplication in
pracitice of the Christosratic chamcter
of chorch government. Just o nsoaitied
firm of obe of the multitude of sy-
atems revalent (n the choreh im bhe
Wesi and the East = nof frasibie. In
the course of it= simdy the Thigreh here
and elsrwhere mosi eonstamtly pray,
Venl Crestor Spintes. Only the Hparil
can lench the Charcl Christicracy.

Two)

4. The Church the people of

God

Il Christocratic, the church s
Christocentrle and Christopeial. This
meang that the church shall never b,
of el L be an instrument of workily
poower, whother naticnal, internationnl,
ooonomic orf ldeclogieal. Therefore,
closely linked to the metaphor of the
chuarch as the body of Christ is s
deaignation as the people of God, This
bn el mere metaphor, i I8 meallty,
Tertullinn nppreciaied e renlity when
e wpoke of the church as o tertium
gomi hominum. Jeeus himaell initdated
fhis designation. By the election of
Apostles to the number of twelve he
intended the church to be o new Izmel,
af rither, the real Tsmeel, the remnant
of Deutero-Isainh come to  Fruition.
Feter nt Pentecost, necording to Acts
2 : 30, understood the church to bejuyst
that His sxperience at Joppa (Acta #
- AT eoevineed him of the Fact, and
e gave evidence Lo this effecy at the
Jerumlem comference of 46 A D The
conference wua the resall of & racial
dispuis within the church st Anvioeh
James the Lond's brother and chairman
of Lhé conferenss summesd wp the cos-
sensts of he meeting, snd in deisg w
for once and for all Elerpreted bs
church & the people of God
to the (ireck origmsl of Acts 15
b mial. “Croad Bod 1
EathoEs o chooss fros
lo bear his nams™, The
tween “pation™ It
mificant. With frw excepiion: the
knows of only ome people: the
chected by God. That is
e umity sre Eatisns

%

|

From that time on the unity of he
church md transcending sl ool
and rmcial beundarier becomes e
current theme in the New Testanent
Bt Paul takes it wp in Gal 3 : 29;
Aot 2R R W W Cor, B LW T v
simed by T Peter 2 ; 9 and Eph. 2
18, The former divisions are things of
the pnst aince the chirch i3 the ope
peuple of the one pnd aniverssl God,
Mnturally, such a people cennot be but
Froe. Thelr state is determined by the
onmalpotent COnd, whose people  they
nre, St Poul conatsntly, bot partioaine.
Iy in the Letter to the Galatlans, ch, 4
and B ealls on the church to guard this
freedom jealonaly ngninst pagan ido-
fust. but
againa these wha had elevais] the
Law io the level of an ideol gy, with
the object of enslaving those who had
bewn ael Tree by Christ oimself

There s o clwr pgralle]l betueen
the church af the first contaiy snd Ui
vhurch in Africa todey. Omer agaia,

Aug. 15 Aug. 1963

ihe ehireh noust mminisn its anity and
its Teeedom againe® (he s idpoes fors
cen of pagnnkam, netionali=tie {rog-
mentaibon, physieal fempiation and
thi: vomtending ideslogies of commun-
b mpd ot ]

5. The church brotherhood

1t im remarkabie that [ Pelor. wlile
constantly speaking of the chureh,
nover cialls it “ekidesin™, He refers io

1 the New Tosinment In the Odd Tes-
inment alresdy i s
oot of the copeept of the
il ihe fuithiul aa prople of God
Mrmbern of Lhe sume people of God
call rach oiber brother and shefer on

simice Jesin thEghl kis Seciples the
Unr Feibher. With a view to the bro-
therheod, the “our™ and the “Fallor™
musl b Fiven o new emphasis

There i ane further respes] iG
which the New Testament widened
amid the econcepi: In
Philemon 16 St Paul calls on
Philesson  to  sceept  the run-eway
alave, Dnenimus, now (het be hid be-
cime m Chrlatian, “as a dear hrother
tm the Mlesh an well ss in the Lond'.
The ehureh as brotherhood, even ms
pisple o God, and as body of Christ,
Cranpconds all wewtial, rociol and na-
tlemnl bareelerm, 1L does 80 not e the
nhptenet mnd in (te confession only, bat
in the flsih, n overyday fact.

There jire varous Forces In Africa
iffering hratherhived, The Isbim does
I, mmd s ihowem the ideclogy of com-
munism, and the various emergeni na-
tlonallsma, And the church does ft...
halfhenrtedly, and confesslonally, but
ot "l the Mesh™, It has left un un-
pakd bl s Africs, which might be
taken aver by lalim with ils emphasia
il unlversal brotherhood, it might bW

e ehurch for e coming of the Lord
im much nn exahed B,
Z2 17 Come! say the Spirit
biride,

Pro Verilaie

Tubilighed the 16th of each month,
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