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IN HIERDIE UITGAWE...

@ Ds Bayern Maudé, Dirsbteur van dis
Christallbe Instituut, beskryf hon die
Algamene Yerkiesing die Afrikaansa
borke affebiesr, #n andarsom,

@ In 'n viymskarps aniwoord op dr,
Mik Lae warwarp dr. Ben Engelbrecht
dis valie vorm en interpretasie van
dia gerebarmesrdhaid wal sargeirel
word onder apartheidsapologete

® Dv, Bruckmar de Viliers, 'n oogge-
tuls an deslnemer san die debat,
gee ‘'n hou-vir-hou relaas wan die
gebrure tydens de onlangse sincde
van dis Gerelormeerds Kecke in
MNederland tw Lunterea

® n Eossvlasaderwrapport sor die
prablems =sarmes die Onsfhash.
ke Bantgsheris te hempe Ret word
vershaf dewr di. Danig ver Tyl amp-

telike rasdgewsr »as AICA

® Mark Collier gaam in op die begrip
van gotedbeling wst tam ovesl
sandag geniet in beckiile lrings.

Alls  polilieks kommentaar in hierdis
uwitgawe deur . F B Naudié vn W R
e Villers, vam Dhapreell 3000, Joridsen-
alrmal 35 Rroamfontein. n B Engel-
Lirecht, W¥am Grespwesg 6. Greenside,
J ilinrees e,

IN THIS ISSUE...

® The Rev, Baywrs Naude, Director af
the Chrivtian Imtitute, delineates
the =ffact of Vhe Gensral Election
upen the Afrikaans churches and

wilhk ¥8¥18

® In a razor-edged reply to Dr, Nik
Lee. Dr, Ben Engelbrecht rejects the
spurious form and interpretation of
Refarmed  dogma sroaumtered
among apartheld apologitts.

@ Dr, Brucknar de Yilliers, an eye-
witness and & parficipant in the
debale, gives & blow by blow ac-
count ol what happened during the
regent yynod o) Luripren of the
Serelormperde Kerke in the Neth-
wrigndy

@ An nuider’s repert sa the problems
secogeterad by the Alicsn |nde
pendest Churchet i pronded by tha
Ryv. Dania ven Tyl offical sdeizer
bs ANCA

B Mark Colller daals =ith the cos-
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presant slicifing 30 much sttention
n church gircles.
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Inleidingsartikel:

n g{rul's oLr Gflﬂls!us

Op 22 April gaoa die nog stemgeregtigde, blanke
burgers van ong land no die slembus om naomens
hullesel! en hul kinders — en namens die miljoene
nie-blonke, stemlose, medeburgers van ons land, en
hdlle knders — 'n kruis te mock op 'n stembrief wal
sal bepaal wié ons sentrale landsmegering sal vorm
en, unteindelk, hoé hulle sal regesr,

Dié kiesers het 'n keuse tussen vyl politieke par-
tve en hul beginsels en lussen 406 kondidate in
155 bestrede parlementére selels Hulle is reeds en
word toenemend corval deur 'n mogdom politieke
belsidsverklaringe en wverkissingsmonifeste in 'n
poging om hul kesuse e beinvioed en hul stem te
verowar, Oader hierdie verkiesingsmanileste s daar
ook een wal géén poarty stsun of verleenwoordig
nie, maar wat eenvoudig bekend staan as die
Christelike Verkiesingamonifes: die sg. . Twaall Stel.
linge vir Oorweging deur alle Etsmraghqde Chris.
teng in die Republiek vam Suid-Afnka”,

Hierdie moniles is uitgevaardig deur sewentig
teilbare dog bekommerde volgelinge van Iasua van
Nasaret. die Gekruisigde, en Sy lewensleer. 'n leer
waarvolgens ons ons naaste (hoe primitisl, nnunt
wikkeld, ondorontwikkeld, veragtelik ook al) moel
liathé noos onssell, ons aan andere (hoe verskillend
ook al van oassell) moe!l doen soos ons aan cm:ﬁall
gedaan wil hé: ons aom die nietigste van gh
skermlinge mo=! doen dit watl ons graag aaa Chris-
tus sel! sou wou doen.

Dit is Sy leer, Sy eis, Sy oproep tot al Sy valge.
linge, ook tydens die oanstoande verkiesing.

Volgens die mees onlangse (1968) statistiek is
daar 3,639,000 Biankes in oas land van wis die oor-
grote meerderheid, nl. 2,468,944, . Christene”, dwa
belydende wolgelinge von di= grootste Volksleier
van alle tye is, die Stigter van die Koninkryk van
Christus op acarde.

Vaa dié 24 miljoen volgelinge, of nomens hulle,
eis Hy. ook tydens die cansiaande verkiesing, trou,
lojaliteit en gehoorsame navolgenskap, Ock tydens
hierdie verkiesing sal Sy volgelinge — na deeglike
ondersosk van hul eie Christelike verantwoordehk-
heid — blootgestel word aan a goddelike toets en
sal van hulle geverg waord 'n duidelike keuss wir
Christus of téén Hom

Tweea-duisend joor gelede is doar ock 20 'n loels
aan mense gestel, Tos het hulle vir Christus 'n kruis
opgerig en Hom gekruisig. Moar toe, met 'n poor
uitsonderinge, was hulle nie Sy volgelinge me en
het hulle ni= in Hom geglo nie. Vandag 1s dit anders
(of is dit?). Hier in Suid-Afrika alleen is daar 24
milioen mense wat amptelik en apenlik verklaar dart
hulle in Hom gle.

En tog stel Hy sy vaolgelinge weer eens, en ewe
dringend, op die proef en stel Hy hulle weer wans
voor ‘'n keuse: vir Hom of téén Hom; Christus ge-
kroon of gekruisig; 'n kruis vir Christus op die stem-
briel ol weer eens 'n Kruis vir Hom opgerig op Gol-
gola,

Editorial:

A Cross fﬂr Christ

On April 22 the still enlranchised while cilizets
o! our couniry are going 1o the polls to moke a cross
en a balict paper, on behall of thamasalves and their
children — and on behalf of the millions of the non-
whites, voleless, lellow.citizens ol our country ond
their children — to determine who shall constitute
the central governmen! ol our country and, altimo-
tsly, how it shall be governad,

The volers have a choice between five polifical
parties ond their polices and between 406 condi-
datezs 1 155 conlested porliamentary constitu-
encies. They have been and are incraasingly being
swoamped by a plenitude of political statements ol
poticy and election man:lesto’'s in an attempt to in-
fluence their choice and capture their votes, Among
these election manifesto’'s there iz also one which
supporis or represents no ty, but which is simply
known as the Christion ion Mamlesto: the so-
called "Twaaive Statements lor the Consideration of
=1l Christian Voters in the Republic of South Alrca”

This maonifesio was issued by sevenly lallible
though concerned [ollowers of Jesus of Nazareth,
the Cruciliad, eand His doctrine ol lile, a docirine
according to which wea must love our neighbour
(hawever primitive, underdevelopad, despicable) as
we love ourselves, we must do unto others (how-
ever different lrem oursslves) what we would have
done unto ourzelves, we must do lo the lowliest of
His protegées whal we would gladly de unto Christ
Himszsell.

This 15 His doctrine, His mjunction, His call to all
His followers, alse dunng tha coming election.

According o ths mos! recent (1968) figures, there
care 3639000 Whites in our couniry of whom the
vast mojonty, viz, 2,468,944, are rEJm.sil{nw ie
conlessing followers ol the all-time greatest Leadsar
ol His people, the Founder of the Kingdom of Christ
on earth.

During the coming election He demands of thess
Z4 milhon foillowers. or an behall ol them, faithful-
ness, loyaity and obedience towards Himsell. During
this election. too, His foliowers will — after a tho-
rough excminction of their own Christion respons:-
bility — be subjected to a divine test and a decr
choice for Chnst or against Him will be demonded

of them.

Two thousond years ogo such a test was also
posed to men Then they erected a cross for Christ
and crociied Him. Bul then, with a lew exceplions,
they were nol His lollowers and did not bsheve in
Him. Today things have changed (or have they?).
Here in South Alnca alone lhere are 23 million
people who officially aad openly proless to be His
followers.

And yet, once again and just as urgently, He puts
His followers 1o the test and once again asks them
to choose: lor Him or against Him; Christ crowned
or crucified; a cross lor Christ on the ballot
or, one= again, a Crogs erected lor Him an Gelgotha
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Die Afrikaanse Kerke en die Komende Verkiesing

toesprake op ons

waar dit :ii:m moeilk (indien me
onmoontlik) is om te onderskei tus-
sen die spreke van die Woord van
God en die woord van die volk. Dink
maar net san die etlike honderde
predikante en sendelinge van die drie
Afrikaanse Kerke wat lede is van die
Afrikaner Broederbond wie se om-
sendbriewe ‘'n keurige mengsel bied
van kerklike, kulturele, politicke,
sosinle en ckonomiese opdragte om
die belange van die Afrikancr bo dié
van ander mlhgm;pe te bevorder,
(As die Broederbond die vrymoedig-
heid besit om te openbaar hoe groot
dié getal is, sal dit stellig my bewe-
ring bevestig en vnntnrk?.

BO POLITIEK

As dus 'n Afrikaanse Kerk sooy die
Nederduitsche Herwirmde Kerk van
Afrika 'n verklaring wvitreik dat die
Kerk bo en buite die partypolitiek
staan (soos 'n paar dae gelede gebeur
het}, dan moet 'n mens jomdl dade-
lik afvra wal daartoe die aanleiding
gegee het en wat daaragter sit, In
hierdie peval was die sanleiding 'n
twaalf bladsyelange loflied in Ster
Aktueel, die icke bylaag wvan
Ster, op die N.H. Kerk, waarin ap 'n
baie subticle manier die standponte
en optrede van die N H. Kerk aan die
politicke sieninge van die HN. Pany
gekoppel word.

Ek kan nie verstasn wasrom die
N.H. Kerk so angstig was vm indirek
die assosiasie van die Kerk en talle
van sy predikante met die H.N. Pany
te ontken of le probieer verberz nie,
tensy dit is dat di¢ Kerk bang i3 dat
;:1 oOrwinni T’r die Nlim

arty op 22 April sy posisie by die
volk kan bemocilik of benadeel. 'n
Mens wonder of die verklaring son
verskyn het as die HN. Party ver-
seker Was van D Moot oorwinning.

Maar afgesien hiervan bring die
geskiedenis ons tog ocorvloedige be-
wyse vin die noue verbintenis wan
die Afriknanse Kerke en die Afri-
kamervalk, Seker in geen ander gods-

dienstige ap ter wereld {be
halwe miskien by die Joodse volk)
was die band tusen Kerk en volk so
nou as by die Afrikaner nie. En tot
op sekere hoogle was dit aan te
omdal dif die bewys gelewer et van
die vereensclwiging van die geestelike
leiers met die en worsteling van
die volk aan wie hulle die Evangelie
bedien het.

Die probieem s dat dié ver-
bintenis 50 'n noae o het en die

- :
die besprekinge kom deelneem nie.
VERWIKKELINGE
Onder normale sou

gehinder of in die war inz het
nie as dit nie vir die m
wikkelinge was pie:

Efrﬂzu;k i;f diar d;: durdelike ak-
SRy r m anderse bemaderin g
en bevordeling van die huidige lands-
politick deur leiers van die Gerefor-
meerde Kerk in Suid-Afrika in teen-
stelling met die ander twee Afrikaanse
Kerke van Gereformeerde belydenis,
In groter gehoorsaamheid aan Gods
Woord tree daar stadig masr seker
'n ander uitkyk en norm van beoor-
deling na vore by die Woord en
Paoﬁgrmp van Potchefstroom wat 'n
ernstige uitdaging bogin word vir die
tradisionele opvattinge oor kerklike
eenheid en pluriformiteit, oor die
kwessle van gemengde huweltk, oor

— BEYERS NAUDE

die Bybelse konsep van geregtigheid
en naasicliefde — en so meer. Die
feit dat die on Sinode van die
Gereformeerde Kerk (Said-Afriks )
‘n beshiit oor die Skrif se standpunt
t.o.v. gemengde huwelike het
wal vir die oorgrote eid van
goeie Afnkaner-Nasiopaliste 'n do-
ring in die viees moel wees, laat n
mens besef dat hier stadig maar
sr:krrp;? situgsie 2an die ontwikkel is
wal polilies gesproke ernstige prob-
leme gaan skep vir die trlﬁiliﬂﬂdc
eenheidsbenadering van die Afn.
kaner,

Tweedens is daar die voltrokke splis-
sing in die politicke geleders van die
Nasionale lr:'ﬂf wat die Afrikaner-
gemeenskap van bo 1ol onder verder]
het en ‘n golf van bitterheid oor ons
laat heenspoel hel wat plleen moont-
lik is m die felheid van twis waar
broer teen broer, Broeder teen Broe-
der, vriend teen vriend en huis teen
huis te staan gekom het. Ek wonder
of daar 'n enkele Alrikaanse gesip
is waar hierdie splitsing nie ervaar
of gevoel word nie,

En om die sask te vererger kom
nou die anonieme skrywer van Ster
Aktucel e speel by die NH. Kerdk
af teen die N.G. Kork in 'n duidelike
Erlnging nm’ ;]ia N.H. Kerk aan die

ertzog-volgelinge se politieke wa te
koppel en die N.G. Kerk te dwing om
te 5= waar hy staan. Tot dusver het
die N.G. Kerk nog nie amptelik g
reageer nie hoewel twee prodikante
van die N.G. Kerk presies tesnoor-
zestelde lhmitaunl: ingeneem hel por
die vrazg of ‘n mens voor die ver-
h:ﬂng n p-uh.tl-rkt mel
gebed behoort te open. D= D. F.
Malan van Melville s8: Nee — dit
doen ek nie; ds. N. J. van Loggeren-
trerg van Farrarmere g£: Ja — dit
doen ek wel. ('n Mens mag in jou
nuuskierigheid seker wel vra watter
soort gebed ds. van Loggerenberg
sal opstuyr as hy 'n politicke ver-
gadering van die Verenigde of die
Progressiowe Party met gobed most
open ).

EENHEID VERBREEK

Een ding is egter duidelik: nie al-
leen het die koms en optrede van die
Herstigtes die historiese eenhbeid van
die Afrikaner ru verbreck mie, maar
(Vervolg op Sladsy 10)
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SAL EK OFFER WAT JY VRA?

In [Yie Kerkbode van 11 Maart 1970 het daar "n bricl verskyn van dr. Nik
'n predikant van die Ned. Geref. Kerk, waarin die Christelike wverkicsings-

oftewel die ., Twaall stellinge vir sorweging deur alle
Suid-Afrika™

manifes™
Christene in dic Republick van

ontleed word, Hierdie twaalf stel-

Ihphﬂruﬁm-ﬁulmnmmﬂdhlum-mm

My eerste reaksic op dr. Lee se bricf in Die Kerkbode was eca van verslaen-

heid. Ek nog verslae dagroor. Dit gasn my
hudu“ﬁﬂhlni&r&mﬂnhpm“

verscand 1€
het, daar kon

inlees. Dit is 30 vergesog en so bevoorvoordeeld dat dit vir die opstellers van die

E

manifes net nie meer moontlik is om

le aniwoord nie. Dis it

so0s wanneer jemand duidelik en uitdruklik _A"™ s£, en hom tot sy verbystering

toegewerp kry:  Hoor daar, by 52 B' 7.

Ek het dan ook geen soarneme of
begeerte om dr. Lee te probeer ant-
woord nie. 'n Diskussie oor die poli-
tiek wat tans in Suid-Afrka gevoer
wond, en wal uitgaan van die grond.
waarhede van die Chnstehke geloof,
het m.i. sinloos geword, Dr. Lee se
brief aan Die Kerkbode is vir my
‘n sprekende simptoom van hierdie
sinlonsheid. Die verabsolutering van
die apartheidsideologie as die cks-
klusief Christelike, moés daarop uit-
loop. Tensy die Skrif en sy uitsprake
so gelnterpreteer word dat dit aan
apartheid ondergeskik is en dsaraan
dienshaar gestel kan word, val dit
geheel en ul daarbuite. Dr. Lee spreck
slegs die bekende taal wal emigeen
van l:'Iiul! kerklike of teologiese toon-
aangewers van die Ned. Geref. Kerk
ook kan spreek. Dit sou 'n asnvaarde
ﬂul:ﬂ van -III-E Algemene Sinode kon
wo

Dit sou futiel wees om hiersor “n
redenasie te probeer voer. Hoe siels-
vermociend dit is. kan miskien il
die volgende voorbeelde vir my lesers
duiddik word Fk noerm eers die el
ling soos dit in die Manifes stasn,
en dan enkele grepe uit dr. Lee se
vertolking en kommentaar,

STELLINGE

Stelling 2: Die politick hon hom
besig met die inngting van die same-
lewing en aflekteer daarom die lewens
van mense, geskape na die beeld van
God, ten diepste.

Vertolking: Deur te beweer dat die
gevalle mens vandag steeds die beeld
van God is, word die totale verdor-
wenheid van die mens hier implisiet
gelofn.

Stelling 3: Dit s die Christen se
plig om deur sy stem by le dra tot
die ‘instelling van ‘n landsregering
wial wet en orde sal handhaaf en die

belange en welvaart van die hele
samelewing waaroor hy aangestel is,
sal bevorder ooreenkomstiz die
Bybelse pgebooie van waarheid, ge-
regtigheid en liefde.

Fertolking: In stellinge drie en vier
van die Manifes word die taak wvan
die ataat feitlik primér omskrywe as
die bevordering van die belange en
welvaart van die hrlr samelewing”
en die algemene welsyn”, Hierdie
suiwer-utilitariese dwaling is lynreg
in wtryd met die Heilige Skrif, wat
leer dat die primere kwalifiserende
wak van die staat die hondhawing
van wet en orde is,

Stelling 5: In sy skeppingsdaad
et in sy verlossi IIFH]ETGFEI‘I-I!EH
God dat Hy besorg is sowel oor
die menslike gemeenskap as oor die
lewe en lotgevalle van elke enkeling.
Hieraan is die inlrinsicke waarde
wat die Christen aan die gemeenskap
en san die waardigheid van clke m-
dividu heg. 1e da

Vertolking: Hierdie wvoorstelling
veronderstel dat Christus elke enke-
lng verlos of wil verlos — "n wyd-
u:r-_rprrlﬂf dog nietemin n!:-kutl:tmt.
dwaling in stryd met sowel die Dord-
tse Loerredls as met die Skrif self.

Stelling 8: In gehoorsaantheid
asn God kan geen Christen 'n poli-
ticke beleid ondersteun wat gebaseer
is op 'n konsekwnt gedwonge skei-
ding van die burgers van dieselfde
Jand en o oaregverdige diskriminasic
tussen hulle in die ll‘ll:;rer: :-rkeum
ning van regle rond van Kieur,
r&s.gg I:fu j - alleen nie.
Die mens se sondige icldmg:b en
verdelingsdrang druis lynreg in teen
die versoeningsboodskap van die
Byhel.

Kanmﬂmaur Gut]u Woord eis juis

Ldigkriminasie” grond van ras,
gmlug en veral p;u diens.

BEN ENGELBRECHT
Gods Woord leer "n gedwonge skei-

ding van rasse en nasies en

dienste sonder hulle toestemming. Nie
Cod se toestemming nie, maar die
humanistiese toest van die
mens o 8y sogenaamd vrye wil” is
hier vir :ht Manifes deurslaggewend.

Gods Woord leer dat God die ge-
lowiges van die wéreldlinge skei, en
dic skape van die bokke, maar die
Manifes oordeel dat hierdie H'i'bEEEE
~diskriminasie en skeiding” "n ,.=0n-
dige drang”’ s — oet omdat dit tyn-
reg indruis teen sy eie boodskap van
die algemene versoening.

"udhnp; 2: In (gdmnr-mﬁmd aan
Hiristen 'n politieke

hrlﬂd muleun wal klrarblyklik
prakties onuitvoerbaar is en wat daar-
om op n valse sanspraak, dw.s n

verkragting van die wunrh:r:L herus
[ 1 [

Kommentaar: Hiermee word be-
doel die moeilik-toepashare beleid
van gebiedskeiding tussen wit en
swart, Alleen die toekoms sal leer of
dit prakties uitvoerbaar is of nie —
maar inlussen is dic Manifes se Ne-
gende Steling besig om die Negende

le portree, want die Manifes
mag nie valse getuienis teen sy naaste
spreek nie — ook nie wanneer die
naaste n politicke parly of partye is
wat aparte ontwikkeling voorstaan
nie!

Stelling 10: In gehoorsaantheid aan
God kan geen Christen 'n politicke
beleid ondersteun wat vir sy
sing in die prakiyk onverm
openlike of bedekte onreg lmr
teenoor enige md:rndu of

klurH\khkdmmurdjp!mdm
enige landsburger aantas, krenk of
skaad, moet vir die Christen in sy
geheel verwerplik wees.

Kemmentaar: Ons sou graag hier
wil verneem of die Manifes == apstel-
lers meen dat die . .menswaardigheid
van enige landsburgers” aangetas
word wanneer ‘n moordensar fer
dood veroardeel wn“ﬂj‘ wanneer n
opstandige groep studente vasgevat
word, wanneer Kommuniste verbied
word om onderwysers en advokate te
word of wanneer die Here Sélf 1al-
lose sondaars in die ewige verderf
werp !

Stelling 11: In gehoorsaamheid
aan God kan geen Christen 'n poli-
ticke beleid ondersteun wat in sy
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wese op fsug berus en die
censydige bevordering van seksionele

helange beoog nie. So 'n beleid moet
anvermydelik gepaard %un met die
beoefening van gevoelloosheid en
hiefdeloosheid en moet gevolglik in-
druis teen die liefdrswet wat Chrisius
aan sy volgelinge gegee het,

Kommentaur: Hier hlyk dit dat die

Manifes  altruistiese  selfverloénin
vaarstann, terwyl die Woord van
aan die ander kant die ware selllicfde
eis,
Stelling 12: Dit is die Christen se
dure plig en verantwoordelikheid om
die beleid van elke politieke party in
Suid-Afrika deeglik te ondersoek en
hom van die praktiese implikasies
daarvan te vergewis. Hierin moet hy
alle politicke uitsprake en beleidsnig-
lings toels aan die waarheid van God,
Die stemprrestizds Chrisen moe
daateen wask dat hy hom nie laat
meevoer lot o terugval op beslissinge
wal up persoonlike of groepselfsug
berus mie, Sy verantwoordelikheid
word des tegroter in 'n politicke
samelewing waar, prakties gesproke,
die lede yvan die sentrale parlement
deur ‘o klein minderheid burgers ver-
kies word.

Die Christen se deelname gan die
politick moet, 0p stuk van sake, be-
paal word deur sy onmontkombare ver-
antwoordelikheid teenoor God en =y
naasie.

Kommentaar: Met ander woorde,
die Christen mag nie lerugval tof n
konserwatiewe politicke pany nie,
manr hy mag alleen vooruilgryp na
‘N progressiewe party -— n party
waar nog God nﬁl,:_;l ristus nog die
Bybel in sy beleidsverklaring mag
mrespreek.

GEREFORMEERD
Fk moet my lesers om verskoning

vra vir ‘hierdie uitvoerige leenoor-
mekaarstelling van die stellings van
die Christelike Manifes en dr. Lee
<« kommentsar daarop. Dit is inder-
daad ‘n peesielike martelmg en in die
grond van die saak 'n tydverkwisting,
Op so ‘n afgrondelike diepteviak is
geen sinvolle gedagtewisseling meer
moontlik nie. EK sien dus daarvan
af om dr. Lec te probeer antwoord
e valeturn et die opmecking dat
ek, as mede-opsateller en mede-onder-
tekenanr van hisrdie Manifes, elke
woord daarvan onderskryl, en wel
omdat dit in ooreenstemming is met
wal ;-k &3 g;:reiurmurdn Christen
glo, En ek wil arrogant genmoeg wees
om die ganse lefrskare van gerefor-

meerdes van dr. Lee se soort uit te
daag om my, as lidmaat van die Ned.
Geref, Kerk, mie by wyse van skeld-
brief in [Ne Kerkbode nie, maar op
‘n billike wyse onder verhoor 1e neem
en vanwes my hartgrondige verwer-
J:ing van die soort gerelormeerder-
wid en my onderskrywing van elke
woord van die Christelike Manifes,
ann die hand van die Skrl en die
wongereformeerderheid” te probeer
gereformeerde  belydenisskrifte  aan
skuldig vind, Ek wil selfs 20 ver gaan
om te 3¢ dat, as dit wat dr. Lee hier
a5 gereflormeerd” verkondig, inder-
daad deur die Ned. Geref, Kerk as ge-
reformeerd beskou word, ons die
Here emstiz moet bid om ons van
hierdie . gerefarmeerdheid” te verlos
en tot Christus en sy evangelie te be-
keer, D.w.s. as dit as . gereformeerd”
beskou word dat daar uit die Skrif
afgelees moet word dat God mie be-
sorg is 00k por die enkeling in die
pemeenskap nie; dat Jesus slegs 'n
versoening is vir .ons” sondes en nie
Jir ik vin ie-bede wield. ok dat
dit 'n kettery is om die evangelie so
te verkondig of dat dit onmoontlik
is om die evangelie so 1o verkondig
sonder om te verval in die keltery
van die ,algemene versoening'; dat
Gods Woord diskriminasie op grond
van ras eis; dat wit Gen. 11:1.9 die
bybelse gebod afgelees kan word vir
‘n Jkonsekwente gedwonge skeiding
van die burgers van dieselfde land en
n onregverdize diskriminasie tussen
hulle . . .7 ; dat dit 'n oortreding van
die negende gebod is om, nadat die
Nasionale Party 22 jaar lank aan be-
wind was, kategorics te verklagr dat
sy beleid van ..regverdige” rasse-
apartheid prakties onuitvoerbaar is:
dot die Skrif nie slirpistiese selfver-
loéning leer nie, muar ,,die ware self-
liefde eis; ens.. ens.

Dr. Lee se Kerkbode-briel werp ek
fiermee dus wat my betref, in die
snippermandjie van ongereformeerde
onaangename herinnering 0
"n tipicse voorbeeld & van dic manier
wasrop enige vorm wvan outentick
Christelike getuienis in icke aan-
geleenthede in oms tans — en
vir baie jare al — mishandel word.

Die Christelike gotuienis moét
die hnl;ﬁﬂ van apartheid, soos in
ans o r e MGegepas, veraor-
decl. Die keuse l& {msan:lir hlanke
nasionalisticse ideologie en die evan:
gelie van Christus, Niks kan ‘n mens
so grondig daarvan portuig as wan-
neer jy dit sell ‘n keer waug om van-
uit die Christelike geloofl waarait jy
lewe, kritiek uit te spreck teen die

iek van die dag nie. Dan word
!f::l vir jou nnrwﬂrlﬁur duidelik day
jv hier met 1wee here te doen het
ih enn Hi wat ab=oloat witsluilend
leenoor mekaar staan, Daar 35 geen
ooreenslemming tussen die Jesus van
wie die Skrifte ons leer en dic apan-
ficidsgod en heiland nie, n Volstrek
anti-evangeliese interpretasie van die
Christelike evangelie, gesanksionesr
deur ‘n Chrstelike kerk, is vir die
apartheidsideclogie nodig om sy
lnaste band met die Christelikheid te
behou, nl. die kwalifikasie ,Christe.
k™

kk #ou nooit ontdek het soe boos
hierdie ideologie in =y wese is as hier-
die offer mie van my gevra word in
dir naam van Suid Alrika nie. Daar-
om is daar m ‘o politicke verkiesing
vir my =0 oneindig veel op die spel.
My stem vir die Masionale P"arty sou
vir my neerkom op n verfofning van
Christus, nee, meer nog: 'n Stem leen
Christus. As ek daarom nog enige
revoel van vaderlandsliefde oorgehou
hnt. durl ek my vaderland nie aan 'n
vreemde heer help uitverkoop deur
vir 'n party le stem wat die ideologie
van apartheid as heilsvisioen aan
die volk voorhou nie — en deste min-
der wiar anti-evangelicse elemente
ten dienste van hirnﬁe idealogie met
n beroep op God as heilswaarhede
verabsaluteer word.

Enkele reaksies op die Christelike
Manifes, waarvan die van dr. Lee die
tiperendste nitdrukking is van wat in
die huidige politieke en geestelikekdi-
maat in ons land as egChristelik be
skon word. bet my in hivrdie oortui.
ging weer eens gesterk. Apartheid,
veral ook soos vanuit kerklike kringe
pesanksioneer, vra pertinent van my
om te glo dat ‘n konsekwente ge-
dwonge skeiding van burgers van die-

selfde land en 'n onregverdige diskri-
{Vervolg op bi. 11)
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MOEDSWILLIGE MISVERSTAND

— ——

Nabetragting ocor nog 'n Lunteren-Sinode

Luntmphlgﬂ'n:l: du'uﬂmwmdhﬁumhsmvfn

umuduuinllgmdl:

'n waas van misverstand. Nederlandse en
Sinode-samekoms gebeur het en wat daar bereik is,

daar tydens die onlangse

uid-Afrikaanse vertolkinge van wat

verskil, soos in 1968 na die G.E.S., hemelsbreed van mekaar. En al gevolgtrek-
king waartoe 'n mens kan geraak, is dat, by alle brocderlike welwillendheid en

merkwaardige omstandighede vervorsaak is mie, dog meer a5 net 'n tikie
zlllnwwu

meeswilligheid — nie op "n onvermoe nie, maar op 'n
verstaan — berus.

Die omstandighede was natuurlik,
up hulsell genome, dramatios genoeg,

Ampielik was dit ‘n vergadering
van die Generale Synode van die
Nederlandse Gereformeerde Kerke —
wal die Christelike Ingtitoot van
Suider-Afrika finansicel ondersteun
en wic 3 amplelike deputste na die
GLES. van 1968 hulle eenpang ge
skaar het agter die destvdse sg. . Min-
derheidsrapport” van pl'l[.] Verkuyi
ea (waarkragtens die Suoid-Afrn-
kaanze apartheidsbeleid, by mame, as
onbybels en onchristelik veroorderl
18},

Az amptelik vitgenodigde gaste uil
Suid-Afrika was daar teenwoordig
dr. J. 8. Gﬂ'ﬂw,dt J. D. Vorster en
prof. F. namens die
invicedry thh.ul‘r! Nederdoitze
ﬁ-—rrfﬂrmrrrdc- Kerk in Sond-Adnka
twal die Chnistelik Instituut in 1966
formeel verwerp het as | dwaalrig-
ting .1 prof. W, J. Soijman nAmens
die {;rrr'furmgl;&esﬁrﬂc van’ Smid-
Afrika en ds, . Mtoane, mode-
ratgr vib die Nedivdnirse E::Li
mﬁ“td'r KrrL in Afriks (Bantoel:

“Optalléhd 'vir ‘th-r el wWas ﬂ:r
Vi IItLH Ii:fhﬂ"rﬂghnﬂ van !ll'l!l'!.‘ i erikiele
verteenwoordiger van “8iF N.G, Ses-
dingkegly "\I-ir] Afrika, fhlewgling)
in wie se geledere die apanheidsbe-
leid met-sv gewrazkier Grovpsgebiede.
wel eri Werkreservaringswet juis op
die sombilk besiz is om die ernstige
offis e veroorsaak, Was dit omdat
eeen  Afgevanrdigde van  die NG,
Sendingkerk  werklik  mwer vertrou

kon word om, in die forum en voor
sulke kritiese of en ore, nug die | blye
h{uniskﬂp van ricsoortige anlwik:
keling™ te verkondig en te verdedig
nie?

Want didrom het dic hele same-

wu,,.menpolitmlnw,mmuhu:k-
manne,™ T

BE_AHESTELI.MEE

Teenwdaridig” was!iook! 'n
skaar Nederlandse toeskouers uit alle
belang=telhngsvelde. ‘5 goedpenrgani-
sperde  groep Swid-Alrikaanse so.
dente om steun & verleen aan die
suid<Alrkagnsae  afvaardiging. ver-
teemwoordigers van aktivistiese Ned-
erfandse jeugproepe soos SyNOOD-
kreet, Werkgroep Begeleiding GOS en
Kairoa, en ook, nie-amptelik, 'n ens
kile verternwoordiger van die Chns-
telike Institunt. van Syider-Afrika.
dirnswillig die wwe.

As pas was, byna onopgemerk. te
midde van al die spanningsvolle

wodersydsa . frontopstedlinge, natuur-
hk ook teenwonrdiz ds. Jackson Phiri
nainens die NG, Kerk in Zambié
\Reformod: Church in Zambia) war,
Iuiﬁnal n. nlh'ﬂule Ept-r_wkhrurt asn
hom tegesiaan, 'n vurige oprosp om

BRUCKNER DE VILLIERS — — ———

hestryding van  die apartheidsideo-
logie in Suid-Afrika gedoen het en
wal met die grootste stelligheid be-
weeT het dat die Kerk van Christus
hom mort inmeng in die rassepoli-
tiek indiem hy nog die sout van die
aarde en die lig van die wéreld wil
by . i
Die vernaamste onderwerp ter be-
— vandaar dan ook die
buitengewone lling deur bui-
testaanders en die krioelende koerant-,
radio- en televisiemanne — was na-
tuurlik, scos by die G.E.S. van 1968,
dic omstrede rassekwessie. Maar hier-
die slag sou dic aandag veral op die
Suid-Afrikaanse rasscsitmasic tocge-
spits word. Vandaar die teenwoordig-
heid van die vername Said-Alrikaanse
gasie.

Aanleiding tot die hele debat was
n uitvoerige werslag opgestel deur
die destydze alvaardigmg van die
Nederlundse Gerelormeerde Kerke na
die GES, van 1968, Ongelukkig
word in dié verslag ook die hrenk
tussen die N.G. Kerk en die Christe-
like Instituut feithik as anderafdeling
van dir rassekwessie b-d'tandb-l_. sodat
4I|l onvermydelik was dat ook die

(..l in die i:le.hli ter sprake sau E-J?E
Hierdeur is dic sandag gedeeltel
algelenk van die ﬁmrnl'f probjeerg
1 het 'n r*lrrprut van fﬂe;mt:hphehf

Erﬂrl.uj;l in die wrri’gtiligr-' wal af-

ek gedoen het aan die uingens
]lunpﬂtmmﬂe Peil’ van 'die hele be-

*prﬂts

War die sassekwessic. sall betref.
het. die debat agter op heel voorspel
bare wyze verloop, Een na dic andec,
wnos n 2ombere prosessie lede van
n Griekse Agapedickger. het  die
Nederlandse kerkmanne — Wouters.
Mulder, Van. den . Berg, (Van  der
Woude. Van der Veen, Varkoyl — op
die: been gehom om, eenpatg) en
conder. witsandering, hul bekommer-
nis wil le apreck oor die situasic ip
suid-Afrika en oor die Afriksanse-
Hollawdse kerke se vreemde swye ten
aansien. van ilie onregte wal voort-
sloei wit die hecrsende Suid-Afri-
kaanse landsbakid, Soos onbeilspel:
lende trommelsian, het dio veroordes
lipge van rassediskrimingsie een np
din ander opgeklink — alles natuus-
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lik in ‘n gees van opregte broederlik-
heid; maar tog onmisverstaanbaar
doidelik, voomwonde, onverbiddelik.

aparthesdsbeleid en sy gevolge nie. As
ﬁuilﬂi;_i.huhﬁhq-
kerklike, sin) uitgespreck is, het
wﬁ 4 %
uitgespreek; die kerk in
Hollandse kerke in Suid-Afrika.

Dog ook die resksie was voorspel-
baar: 'n krampagtige en dikwels
A van die
. leid deur die
afgevaardigdes uit Suid-Afrika, bleek
n wrrwr.!:; ns aanhoor van die fel-
beid en die eenparigheid van die
Nederlandse Feccuse. Van hulle het
prol. Snijman van dic Geref, Kerk
waarskynlik die beste indruk gemaak
vanwed die waardigheid wasrop hy
sy sank gestel het en sy minstens
verstagnbare behoudendheid en kon-
serwalisme, wal veral weerklank ge-
vind het by die :l‘f:rubdigd: ouder-
linge by die sinode, wat merendeels
bejaarde pensiornarisse was

Ds. Ntoane het gekom met 'n jetwat
ongeloofwaardige versekering nan die
sinode dat sy mense” oor die a
meen heeltemal teveede is met die
apartheidsbeleid, en met die ou argu-
ment — wat later geblyk het die enig-
ste werklik nog sinvolle argument van
die Suid-Afrikaanse afvasrdiging te
wees — dat die Suid-Afnkaanse
sesituasie vesl meer preseerd
was at wat uit Nederlandse veralge-
mening* gekonkludeer kon word, dat
daar veral tyd nodig was om die be-
leid wan afsonderlike omwikkeling
tot volle ontplosiing te last kom en
dat die staat en die kerk in Suid-
Afrka hiesdie tyd gegun moes word
deur Nederland en die Nederlandse
Cereformeerde Kerke.

APOLOGIA

Die lankverwagte apelogia van die
eintlike kampvegters vir die apart-
heidsheleid, tewens vir die amptelike
standpunt van die invioedryke N.G,
Kerk, was minder oortuigend. Toege
gee dat hulle, na die . Ver-
oordeling van die kant van die Neder-
l.nb;-n, lr'“ alle kante moes keer en
op alle fronte moes verdedig, was
die beste waartoe hulle in staat was
'n los en onsamehangende reeks teen-
argumente, wilde beweringe en onver.
antwoordelike beskuldiginge, veral

wal betref die Christelike Instituut.

De. Vorster het beweer dat dit
Nederland in sy bloeityd was wa
apartheid by ons in Smid-Afrika in-
gevoer het, dat die C.I., volgens sy
vreemide ﬁuwmﬂ, besig wns om geld
wal ten behoewe van die Unafhank-
like Bantoekerke in Nederland inge-
samel s, vir ander docleindes te ge
brusk en dat die direkteur van die
C.). 'n immorele mens is omdat hy
toclaat dat hy nog ..dominee™ genoem
word. Dr. Gericke het indrukwek-
kende verwysings gemaask na wal
duar alles vir die Bantoe in Suid-
Afrika gedoen word en et met groot
stelligheid beweer dat 729 van die
totale begm.;j:! van die N.G. Kerk
isiel aan die Sending pewy word
en nie-pofitikus, het, soos by die
G.ES. zekom met 'n lang betoog na
aanleiding van die Toring van Bahel
en Hd. 17:26 om uit die Skrif te
bewys dat die pluriformiteitsbe.
ginsel” die enigste gesonde gromdslag
vir :Liir m;:ﬂljl:r m; is—'n
uitgedien aparthei logie wat
menige Nederlandse tmlmguﬂenm
monds dog hoorbaar laat mompel het
van misnoes.

En so het dit dic hele lange dag
lank voortgegaan tot laat in die aand.
‘n Hele annial wat pok

Dr. Gericke ¢n ds. Ntoane het vir
'n tweede masl gepraat. So ook dr.
Verster, me! 'n vurige sanval op
die Christelike Institout — "n aanval

rond op .gegewens  wat ander
f;!umh:_ gebring is, dog wat poaoit
bevestig is deur die amptelike inlig-
tingsdiens van die C.I, nie.

CHRISTELIKE INSTITUUT

Juis omdat sy insinnasies en be
skuldigings so fel was, is ¢k — na
heelwat misverstand vooraf, dog uit-
eindelik met verlof van die Saoid-
Afrikasnse _gaste™ — die geleent-
heid gegun om, namens die C.1., die
sinode toe te spreek. Ek het dr.
Vorster sy oningeligtheid op essensi-
¢le punte verwyl, ‘n paar wanvoor-
stellings reggestel, dog daarna alge-
stap van die Cl-kwessie en 'n beeld
probeer skilder van die dilemma
wasrin die NG, Kerk, my kerk, hom
bevind. Ek het o.a. beweer dat die
Koninkryk van God in Suid-Afrika in
"n krisis verkeer.

Hieroor het de. Vorster hom
vererg en in sy rteplick op my
toespraak ,onder provokasie™ beweer

dat die Koninkryk van God nouliks
ten beste gedien word deur manne
S Namdé en Brockner de
Villiers. Vandsar het die debat ge
daal tot die peil van persoonlikhede
en persoonlike verdagpmakinge, 'n
argumentum ad hominem.

Onsteltenis, verhbystering en ver
verslaenheid onder die sinodegangers.
[Vie diplomatiese moderator van die
Smode, dr. P. G. Kunst, verdaag die
vergadering tydelik met 'n gebed om
broederlike begrip uit die stoel, Eers-
teklas drama.

Konsternasie tydens die pouse.
Manne wat ek nog glad nie ontmoet
2::1 nie j: lLElSuI -Alrikaanse stu-

te — kom betuig hulle spyt teen-
OOr my 00r wﬂmplgﬁurhﬂ-
Dok dr. Gericke, wat my verseker dat

hy persoonlik al hééveel tou:mdﬂ'ulf

3 ot die direkteur van die
Cl, E Nandé, pemask het, Vir my
is dit heeltemal iets nuuts,

Groot onderlinge bewoénheid. Ek
trops hom daarmee dat daar tog 'n
baba uit die barensnood gebore mag
word, Het ek sy verlof om 'n ronde-
tafel-byernkoms tussen verteenwoor-
digers van die C1. en die N.G. Kerk
te reel? Nie alleen sy verlof nie: hy
versock my daartoe.

Kosrantmanne onmiddellik by:
wat het gebeur, wat het gebeur? Die
volgende dag, 'n berig in die dag:
blad Troww: . Dr, Gericke nodigde
dr. Bruckner de Villiers zelfs uit om
een onlmoeling le organiseren tussen
voorzanstaande mensen uit het Chris-
telijk Instituut en de Nederduils Ge
reformeerde Kerk™, en die dag daar-
na: .Maar zelfs uit die pijnlijke be-
spreking van het Christelijk Institout
is jet3 poeds geboren, in zoverre dat
het wil voorkomen dat nu de weg
is geopend voor een gesprek tussen
fiet Chr, Instituut en de leiders van
die H.ﬂﬁbﬁrr:; YVan ht’ﬂdi;&fﬁ t
neein ale sinodegangers, a
afgevaardigdes uit Suid-Afrika, ken-

die Sinode verskoning aangehied vir
die wyse waarop hy hom vantevore
tydens die debat te buite gegaan het.

(Vervolg op Madsy 17)
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VERMANING UIT NEDERLAND

Die amptelike brief ' van die Generale
Synode van die MNederlondse Gere-
kaoanse EKerke met wie hulle skokel:

.Die Generale Sinode van die Gerelor-
meerde Kerke in Nederlond het tydens sy sit-
tingsperiods van Maar! 1970 die algevaardig.
des van u kerk ontvang en met hulle in kleiner
ea groter kring gespreek oor die soke wat u
kerke en ons s'n doarloe gedring het om me-
kaar te onitmoet en broederlik aan te spreek.

JIn dis volle bewussyn van ons verbonden-
heid met u kerke in Suid-Alnka hel ons ons
gerocepe beskou om ons tot u te wend met be-
trekking fot die verhouding von die rosse in
u lond.

Omdat die Generale Sinode wil bly uitgoan
van die goeie trou waarmee u in die lig van
die Heilige Skril ‘n oplossing wil soek vir die
veelvuldige probleme van die rassesituasie in
u land, kom ons met vrymoedigheid tot u met
die stelling dat die Heilige Skril na ons oor-
tuiging van die kerk ‘n ander houding eis ten
opsigte van die rasseproblematiek dan dié wat
ons in die besluite en die praktyk vam u kerke
meen le verneem,

..Die Generale Sinode hel die verwagting uit-
gespreek dat die besluite van die Gerslor-
meerde Ekumeniesse Smode insake die rosse-
verhoudinge cok deur u sal convoar en yolgens
word.

.Das verbondenheid in Christus met u kerke
gee ons die vrymoedigheid om aan u fe
skryl en t= pleit vir 'n sodanige bestudering en
beluistering van die Heilige Skril dat gewaak
word teen elke dingerende invioed wat sosiale,
politiecke en ander omstandighede op u en ons
denlre wil nitoefen. Ons wil u vra of die sirewe
na selfbehoud en die verdediging vom die eie
met die eise van die Heilige Skrif en die gsosiale
geregtigheid wat daarin gebied word, gerym
kan word, Die Generale Synode spreek die

hoop uit dat u in die lewe van kerk, staat en
meaatskappy die konsekwensies van dié gereq.
tigheid blymoedig en in vertroue ap Gods be-
lofte gal trek.

.Lie Generale Sinode hel dit hoog op prys
gestel dat u agevaardigdes tot ons corgekom
hel om deur n oatmoeting sonder voorbehoude
goeie bande van gemeenskap te soek en weer
te bevestig. Hy vertrou dat hierdie e=rsta ont-
moeting nie veriore mag gaan nie maar in vol-
gende besprekinge bewaar en versierk sal
word.

3005 ens geluister hel na u vermaning tol
ons gerig in verband met vroe insake Skrif en
belydenis, so kom ons tot u met die boodskap
wat in hierdie briel vervat is, Ons hoop dat die
krag daarvan nie alleen sal bly deurwerk in
die gemeenskap tussen u en ons ksrke nie,
mear ook in u ele kring bekendgemaak en ge-
soek aal word, In gesprekke op ons Sinode het
ons gehoor en in ons hart bewagar dat u alge-
vaardigdes verklaar het dat hulle die deur
ope hou vir die gesprek met die Christelike
Instituut, Omdat hy gewsldige baie in ons land
die begeerte leel dat die brug van u kerke
begaanbaaor gemauk word. bring die sinode
higrdie verionge met vrymoedigheid tot u oor.

.. Wees verssker van die opregle gesindheid
waarin hierdie brief namens die Generale Si.
node aan u kerkvergadering en aon die lede
van u kerke geskryl is, mel s00s ons nie sal
nalaat om u broederlike raod in ag te neem

nie.

e God van alle genade zeen u en u kerke
by die lees en corweging van hierdie bood.
skap wat ons, gedronge deur die liefde van
Christus wat verbind, aan u stuur.”
iy Vortaal uit dle Nederlands, Kurelvering van die vertaler.
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Fools or Angels ?

The African
moments in their
and 2 deep
facts, figures, of

ly by
Mﬂ'ﬂ:ﬂh;dthﬁ.[nﬂlm-ﬂm Yet, the mark of the White man’s
uﬂmﬂmmﬂhﬂtﬁ:ﬁhmlnhuﬂﬂﬂlﬂhnhﬂluﬂdln&ﬂ

e o o Danie van zyf

Field for rescarch for an academic degree. All this is good and commendable, vet it bears the mark of the outsider. And
so this article, too, must inevitably bear the same mark.

The African Independent Churches
as a movemen! dates back 1o the last
decade of the nineteenth century.
Since then the numencal growth ol
the movemen! both in terms of
churches and members has been im-
pressive. At the last census, 227 ol
the African population hrhmgn‘l to
approximately 2000 Independent
Lhmrehes

This growth took place in apite of
some severe diadvantages and prob.
lems, (Although some disadvantages
may turn out to be their present
strong points |,

DISADVANTAGES

The African Independent Churches
have in the main functioned in isola-
tion from the mission churches, and
have attracted the poorer people as
members. These churches had to make
do without the financial aid or back-
ing of a mother church or mission
society and without the wealthier
members of Alfrican Society.

A second disadvantage was that
the majority of churches failed to
ipualily as recognised churches. This
napally meant that the church could
have no marriage olficers, its minpis-
ters could not qualilv for Railway
Concessions and it could get no sites
in urban areas for the erection of
church buildings.

A third disadvantage was the con-
tinual fragmentation of the churches.
This fragmentation was due to vari-
ous factors, among them l:-:Irr!fhip
disputes, mismanagement of church
funds, mabadministration, and lack of
sell-discipline.

A founth disadvantage was the in-
shility af must churches to found and
Emance training cenlres for future
ministers. Some churches made ases
of the training facilities of smmaller
misstonary churches, often of Pente-
eostal perswasion. In view of subse-
quent staterments in this article that
mission churches were in the main
niconcerned about the Independent
Cliureh movement, 1 would like to
say that many churches have bene-
fited gtr.*ﬂnlly from the service ren-
dered by these training institutions

who have been willing to open their
doors to ministers of the Independent
Churches. % et these ingnotions alone
failed to meet adequately the need of
the Afnican Independent Churches as
a whole. We can say that most mimi=
ters in the [Independent Churches
have had no [ormal thevlogical, bibli-
cal or pastoral training a1 al, while
many of them have had very lintle
formal mhucation of any kind.

A filth disadvantage has been the
solation in which the churches have
had te work. Missionary churches
have tended to regard the Indejend-
el Chiurches as synoratistic and sub-
earistion, Most mission churches give
very little attention to the lndepend-
enl Churches, and wlere antention
wns piven at all, it was because the
Independent Churelies were regarded
as dungerons competitors hampering
the proclamation of the true and pure
gospel, There are some noteworthy
exeeplions, namely  the  Anglican
Churell whiel has nurtured the Order
of Ethiopia in its boxom, and the
hiterdeneminational African Minis-
ters Association of S A, (IDAMASA,
formerly TIAMA) in which indivi-
dual Independent Church ministers
can have l‘:-ﬂuh ship with their black

[ellow munisters,
EDUCATION

leaders  of  the Independent
Cliurches have been aware of their
own problems, but have not always
bern able to lind wavs and means
of solving them, One particular bar-
rier seemed to be the matter of edu-
i=xl il L} i “‘]'l rIeYeEr ﬂ.FI’II}f‘_t]ﬂ“ Wis
made [or UChurch recognition (until
19%6 when church recognition was
abolished i, or when mimsters apply
for marriage olficer’s licences, or
when churches apply for stes. the
same question appears: “What theo-
logical education has the minister
had?” and “What lacilities for theo-
logical training does the Church
offer?”

Sending men to Rible Schools run
by Mission groups did not always
meet the church’s need. Too often
men pever returned (o a amall, fin-

ancially Insecu e, In denl
Church, but jomned the church spon-
soring the Pible School. At other

times young men came home (o chal-
].En,_ﬂ'_t the Hi.'-hup for ir_:arlrnlhlp of
the group. A Hishop so challenzed
was not hikely to send another l'ir'r'!'ﬁt
voung man to receive “edocation .

When the Rev. C. F. B. Naudé of
the Christian Institute was faced with
a delegation of church leaders in 1964

veyed the field in vain to find an ex-
isting body, or group of churches to
whom these leaders could be referred.
Finally the Christian Institute ac-
cepted the responsibility of seeking
Financial aid to cnable these leaders to
investigate the needs of the churches
and if pecessary to form themselves
into an association. Such an Associa-
tion was to attempt to meet the exist-
ing needs of the Churches, and in
particular the need for theological
training. The association formed in
June 1965 was called the African In-
dependent  Churches'  Association,
commonly known as AICA.

Since that time the work has pro-
pressed, bu! no! without ®= own
problems. During this period the
Christian Institute also had to face
the onslaught of the mighty Duich
Reformed Church. In the Johannes
burg area members of the Chrstian
Institute who were alss members of
the NG, Kerk. had 10 face chll‘ﬁ"‘ﬂ'
brought against them. And Ds. Nico
van Loggerenberz. in  particular,
played an important part in pressing
charges agninst them.

it was with some surprise thar 1
read in the Tronsvaler of the 16th
Mareh, 1970 that a group of Inde-
pe -ndemt Churches had  decided fo

“break away from the Christion In-
stitite” and thar, with the help of
Ds. Nieo van  Loggerenberg, this
eroup would start its own Independ-
ent Church organisation. It seems
that “break away (rom the Christian
Inatitute” is to be read as “disas-
sociating from the help given by the
Christian Institute”, as no chureh can

{ Contivued o page £5)
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Development In Development —wx cornm

The March issue of the South African Outlook has devoted most of its space to the very

tion on Ecumenical Assistance for

renx, Switzerland. This consultation is only one in a

World Consulta-

important
organised by the World Council of Churches and held in Mont-

the churches understanding of development has shown a marked development.

The accelerating eomeern of the
churches hus been cloarest in the last
decade, known as the Development
Decade. First Pope John's two social
encychicals: Water & Magistra and
Pacem in Terris: then the importam
Church and Society Conference ol
the World Council of Churches in
Geneva in 1966: the erection of the
Commission for Justice and Peace by
'ope Paul in 1967 followed by his
encyelical Progressio populorum; the
erection of the joimt WCC/RC Com-
millee Un Sociely, l]r'.-::lu?nmﬂ and
Peace (SODEPAX) and its Confer-
rmﬂ'mﬁlﬂﬁn—u ration for De-
v t b in Beirul in 1968;
then the fourth Assembly of the
World Council of Churches in Lpp-
sala in 1968 ; followed by the Consul-
tation by the Secretariat for Develop-
ment Fducation of WCC in Geneva in
1969; SODEPAX’s Conference om
the Challenge of Development in
Montreal in 1969: and now the
World Council's Consullation in
Montreux in 1970.

In South Africa we have a policy
of separate development. The policy

< o ﬂnrlnpmﬂ'.ﬂ unless =eparate,
but 25 lLady Jack=on, the Bntsh
CCOnonLs rved when she was

here last voar there should be more
development  and  less  separation,
Still the word ‘development” 1s nlmost
in our title deeds. Bt may be well to
look at what the word means by these
international organs, discover why it
15 regarded as important and what

we can learn from the discussions.

WHAT THE WORD MEANS

It took the economie crisis of 1928
1932 1o make the dominant indus-
trialised countries Ffirst to realise
that their economies were closely
intertwined with the less-industrial-
ised countries and thal the absence
of development in these countries
was inevitably detrimental to their
own expansion. This lack of indos-
tnahisation snd moderpisation soon
became the concern of economists.

With the emergence of the Third
World on the world-sceme they all
too easily became labelled as the
underdeveloped  or -:{n":rulnjﬂng na-
tions a3 opposed to the developed

nations  of  Europe and North
America, Here a developed country
was seen as one with a high Gross
MNational Product and a developmg
country one with a Jow Gross
National Product. Develo aid
was thal quality of md that would
assist the .;limrhp[ng country o im-
prove and maintain a viable econ-
omiec growth mite.

But already thinking was chunging
and groups like the Eeonomie et
Humanisme group in France were
dissatisfied with economic growth be
ing the measurement for develop-
ment. Their concern was with man's
development as well. Hence not only
to have more, bt to be more.

Beirut

Then came the realisation that the
Development Precade had not realised
expectations, The Beirmt conference
stated : “from 4 Christian perspective,
the underlying purpose of fﬁﬂﬂp
ment is 1o free man for the fuller use
af his God-given creative powers.
Such development aims at higher
l>vels of consumption, both material
and cultural, more evenly distributed,
and at a continuing further mnise,
eventoally sustainable on the basis of
u country’s own savings, It requires
atlitudes of elficiency and openness
to social and technical innovation, a
mure efficient agriculture and growth
in manulasturing industries and ser-
vices. It aims at expansion of educa-
ton and eulural activities,
for full human development as well
as for economic expansion. It is ac-
eompanied by social imtegration, r=
-lm:::i class and other "i":;u I
spr opportunities a fuller
life to more and more nflfo:.r‘r.c penple,
especially in rural arcas”

Moentreal

Montreal took it a step further
and pul the debate into a m
rich/poor or powerful/ .
Becan<e humanisation and hberation
is the purpose of development it saw
u necessary confromtation of the pow-
erful by the powerless since the lat-
ter are still being dominated by the
former, But secing that Hberty is the
purpose of liberation the conlerence

ing concern of churches for development and is one in which

saw # neeessary confrontation of
both by the insights of the Gospel's
commitment for a more just and
human order. Aid was thereflore o
belp further the concept of a world-
wide communily and collective re-
sponsibility [or development.

Monitreux

At Montreux this development was
ogain conlivmed largely s a result
of the remarkable contribution of
Prolessor S, L, Parmar, reader in
economics ol Allahabad University,
India. In Febroary this year the
Executive Committee of the W.C.C.
defined development as the process
by which both persons and societies
come to realise the full potential of
human life in a context of social jus-
tice, with an emphasis on self-relr.
nee; economic growth heing seen as
one of the means for carrying for
ward this process.

It follows that if social as well as
economic eriteria are employed, in
the understanding of develo
then all countries are underdeveloped,
because even the most affluent coun-
Ines have the poor, the unemployed,
poliution in the cities and the like.
And because there iz a mutuality in
the process of development and an in-
ter-dependence between nations the
whole world is underdeveloped. Con-
sequently development is the voeation
of all and & transformmtion is re-
quired in all political, idsological.
social and economic sysiems,

Montreux saw social justice as the
essential context for development
within the imerdependence and soli-
darity of the human family, “This
concept of social justice.” wrote Pro-
fessor Parmar, “is not based on en-
lightened sell-interest of dominant
groups, but on the basic right of all
people 1o equality and human dig-
nity.

WHY DEVELOPMENT?

Christian theology is divided in its
undersanding of a theology of de-
velopment because it iz divided in its
understanding of a thealogy of the
warkd, Tt is divided in its understand-
Mg of a thm!ug of the world be-

(Continued on page 14)
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{ Vervolp van bladsy 2)

dit s ook besig om die Afrikaanse
Kerke stadig maar seker te dwing om
met 'n groter eerlikheid en openheid
as wat tot dusver die peval was, ver-
antwoording te doen oor die Christen
se standpunt t.o.v. ons huidige beleid
van apartheid (of selfstandige ontwik-
keling ). Want in sy wese gaan die hele
geskil tnssen Vorster en Hertzog oor
die rassevraagstuk en die Afrikaner se
houding daarteenoor en hoewel die
oorgrote meerderheid van Afrikaanse
Kerklidmate wat Nationaal-gesind is
(N.P. sowel as HIN.P.) dit miskien
nog nie besel nie, 18 God besig om in
hierdie tyd ons hele Afrikanervolk te
toets aan hierdie een maatstaf: hoe
verantwoord jy jou politicke sienswyse

mripaﬂheﬂmdrehgmdleﬁhﬁ"

Tot dusver hret die N.G, Kerk dit
nog onlwyk om emipe duidelike ant-
woord op die vraug te gee. Sewentig
kerkleiers, teoloé, geestelikes en
Christenlidmate  het onlangs haulle
antwoord gebied in th-r, Christelike
verkmsmgﬁmﬂmfﬂa — "n manifes wat
summier en met verwagling verwerp
is deur leiers van die NG, Kerk.
Mzar God slaap nie: wat hierdie
manne weier om as Christelike uit-
daging en vermaning le aanvaar om-
dat dit dan sogenaamd wan Links™
kom, gaan cen van die dae baie
gou — as uitdaging en onontwyk-
bare toets van ,,rege” kom. Die N.H.
Kerk het in hierdie stryd om rasse
gereghigheid al lankal gekies — en
deur sy keuse die pad vir die stig
g van die Herstigle Nasionale
Paity voorberei. Die N.G;, Kerk hink
nos op lwee gedagtes omdat in sy
hoesan die twee hotsende sienswyses
nog albei gﬂhﬁrhrrg en verberg word.
Daarvan is een van die beste bewyse
die feit dat twee opeenvolgende re-
dakteurs van Die Kerkbode die een
na rega (Dr. A. P. Treurnicht na
[foofstad) en die ander na die verste
regs (Dr. W, Lubbe na Die Afri-
kaner] beweeg het. Alhei beroep
hulle wp hulle Calyinistiese egtheid
en gereformeerdheid ter stawing en
unde.r.-atﬁuni.ng van hulle pi}']itir.k!:
sieninge. Tussen hierdie twee sie-
ninge sal die N.G. Kerk wroedr of
later mort kies, Tuzzen hierdie twee
sieminge word die lidmate van die
Afrikuanse Kerke wat kiesers is, ge-
vra of gedwing om op 22 April te
kies, As die Afrikaanse Kerke getrou
was in onveordelike gehoorsaamheid
aan die lig van Gods Woord, sou
hulle hulle lidmate moes opgeroep
het om by albel hierdie valse aan-
aprake van .eg Calvinistiese en ge-

{Vervalg op bladsy 1)

A Crisis of Conscience
Rhodesian Bishops

In June last year, before the Rhodesian Referendum, Church leaders ad-
dressed a message and appeal to the Christian people of Rhodesia in which they
said: “The Christian faith involves a concern for every human relationship. This
includes the relationship created by life together within one political body under
one povernment. We cannot thercfore agree with those who say that Christianity
has nothing to do with pelitics, A country which professes to uphold and defend
Christian principles must always be willing to let its political life be examined
and judged in the light of God’s will.”

In the same month the Live Catholic Bishops of Rhodesia also issued a
pastoral message entitled “A Call to Christians”, The Bishops issued on 17th
March another urgent pastoral message which we print in full. The sitoation in
Rhodesia is so similar to that of South Africa that we think it a message equally
applicable to us in South Africa as we face a general election and a similar crisis
of conscience.

Before the Heferendum last June, we spoke to you in a brief Pastoral
Message entitled. “A Call to Christians™, about possible dangers to the Church
and her mission, contained in the proposals {or a new Constitution for Rho-
desta. Our worst fears scem now to have been realised : laws have heen passed
which have precipitated a most serious erisis for the Chureh in this country,
Fucther legislation of a similay charaeter is contemglated, 2 Tt iz ous duty to
inform you of this crisis, to tell you how you are or may be involved in it. and
to ask you [or your assistance in averting the dangers consequent on it.

The crisis we speak of is a matter of concern for all Christians. It is in a
special zense the affair of the laity, “fellow-workers for the truth™ (3 John 8),
who have the duty 1o penetrate and perfect with the spirit of the Gospel the
world in which they live. 2

What has happened is this: new legislation is bringing 1o a close the
honourable and [ruitful tradition of understanding amd co-eperation which has
hitherto existed between Church and State in Rhodesia. Hencelforth, the Church
shall merely be tolerated and may be permitted to exercise her mizsion only
within such limits as Govermment Ministers see fit to determine, * The liberty
of the Church to move freely among the people has been set aside in principle,
and the missionary who is sent to teach all nations may henceforth exercise his
apostolic function on sufferance only, where and when and for as long as he
i5s issued by the State with a permit to do 50,5

The right to freedom of association for the purpose of worship of Almaghty
God aceording 1o one's conscience has, as & principle, also been set aside, and
people of one race or eolour may be forbidden to frequent the ehurches of
their faith outside their own prescribed racial areas. © It may well be that we
shall also be denied, in violation of our conscience. rhe right to educate in
our schools whomzoever we will. We may even be forced by regulation to refusze
hospital beds to anyone not of the race approved in that area. # Priests and
nuns and teaching brothers may have to be segregated in their communities

according to their racial orgins, ® The whole [uture of the Church in Ithodesia
is thus at stake.

This iz your problem as well as ours; your conscience ought to be as much
burdened 4 our own; your oblizgation to confess Christ before men as clear-cut
as your bishaps'. As Christians, none of us can be indifferont; we cannol accep
all this and say or do nothing in reply. When the first apostles were mmmanrfed
by the civil authority to be silent and no Hrngl‘r to preach and teach in the
name of }E;bi_l‘l they had in conscience to answer: “We must obey God rather
than men” (Acts 5, 29). We. your Bishops, c.l.ulnut do gther than they: for your
part neither can you, Discrimingtory laws have now been enacted which are
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contrary to Chnstian faith. This we cannot accept. They touch the very central
leaching of our faith, the Incamation. Our Divine Lord in becoming man
bound the whole buman race to Himself as a family through a supernatural
solidarity, and chose to identify Himself with men that He takes as done to
Himself, in hurt or in love, whatever we do to our [ellow-men, even the Jeast.

For this reason, “the ground is removed from any theory or practice which
leads to a distinction between men or peoples in the matter of human dignity
and the rights which How from it. Consequently, the Church rejects as foreign
to the mind of Christ any discrimimation against men or harassment of them
because of their race, colour, condition of life or religion.” * This is the teach-
ing of the Church, assembled in the Second Vatican Council. This is what
conscience compels us to practise,

Let us make our position shsolutely clear: When we speak of the Church’s
mission o permeatle and elevale society, there is no question of our entering
into the field of politics. This s not our intention. What we are saying #s that
the whole community is to be renewed through Christ's command of love,
“which is the basic law of human perfection and hence of the world's trans-
[ormation.” '@

The Church is not committed to any particular form of government or to
any political party, Her greatest desire is that in her mission of service and
reconeiliation, in pursuit of the welfare of all, she may be able to develop herself
freely under any kind of government. which grants recognition to the hasic
rights of person and family, and 1o the demands of the common good. "

This fundamental freedom is now endangered. (hur liberty to perform our
mission of service to all sections of the community and to carry oul our work
of reconciliation has been grieviously restricted. Like the first apostles, we are
now compelled to declare: “We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 529),
We cannot in conscience and will not in practice accept any limitation of our
[reedom to deal with all people, irrespective of race, a= members of the one
human family, as our brothers in Christ, and in the spirit demanded by Him
who said: “By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another” (John 13, 35).

{ Constitubion Act, Na. 54 of 1960: Land Tenure Act, Nu. 55 of 1060
* Property Owners' Rill,
3 Second Vatican Council: Decree on the Apostalute of the Laty, paragraph s
4 Land Tenure Act Na 55 of 100g: sections 11, 23 and 72
s Thelem: sections 11, 15, 17, 1% 20, 22, 24 20, 31, 13, M4 and 36
& Thidem: sections 3, 11, 34 and 38
7 lbidem: zechions 17, 10 31 and 13
® lhidem: sechions &0, 1S5 17, MOy 230, 24 20, 35, 33 and 34
* Second Vatican Council, Dechration on the Relationship of the Chorch to Non-
Christian Religions, paragraph 3
w Second Vatican Council, Pasiorsl Constitution on the Church in the Modern
World, paragraph 33
" Ihidem: Paragraph 42,

(Vervolg van bladsy 10) die verdecldheid — en word
reformeerde”™  politicke standpunie  so die grond voorberei vir 'n totalitére
verby te stap en hulle steun te gee  grsagstaat waarin dic blanke se poli-
aan die Bvbelse standpunte van  ticke regte ermstig bedreig gaan word
dic Christelike Verkiesingsmanifes.  en die nie-blanke se verontregte peosi-
Maar omdat hulle dit nie doen nie, sic nog verder vererger gaan word.
gann duisende idmate van alle kerke  Daarom die dringende, emnstige be-
in Suid-Afrika die verkiesing tege-  roep op elke Christen wat as kieser
moet met 'n verdeelde gees, 'n ver- op 22 na die stembus gaan: laat

warde gemoed, en 'n verdwaalde ge-
voel wat net tot skade kan strek van
Gods Koninkryk., En voordat ons nie
onbevrees die Bybelse standpunt oor
Kerk en staat, Christen en politick
verkondig en bevestig deur woord en
daad nie, sal dic verwarring toencem,

profetiese stem wat die pad aandui
na *n i waarin daar

(Vervolg van M. 4)
minasie tussen hulle in die arbitrére
erkenning van regte op van
kleur, ras. godsdiens of geslag alleen,
goed en vol die wil van God is —
ul moet gelf in sy laaste oordeel
dan ook dien as voorbeeld van hoe
daar in ons landspolitiek gediskri.
neer moet word; dit vra pertinent
van my om my of te sluit vir wat
klaar soos die daglig is, nl. dat 'n
pulilid-cdtnn "m.pll‘thﬂ-ﬂ , Om van
regverdige rasse-apartheid” nie eens
te praat nie. in ons land prakties on-
uitvoerbaar is; dit vra inent van
my om as goed te aanvaar dal die
waardigheid van vele landsburgers
vanweeé die pogings om hierdie be-
leid in die praktyk toe te pas,
tas, gekrenk en geskaad word; dit
vra pertinent van my om te glo dat
daar ‘n bybelse gebod van selfliede is
wat groepsellsug en die eensydige be-
vordering van seksionele belange in
die poliiek 'n goddelike vereiste
mazk. Met een woord: dit vra per
linent van my om te glo in 'n evan-
srli: wal geen evangelie is mie, wat
ie evangelie van Christus op basiese
punte presies in sy teendeel omkeer.

Hoe enige Christen tot so 'n offer
bereid kan wees, is vir my nie duide-
lik nie. Ek beslis nie, al moet ek my
wgereformeerdheid” vir goed teen
hierdie weiering inruil. Dan staan ek
nog liewer as 'n Jheiden” bekend.
Want liewer "n ,apartheidsheiden™
mét Christus as "n ,gereformecrde™
apartheidsgelowige sénder Christus.

Maar dan rus daar nog op die on-
gereformeerde I|Durﬂ1eidd:ﬁdm n
dure verpligting, Die liefde vir Chris-
fus en vir umndgmm eis dit van
ons. Die opstellers van die Christe-
like Verkiesingmanifes het iets van
hierdie verpligting probeer uitvoer,
(Jns kan ten minsle darem nog ons
getuienis laat hoor. Minder as dit

ons mie doen nie. U, leser, is
dit aan u medekicser verskuldig om
hom te herinner aan wal vanjaar
weer in werklikheid van hom by die
stemnbus verwag word, aan wal die
keuse in werklikheid is waarvoor hy
gestel word. Hierdie verkies: i-
fes was "'n poging om u daarin ﬁulp-
saam te wees en 1 kan self daarvan
gebruik maak om mede-Christens, tot
wie dit nog nie deurgedring het waar-
nor dit werklik goan nie, se oé danr-
voor te probeer oopmank. Met die
brief van dr. Lee aan Die Kerkbode
van 11 Maart 1970, kan u dit illus-
trecr.
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For some years and particularly recently there have been disturhing reports about the removal and resettlement of
Africans in the name of Apartheid; particularly so-called “Black Spots™ removals. Glimpses of arbitrary expropriation, con-
Fusion, discomfort, inadequate facilities, official callousness, starvation and insufficient avenues of employment have come
through in reports on places such as Charlestown, Limehill, Stinkwater, Morsgat and Kuruman.

It has been officially announced that such removals were taking place, indeed the government regularly announces
with pride that Apartheid s succeeding and that “Black Spots™ are rapidly disappearing. Consequently the question arose
tn:e how such removal was taking place and under what conditions, and to what places people are moved, and the conditions

re,

Father Cosmas Desmond, one of those who were involved in the exposure of the Limehill removal, decided to find
put. After travelling over 20,000 miles and speaking to hundreds of people he has produced a startling book describing
many removals. And, he suspects, there are many more.

The contents of the book, entitled “Discarded People™, are stunning in their description of removals and the indif-
ferent, often callous, conditions under which are removed. The book is sometimes difficult to read; sometimes
because of the shock of actually reading of an incident or removal, but also because of necessary repetition. As each
removal is described, the same wearying, dreary and upsetting picture emerges — a hoge chess game, with 15 million
Africans made pawns.

If the book makes the reader question the morality of apartheid and shudder at the inhumanities practised in its
name, does it not force the reader 10 consider how much more inhuman the players of apartheid are made by the game? It
also, by down-to-earth comment, exposes the myth of apartheid in that there s obviously no provision of “equalness™ in
its application. Two emerging facts are of special interest.

First, that Africans suffer restriction in their own “homelands™ as they do in “White Areas”. Their movement is
curtailed, as are their rights to freedom of speech and land ownership.,

Secondly, that resettlement of these people has resulted in their by and large being situated Further from sources
of employment, and therefore more Alricans are becoming migrant Iabourers, and being forced into the migrant labour
system, which has been roundly condemned.

Father Desmond makes no large claims for his book. Although he does quote from reliable official sources it is
simply an account of what he has seen. He explains that an approach was made to the Bantu Affairs Department so that
a preper study could be made, and that permission was first granted conditionally (in that all material was to be sub-
mitted to the De before publication) and subsequently even this permission was withdrawn. It poes without
saying that for the truth of the contents of Father Desmond'’s book to be effectively repudiated, the government must allow
independent and Iree scientific investigation to take place.

Father Desmond has pioneered the way to a greater concern for those affected by this aspect of the Apartheid
:&Im plan, I:E is encouraging to see churchmen taking an active role in this, but the book begs the question of what future
on i to taken.

. iﬁﬂhﬂ;lﬂ you may gain more of an idea of the book, the Preface to it, written by Nadine Gordimer, is here repro-

Father Cosmas Desmond ques-
tioned whether he was the best quali-
fied person to undertake the research
for and write this book, and 1 hegan
by asking mysel whether 1 was in
any way qualified o write u foreward
to it. We were both wrong; as ati-
rens of South Africa the subjeet is
T n'::npunsihility, and as human be-
ings it iz our concern. L, reading his
hiuok, you question yonr rm‘hl. and re-
sponsibility to judge the facts set out
before you, remember thar the same
n;!pries to you.

'HI know well enough to eat when
vou're hungry, don’t you? To elose
the doors and turn on the healer

witet vou re cold ¥ To clivose a place
tor five at o renl your can a F[u}nli‘, i
a tranzpurl roule conventent Lo your

imterests? — That s all the expertize
needed 1o judge the reasonable neesds
ol any fn.llluh luwman |:|Emg Forgel
aghout his colour or “what he was
used 1075 he hungers, thirsts, and
mnst work for his living just as you
do, It Is too easy for us o shelter
behind the analvses of the behavi-
oural sciences, that serves to ration-
alise the Americans “hamlet™ system
in Viet Nam as the “restrocturing of
zaciely rather than the waging ol
war, and the cryplo-bebavioural
theory of apartheid that rationalises
arbitrary rescttlement in South Al-
vica on the premise thar affinity of
skin eolout and race overrides all
othier luman needs. Our separate de-
velopment  planners have explained
al  length  why  communities  are

moved. This book sets ou dispassion-
ately to give that information; after
reading it, | do not think there could
be any reader who does not find him-
self turning back to the planners with
his own question, asking why
why shionld people have 1o live like
this in a prosperous  country at
peace? Is there any aim or gain that
conrld be worth it?

THE DESIGN — GRAND?

Yeo whatever clse the separate de-
H't']npmf.'nl vesettlement scheme lacks

— aml what a forlorn and Jdesert
reality, recorded, dnithe! pages. that
follow, iz thag substineepf. it loghs
sonnding copceph sz 6 does ot Jnek
upelogiats odlipse are notionly posgple
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commilted to the Grand Design of
apartheid, but alse those avowed to
White Leadership with Justice, and
even some who think of themselves
as the new Hard-edge liberals as dis
tinetl from those who obsoletely refuse
to bring their focus down to enlighi-
ehed sell.interest, The Grand Design
apologists’ argument requires an acl
nE faith that, once one has read this
book if never before, becomes a blas-
themy — no fwman being can be-
Iinva that it could be God's will that
the white man's way ol life be se
cured apart at the price of these
Morsgats, Mnxeshas and Weenens.
(Mther apologists base themselves on
secular ground. and in the case of
the Ha liberals, are more and
more inclined 1o invoke historical and
even a-political precedents for the
uprooting of communities. Dodging
ut among the centuries and coun-
fries it is true thalt one may prove
that South Africa is not the only or
the first country in the world 1o lift
people out of I;tl‘il' homes and jobs
and dump them elsewhere. 1 have
heard quoted as roughly analogous
to the South African practice, the
trealment of Irish lubourers in Eng-
band in the 19th Century, and con-
lemporary atlempts to resettle de
pupulated areas in Southern Italy.

EAST OF HOMELANDS

In particular, the term decentralisa-
tion has a sober ring of necessity and
impartiality about it; but it smply
cannol be invoked with honesty o
accuracy to define a policy of remov-
uls first and last by the colour of the
communities in question mather than
their density, Its logie falls down com-

letely when the community is moved
Frnm a place where people had em-
ployment to another where no em-

lovment exisiz, 1f precedents of one
t‘lmi and another will serve Lo justify
the deliherate bringing about of con-
ditions of life described in Father
Desmond’s account, 1 offer one of my
own: “ . . . Families were ordered
1o move just before the sowing sea-
son, making it impossible for them
to plant any seeds that year, while
athers were o to move just be-
fore the harvest. Many farm houses
seem to have been destroyed before

reparations had been made for the

rmners  relocation. . . . We issue
small subsidy funds and severe orders
telling them to move to a designated
logation by such and such a date and
that this 1= the last order, But it is
ton miserable o watch the [armers

destroving their accustomed houses,
and to see innocent babies wrapped
i rags and smiling on carts that are
carryving the household goods away.
A few davs ago a girl ol sixieen or
sevenioen made me weep by commg
to my office . . . and kneeling down
([h) hl‘K me o re her house. She
said, ‘Do we really bave 1o tear down
our house . . ¥ She had walked a
long way to town, thinking, ‘1f |
isked the councillor, something could
he done.” Watching the hony back of
the little girl who was quietly led out
by the office boy, | closed my eves
and told mysell, “You will go 10
hell” ... The programme was
forced through mercilessly, inbu-
manely, withoul emotion. . . , these
hamlets were builk with . . . tears
and sweat.”

A Bantu Affairs artmen! offi-
cial ing? A Father Desmond?
A missionary ¥ Some com onate
person  distributing  blankets and
medicine 1o a Limehill? None of
these. The passage comes [rom the
Secret Report of the Office of In-
formation of the Government of Man-
chukuo, April 1939, and the official
in charge of removals who told him-
self “You will go to hell” waz a
Japanese,

MANIPULATING THE
POWERLESS

Yes, it has been done belore, if
perhaps never on the same scale, and
certamly never for 1!;;* sole reason
of putting a distance ] PEE‘
of upnuw Ein colour and another. But
what does precedence prove? That
in the second nichest eountry in AF
rica. in the seventh decade of the
20th Centurv, choosing to manipulate
the lives of a voteless and powerless
indigenous majority in aceordance
with a theary of colour preference,
we are reproducing the living condi-
tions of 19th Century FEuropean
famine victims allowed to r
under sulferance in another country;
the conditions of an indigenous Far
Eastern population under foreign in-
ﬂdmIE?ﬂy vears ago? That in a
world with a vast refugee problem
dill onsolved from the last world
war and the lesser ones that have
suceeeded it. we, who have never sul-
fered the destruction of our own soil
and eities, have created encampments
of people tiving like the homeless re-
fugees of Palestine, Binfra and Viet
Nam.

| do not understand the comfort
and release [rom guilt 1o be found in

putting other peoples’ sufferings —
those of our fellow South Alncans,
and others, even further vut of sight
— on the scale and finding a balance,
For all white South Afrnicans — from
the Grand Design a ists, in what-
ever order you think just. down
through the upholders of White Lead-
ership with Justice, the Hard- and
Solt-edge liberals, the label-less mass,
andd certainly not excluding mysell
and not even excluding Father Des.
mond and the groups of ehurchmen
and private citizens who have done
so much to bring succour 1o the vie-
tims of resettlement — it is surely
only posdible 1o say of these victims:
“It is en that they show us what
we have made of them for us lo
realise what we have made of our-
selves.” | Jean-Paul Sartre).

BREAD AND LATRINE
ISSUE

The physical conditions of life
described in this book are such an
appalling desolation that one is almost
unable to think beyond bread and
latrines, That is to say, the sense of
urgency one feels on behalf of people
whose struggle for existence has been
reduced to a search for wood to make
a lire, a bucket of clean water to
drink, 20 cents to pay a busfare to
clinic, is inclined 1o set the mind
sulely on ameliorating such unthink-
able concrete hardships. Nothing
seems (o matter bim that people
should be quickly fed, housed, given
the opportunity to work. Indeed it

is this distress of re b
about from time 1o m“e }

book was published. by newspaper
accounts of resettlement conditions
in the few areas that eame lo open
attention, that has led the public of
Jobmnnesburg — for example — to
do what has become known as “apen-
ing its heart” to pour forth from the
cornucopia of white plenty, blankets,
food, medicine, to warm, feed and
tend the tent-and-hovel hlack “towns™,
One can only be thankiul, in the
name of common humanity, that they
ﬂu so. But. in the name of common
umamity, how do people manage to
close their minds 10 the lfﬂlm!
of the resettlement policy while at the
same lime “ ing their hearts™ to
its callous anmﬂli:h resulis ?
Setting aside reflections on the
morality of charity in the comtext of
South Africa, the pageby-page ac-
eount of the lack of basie physical
necessities in village after village,
( Continued on page 17)
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cause it is divided in its understand-
ing of a theology of the incarnahom.

Were development to mean only
siving the necessities of life, there
would be no problem. For the Lord
eayve his commandment to love one
another and his injunction to feed
the hungry and water the thi.ﬁ"f'
And after all, aid Lo ensure a viable
economic growth rate, is just this
on an extended scale.

But given our wider definition of
development, what are the runla“nf
any theolegy of dﬂﬂlﬂpn.tent? In
the beginning God created”. He cre-
qted man and his world, In the first
sccount of creation he gave man the
charge to conquer the earth. In the
second account of creation he settled
man in the garden to cultivate it and
1o take care of il. And God saw that
this was good. Man is to be lord of
the earth under the Lordship of God,
Man thus stands over afamst nature
in the same way as God stands over
against man. God names man and
gives him meaning. Man pames
things and gives them meaning. No
limits are set on man's dominion
over mnature other than usurpa-
tion of ultimate power. Nature which
‘s made available to man's creativit
is not something given once for all
but a process capable of develop-

ments

Man is responsible to use his
stewardship of mature to make pos:
sible @ fuller human life for all man-
kind. In this way he regains his ori-
sinal God-given destiny ff_-rq'whn:h
Christ died and has risen. For re
demption also concerns nature in that
the redeemer acts to bring creation
into its still hidden destiny, the new
creation. According to Romans 8:20,
man has a priestly function towards
the whole of nature.

INCARNATIONAL THEOLOGY

The incarnation of the Word reveals
anew that what God looked on and
saw as good remains good, even
under man's primordial fall, arud
man's task of transforming this world
and shaping it to kis uses is likewise
confirmed. For Christ took unto him-
self the whole of our humanity and
thereby sanctified soul, body, sense,
and the extension of man inlo space
and time, It is the totality of pature
that received (Col. 1:5) sanctification

through the saviour's humanily, cru-
cified and risen. Jesus developed that
humanity in himself to its fullest po-
temtialities. It was in and ﬂlmulg,‘h his
own personal history of Bethlehem,
{ralilee, and Jerusalem that Christ ae-
complished his salvific task.

This therefore is the sign to us thal
all properly human development in
all its dimenstons i1s a thing of God;
man is destined to be more fully man.
And insofar as having more is neces
sary to bring more, material progress
is good. It 38 good, too, because it i=
or can be a manifestation of that spe-
cificity of man as image Dei, which
is to be spirit, free, responsible; and
ereative. The incarnation, in a word,
confirms man s vocation to co-operate
in (zod's ereativity.

It must in rthis light appear an
aberration to think of this world as
a place of exile or something to be
bypassed as far as possible, as only
a plice in which to work ot our
final destiny as if it were of no sig-
nificance in izelf. Surely 1t would be
a false reading of Scripture to see
in the command to feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, and shelter the roof-
less (Mt 25:31) merely testa by
which a [inal determination of sheep
and goats might be effected. Quite
the eontrary, these works of social
service are required because God
wanls a world in which men kive in
decency and reasonable comfort,

Salvation, then, is explicitly tied
to developing this world, This should
come as no surprise: Isaish, Amos,
and other Old Testament prophets
consistently tied “knowing " and
receiving his “kindness” to the doing
of the works of justice. In this respect
the New Testament only confirms the
(Md: the humanization of hfe has
religious value in itself, for the com-
mand to feed the hungry is eategori-
cal and unconditional. The task com-
manded is nothing short of providing
for the world’s present population
and the billions yet to come. This will
demand the creation of the social,
economic, and political structures of
society needed to accomplish this vast
task. Our love, in a word, must be
creative charity. If we are admon-
ished here that the works of charity
are efficacious for salvation only as
grounded in Christ and not erected
aimply on man’s potential of freedom,
we freely acknowledge this. If we are

reminded further that Christ will
waork his own final transformation,
we can only agree. Nevertheless, it
remins true, first, that the works of
charity are man’s; second, that, as
John the Evangelist assures us,
Christ's final renewal of thiz world
has its anticipation in the temporal
UILIET.

SOME IMPLICATIONS
FOR THE CHURCHES

If the Chureh in reality sees its
function asz serviee to the world, while
living in the world and not apari
from it fa euntes docetes and not 8
funga mundi) then the [ollowing are

aomme of the implicaliuna:

(i) the Church as an organ of in-
stitutionalised oriticism should at all
times offer a clear critique of poli
cies, of structures, of what iz done
and what is not done in the secular
sphere

i1i) the Chureh should re-examine
the basic objectives of 118 own pro-
grammes and hudgets in the light ol
the urgent tasks of mation-building in
developing countries, It should re-
view these in order to ascertain
whether they promote fundamental
social justice or are only marginal
palliatives, A recent survey by Dr,
Richard Dickenson concluded that
most are in fact troditionalist, i.e.
zchools and hospitals without any
new pioneering work

{iil}) in its own programmes and
projects the Church should imple-
ment the following principles:

(a) human development; enabling
both persons and societies to realise
the Iull potential of human life in
social justice, self-reliance and eco-
nomic growth

(b} provision for comprehensive
programmes and for specific projects
seen in the perspective of national
and regional needs

(e) distribution of power with
shared diviston making

(iv) the Church should initrate a
sysiematic investigation into the atti-
tudes of 1ts pmpﬁtﬂ towards develop-

ment, and towards the peoples and
problems of the Third Wor d

(v} churches should contribute not
less than 2% of their total income
towards development projects and
programmes, This amount should be
over and above the amount spent on
mission and other programmes.



April 15 Apeil

PRO VERITATE

15

{ Continued from page 8)
be a member of the Chnstian Insti-
tute, which is an orzanisation of in-
dividual Christians.

Four days after the original report
in the Transvaler another report ap-
peared in the same papor in which
it was intimaled that the “secessi-
onists” from AICA (] presume seces.
sionists, although the general secre.
tary of AICA had to date of writing
received no letlers of resignation or
withdrawal of churches from AICA)
may get help from the N.G. Kerk.

In the light of such possible ex-
panzion of this work, | thought it
useful to ask and answer some ques-
lians:

QUESTIONS

Is there room for more than one
organisation 10 work in a field of this
nature?

L'p o now 308 churches have
joined AICA. We know that in 1960
there were 2200 churches and many
guesses have been made about pre.
sent numbers, 308 out of 2200 is
clear enough evidence that the field
is not adequately covered, lpr:muming
that all 2200 churches feel the same
need for some form of theological
training. But there are other reasons
also why this work may require addi-
tional agencies. Churches differ
greatly in theological arienmtion and
may ii[h-r in their political outlook.
Furthermore, work of this nature
needs large [inancial subsidies and
additional agencies can make a wel.
coma contribution.

Dut ngencies working in this field
must be elear on some other points
as well

ti) The history of the African ln-
dependent Churches has been one of
fragmentation. | wonder whether
there is an Independemt Church
which has not either bad a secession
in its own ranks or did not itself
secede from another group. The fac
lors causing [ragmentation are many
and varied, and 1 have mentioned
some already. Mizsions are not with-
out blame either. The example set in
Alrica in missionary endeavour was
that of a divided and fragmenied
chorch, each fragment trying to make
it clear why it was proclaming the
true Christian faith.

When wark like that of AICA s
started no one should sssume that
suddenly all the rivalries, jealousies,
hatreds or whatever, will have disap-

;wrri Working regether often
wings old enemies face 1o face, hos-
tile groups which had partially re-
solved their anlagonism by parting
and staying well parted. Coming to-
ﬁt‘.‘lhﬂ not only renews old rivalries
ut focusses them in new power
siruggles. No group will benefit if
new agencies enter this work as sup-
poriers of one rival group against
another. And God forbid that l.l‘l'z
White agency should enter this wo
because their ukimate aim is to hit
at another White group.

be exiremely careful not to bring the
diui:imuq;fdumﬁuﬁnm into the
already  fragmented Independent
Churches. In this situation where frag-
mentation is one of the main prob-
lems, a witness of reconciliation is

Agencies giving help to the Afn-
can Independent Churches should
have a very clear understanding of
their objectives and how they wish
b attain those objectives. Such under-
standing can only come, so it seems
to me, if the asgencies co-operate
closely in planning. share all infor-
mation and mutually trust each other.
Agency rivalry will be the greatest
disservice vet rendered to the African

Independent Churches.

(it} There is another point which
I consider of t importance for
any agency working in this field. The
Alrican Independent Churches have
been able 10 develop independently
of the hismorical mission churches.
Agencies entering this field come in
as service agencies, serving Christ by
serving the Alfrican Independent
(hn Agencies should not try to
direct or contral the work. This con-
trol and direction can sometimes be
exercized almost unwittingly by eon-
trolling and directing the finances,
Agencies should even beware of that
subtle danger. True, in theory this
is easy 1o say, in practice it becomes
u nightmare of disciptine — and what
discipkine has not at times become
momentarily lax. Yet | believe this
matter to be of paramount import-
ance for the following reasons:

(a) The Christian faith is not bound
to one cultural framework or
even conceptual structure. Too
often in South Africa a Christian
convert has also had to become
a "“Westerner”, at least when
living up to expected behaviour,

In the Independent Churches
there has been an opportunity
for the Christian faith to find
expression in forms other than
those of White European culture.
(This is not denying the faet
that no African in South Africg
remains unaffected or uninflu.
enced by the White man's cul-
ture). This opportunity 1o de-
velop new unorthodox forms of
expression should mot be hin-
dered.

The 1ask of an agency should be
1o serve the African lnﬂm:n. t
Churches, not 1o make m
more like the mission churches;
and it should never aim at bring-

ing them back into the [old of
the Mission Charch,

There is much that the White
churches and the mission
churches can learn from the AL
rican Independent Churches. We
should not despise the unsoptns-
tication that often accompanies
their form of worship, [%uld
the Independent Churches be
forced back into our particular
furms of expressing our faith, we

of the Historical Churches may
also lose), '

(b} My second resson for be
eving that an agency should
come in as servant, and nol mas-
ter, is that in the African Inde
mdenl Churches Africans have

nd  avenues for X eroising
their own initiative and leader.
ship. This should not be taken
from them. An ageney's task is
to bring “know-how™ to leaders,
but without taking away their
;:l'h'h"ﬁ. or hmi.uimile their

dership ities. An agenc
should mqlri: churches lm!i
their leaders to make their own
decisions concerning their work,
not to make decisions for them.

It seems to me that work of this
kind should keep all these factors in
mind and should operate within their
framework.

PITFALLS

Finally, | would like to discuss
briefly some of the problems involved
in this work, It may heip others to
be aware of the pitfalls and possibly
belp  them to  avoid unnecessary
troubles,
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. One ol the greatest problems we

have lrad 1o face has been the
problem of the exercising ol
power. AICA has become more
than a programme for theological
training. To those who have be-
come deeply involved in the work
of AICA it has also become an
avenme throngh which status and
recognition can be achieved in
African and South African So.
ciety, Together with status and
recognition goes the opportumty
10 hold power in a wider sphere
than one's particular church.

To be true man is to bave “status”
and to hold “power”. That means,
to be recognised as someone im-
portant and 1o be given the ap-
portunity to exercise his abilities,

There i no denying that many of
the activities at AICA confer-
ences have centered around “sta-
ws’ and “power”. rather than
around the immediate needs of
chiurches as they appeared on the
agenda papers. In a gamble for
status and power there are always
the winners, bul unfortunately
also the losers.

P, ., Lloyd makes o remark in
his book “Alrica in  Social
Change™ that aptly expresses the
reaclions of some AICA leaders.

He writes:

“The man who fails to achieve
his aspirations aMributes his
lack of success to the hostility,
overt or coverl, of his near
kin, This artitude is displayed
today when young men who
do not  pass  examinalions
ascribe their failure to the
plots  of jealous relatives
rather than to their own lack
of ability.” (p. 45).

Democracy has the unique abality
of making those out of power feel
that, “pext time round”, the tables
may be turmed. AICA has tried
hard to be democratic in elections
to ensure that leaders do not des-
pair about their chances in future
clections.  Whether AICA  has
achieved this iz not clear. That
some have sought help from Ds.
Nico van Loggerenberg seems to
imply that they have despaired —
but will backing them solve the

problem  brought about by a
sirmpgle for =tatus and power?

WHAT LEVEL?

2. Another problem we face is how

o meel the needs of the churches
in short enough time so that
churchies do not become discour-
aged, but on a ligh enough level
so that the need is truly met.

It appears that one of the group
plaints  the dissident group
brougit ta Ds. Nco van Logger-
enberg was that the Hrfn".ShET
Courses were nol adequate. We
lrave at Hefresher Courses many
minislers who have had no op-
portunity for formal education
abuve the most elementary sand-
ards. Yet they ore most keen and
very enthusiastic to learn more,
Do we structure our course lor
such as these — and they often
appear to form the majority of
participanis al a course — or

we structure a course lor the few
more highly educated men? Or
should we possibly  separate
courses? -— but that means more

financial aid, — and rhat . . .

. Thirdly we face the problem of

minisiers wanting to become mar.
riage officers. The Government
requires from them a minimum
educational level of Junior Cer-
tificate, It is easy to quicken
hopes in the minds of men with
Standard 2. that they, too, will
one day qualify as a marnage
officer. Dut how, with all the
goodwill in the world, do you
a2sisl a man to fulfil the require-
ments? It i3 so easy in moments
of enthusiasim 1o creale impres-
sions that through some wonder-
ful new formula these things will
be “added unto them”, only lo
have to disillusion them at a next
meeting. Speaking through inter-
preters does not make for better
communication. Careful state-
ments so easily become, in trans-
lation, plorious promises; and
“eglorious promises” not  kept
bring frustration and deep resent-
menl.

CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

. | mentioned earlier that young

men go o lraining institplions

and leave their church, It seemed
good to us that with the estab-
lishment of a theological college
at Alice some form of theological
traning should be made available
o those wlio cannaot go to Cl.'l"l:"gl".*,
due 1o Family or chureh commit-
ment or age. The only possible
means seemed to be through a
Correspondence Course. Would a
Correspondence Course fill the
gap between the younger college
generation and an older genera.
tion in the church? We hoped
that it would at least take the
edge off the tepzion between the
two generations. But how does a
person teach by correspondence
when men barely read and write?
That, too. remains one of the un-
resolved problems in the work,
The partial solution we think may
be found in modern ways of pre-
senting  edocational material to
students. Oar course 15 under way.
the first “workbooks” for corres-
pondence students are at  the
printers, But the full answer, that
remraing to be found.

A Theological Cullege and a Cor-
respondence Course both seem to
be of basic importance, and the
one without the other seems less
effective than the two could be
together.

But what will new agencies in the
field do. Will they each establish
their own eollege and their own
correspondence colrse, or 18 it oo
idealistic 10 hope for [ruitful col-
labaration in such large and ex-
pensive projects?

High ideals and many problems!
That may be the clearest indica-
tion of the need for more people
to serve i this particular Field;
more people with new ideas on
how to tackle the work; new con-
tacts with financial resources to
expand in some areas, more
people with diverse talents, more
people to pray for this work —
all this is greatly needed.
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settlement alter setthement. strikes one
in the bellv. as it were, and leads one
o forpet that there are other needs
te be satishied in order to make life
supportable, After food and shelter
are secured, what then ? Suppose all
the settlements deserilied in this book
— ven those  unimaginable  hall-
worlds, the collections of “surplus
people . “redundant people™, “non.
productive people”: the desperately
‘mlr ageid. the illegitimate children
rom the labour pool warrens of the
towns. the mentally  retarded, dis
carded out of Ve e s way, oul of
the way of life itsell. on the veld —
cupprore all these “closer” and “emer-
gency  and “transit =efilements were
o provade decent housing and reason-
able satisfuetion of the hasie physical
needs of Tife. Suppose. in m[dy'::lhm.
o eeselthement were to be sel up un-
less it were Fiest assared thal it pro-
vided —aceess (o equal i not better
emijilos ment than was available in the
place Trom which any community was
moved. Would remwnals then be ac-
ﬂ'i'rlﬂl'l-lr to the conscience and com-
e, hsmanity of s state that desig-
mates iself Chnstian and democratic
and a guardian of the valuves of West-
ern civilisation ?

THE ANSWER? NO!

I do not think the answer can be
anyvtling b “no”. For even i the
material wellare of these men and
women and ehildren who are being
morvedd ont of the path of the white
man were to be seeured — and how
remole g possihility that is can be
sern i this book Thiey would still
be deprived of something unarguahly
(undamental to the diclared values of
Christiznity. demoeraey . and Western
ewilisation: the right of man over his
omnt person, Those who urze only that
reemios als he “hetter phnﬂrlr. carried
ot “more humanely ™ show 8 preoc-
cupation with man's animal needs
that surely must e termed cvnieal,
coming from sell.appointed guardians
ol civilised valies,

UOnece one has got over the hest
diock of the physical suffering de-
scribed in this book one becomes -
creasingiy aware of cerain signs of
anuther Kind of suffering. There is
an apatiiv. the peeuliar listlessness of
lack of hope shown by many people
in the <ettlements. born of pmlrrrlr'.ﬂ-
ness to change their situation by any
elfort of their own, <inee all decisions
about the civenmstances ol their lives
are made for them. Even their fan-

tasies — “people =aid they had been
told that dogs would be st on them
il they didn't move” are & obvi-
ously bred of the fear and bewilder-
ment of uprooted people who do not
know how their lives and persons will
b disposed of next. Eversy lluman
life, however humble it has heen. has
w o contest meshed of Tamiliar expers-
Frese social relutionships, patlerns
of aetivity in relation to environ.
ment. Call it “home”, il yvou like, To
be transported out of this on a (A,
lorry one moming and put down in

——— e

an uninhabited place 15 to be ashed
to build not onlv vour <helter bul
vour whole life over again, from
scralch.

For the hundred= of thouzands who
are having this experience foreed
wpon them. there i= no appeal.

As for us. the white peaple of
=oith Afriea il vwur lisarts were
ever really to be opened perhaps all
we should find  would lle. graven
there. this comment {rom ane of the
inhabitants of a r1e<ettlement. You
can’t sav no lo & white man.

Vool ran Madry )

Die pracses, dr. Konst, hiet, namens
die Sinode, daarvan kennis geneem.
afgestve van dic verhoog en hom 'n
hartlike handdruk gegee, Alles hoogs
aandomnlik, Alles weer pais en yree—
behalwe dit die Smoide nog nie oor
n aldoende besluit oor die hele ras-
kwessie en die ol van die NG Kerk
geham het nie.

So maklik was dit ook nie: hier
moes waarlik fvn getrap word sonder

[he Sinode het amptelik besloit om
hom vierkuntig te stel agter die des-
tydse CLmeerderheids™ | rapporl van
die GLELS, van 1968 (wal, in sy finale
formulering, ook helangrike elemente
van dic sg.  minderheiderapport” in-
kotporeer! en waarin, velgens die
amptelike Informaticdienst”™ van die
Nederlandses Gerelormerrde Kerke,
—edere vorm van rassendiscrimanatie
en racisme wordt veroordeeld” Die
opshrifl hokant die ampielike berig
omireni die Sinodebeslun lni (rwens
ok, hieel duidelik en heel onmisver-
stpanbaar.  LSYNODE  VEROOR.
DEELT RASSENDISCRIMINATIES

VERMANING

aangetroll

Bekragtiz deur hierdie vermanings-
briel sou die beshuit van die 1968-
G.ES.,, wat nou ook die amptelike
besluit van die Sinode van die Neder-
landse Gereformeerde Kerke geword
het, werklik nie langer gerieflik mis-
verstaan kon word mie.

Weliswaar hiet die formulering van
hierdie listoruwse vermaningshoed,
\wal inderhass die oggend nog deur
de. A, Rravawijh, assessor van die
il plui_ huitert en Iu'“'. Rust-
huzen wpgestel 1=, n mate van kri-
tiek nitzelok vanwiee swak szramma.
tika en lompe bewoording, Gevolghik
et die Sinode heshinl om dit, asl
wire carte blanche, ann die modera-
men our be laat om die finale bewoor.
ding op te stel. Dok het sommige van
die meer konserwatiowe ouderlinge
bedenkinge daaroor gehad dat duar
=0 kaslkop van n _aermaning pe-
praal word: dit sou moontlik die
goeie broederiibe vethoudmg Tussen
die kerke kon skaad. Hulle 1s deur
die praeses dasrmer levrede gestel
dat ,vermaming i die hg van
Shrovderlike advies”  beskou  moes
word.

tum gestel, voor "n

rie langer ontwyk kan word nie.
Wie dit npog wil misverstaan, kan

alleen maar van opperste moedswil.

ligheid beskuldip word,
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