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Inl»iding8ortik#l: 

n 9C ruts v/r C/irr si us 
Op 22 April gaan die nog stemgeregtigde, blanke 

burgers van on* land na die stembus om namens 
hulleself en hul kindars — en tiamens die mil|oene 
nie-blanke. stem lose, medeburgers von oris land, en 
hdlle k.nders — #n kruis te moak op *n stembne! wal 
u l bepaai wi6 ons sentrale landsregenng sal vorm 
en. uitelndelifc. ho6 hulle sal regeer. 

D.e kieser* bet 'n keuse tussen vyf palitieke psr-
tye en hul beginseis en tussen 406 kandidate in 
155 bestrede parlementere setels Hulle is reeds en 
word toenemend oonraJ deur *n magdom politieke 
hsletdsverklaringe en verkiesingsmanifeste in n 
poging om hui keuse te belnvloed en hul stem te 
verawer, Onder hierdie verkiesingsmanifeste ;s daar 
ook een wal ge6n p^rty stsun of verleenwoordig 
me. maar wat eenvoudig bekend staan as die 
Chnstebke Verkesingsmaniies: die sg, „Twaall Stel-
linge vir Oorwegmg deur a!!e Stemregtigde Chris-
teno in die Republiek van Suid-Afrika". 

Hiordie manifes is uitgevaardig deur sewentig 
ieilbare dog bekommerde volgelinge van Jesus van 
Nasaret, die Gakruisigde, en Sy lewensleer: *n leer 
waarvolgens ons ons naaste (hoe pnmitief, anon I-
wikkeld, ondprontwikkeld, veraglellk ook al) moel 
liofhfi soos onsself; ons aan andere (hoe verskillond 
ook al van onsself) moet doon soos ons aan onsseH 
gedaan wil hfi; ons aan die nietigsle van Sy be* 
skermlinge most doen dit wat ons graag aan Chris* 
tus sell sou wou doe'n. 

Dii is Sy leer. Sy eis, Sy oproep tot al Sy volge­
linge. ook tydens die aanstaande verkiesing. 

Volgens d;e mees onlanggs (1968) statistiek is 
daar 3.639.000 Blanke* in ons land van wie die oor-
grote meerderheid. nl 2.468.944. Xhristene", d w i 
belydende volgelinge van d e grootste VolksJeier 
ran aile lye is. die Stigter van die Koninkryk van 
Christus op aarde. 

Van dii 2j auijoen volgelinge. of namens hulle, 
eis Hy. ook tydens die aanstaande verkiesmg. trou. 
Jojaliteit en gehcorsame navolgenskap. Oak tydens 
hierdie verkiesing sal Sy volgelinge — na deeghke 
ondersoek van hul eie ChristeUke verantwoardehk-
he:d — blootgestel word aan n goddehke toets en 
sal van hulle geverg word n duidehke keuse vir 
Christus of t**n Horn. 

Twee-duisend joar getede is daar ock so n toets 
aan mense gestel. Toa het hulle vir Christus 'n kruis 
opgehg en Horn gekraisig. Maar toe. met n pear 
uitsondennge. was hulle nie Sy volgelinge nie en 
hel hulle n»* in Horn geglo nie. Vandag is dit andera 
(of is d;t?). Hier in Suid-Afrika alieen is daar 2J 
miljoen mense wat amptelik en openlik verklaar dot 
hulle in Horn glo. 

En tog stel Hy sy volgelinge weer eena, en ewe 
dringend, op die proef en stel Hy hulle weer eens 
voor 'n keuse: vir Horn ot te6n Horn; Christus ge-
kroon o( gekruisig; *n kruis vir Christus op die stem-
briei ol weer eens 'n Kruis vir Horn opgerig op Gol-
gota. 

Editorial: 

Jx Cross for Ldtrist 
On April 22 the still enfranchised white citizens 

o! our country are going to the polls to make a cross 
on a ballot paper, on behalf ol themselves and their 
childran — and on behalf ol the millions of the non-
whites, voteless, fellow -citizens ot our country and 
their children — to determine who shall constitute 
the central government ol our country and. ultima­
tely, how it shall be governed. 

Th? voters have a choice between five political 
parties end their policies and between 406 candi­
dates in 155 contested parliamentary constitu­
encies They have been and are increasingly being 
swamped by a plenitude of political statements o! 
po*;cy and election manifesto's in an attempt to in­
fluence their choice and capture their votes. Among 
these election manifesto's there is also one which 
supports or represents no party, but which is simply 
known as the Christian Election Manifesto; the so-
called 'Twelve Statements lor the Consideration of 
: 11 Christian Voters in the Republic ol South Africa." 

This manifesto was issued by seventy fallible 
though concerned followers of fosus of Nazareth, 
the Crucified, and Hts doctrirw ol life, a doctrine 
according to which we must love our neighbour 
(however primitive, underdeveloped, despicable) as 
we love ourselves, we must do unto others (how­
ever different from ouraalves) what we would have 
done unto ourselves, wte must do lo the lowliest of 
His protegees what we would gladly do unto Christ 
Himself. 

This is His doctrine. His injunction. His call to all 
His followers, also during the coming election. 

According to tlw most recent (1968) figures, there 
are 3.639.000 Whites in our country of whom the 
vzsl majonty, viz. 2.468.944, are "Christians", i~e. 
confessing followers ol the all*time greatest Leader 
ol His people, the Pounder o! the Kingdom of Christ 
on earth. 

During ti*B coming ejection He demands of these 
2$ million followers, or on behalf of them, faithful­
ness* loyalty and obedience towards Himself. During 
this election, loo. His followers will — after a tho­
rough examination of their own Christian responsi­
bility — be subjected to a divine lest and a dezr 
cho;ce for Chnst or against Him will be demanded 
of them. 

Two thousand years ago such a test w^s also 
posed to men. Tl**n they erected a cross for Christ 
and crudfied Hun. But then, with a few exceptions, 
ihey were not His followers and did not b*heve in 
Him. Today things have changed (or have they?)-
Here hi South Africa alone there are 2^ million 
paople who officially and openly profess to be His 
followers. 

And yet. once again and fust an urgently. He puts 
His followers to the rest and once again asks them 
to choose: for Him or against Him; Christ crowned 
or crucified; a cross for Christ on the ballot paper 
or, ones again, a Cross erected lor Him on Golgotha. 
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Die Afrikaanse Kerke en die Komendc Verkiesing 
A* V I I iyd tot tyd d k bewering gemaak word d-u die Afrikaans Kerke 

MIC ded hct u a d k politick en daar nie i i o metdocn nit, kan *a mens del glim-
lag. W W ck (,Ho mc dii daar m m in d k wereld 'n ,.Chri*icn"-gcmccnsk2p 
k waar kerk, kafaoar en politick to aaccengo<«ngci en m«t mekaar vtrmeng is 
m by M I Afrikaners nk-

Dink ftiur nrt u n die prcke en 
loesprake op on* Gdoftrdagvieringe 
waar dil utter* rooeilik lindirn nie 
onmooniljk' is om it- onderskei tus-
sen die (prrkr van die Woord van 
Cod en d k woord van die volk. Dink 
maar net aan die etitkc faonderde 
prcdikantc en sendelinge van die drie 
Afrikaanse Kerke wat lede is van die 
Afrikaner Broedrrbond wie se om-
srndbriewc n kctirigc mcngsel bied 
van kerkliket kulturrlc, politieke, 
sosiale m rkonomiefte opdragte om 
die belange van die Afrikaner bo die 
van ander volkagroepe le bevorder« 
(As die llruedrrbond die vrymoedig-
held besit om le opertbaar hoc groot 
din gelal k, • .il dit Mellig my towe­
ring bevestig en veratcrk). 

BO POLITIEK 

As dua fn Afrikaanse Kerk aoo» die 
Nedcrduitjichr Hrrvormde Kerk van 
Afrika 'ti verklaring uitreik dat die 
Kerk bo en buite die partypolitiek 
*t.wn (soos 'n paar dae gelcdc gebeur 
bet), dan mod fn nvu i jouself dade* 
lik afvra wat daartoe die aanteiding 
gegce bet en wat daaragter ail. In 
hierdie geval was die aanleiding 'n 
twaalf bUdsye-langr loflicd in Sut 
AktuttL die politieke bylaag van 
Ster% op die N I L Kerk, waarin op *n 
baie subiielc mankr die stand panic 
en opirede van die NM. Kerk aan die 
politieke sicninge van die H*N. Party 
gekoppet word. 

Kk kan nie vers tun waarom die 
Yl l . Kerk » angstig was urn indirek 
die a*M>*iasic *an d k Kerk en talk 
\an sy predikanfe mn die H.N. Party 
le ontketi of te probeer vrrberg nie, 
tensy dit it dat die Kerk bang is dat 
'n oorwinning vir die Nasionalc 
Party op 22 April ay posisie by die 
volk kan bemoeilik of benadeeL *n 
Mens wonder of die verklaring sou 
verskyn bet as die H.N. Party ver-
seker wa;* van *n mooi oorwinning. 

Maar afgraien liiervan bring die 
gc^kicdenis ons log oorvloedigc be-
wysc van die none verbintenia van 

dienstige grtnernskap ler wereJd (be* 
halwe miskkn by die foods* volk) 
was die band tajceti Kerk en volk so 
nou as by die Afrikaner nie. En tol 
op *ekrre hoogtr was dil aan te prys 
omdal dit die bewys gekwer bet van 
die vereenselwiginf van d k geestetike 
leiers mel d k nooa en worsteling van 
die volk aan wir bu lk die Evangelic 
bedicn het. 

D k problecm is egter dai die v©r-
bintenb so 'n none geword hct en d k 
vereenaelwiging met d k politieke en 
kulturelc aspira&ks van die Afrikaner-
volk ao volkomt dat dit vandag byna 
onmoontlik geword hct om tnsaen die 
„christclik" en „nasionaal>f van 
„Christelik-naaionaalM tc ondcrskeL 
Dit hct voorwaar 'n geval geword 
(w:ur dit die politick raak) van t u t 
populi vox DA Gecn wonder dat dr. 
J. S. Gcrick* by d k onlangsc same* 
sprtkinge van sommige Afrikaanse 
Kerke te Lnntcttn, Holland dit nodig 
gcag hct om tydens sy toeapraak sy-
dclin^s le vcrmcld dat die afgevaar-
digdos van die Afrikaanse Kerke nie 
aa pohiki, mav as Kcrkmanne aan 
d k besprekinge Vom decineem nie. 

VERWIKKELINGE 

Onder normalr omsUndi^bede sou 
die boudmg le^noor die politick d k 
oorgroie meerderheid van die lid-
male van on* Afrikaanse Kerke nie 
gehinder of in die war gebring bet 
nie as dil nie vir die volgende ver 
wikkelinge was o k : 
Eetslens is daar die duidrlike tk-
vntvrrskille rn anderse b o u d e n n g 
en broordrling van diebuidige lands* 
politick deur l«ers van die Ccrrfor* 
mrrrde Kerk in Suid-Afrik* in teen-
stelling met d k irtder twee Afrikaanse 
Kerke van Gerrformeerde belydcnis. 
In groter gehoor&aamhcid aan Gods 
Woord tree daar stadig maar «ker 
*n andcr uilkyi en norm van beoor-
drling na vore by die Woord en 
thnvgCOtO van Pntrfiefstroom wai *n 
rrnslige uitdaging bogin word vir die 
Iradidioncle opvaltingc oor kerklike 

die Afrikaans Kerke en die Afri* eenheid en plitriformitcit, oor die 
kanervolk. Seker in geen ander gods- kwessie van gtrmengde huwelrk, oor 

— BEYHRS N A U D £ 

die lUbel-M- konsep van geregligheid 
rn naasleMde — en so meer- D k 
feii dal d k onUngse Sinode van die 
Gerrformeerde Kerk ».Suid-Afrika I 
n besluit oor die Skrif se standpunt 
t a v . gernengde buwelike geneeni bet 
wat vir d k oorgrote meerderheid van 
goeic Afrikanrf-Nasionali5te *n do-
ring in d k vice* moet wees, Wat Tn 
mens bes*j dat bier sladig maar 
srkrr "n situasie aan die ontwikkd is 
wal polities gesproke rrnstige prob-
leme gaan skep vir die txadi&ionek 
eenheidsbenadering van die Afri­
kaner. 

Twredens k daar die vohrokke ^l i t* 
sing in die politieke gHedere van die 
Nasionalc Pany wat d k Afrikaner* 
gemetnskap van bo lot under verdeel 
hel en *n golf van bitleriieid oor ons 
laal lieonspoel hct wat alleen moont-
lik î  in die frlhoid van hvis waar 
broer leen bro4ar, Hroeder tern Bree­
der, vrirnd tern vrknd n\\ liuis toen 
buis te staan gekom b e t Ek wonder 
of daar 'n enkelu Afrikoanse gesin 
is waar bicrdic <fplitsjng nie crvaar 
of grvoel word nie. 

En om die saak tc verergrr kom 
nou die anonieme skrywer van Ster 
Akiurrt eti speel by die N.H. Kerk 
af tern die \ . G . Kerk in *n duidelike 
poging om die N.H. Kerk aan die 
Hcrtzog-vnlgelingc se polilkke wa te 
koppel rn die N.C. Kerk te dwing ore 
te se waar hy staan. Tot dusver hei 
d k N C . Kerk nog nie amptdik ge-
rcagerr nie hoewei u*-^ [»rudrkanre 
\an d k N.G. Kerk preaies teenoor-
ge^lrlde Mandpunlr ingeneem hel oor 
die vraag of 'n mens voor die ver­
kiesing *n politieke vprgadering mrf 
e<̂ >ed b^ioort te open. Ds- D- F . 
Malan van Mf4rilk 3c: Nee — dit 
do«i ck n k ; da. .V J- van Loggemt-
berg van Farrarmere se : J a — dit 
doen ck weL I n Mens mag in jou 
nuufkierifeheid seker weJ v n watter 
*oort gehed ds, van l^>ggerenberg 
sal opstuur as by *n politieke ver-
gadering van die Verenigde of die 
ProgreAsitwe Party met gcbed moet 
upen)-

M . M i l IP VERBREEK 

Een ding b egter duidclik: nie al-
Icen hct dw koms en optrcde van d k 
Hcrstigtei die historitsc cenheid van 
die Afrikaner ra vcrbrcek nie, maar 

(Vtrvolt op hlitdsy 10) 
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SAL EK OFFER WAT JY VRA ? 
In Die Kerkfpode n o t l Maan 1970 her d a r Tn brief verskyn v a dr. Nik 

Lee, *n prcdikanl van d k Ned. Gercf. Kerk, waann d k Ghnstclike wve*fcicsiiigs-
nun i fn" oftewd d k *,Twaalf stellingc vir oorweging dcur alle uemgeregtigdc 
Chriucae to d»c RepaMkfc van Snid-Afhka" ontletd word. H k t d k twaalf stet-
liogc het rteds voorheen in Pro I eritale wr*kyn en d k lesen m waarskynlik 
v en rood durmce . 

My ren te reaksk op dr. Lee se brief to Die Kerkbode was tern rao vcrslaen-
bcid. Efc nam trouctu O M oog venlae daaroor. Dk p t t way venond te 
bowc dal kmand dk wat dr. Lee in h k r d k twsalf Helling* inccfecs he*, daar kon 
kileca. Dtf is to vcrgtsog en so bevoorvoordedd dai dii \ tr die opsteflcn van d k 
Chmiclike mamfei act «k mccr moonilik is am daarop Ic inlwoord iik. Dis h 
soos wanneer kmand doidelik en ukdraklik „A** « t en bom toe sy vtrbystering 
tocgewtrp kry: nHoor daar, hy se 3 * * * 

hk hrt d in cwk geen voorneroc of 
brgerrtr om dr. Lr*» Ir probeer snl-
woord nir. *n Diifcussie oor die poli-
liek wal tan* in Suid-Afrika gevoer 
word, rn wal uitgaan van die grond-
waarhede van die Ohrislclike geloof, 
het m.i. ainloo? geword. Dr. I-ee se 
brief I M Die Kerkbodtr is vir my 
*n aprekmdr shnploom van hierdie 
sinlnoxlirid. Dir verabsolutrring van 
die .,• i; "^ . ' :!••.! ' . .• !• as die cks-
Iriuairf Chrisleliko, moes daarop uit-
luop, Tenay die Skrif en sy uiUsprake 
so geintrrprcteer word dat dit aan 
apartheid ondrrgrakik is tn duaraan 
dirnshaar grslel kan word, val dii 
gHieel en a1 daarhuitr. Dr. Lee spreek 
slrgs die brkrnde hul wat rnigeen 
van die krrklikr of teologiese toon-
aangrwrr* van dir Ned. Crrrf. Kerk 
ook kan *prrrk, Dii tou n aanvaarde 
stuk van die Algnncnr Sinode kon 
word. 

Dit sou fulirl wers om hieroor n 
rrdenasie !e probrrr vorr. Hoe siels-
vrrmoeiend dit is, kan miskien uil 
die volgefidr voorheelde vir my lesers 
duidrlik word EL norm eers die Wri­
ting soos dii in die Maoife* sxaan* 
en dan enkelr grepe uit dr. Lee se 
\rrtolking rn kommrntaar. 

S T E L U N G E 

Siellinf J: Dir polilirk boa bom 
bestg met die inngting van die same-
Irwing en affrktrer daarrmi die lewena 
van mrnsr, gndiapr n.i dir beeld van 
God, ten dirpstr. 

I ertolkir\£: Drur te beweer dat die 
grvallr mm* vandog steeds die beeld 
van Cod in, word die totale verdor* 
wrntheid van US men* hirr implisiet 
gdoin. 

StrUinpi $i Dit is die Christen se 

Slig om drur fly Mom by te dra tot 
ie inRtelling van *n landsrcgcring 

wat wet en ordc &nl handbaaf en die 

belange en wrlvaart van die heir 
samelewing waaroor hy aangestel is, 
sji bevorder oorernkomstig die 
Bvhfl»e grlNHiie van waarheid. ge* 
regtighrid en lirfdr. 

IVrto/Afog; In slrllingc drie rn vier 
van die Manifrn word die taak van 
dir tflaat feitlik primer ormkrywe as 
die bevordering van „die belange en 
wrlvaart van dir hrlr aamelewing" 
en dir i mrne welsyn1*. Hierdie 
8uiw<"Mitilitarirw dwaiing is lynreg 
in ntryd met dir Heiligc Skrif, wat 
Irrr dal dir primere kwaliGsereode 
Uiak van dir niant dir handhawing 
tan wet rn ordc w. 

Stctlinf; 5; In ay tkenpingsdaad 
en in ay verloftMngadaad openbaar 
God dat Hy bewrg is aowel oor 
dir rnrnslikr grmrrnskap as oor die 
Iffwe en lolgrvaHe van A r enkeling. 
Hirraan is die inlriosiefce waarde 
wat die Christen aan dir gemeen^ap 
en aan die waardigberd *̂ an elke in* 
di\idu beg. te danke. 

t ertolkin/i: Hirrdre voorsteJIing 
Terooder^tel dal Oiristus rit<r enke­
ling tr/Yoj of wtl verfos — *n wyd* 
verspreidr, dog nietrmin erg*ketlerse, 
dealing in rtryd met sowe* die Dord-
tse I-eerreels as met die Skrif aelf. 

St tiling 8: fn grhoorsaamheid 
aan God kan gern Christen n poli-
titke beleid ondersteun wat gebaseer 
is op *n konvkwnt gedwonge skei-
ding van die burgers van dieseifde 
land en *n onrrgverdigediskriminaaie 
tusaen Intllr jn die arbitrere ericen-
ning van regie op grond van kleur, 
ra*. godsdirni* of grslag alleen nie. 
Dir men* se sondige «keidings- en 
vrrdelingsdrang druis lynreg in teen 
die versoentnpuboodskap van die 

ByW 
Kpnimcntaar; Gods Woord eis juis 

^di.skritninasin" op grond van raft, 
gt^lag en vrral godsdiens. 

BEN ENGELBRECHT 

Gods Woord Irrr *n gedwonge skei* 
ding van rassr rn nas in rn gods^ 
dirnstr sender ItuHe t**cMrmming. Nie 
God *e toe^rmmmg nie, maar die 
humanisttese toestemming van die 
meru en sy wgenaamd „vrye wiP is 
hier vir die Maoifes drurslaggewend. 

God* Woord leer dat God die ge-
lowiges van die wrrrldlinge skei, en 
d k skape van dir bokkc. maar die 
Monjfrs oorderl dat hirrdie Bvbelse 
^diskriminasir m *kriding" *n „sno* 
dige drang" is - net omdat dit lyn­
reg indruis tern sy « boodskap van 
dir algrmrnr versoenmg. 

St+Utnfi 9: In gehoorMamheid aan 
God kan gren Oiirislen *n politieke 
brlrid ondrrsleun wat klaarblyklik 
praktir> onuilvorrbaar is rn wat daar-
om op "n valsr aannpraak. d.w^. Tn 
verkragting van die waarheid. brrus 
nie. 

Kommrntaar: Hiermee word be* 
dorl die m<K-ilik-lc>cr|>afd)are beleid 
van gcbiedakeiding tuwen wit en 
swart. Allrrn die toekoms sal leer of 
dit prakliea uitvorrhanr is of nie — 
maar intussni is dir Manifea se Ne-
^endr SleNing brsig om die Negende 
Gebod le oortrrr, want dir Man i f« 
map nie valsr grinimis tern sy naaste 
apreok nie — ook nie wannrer die 
naaste n politieke party of parlye is 
wat aparh* ontwdikrling voontaan 
nie! 

Strllinp W: In gehoorsaanAietd aao 
God kan geen (jirislrn 'n politieke 
in-Irid ondrrstntn wat r i r sy toepai-
sing in d k prnknk onvermydriik 
opmlike of brdrktr onreg teenoor 
teenoor esiige individu of b « olkmg^ 

Ep veroorsaak nie. n Beleid wal 
rbl>klik die memwaardigbeid van 

rntgr landsburger aantas, krenk of 
<kaad. nmrt l i r die Christen in sy 
geheel verwerplik weea. 

Kommcntaar: Ons aoa g r u g bier 
wil vrrnerm of dir Manifrs $e npstel* 
lets meen dat die ..menswaardigheid 
van enige Iind4>urgers" aangetas 
word wannrer *n moordenaar ter 
dood vrmordrrl word, wanneer *n 
opsbindige grorp studente vaagevat 
word, wanneer Kommuniate verbied 
word om ondrrwysrrs rn odvokate te 
word of wanneer die Here Self tal-
losr aondaars in die ewige verderf 
werp? 

Stetling II: In gehoorsaamheid 
aan God kan gren Christen *n poli­
tieke beleid ondrrsteun wal in sy 
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wese op groepselfsug berus rn die 
eens^dige hevordering van >cks!one]e 
brlangr beoog nie- So *n hefcid moet 
nnier rmdel tk gepaard p u n met die 
bcoefening van gevoetloosheid rn 
liefdeioosheid en m o d grvolglik in-
druis Irrn die liefdrewct wal ChriMUS 
aan sy vulgrlinge gepec lirl. 

Kammentaar: Hier lilvk dit dat die 
Manifea ahruisti^te selfvrrloenirig 
Vuorstaun, lerwyl die Woord van God 
nun die under kanl die wore selflicfdc 
e u . 

Stetting 12: Dit is die Oiriaten se 
dure plig rn veranlwoordelikheid om 
die beleid van elke pohtieke party in 
Suid-Afrika deeglik te ondcrsoek en 
horn van die prakiiese implikasies 
daarvan tc \ergewis. Hirrin in«*r! bj 
ullr polilieke uitsprake en beleidsrig* 
tings toet* aan die waarheid van God. 
Die atemgeregligde Oi r i s t rn rooet 
daa . t r ru waak dai \\\ hum nie laai 
mer\'»er tot n terugval op beslissinge 
wal op pcrsoonlike uf groepsetfsug 
berus nie. Sy veranlwoordelikheid 
ward de& tegroler in 'n polilieke 
snini'lcwntg waar, praktie* gesproke, 
die lede van die senlrnle parlement 
deur n klein rainderheid burgers ver-
kie* word. 

Die Christen se deelname aan die 
polilirk moet, o p stuk van sake, be* 
paal word deur sv onontkornbare ver­
anlwoordelikheid temoor (iod en *y 
naasle, 

KommrnUMar: Mel ander woorde. 
dir ( hrislen mag nie lemf^val tot h 
ktmserwatiewe politicke parly rift, 
maar hy mag alleen vooruitgryp na 
"n progressiewe party — *n parly 
waar n6g God nog Chhstus nog die 
Bybel in sy bcleidsverklaring mag 
meesprwk. 

G E R E F O R M E E R D 

Eft moet my lesers om verskoning 
vra vir hierdie uitvoerige teenoor-
mekaarsteliing van die stalling* van 
die Oirislelike Manifes en dr. Lee 
se kommentaar daarop . Dit is inder* 
daad n geeslelike martelmg en in die 
grond van die saak *n tydvtrlcwisting. 
Op so *n afgrondelike dicptevlak i s 
geen sinvollr gedagtewissfling m « r 
moonllik nie- Ek sien dus daarvan 
af om dr* Lee te probeer ant woord 
en voliM&an mel d ie opmerking dat 
ek, as n>edc*opstr||er en ntede-onder-
tekennar van hierdie Manifcs, elke 
woord daarvan ondcrskryf, en wd 
omdat oil in oom-nstemming is met 
wal ek as gereformeerde Oiristen 
glo. En ek wil arrogant genneg wees 
um die ganse leerskare van gerefor-

merrde* van dr , Lee se soorl Hit te 
daa^: om mv. as lidrnaai \-an die Ned-
Geref. Krrk. nie h\ wjse van xkcld-
brief in Die Kcrkbodc nir , rnaar u p 
*n hillike w \ ^ under verhoor le neem 
en vanwer my hartgrundige verw*er* 
ping van die soort grrc(ormec-rder* 
lieid en my onderskrywing van elke 
w*oord van die Christrlikr Manifes^ 
ann die hand van dio Skrif en die 
..ungrirforrmTrderiieid** te probeer 
gcrcformeerde belydeniMkriftt* aan 
skuldig vind. Ek wil MIFH SO ver gaan 
om It: se daL as dit wal At* I-ee- bier 
a s ,.gerefurmeerd" verkondig, inder* 
daad deur die Ned. CereL Kerk as ge-
rcformeerd beskou w*»rd. ons die 
Her^ ernstig mod bid om ons van 
h i r rd ie .-gereforroeerdheid" le verlos 
en tut Chrifftua en sy crxangelie t*? be-
krer. D.w.s. a? dit as .*gercformeerd"" 
br^kou word dat daar uit die Skrif 
afgrlees moet word dat God nie be* 
sorg is 66k oor die enkeling in die 
gemcenskap nie; dat Jesu* slegs "n 
vemoening is vir .,ons** sondes fti nie 
vir die van die hele Wereld n ie ; dat 
dit *n keitery is om die evangelie so 
to verkondig of dat dit onmoonllik 
i s o m die evangelic so te verkondig 
soiidrr om te vervul in die keltery 
van die „algt*mene versoening*'; dat 
God* Woord diskriminasie op grond 
\ a n ras eis: dat uit Grn, 11:1-9 d ie 
b>"bel*c gebod afgelers kan word vir 
"n Mknn*ekwente grdwonge P r i d i n g 
van die burgers van diesrlfde Und en 
n onregverdige didtriminasie tusscn 
liullf . , , " ; dat dil V oortreding %an 
die negende gebod is um. nadat die 
Nasionale Par ty 22 jaar lank aan be* 
wind was, kategories t e verklaar dat 
*y beleid van -.regverdige** ra^o-
apartlieid praklies onuitvoerbaar i s ; 
dnl din Skrif nie altmisttese selfver* 
loaning leer nie, muar „die ware self-
liefdfl eis; ens., ens. 

Dr. Lee s* Kerkbode-brief werp ek 
hicrmcc dus wal my betref, in die 
wppermandj ie van ong«reformcerde 
rommcL Wai my egtcr bybly is die 
onaangename berinncring dat dil so 
'n lipiesc voorbceld is van die manicr 
wa*n>p cnigc vonn van outcntiek 
Chrisitlikc ^eraienis in politiekc aan-
gdtcnthede in ons land tans — en 
vir baie fm al — mkhandcl word, 

I)ir GhriMeiike grtuienis moet 
die beleid van apartbeid. soos in 
ona land geleer en toegrpa»> veroor-
dcel. Die keuse le tusscn die blanke 
naaiouulistic&e idcologie en die even-
grlie van (^Jiriatua. Niks kan 'n mens 
so grondig daarvan oortuig as wan-
nef-r jy dil ielf *n keer waug om van-
uit die Oirislelike geloof woaruit jy 
lewe, kritiek uit te spreek teen die 

poliliek van die dag nie. Dan word 
dil \ i r j«iu nntw\felbaar duidelik dat 
]\ hier met twee here le docn bet 
(h en Mi wal absoluut ui lslui lmd 
teenoor mrkaar staan. Daar is geen 
oorrm*U*niniing tussen di^ Jesu* van 
wie die Skrifte oris leer en die apart-
heid^god en heiland nie, "n \ olstrek 
anti-evangcliese inicrpreta%ic van die 
* hristrlike rvangelie. pesanksionefti 
deur *n Christelike kcrk, is vir die 
aparrhcidsidcologie nodig um $y 
laaste Ixind mel die Christclikhrid te 
1K*IIOU, Hi die kwulifikasie ^Olrisle* 
lik". 

In die naam van Suid-Afrika vra 
*n onderskxywing van die apartheids-
ideologic van my as Chrtsien om die 
grondwaarhede van my Oirislelike ge-
lool pryse le gee- Uefdc vir Sa id-
Afrika MM dan allecn bctoon kon 
uord in on\oon\aardc!ikc u t u n vir 
die apanhcidsideolopic. D k beedcen 
dat ck moet leer om die Skrif so te 
in terpreter dat apartheid allecn as 
die goeic wil van God daaniit afge-
Ices kan word en dat alles wat icen 
apartheid ingaan, 9>humanistiesv>

t Mii-
hcralisiics"* ^ket tcrs^ „ongerefor-
meerd", afkeer van Gods Woord is. 

BOSE I O E O L O G I E 

bJc ftu nooil onlffek bet soe boos 
hierdie ideok^ie in sy west is as bier-
die offer nie van my gevra word in 
die naam van Suid-Afrika nie, Daar-
om is daar m "n pulitieie verkiesing 
vir my so oneindig \**\ o p die spel. 
\1> Mem vir die Na*mnalt* l'jrt> sou 
vir my nenrrkom op n verloening van 
Oi r i s tu^ nee, meer nog : 'n Stem te«i 
Christus. Aa ek daaroin nog etiige 
gevoel van vaderlandsliefde oorgdiou 
net. durf rk my vaderland nie aan 'n 
vreemde heer help tiitvrrkoop deur 
vir n |»arly le stem wut die ideologie 
van apartheid a s lheilsvi^ioen aan 
die vi/Ik voorhoq nie — rn deste min­
der waar anlt*evaiigeliesc elemetite 
t m dien^te van hierdie ideologie mel 
n bero^p o p God as heilswaarhede 
verabsoluteer word. 

Enkelr reaksirs op die Oirislelike 
Matt ife*, waarvan die van dr . Lee die 
ti|M-rendHte uitdrukking i* van wal in 
die buidige politieke en gresleltkekli* 
maat in ons land a§ eg-Oiristelik be-
skou word, liet m> in hi*rdie oortui-
ging weer eens gn l e rk . Aparrtitid, 
veral ook soos vanuit krrklike kringc 
grsunkyioncer, vra pertinent van my 
o m te glu dat *n konsckwente ge-
dwnnge skeiding van burgers van die-
^elfde land e» "n unrrgverdige diskri* 

(Vawlgep bt. 11} 
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M O E D S W I L L I C E M I S V E R S T A N D 
BRUCKNER DE VTLIJERS 

Nabetragting oor nog fn Lunteren-Sinode 
Met hcrinneringc sun die vcelbewoe 1968-samtkonu van die Gerelormecrde 

Ekumeaicte Sinode nog vars in afgevaardigdes se gebcue, bet daar to pis wcer 
n bclangnkc kerkevergadenng in die tndrukwekkcadc vcrgadenetxrum, De 

Blijc Wcrcld, m die boankc butcwrke n n die rastigc Nederland*c dcrpic 
Lantern , plaa^gevind: die oidangse bycenkoras vi/i die GtneraJe Srnodc v ia 
die Gtreformeenie Kerke in NederlamL Wcer eems bet *n vodbtrt spanning 
opgelaai, vctal tydens die bespreking van die omstrtdc rassekwessie- En wecx 
tens is die uitslag van die bnprckingc op bykans onvcrklaarbare wysc omhoj in 
*n waas van misverstand, Nederlandse en Suid-Afrikaame vcrtolkingc van wat 
daar tydens die onlangre Sinade*$amtkofm gcbeur hct en wat daar bcrcik is, 
versktt, WOT in 1968 na die GJS.S*, hemclsbreed van mckaar. En al gcvotgtrek-
king waartoc *n mens kan gcraak, is dat, by alle brocderlike wdwillcndheid en 
begrip vir mekaar se stand minte vat daar tussen Hollanders en Suid-Afrikanen 
bestaan bet, hulle skynbaar wcer ee«s bv mekaar verbj-gepraat bet en mckaar 
skromelik msvcr*taan hct- YVaar dit nou reeds by hcrhaling gebcnr bet, it die 
vermocdt ononikombaar dai bicrdic wedenrdfe nusvrrstand nic slctfs deur die 
merkvaardige omstandigbede verooruak is nic, dog op mccr as net 'n tikkic 
mocswUlighcid — nie op "n onvermoe nic. maar op *n doclbewnsie onwil om tc 
ventaan — bens* 

D I P urmtamhghrdt? wag natuurlik. 
up hubeU genome, dramatics genoeg, 

Ainplvlik was dit *n vrrgudering 
van die Generate Synodo van die 
\rderlanri*r (ir reformer rdr Kerke — 
wat die Ghn«trlike Imtihiut van 
Suider-Afrika financier! ondrr*imn 
en %rir se amptrlikr deputatr na dir 
*-.L> van l*)68 hull? renparig gr~ 
*kaar hel agter die de*t\dsr sg- „Min-
derhrid* rap port" van p»f. J. Veitcuyl 
c a . i v%.Li>f *;>!> die Suid-Afri-
krtan^e apartheiddttlrid, by name, a* 
nnbybels rti onchristplik veroordeel 
is** 

As atnplelik uitgenodigde gaste nil 
Suid-Afrtka was daar ternwoordij: 
dr. J. & Gericke, dr. J. D. Vonter rn 
prof. F . I. M. Potgictcr n A mens die 
invlordnkr fbUnkr* \ rdrrdmt$e 
Grrrfonnrrrde Krrk in Send-Afrika 
•wat dir Oimtr l ik fn^tiluut in 1%6 
former! vrrwrrp hrt as ..dwaalrjg-
ling". | prof. W, J. Sorjman namen* 
die Grrrformrrtde" Krrk Van' Said-
Afrika en ds. S. J -S /N toane , mode-; 
rator vAu die Ne'dnMuitv Cerefor-
metifo Krrk iti Atfikit fBantoeV/ 
" OjiiaJl^HaVir Mfer a* eftf was die 
vofcitfe jf t trfghrii l van'wffiTri erftWe 
vrrtrrnwoordiger "ran *flif N.G. Setf-
dtngkert ^ ^ i d - ^ i k a i t K l e i i ^ i n g ^ 
in wie »r g^lrdwe die a p j n h r i d » e -
(rid mrt *v pr*r*aktr Grorp<gi4>i«df* 
wpt pri VrtlrrN*rr*ring*wrt juis op 
•lie domblik besip Is om dir emsligr 
ottm* le vrrtiorsaak. L V M di( omdat 
^^rft SffltrViinrdipdp Vdn dir (N\G, 
Sftiditif'ktTk r̂*i*klik inner vrrlrou 

kun word om. in die forum rn voor 
f*ulke kriliwr or rn orct nug die T,b1ye 
(Kiodskap" van „eic80orlige onlwik 
krling" Ir vrrkandig en Ir verdedig 

Want diarom het die hele same-
kotm namnriik gegaan: om *n ondub-
bokinnige veroordeling van apartheid 
enersyds en 'n verbete regverdrging ea 
verdedtging daarvan andenyds — ten 
spyte van dr. Gcricke se stellige ver-
icfccring aan die vcrgadering dat by 
en sy medeatanden daar teenwoordig 
was >Tnie as polttici nie, maar as kerk-
nianne/* i*l**n 

J. i ..J 
BHLANGSTELLENOES 

Trenwdortiig^ > a s i ook I 'is ffoot 
J L U T Nrdcrbnd** torskonrrs uil allr 
)>elang^tellingfvrJdr. n gortlgrfir^ani* 
-rrrde groefi Stiid-AfrikaanM *lu* 
denlf om tteun ie verle*n oan di* 
Suid^Afrik^jnw afvaardigin^, ver* 
lrrtiwoordigrr» van aktiviMiiw* Ned-
etfonbfl i«-n •:•!-',}.c » o * SviNOOO-
krert, Werkgrotfp -Bfgeletding COS en 
Kainw m 6ok«*ni^ampMik t ' a en* 
kclr vrrlrrowrtordijier van die Cbris* 
irlike Imlihnil van SuidrrvAfrika* 
diraawiJIig dir u»e. 

As pa* wa*, byna onnpgrmerk- le 
IDKUC van al die spanningsvolle 
*rd*r<%dv» frutitopatfilingr. naluur-i 
Itk ook Wrtiwoordig da. Jackson Phiri 
njtnens dir \ . G . Krrk tn Zaaibve 
iKrformndiChiirdL in Zandua) wat. 
tv^nSj n r.Hprj*iule apreeklienrl aan 
Imrn lirgnslajii 'n vutigif opntep vfU 

lie^tryding van dir apartlieidKideo* 
lopir in Suid-Afrika gedorn hct rn 
wat met die prootste slellipheid br-
^rer hrt dat dir Krrk van Clirtstus 
bom mort inmrng in dir raasrpoli* 
lirk indien by nog die sout van die 
aardr rn dir lig van die wereld wil 
Wy . • * • 

Die vernaamue onderwerp ter be-
sprcktng — vandaar dan ook die 
buitengewonc hclangstelling dettr hui-
testaandere on die krioelende koerant-, 
radio- en televisicmanne — was na* 
tuurlik, soos by die G.ELS. van 1968, 
die omstredc raaickwessie. Maar bier-
die slag sou die aandag vend op die 
Suid-Afrikaamc rassesknaaie toege-
ipits word. Vandaar die tecimoordig-
hcid van die \ crname Said~Afrikaanwr 
g»tc 

Aanlridin^ tot die hele debat was 
n uilvorrigr %rr*lag cjpgratel denr 

dir ilrttydsc afvaardiging van die 
Ncderlandnr (Irrcfornicrrdr Kerkr na 
die G.£LS. win 1068. Ungrhikkig 
word in die vrrslag ook dir breiik 
tussrn die VG. Krrk rn dir (3irislr* 
like Instituul (rithk a< onderafdrling 
van dir rasarkwrjtfie brfiandrk wdat 
dii onvrrrmdelik *t*s $ki ook dir 
( I in die drbai ter spra l r ?4>u kom. 
Hirrd«ur# is die aandag gedrrltelil 
ufgrlerdcf van dTe srntrale probjrriq 
rn hrt *h elrrn'rttl v^n tlrin^icHehcid 
ingeihira in dir vrrn^lingr wat af-

brritlc ge^ven hct aan 4'* °^Ke n* 
hiingetaandc 'Wil1 Van 'die lirle Ke-
r - n 

RASSi: \ RAAGSTT k 

Uat die i a v i A * ' * i c ^J l befref. 
hrt^ die drbat r^ l r t op heel vo6r*pel-
barr wyse verkfopi £en na die andcu^ 
IKKM ii sorabcrr prosrs>ir Irdr van 
#n Crieksr ttaynlicko^' hot die 
Nrdrrlandw krrkmanne — WuutrrR. 
Mulder. Vann ,den * Berg, !tVan |td*r 
Woudc, Man drr Vron, Vorku>I — Op 
dio iif^n Rekorn om, rrnpacig rn 
sunder tulsondriinK. hul brkommer-
nU nil le aproek our die siiua<ic \o 
>uiil-Afrika en nor die Afnkaanse-
I l o t b u d ^ kerke ae vrremde awye len 
aan^en->an d i r onrrgte wat .voort* 
viun uil die hficwnde Suid-Afri-
kaanw larul^HiWtd. Soos onbciUpel-
Irjade IjTqmnihhlM h w 4w. veroordc-
tipgduVW ra4M#db*kriminaftic v,cn n» 
din andrr op£e*klink *— fljk.1 natuur-
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lik in n gees van op regie broedrrlik-
heid; maar log onmisverstaanbaar 
duidi-Hk. iHiomwondr, onverbiddelik. 

Daar moes by die breeders ok 
Suid-Afrika geen twyfd rarer gelaat 
wonl aangaandt die universelc ifkeer 
in die Nederiandse Gereformecrde 
Kcrfcc IOA\ dit Suid-Afrikaan<c 
apartheid tbeteid en «y gevolgt nie. As 
daar aj ook sensuur tin sckulcre, nk -
kerklike, sin) ukgesfmtfc is d u het 
NcdcrUnd die more sy s c t m r oor 
Said-Afrika uitgoprcck; die kerk in 
Ncderiutd oor venJ die Afrikaans-
Hollandse kerfce in Said-Afrika. 

Dog ook die reak*ie was voor* pel* 
baar: *n krampaglige en dikwels 
hartstugtelike verdrdiging van die 
Suid-Afrikaansr landweleid d«ir die 
afgrvajrdigdes uil Suid Afnka, blrrk 
m \rr*r*r QJ aanboor van die feJ» 
beid rn die eenpahgheid van die 
NcderUnd*c faccuse* Van hullr het 
prof. Smjman -van die Gerrf. Kerk 
waarskynlik die brale indruk grtnaak 
vanww die waardigheid waarop Iiy 
sy saak gestel het rn sy minstens 
vrrstaanbare behoudendheid rn kon* 
senratisme, nai t r ra l weerklank pr-
rind bet by die afgevaardlgdc uuder-
linge by die sinode, wat merrodeels 
bejaarde pensirwnariw was. 

Ds. Nloane het gekom mel *n ietwat 
ungeloofwaardige vrrsekering aan die 
sinode dat ,tsy mrnuc** oor die alge-
meen hreltemal levrede is met uio 
apart'hridabeleid, rn mel dienu argu­
ment — wat later grblyk het dip rnig-
sir wrrklik nog sinvollr argument van 
die Suid-Afrikaanse afvaardiging te 
» e » — dal die 5aid-Afrikaans? ras-
^esituasie verl mn*r geJriompisrrrd 
was at wat uit Nedrrlandse veralgr-
mrning* grkonkfuilrcr kon word. dat 
daar vera! tyd nodig was om die be-
Jeid van afoonderliko ontwikltrling 
lot voile ontplooiing te !aat kom rn 
dal die staat en die keri in Suid-
Afrika hierdie tyd gegun moe* word 
deur NedeHand rn die Xederlandse 
Gereformerrde Kerke. 

APOLOGIA 

Die lankverwagtr apologia van die 
einllike kampvrgtern vir die opart-
heidshrlcid. tewens vir dit* amptelike 
standpunt van die invloedryke N.G. 
Kerk. was mindrr oorluigend. Ttwge-
gee dat hulle. n^ die volgehoue ver-
oordeliftg van die kant van die Neder-
landers, na aHe kante mora keer en 
np all*- fronle moes verdedig, was 
die bestc waartoe hulle in staat waa 
'n k>* ert onsamehangende reeks teen-
argumeote, wilde beweringe en onver* 
antwoordclrke beskuldigingc, vcral 

wat betref die Christeiike Instituut. 
Dr. Vomer het beweer dat dit 

Nrdrrland in sy bloeilyd was wal 
apartheid hy on* in Suid Afrika in-
gevorr bet* dal die C I . , volgens sy 
vreemde gegewens, besig was om geld 
wdt ten bchorwe van die UnaBiank-
lik*- liantoekerke in Nederland inge-
*antel is. vir andi-r doelrindes te ge* 
bruik en dat die dirrkteur van die 
C l . "n iraraorrlr mens is omdat hy 
torUat dat hv wu* ,.dominee * genoem 
H-.ni. Dr. Gcricke hn indrukwefc-
krnde verwysings gemaak na wat 
daar alles vir die Ikinloe in Suid* 
Afiika gedoen word en'brt met groot 
slrlligticid boweer dat 7 2 % van die 
totalr b^ ro t ing van die N,G. Kerk 
I sk> aan die Sending gewy word. 
Prot- Potgtcter, die eintkkc \co)oog 
rn nie-politikus^ het soos by die 
C.K-S^ gefconi met *n lang betoog na 
aanlnding van die Toring van Babel 
en Hd. 17:26 om uit die Skrif te 
bewys dat die .vpluriformhetube-
ginger* die enigste gesonde groird^lag 
vir <Ua menslike M mole wing is — 'n 
uilgediende aparrfieidsleolnpr wat 
mrnige Xederlandse teoloog Dtnnens-
monds dog boorbaar last mompel bet 
van mi&ioer. 

1-n » bet dit die bde lange dag 
lank voortgegaan tot laat in die aand-
'n Hclc aantal tinodegangen wat ook 
nog *n stuiwer in die amibcurs wou 
vrcrpv kon gecn sprcekgelccntheid vind 
nie: die saak moes afgebandd word. 

Dr. Gerickc rn ds. Ntoanc het vir 
"n lwe»-de maa] gepraat. So ook dr. 
V«Htcr» met *n vurige aanral op 
die Ghristelike Institout — *n aanval 
grgrond op ^gegewcBs" wat onder 
sy aandag gebring is, dog wal nooit 
bev«"stig is deur die amplHike inlig-
lingjdirns van die C J . nie. 

CHRXSTEUKE INSTTTUUT 

Juts omdat sy insinuasiei en be-
skuldigings v» W was, is ek — na 
hrrlwa! mtsverstand vooraf, dog uit-
rindelik met verlof van die Said-
Afrikaanse TJIASUT — die grleent* 
lieid gegun omf nam^n^ die C I , , die 
tfinode toe 1c spredc. Ek het dr. 
Vorsler sy oningeliglbeid op essenbi-
ele punle 'verwyt, 'n paar wanvoor-
-tellings reggMtrl, dog daarna afge-
5tap van die Cl.-kwessip en *n beeld 
probeer Wilder van die dilemma 
waarin die N.C. Kerk, my kerk. horn 
bevind. Ek fxt O J . brweer dat die 
Koninkryk van Cod in Suid-Afrika in 
*n kr isb verkeer. 

Hieroor ln*t dr. Vontcr horn 
vererg en in sy replicfc op my 
toenpruak nondcr provokasle" beweer 

dat die Koninknk van Cod nouhk> 
ten beste grdien word deur manne 
4*x* Bcycn Nande rn Bruckner dc 
Villiers. Vandaur het die debat ge-
doai tot it;.- peil van |iersooniikhede 
en persoonlike verdaginakinge» fD 
arpxmentum ad kvmirtem. 

Onsleltrni*, vei4>ysirring en vef* 
veraaenhrid onder die sinodrganperf-
Die diplonutiese moderator van die 
Smode. dr. P. G. Kamt, vrrdaag die 
vergadering lydelik mel *n gebed om 
broederlikr b ^ r i p uil die stoeL Eer** 
trklas drama. 

Konsternasie tydens die POWi 
Manne wat ek nog glad nie ontmnrt 
hp[ nie — ook Suio Afrikaanse stu* 
drnte — kom betuig Jiullr spyi teen* 
oor my oor wat so pas geoeur liet-
(>ok dr. Gericfce, *M my versekrr dat 
h\ persoonlik al hoeveW toenadering^ 
poging* n-t die direklrur van die 
C1-, lb . Nande^ grmaak bet Vir my 
ii dit heeltemal iets nuuls. 

Croot onderlinge bewoenheid. Ek 
Iroos horn daarmce dut daar tog 'n 
HUM uit die barensnood gebore rnog 
word. Het tk sy verlof om 'n rondr-
tafe^byeenkora5 tussen vrrteenwoor* 
digers van die C J . en die V G . Kertt 
te reel? \ i e allwn sy verlof nie: by 
renock my daartoe. 

Koerantmanne onmiddellik by: 
wal het gi*heur. wat lie! grf>etir? Die 
volgende dag, "n bcrig in die dag* 
Mad Trouw: .*Dr. Cericke nodigdr 
dr. Brucknrr de Villiors ze\fs uil om 
rcn onlmurting ie organiseren tusscti 
vooraanslaande mensen uit het Chris-
telijk Inslituut en de Nrderduils Ce* 
reformeerde Kerk'\ en die dag d a a r 
na : _\laar ielfs uit die ptinlijke be-
^preking van hrt Cbristelijlc Instituut 
is iets gords geboren, in zoverre dat 
het wil voorkomen dat nu de weg 
is geopend voor een gesprek tussen 
hrt Chr. Instituut rn de leiders van 
die N . C Kerk"\ Van bierdie berigt** 
nrrm allr sinodegangers, asook die 
afgevaardigdes uit Suid-Afrika, km 
nis. 

Daarna sou die berigte, volgens 
So id -Afrikaanse kocrmntvenbe* ont^ 
ken word, by name deur dr. Gericfce* 
En daarmce b dan ook — vooriopig 
altans — ecu van die belangrikite 
vnigtc van die sinode tot niet en wat 
al die, dikwtls boogs cmosionele, ge^ 
doe skynbaar levergeefs. 

A M P T E U K E BESLUTT 

\Caar terog na die <inodcgebeurc. 
Na die reses het dr. Vontcr voor 

die Sinode verskoning aangefaied vir 
die wyse waarop hy horn vantevore 
ivdrns dir debat te buile gegaan hel. 

(Vtrvolg op hfodsy 17) 
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VERMANING UIT NEDERIAND 
Die amptelike brief " T a n die Generate 
Synode van die Nederlandse Gexe-
(orrr.eerde Eerke aan die Suid-Afri-
kaanse Kerke met wie hullo skakel: 

„Die Generale Sinode van die Gerefor-
meerde Kerke in Nederland hot tydens sy sit-
lingspertode van Maarl 1970 die afgevaardig-
dos van u kerk ontvang en met hulle in kleiner 
en groler kring gespreek oor die sake wat u 
kerke en a.is s'n daartoe gedring het om me-
kaar te ontmoet en broederlik a a n te spreek. 

.,In die voile bewussyn van ans verbonden-
heid met u kerke in Suid-Atrika het ons cos 
geroepe beskou om ons tot u te wend met be-
trekking tot die verhouding van die rasse in 
u land. 

..Otndat die Generale Sinode wil bly uitgaan 
van die goeie trou waannee u in die Ug van 
die Heilige Skrii 'n oplossing wil soek vir die 
veelvuldige problerne van die rassesituasie in 
u land, kom ons met vrymoedigheid tot u met 
die stelling dot die Heilige Skrii na ons oor 
tuiging van die kerk 'n ander houding eis ten 
opsigte van die rasseproblematiek dan die wat 
ons in die besluite on die praktyk van u kerke 
metn te verneem. 

„Die Generale Sinode het die verwagting uit-
gespreek dat die besluite van die Geiefor-
meerde Ekumeniese Smode insake die rasse-
verhoudinge ook deur u sal aanvaar en volgens 
die bedoeling van hierdie besluite sal toepas 
word. 

..Ons verbondenheid in Christus met u kerke 
gee ons die vrymoedigheid om aan u te 
skryl en te pleit vir 'n sodanige bestudering en 
beluiitering van die Heilige Skrii dat gewaak 
word teen elke dirigerende mvloed wat sosiale. 
politieke en ander omstandighede op u en ons 
dcnke wil uitoefen. Ons wil u vra of die strewe 
na selibehoud en die verdediging van die eie 
bevoorregte posisie ten koste van medemense 
met die eise van die Heilige Skrif en die sosiale 
geregtigheid wat daarin gebied word, gerym 
kan word. Die Generale Synode spreek die 

hoop uit dat u in die lewe van kerk, staat en 
maatskappy die konsekwensies van die gereg­
tigheid blymoedig en in vertroue op Gods be-
lofte sal trek. 

,,Die Generale Sinode hel dit hoog op prys 
gestel dat u algevaardigdes tot ons oorgekom 
het om deur 'n ontmoeting sender voorbehoude 
goeie bande van gemeenskap te soek en weer 
te bevestig. Hy vertrou dat hierdie eerste ont­
moeting nie verlore mag gaan nie maar in vol-
gende besprefcinge bewaar en verslerk sal 
word. 

„Soos ons geluister het n a u vermaning tot 
ons gerig in verband met vrae insake Skrii en 
belydenis. so kom ons tot u met die boodskap 
wat in hierdie brief vervat is. Ons hoop dot die 
krag daarvcm nie alleen sal bly deurwerk in 
die gemeenskap tu*sen u en ons berke nie, 
maar ook in u eie kring bekendgemaak en ge-
soek sal word. In gesprekke op ons Sinode het 
ons gehoor en in ons hart bewaar dat u algo 
vaardigdes verklaar het dat hulle die deur 
ope hou vir die gecprek met die Christeliko 
Instituut Omdat hy geweldige baie in ons land 
die begeerte leef dat die brug van u kerke 
na die werk van hierdie breeders geslaan en 
begaanbaar gemaak word, bring die sinode 
hierdie verlange met vrymoedigheid tot a oor. 

..Wees verseker van die opregte gesindheid 
waarin hierdie brief namens die Generale Si­
node aan u kerkvergadering en aan die lede 
van u kerke geskryf is. net soos ons nie sal 
nalaat om u broederlike road in a g te neem 
nie. 

..Diie God van alle genade seen u en u kerke 
by die lees en oorweging van hierdie bood­
skap wat ons, gedronge deur die liefde van 
Christus wat verbind, aan u stuur." 
it Vnriajii (jit die Nederlandn K u n l v r r l n g van die vert t ier . 
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Fools or a anie va« ZJ 
The African Independent Cbtmftes still await their ow n chronicler to select and piece together the great and decisive 

moments in their history. What it known about them t.wi^v has been written ap mostly by while men, men w ith tympath? 
and a deep undemanding of the African mind and heart. Yet* the mark of the White man's approach is unmistakable: 
tacts, figures, analyse* of problems and problem areas. Often the African Independent Churches have formed a useful 
Field for research for an academic degree All this 0 good and commendable, yet it bears the mark of the outsider- And 
so this article, too, must inevitably bear the same mark. 

The \fncan Independent Churches *ho have been willing to open dieir 
doors to minister* of the Independent 
tJiurche*. ^et lliese 

as m movement date* back to the last 
decade of the nineteenth century. 
Since then the numerical growth o( 
the movement both in terms of 
churches and member? has been int-
pre**tve. At the last census 22*X of 
the African population behmged to 
approximately 2000 Independent 
Churches. 

This growth took place in spit* of 
wmc severe disadvantage* and prob­
lem*. I Although some disadvantages 
may lurn out to be their present 
strung points). 

DISADVANTAGES 

The African Independent Churches 
have in the main functioned in isola­
tion from the mission churches, and 
have attracted the poorer people as 
members. These churches had to make 
do without the financial aid or back­
ing of a mother church or mission 
society and without the wealthier 
members of African Society. 

A second disadvantage was thai 
the majority of churches failed to 
ipulifv as recognised churches This 
usually meant thai the ehurch could 
have no marriage officers, its minis­
ters could not qualify for Railway 
Concession* and it could gH no i l l " 
in urban areas for the erection of 
church buddings. 

A third disadvantage was the con­
tinual fragmentation of the churches. 
This fomen ta t ion was due to vari­
ous factors, among thrm leadership 
dispute*, mismanagement of church 
fundi, nubdminittrafinn, and lack of 
*elf-di*cipline. 

A fourth disadvantage was the in* 
ability of mo*t churches to found im! 
finance training centres for future 
ministers. Some churches made a « 
of the training facilities of smaller 
missionary churches, often of Pente­
costal |ter*4tn*ton. In view of subse* 
tjuenl Matemcnts in this article thai 
m i a s m rhurches were in the main 

• • ; . - • r:-- I about tlic Independent 
CJiurcli movement, I would like to 
say that many churches have bene* 
filed greatly from the service ren­
dered by these training institutions 

institutions alone 
failed to meet adequately the nerd of 
the African Independent Churches as 
a whole. We can say dial most minis­
ters in the Independent Churches 
have had no formal rhculogicaL bibli­
cal or pastoral training at a l t while 
many of thrm hate had very little 
formal education of any kind, 

A fifth disadvantage has been the 
isolation in which the churches bote 
had to work. Missionary churches 
have teudrd to regard the Indcpnd-
Mll Churches as synergistic ami sub-
christian. Most mission churches give 
Very little attention to the Independ* 
ml Churches, and where attention 
WU given at all, it Wtta because the 
Independent Churches were regarded 
a* dangerous competitors hampering 
rlie proclamation of the true and pure 
gospel, Thrre arc some noteworthy 
exception*, nuinrlv llic Anglican 
Church which has nurlured the Order 
of l-Jhtopia in its bosom, and Hie 
Interdenominational African Minis­
ters Association of S.A. UDAMASA, 
formerly Tl MIA) in which indivi­
dual Independent Church ministers 
can have fellowship with their black 
fellow ministers. 

EDUCATION 

I x-adcrs uf the Independent 
t.iitirchc* ha te been aware of their 
own problems but liave not always 
been able tu find ways and means 
i>f solving litem. One particular bar­
rier seemed to be the matter of edu­
cation, tt hencver application was 
nude for Church recognition (unlil 
1%6 wlien church recognition was 
jEiii'Mtedt, or when ministers apply 
for marriage officer's licences, or 
when churches appU for sites, the 
same question appears: "What theo­
logical education has the minister 
had?" and "What facilities for theo­
logical traiuing dors the Church 
offer ?" 

Sending mm to Bible Schools run 
by Mission groups did not always 
m«Kt the church's need- Too often 
men never returned to a small, fin­

ancially inwrwre. Independent 
Church, but joined the churcn spon-
=*>ring the Bible School, At other 
tiroes young men came home to chal­
lenge the Bishop for leadership of 
the group. A Bishop 90 challenged 
was not likely to send another bright 
voting man to receive "education". 

When the R o . <:. F. B. Naade of 
the Christian Institute was faced with 
a delegation of church leaden in 19*4 
requesting help from the Christian 
Institute, some answer had to be 
given. The Christian Institute sur­
veyed the field in vain to find an ex­
isting body, or group of churches to 
whom these leaders could be referred. 
Finally the Christian Institute ac­
cepted the responsibility of seekiPg 
financial aid to enable these leaders 10 
investigate the needs of tihe churches 
and if necessary to form themselves 
into an association. Such an Associa­
tion was to attempt to meet the exist­
ing needi of the Churches, and in 
particular the need for theological 
training. The association formed in 
June 1965 was called the African In­
dependent Churches* Association, 
commonly known as AICA. 

Since tint time the work has pro­
gressed, but not without its own 
problem*. During this period the 
Christian Institute a l » had to face 
the onslaught uf the mighty Dutch 
Krfurmed Giurch. In the Johannes­
burg area members of the Christian 
Institute who mere also members of 
the V G . Krr i . liad to face charges 
brought against them. \nd !>-. IVko 
\ j n lu>*gerenberg, in particular. 
plain) an import.ini pari in pressing 
charges againsl them. 

It was wirh some surprise that I 
read in the Transvaler of the 16th 
March, 1970 that a group of Inde* 
prudent Churche* had decided to 
"break away from ihe Christian In* 
slititie" and that, with the help of 
Ds. Nico van Loggtrriibcrg, this 
group would start its own Indcpcnd* 
col Church orgunisolion. It scents 
that "break away from the Chri5tian 
Institute" is to he read as "disas­
sociating from the help given hv rile 
Christian Infliliile", ns no church can 

(Continual on page IS) 
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Development In Development - MARK COLLIER 

The March issue of the Soulh African Outlook has devoted mou of its space to the very important World Consulta­
tion on Ecumenical Assistance for Development Projects organised by th* World Council of Churches and held in Mont-
reux, Switzerland. This consultation is only one in a developing concern of churches for development and is one in which 
the churches understanding of development has shown a marked development. 

The accelerating concern of the 
churches lius tveen c l e a r s in the last 
decode. imottn as the Development 
D c a d e . First Pope John's two social 
• ficyclical*: Water et Mapstra and 
Porrm in Trrris: then the important 
Church and Soctrtv Conference of 
ih»* World Council of Churches in 
Geneva in J 966; the erection of the 
Commission for Justice And Peace by 
Pope Paul in l%7 followed by his 
encyclical l*rogre$sio popuforum; die 
erection of the joint WCC/HC Com­
mittee on Society, Development and 
Peace ISODEPAX) and its Confer 
ence on World Co-operation for De-
velopmmi held in Beirut in 1968; 
th**n die fourth Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches in Lpp-
sala in 1968; followed by thr Consul­
tation by thr Secretariat for Drvelup-
men! Education uf WCC in Geneva in 
190% SODKPAX's Conference on 
the Challenge ty( Development ill 
Montreal in 1969; anil now the 
tt'i>rld Council's Consultation in 
Monlreux in 1970. 

In South Africa we have a policy 
i f *epjrate development. H ie policy 
r* no developmenl unlc** separate, 
but .i- f̂ adv Jackson, the British 
economist observed when she was 
here la*t yeur there should be more 
devclopineni mid less separation. 
Slill the word 'development' is almost 
in our litlr deeds. It IIKIV be well to 
look at what the word mean* by these 
international organs, discover why it 
is regarded as important and what 
i*e can tram from the discussions. 

WHAT T H E WORD MEANS 

ft took the economic crisis of 1928-
1932 to make the dominant indus­
trialised countries first (o realise 
that their economies were closely 
intertwined with the less-industrinl-
i-rd countries and thai ihr absence 
of development in these countries 
was inevitably detrimental to their 
own expansion. Thi> tack of indus­
trialisation and modernisation soon 
became the concern of economists. 

With the rmergence of the Third 
World on the world-scene they all 
too easily became labelled as the 
underdeveloped or developing na­
tions as opposed to llic developed 

rut tuns 
America, 
teas seen 
.National 
country 
National 

of Europe and North 
H e n a developed country 
as one with a high Groa» 
Product and a developing 
one with a low Gro*s 
Product. Drvriopmeiit aid 

that quality of aid that *ould 
assist the developing country tu im­
prove and maintain a viable econ­
omic growth rate. 

Hut already thinking was changing 
and groups like the Economic et 
llumanisme group in France were 
dissatisfied with economic growth be* 
ing the measurement for develop­
ment. Their concern was with man * 
development as well. Hence not only 
to have more, but to be more. 

Bcirn 

Then cam** the realisation that the 
Development Decade had not realised 
expectations. 'Hie Beirut conference 
slated: "from a Christian perspective, 
the underlying purpose of develop­
ment is to free man for the fuller use 
of his God giten creative po&ert. 
Such development aim* at higher 
l*vek uf consumption, both material 
and cultural, more evenly distributed, 
ami at a continuing further nse. 
eventual)) sustainable on the ba*is of 
u country's own Miving*. It requires 
ullitude* of efficiency and opciincss 
to social anil technical innovation, a 
mure efficient agriculture and growth 
in manufacturing industries and ser­
vices. It aims at expansion of educa­
tion and cultural activities, needed 
for full human development as well 
x* for economic expansion. It i* ac­
companied by social integration, re* 
during class and other barriers. // 
spreads opportunities fur a fuller 
life to more and more of the people, 
especially in rural areas" 

Montreal 

Montreal took it a step further 
and pul the debate into a context of 
rich 'poor ot powerful, powerless. 
Iterative humaninlion ami liberation 
ia the purpose of development it saw 
a riecessaiv confrontation of tlie pow­
erful by the powerless since the lat­
ter are still being dominated by the 
former. Hut seeing that liberty i* thr 
purpose of liberation the conference 

*iw a nrccs*ary confrontation of 
forth by the itiMphls of the Gospel's 
commitment for a more just and 
human order. Aid was therefore lo 
help further the concept uf a world­
wide community and collective re­
sponsibility for development. 

Monlreux 

At Monlreux this development was 
again confirmed kirgely as a result 
Of the remarkable conlrihulion of 
Professor S. L Pannar. reader in 
economics at Allahabad I diversity, 
India- In February this year the 
Executive (Committee of the W . C G 
defined deictapment as the process 
In xhich l*oth persons and societies 
came to realise the full potential of 
human tile in a context of social jus> 
ttcet with an emphasis on sclf-reli* 
ance; economic growth being seen as 
one of the means for carrying for* 
uard this process. 

It follows that if social as well as 
economic criteria are employed, in 
thr understanding of development, 
then all countries are underdeveloped. 
because even the most affluent coun-
tnr* have the poor, the unemployed, 
pollution in the c i l i a and the like. 
\n*l because there is a mutuality in 
the process of development ond an in­
ter-dependence between nations the 
whole world is underdeveloped. Con­
sequently development is thr vocation 
of all and a transformation is re­
quired in all political, ideological, 
social and economic systems* 

Monlreux saw social justice as the 
essential context for development 
ttithin the interdependence and soli-
daritv of the human family. ' 'This 
concept of social justice," wrote Pru-
frssor Parmar, 4*is not based on en­
lightened self-interest of dominant 
groups, but on the basic ritfht of all 
people to equaliiv and human dig* 
nity/ ' 

WHY DEVELOPMENT? 

Christian theology is divided in its 
umlrt tunding of a theology of de­
velopment because it ti divided in its 
understanding of a throlog) of the 
work). It is divided in its understand-

of a theology of the world be-
(&yntinucd on p*tgc 14) 
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(Vervotg van btadsy 2) 
dit is ook besig om die Afrikaaroe 
Kerke stadig maar seker te dwing om 
met *n grottr eerlikheid en openhcid 
as wat tot dusvcr die geval was, ver-
antwoording te doen oor die Christen 
se standpunt Lev. oos huidtge bclcid 
van apartheid (of seJfstandige ontwik-
kcling). Want in sy wesc gaan die hele 
geskil tussen Vorster en Hertzog oor 
die rasaevraagstuk en die Afrikaner se 
bonding <daarteenoor en hoowel die 
oorgrote meerderheid van Afrikaanse 
Kerklidmate wat Nationaal-gesind is 
(N.P. sowel as H.N.P.) dit raiskien 
nog nie besef nie, is God besig om in 
hierdie tyd ons hele Afrikanervolk te 
toets aan hierdie cc-n maatstaf; hoe 
verantwoord jy jou politieke sienswyse 
oor apartheid in die lig van die Skrif? 

Tot dusver hel die N.G. Kcric dil 
nog onlwyk om enige duidelike ant* 
woord op die vraag te gee. Sewentig 
kcrklcicrs, feoloe, geesteftkes en 
Christenlidmate het onlangs hulle 
antwoord gebied in die Christelike 
Verkie^ingsmanifes — 'n manifes wat 
sumitfior pn mot vcrwagting verwerp 
is deur leiers van die N.G, Kerk. 
Maar God slaap nie: wat hierdie 
marine weier om as Christelike uit-
ilaging en vermaning te aanvaar om-
dat dil dan sogenaamd Tan „Iinks' 
kom, gaan ocn van die dae — bale 

S>u — as uitdaging en ononfwyk-
arc toets van „regs" kom. Die N.H. 

Kerk liet in hierdie stryd om rasse-
^regtigheid al lankal gekies — en 
taur sy keusn die pad vir die stig-
t:i.g van die Herstigto Nasionale 
Puity voorberei- Die N.G, Kerk hink 
nos up twee gedagi«* omdal in sy 
horaeiti die twee botsende sienswy^es 
nog albei gdherberg en verbcrg word. 
Daarvan is een van die bestc bewyse 
die feit dat twee opeenvolgende re-
dakteurs van Die Kerkhode die een 
na rega (Dr. A, P . Treurnicht na 
Ifaafstad) en die ander na die vorste 
regs (Dr. W. Lubbo na Die Afri­
kaner } beweeg het. Albei beroep 
hulle op hulle Calvinistiese egtheid 
m gereformeerdheid Icr Rawing en 
ondcrsUHining van hulle pOlilteke 
sieninge. Tussen hierdie twee sie* 
ningt* sal die N.G. Kerk vroeer of 
later inoct kies. Tussen hierdie twee 
siemnge word die lidmatc van die 
Afrikaanse Kerke wat kiesers is, ge* 
vra of gedwing om op 22 April to 
kies. As die Afrikaanse Kerke getrou 
was in onvoordelike gehoorsaamheid 
aan die tig van Gods Woord. sou 
hulle hulle T id male moes opgeroep 
het om by aflbei hierdie valse aan-
*|>rnkn van Meg Calvinistiese en ge* 

(Vervotgop bladsy II) 

A Crisis of Conscience 
Rhodesian Bishops 

In June last year, before the Rhodesian Referendum, Church leaden ad* 
dressed a message and appeal to the Christian people of Rhodesia in which they 
said: "The Christian faith involves a concern for every human relationship. This 
includes the relationship created by life together within one political body under 
one government. We cannot therefore agree with those who say that Christianity 
has nothing to do with politics. A country which professes to uphold and defend 
Christian principles most always be willing to let its political life be examined 
and judged in the light of God** will." 

In the same month the five Catholic Bishops of Rhodesia also issued a 
pastoral message entitled "A Call to Christians". The Bishops issued on 17th 
March another argent pastoral message which we print in full. The situation in 
Rhodesia is so similar to that of South Africa that we think it a message equally 
applicable to us in South Africa as we face a general election and a similar crisis 
of conscience. 

Before the Referendum last June, we spoke to you in a brief Pastoral 
Message entitled. "A Call to Christians**, about possible dangers to the Church 
and her mission, contained in rite proposal** fur a new Constitution for Rho* 
desia. Our worst fears seem now to have been realised; laws have heen passed 
Which have precipitated a most serious crisis for the Church in this country. • 
Further legislation of a similar character is contemplated. * It is our duty to 
inform you of this crisis, to fell you how you are or may be involved in it. and 
to ask you for your assistance in averting the dangers consequent on it. 

The crisis we speak of is a mailer of concern for all Christians* It is in a 
special sense the affair of rite laity, "fellow*workers for the truth'5 (3 John 8 ) , 
who have the duty to penetrate and perfect with the spirit of the Gospel the 
world in whidh they live- s 

What has happened is this; new legislation is bringing lo a close the 
honourable and fruitful tradition of understanding and co-operation which has 
hitherto existed between Church and State in Rhodesia. Henceforth, the Church 
shall merely be tolerated and mtfy be permitted to exercise her mission only 
within audi limits as Government Ministers see fit to determine. 4 T h e liberty 
of the Church to move freely among the people has been set aside in principle, 
and the missionary who is sent to teach all nations may henceforth exercise his 
apostolic function on sufferance only, where and when and for as long as he 
is issued by the State with a permit to do s o . s 

The right to freedom of association for the purpose of workup of Almighty 
God according to one's conscience has, as a principle, also been set aside, and 
people of one race or colour may be forbidden to frequent the churches of 
their faith outside their own prescribed racial areas. * It may well be that we 
shall also be denied, in violation of our conscience, the right to educate in 
our schools Whomsoever we will. We may even be forced by regulation to refuse 
hospital beds lo anyone not of the race approved in thai area.* Priests and 
nuns and leaching brother* may have 10 be segregated in their communities 
according to their racial orgins. 6 The whole future of the Church in Ithodesia 
is thus al stake. 

This U your problem as well as ours; your conscience ought lo be as much 
burdened as our own; your obligation to confess Christ before mm as clear-cut 
as your bishops'. As Christians, none of 18 can be indiFfrrctil; we cannot accept 
all this and say or do nothing in reply. When the first apostles were commanded 
by the civil authority to be silent and no longer to preach and teudh in the 
name of Jesus tftey bad in conscience tn answer: 4*We must obey God rather 
than men" (Acts 5, 29) . We, your Bishops, cannot do other than they: for your 
part neither can you* Discriminatory laws have now bcrji enacted which arc 
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contrary to Christian faith. This we cannot accept. They touch the very central 
leaching of our faith, the Incarnation. Our Divine Lord in becoming man 

bound the whole human race lo Himself a* a family through a supernatural 
solidarity* and chose to identif) Himself with men rhat He takes as done to 
Himself* in hurt or in love, whatever we d o to our fellow-men, even th r least. 

For this reason, " thr ground b removed from any Theory or practice Which 
leads to a distinction hctween men or peoples in the matter of human dignity 
and the. rights which [low from it. Consequently, the Church reject* a* foreign 
to the mind of Christ any discrimination agaiiml men or harassment of them 
because of their race, colour, condition of life or religion." • This is the teach­
ing of the Church, assembled in the Second Vatican Council. l i t i s is what 
conscience compels us to practise. 

Let us make our position absolutely clear; When we speak of the Church a 
miasion lo permeate and elevate society, there is no question of our entering 
into the field of politics. TTiis is not our intention. What we a re saying is that 
fhe whole community is to he renewed through Christ 's command of love, 
"which is the basic law of human perfection and hence of the world's trans­
formation." *° 

The Church is not committed lo any particular form of government or to 
any political party. Her greatest desire is that in her mission of service and 
reconciliation, in pursuit of the welfare of all, she mny he able to develop herself 
freely under any kind of government, which grants recognition to m e basic 
rights of person and family, and to the demands of the common good. n 

This fundamental freedom is now endangered. Our liberty to perform our 
mission of service to all sections of the community and to carry out our work 
of reconciliation has been grievioush restricted. Like the first apostles, we ore 
now compelled to declare: "We must obey God rather than men." t Acts 5^291. 
We cannot in conscience and wilt not in practice accept any limitation of our 
freedom to deal with all people, irrespective of race, as members of the one 
human family, as our brothers in Christ, and in the spirit demanded by Him 
who said: "By this shall all men know rhat you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another" (John 13, 35>. 
i Constitution Act, No. 54 of 7969: Lnnri Tenure Ac!, Nut 55 of 1960. 

• Property Owners* Bill. 
a Second Vatican Council; Decree on llic Apostolutc ol llie Laity, pantKrapfa 5. 
4 Land Tenure Act No 55 of 1969: *cctiou> II, 24 and 7*> 

• Ibidem: sections II, 15. 17. 19. JO. u.2+ JQ. 31. 33, £4 And 36 

• Ibidem: sections J, I i t i i ^ n d 38 

T Ibidem: sections 17. ia j l and ,u 
• Hudem: section* u , 15. 17. ift » . 24. *fc 31. 33 and 34. 
• Second Vatican Council. Declaration on the Relationship of the Church to Xon-

Christian Religions, paragraph 5 

"> Second Vatican Counetl, Pas lont Constitution on (he Church in the Modern 
World, paragraph 38. 

>i Ibidem: Paragraph 42, 

(Vcrvolg van btadsy 10) 
reformeerde" politieke standpunte 
verby le s lap en hulle sleun te gee 
aan die eg Bvbehte standpunte van 
die Christehke Vcrftiesingsmanife*. 
Maar omdat hulle dit nie doen nie, 
gaan duisende lidmate van a He kerke 
in Suid-Afrika die verkicsing tege-
moet met Tn verdeelde gees, *n ver-
warde gemoed, en "n verdwaalde gc-
voM wat net tot akade kan strck van 
Coda Komnkryk. En voordat ons nic 
onhevrees die Bybelsc standpunt oor 
Kcrk en staat, Christen en politick 
verkondig en bevestig dear woord en 
daad nie, sal die vcrwarring tocneam, 

die verdceldheid verergcr — en word 
so die grand voorbervi vir *n to ta l i tor 
gesagstaat waarin die blanke se poli­
tieke regie ernstig bedreig gaan word 
en die nie-blanke se verontrrgtc posi-
sic nog vcrder vcrcrger gaaa word. 
Daarom die dringendc, ernstig« be-
roep op elkc Christen wat as kjestr 
o p 22 April na die stemtms gaan! Iaat 
a stem nie net *n stem van protes wees 
teen alle rasse-onreg en diskriminasie 
op grand van kleur nie, maar 00k *n 
profettesc stem wat die pad aandui 
na *n samclcwingsvoirn waarin daar 
geiykc gclccnthede gebied word aan 
alle inwoocn van Said-Afriks. 

(Vmrnig w* K 4) 

minasie tussen hulle in die arbi trere 
erkrnning van regte op grand van 
k leur ras. godsdicn* of gcsUg alleen, 
goed en volgens die wil van God is — 
al moot God self in sy laaste oordecl 
don 00k dien as voorbeeld van hoe 
daar in ons landspolitiek gediakri* 
neer moet word; dit vra pertinent 
van my om my oc te shiit vir wat 
ktaar soos die daglig is, nl. dat 'n 
politick van rasse-apartheid, om vun 
„regverdige ra^sc-aparthcid*1 nie ccna 
te praat n ie . in ons land prakties on-
ui t toerbaar i s ; dit vra pertinent van 
my om as goed te aanvaar dat die 
waardtgheid \^n v d e landaburgers 
van wee die pogings om hierdie be-
leid in die praktyk toe te pas, aangc-
las, gekrcnk en gc^kaad word; dit 
vra pertinent van mv om te g!o dat 
daar 'n bybelse gebod van selfliede is 
wat groepselfsug en die eensydige be-
vordering van aeksioncle belange in 
die politick 'n goddelike vereistc 
maak. Met een woord: dit vra per* 
tinent van my ora t e gio in "n evan­
gelic wat geen evangelic i s nie, wat 
a ie evangelic van Christus op basiese 
punte presiea in ay teendeel omkeer. 

Hoc enige Christen tot so 'n offer 
tic re id kan wees, ts vir my nie duide-
lik nie* Ek beslis nic, al moet ck my 

wgcreformeerdheidw vir gocd tccn 
hierdie weiering inraiL Dan staan ek 
nog liewer as fn „heiden" bekend* 
Want liewer "n Maparthcidshcidcn** 
met Christus as *n ^gerefonneerdc** 
aparrbeidsgclowige sonder Christus. 

Maar dan rus daar no% op die on-
gereformeerde aparrheid^heidene *n 
dure verpligting. Die Hefde vir Qiris* 
lus en vir ons landgenote eis dit van 
ORf* Die opstellers van die Chriate-
like Verkiwingmanifes het iets van 
hierdie vcrpligting probeer uitvocr, 
O I H kan ten minste darem nog ons 
grtuienis Iaat hoor . Minder a5 dit 
mag ons nie doen nie, U , ieser, is 
dit aan u medr-kieaer verskuldig ora 
hum te herinner aan wat vanjaar 
weer in werklikheid van horn by die 
•tembtw verwag word, aan wat die 
keuie in werklikheid is w a a n o o r hy 
pestel word, Hierdie verkie^ingsmani-
fes was n poging om u daarin behulp* 
Mam te wees en u kan self daarvan 
gebruik maak om medc-Christene, tot 
wie dit nog nie deurgedring het woar-
oor dit werklrk gann nie, se oe daar* 
voor te probeer oopmaak. Met die 
brief van dr . Lee aan Die Kerkhade 
\ a n I I Maart 1070, kan u dit illus-
trecr. 
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DISREGARDED PEOPLE - A REVIEW 
— NADINE GORDIMER and DAVE ADLER 

For some yean and particularly recently there have been disturbing reports about the removal and resettlement of 
Africans in the name of Apartheid; particularly so-called "Black Spots* removals. Glimpses of arbitrary expropriation, con­
fusion, discomfort, inadequate facilities, official callousness, starvation and insufficient avenues of employment have come 
through in reports on places such as Charlestown, Limehilt, Stinkwater, Morsgat and Kuruman. 

I t has been officially announced thai such removals were taking place, indeed the government regularly announces 
with pride that Apartheid is succeeding and that "Black Spots" are rapidly disappearing. Consequently the question arose 
of how such removal was taking place and under what conditions, and to what places people arc moved, and the conditions 
there. 

Father Cosmas Desmond, one of those who were involved in the exposure of the Limehill removal, decided to find 
out. After travelling over 20,000 miles and speaking to hundreds of people he has produced a startling book describing 
many removals. And, he suspects, there arc many more. 

The contents of the book, entitled "Discarded People", are stunning in their description of removals and the indif­
ferent, often callous, conditions under which people are removed. The book is sometimes difficult to read; sometimes 
because of the shock of actually reading of an incident or removal, but also because of necessary repetition. As each 
removal is described, the same wearying, dreary and upsetting picture emerges — a huge chess game, with 15 million 
Africans made pawns. 

If the book makes the reader question the morality of apartheid and shudder at the inhumanities practised in its 
name, does it not force the reader to consider how much more inhuman the players of apartheid are made by the game? ft 
also, by down-to~eartih comment, exposes the myth of apartheid in that there ts obviously no provision of "equalness* in 
its application. Two emerging facts are of special interest. 

First, that Africans suffer restriction in their own "homelands1' as they do in "While Areas". Their movement is 
curtailed, as are their rights to freedom of speech and land ownership. 

Secondly, that resettlement of these people has resulted in their by and large being situated further from sources 
of employment, and therefore more Africans are becoming migrant labourers, and being forced into the migrant labour 
system, which has been roundly condemned. 

Father Desmond makes no large claims for his book. Although he does quote from reliable official sources it is 
simply an account of what he has seen. He explains that an approach was made to the Bantu Affairs Department so that 
a proper study could be made, and that permission was first granted conditionally (in that all material was to be sub­
mitted to the Department before publication) and subsequently even this permission was withdrawn. It goes without 
saying that for the truth of the contents of Father Desmond's book to be effectively repudiated, the government must allow 
independent and free scientific investigation to take place. 

Father Desmond has pioneered the way to a greater concern for those affected by this aspect of the Apartheid 
master plan. It is encouraging to see churchmen taking an active role in this, hut the book begs the question of what future 
action is to be taken. 

So that you may gain more of an idea of the book, the Preface to it, written by Nadine Gordimer, is here repro­
duced in full* 

Father Cosmas Desmond qura-
liuiied whether he was fhe best quali­
fied person to undertake the research 
for mid write this book, and 1 began 
by asking myself whether I was in 
any way qualified to write u foreword 
lo it. We were both wrung; as citi* 
zens of South Africa the subject is 
our responsibility, and a8 human be­
ings it is our concern. If, reading his 
book, you question your right and re­
sponsibility to judge the fads set out 
before you, remember thai the same 

applies to you. 
You know well enough to rat when 

you're hungry, don't you? To ulo^o 
Hie doors find lum on the beater 
when you re cold? To choose u place 
to live at u rent you can afford, uu 
u transport route convenient to your 

interests? — That is all the expertise 
needed lo judge the reasonable needs 
uf any fellow human being. Forget 
about his colour or "what be was 
used lo" ; he hungers, thirsts, and 
innst work for his living just as you 
do. It is too easy for us lo shelter 
behind the analyses of the behavi* 
oural sciences, that serves lo ration­
alise the Americans '*hamlotM system 
in Viet i\am as the "reMruduring of 
society ralher limn the Waging of 
war. and the cryplo-behavioural 
theory of apartheid that rationalises 
arbitrary resettlement in South Af­
rica on the premise that affinity of 
skin colour and race overrides all 
oilier human needs. Our separate de­
velopment planner* have explained 
at length why coinimuiilies are 

moved. This book sets out dispassion­
ately to give that information; after 
reading it, I do tiot think there could 
be any render who does not find him­
self turning Inick to the planners with 
bis own tmeafiOJl) asking why — 
why should people have lo live like 
this in a prosperous country al 
pence? U there any aim or gain that 
could be worth it? 

T H E DESIGN — GRAND? 
• 

Yel whatever else the separate de­
velopment resell lenient scheme lacks 
• - and what a forlorn and <;demrt 
reality, recorded, 4MlHftt$ltjgV8r that 
follow, lArlJHJ^uhdtailCCsuf^lttil lffghi 
^oiiuding* cottCr|»t;rr'jb dftcs'JtrtlJaek 
;i4wI«Kijrt3-Mi;im» tire MO!ionly i O&tith 
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cummitted to the Grand Design of 
apartheid, bu! also tliose a rowed to 
U'hite Leadership *ith Justice, and 
even M>mr wiio flunk of themselves 
as the new Hard edge librraU a* dis» 
tmcl from tliosc who ohsoletely refuse 
lu l u n g their focus down lo enlight­
ened *elf-intcrc*l. The Grand Design 
apologists' argument requires an acl 
at faith that, once one has read this 
hook "f never before, become* a blaa-
idicmy no human being can be* 
iieve thai it could be God'* will thai 
the while man's way of life be se­
cured apart al the price of these 
Morsgals. Mnxeshas and Weenens. 
Other apo)ugi*-t« bam? themselves on 
secular ground* and in the case uf 
the Hard-edge liberals, are more and 
more inclined to invoke historical and 
even j-political precedents for the 
uprooting of communities Dodging 
about among the centuries and coun­
tries it is true that one may prove 
that South Africa is not the only or 
die first country in the »or!d to lift 
pf*iiplfa out t)i then homes Bod \ob* 
and dump them elsewhere. I have 
heard quoted as roufchly analogous 
to tlie South Africun practice, the 
rrealment of Irish labourers in Eng­
land in the 19th Century, and con­
temporary attempt* lo resettle de* 
populated areas in Southern Italy. 

EAST OF HOMELANDS 

In particular, the term rfeceirtrofua-
turn has a sober ring of necessity and 
impartiality about it; bul it simply 
cannot be invoked with honesty or 
accurac) lo define a polic\ of remov­
als first and last by tne colour of the 
communities in question rather than 
their density. Its logic falls down com­
pletely when the community 5s moved 
from a place where people had em­
ploy men! to another where no em­
ployment exists. If precodents of one 
Kind and another will serve to justify 
the deliberate bringing oboul of con* 
ditions of life described in Father 
Desmond's account, I offer one of my 
tmn: " - . . Families were ordered 
to move just before die sowing sea* 
son, making it impossible for them 
to plant any seeds that year, while 
others were ordered to move just be-
fore the harvest* Man) farm houses 
*eem to have been destroyed before 

Ereparations had been nude for the 
irmers" relocation- . , . We issue 

*mnH subsidy funds and severe orders 
telling them to move to a designated 
location by such and such a dote and 
that this is :!••• hist order. But it is 
Ion miserable to watch HIP farmers 

destroying their accustomed house*, 
and lo see innocent babies wrapped 
in rag* and smiting on carts that are 
rarrving the hou*W*old goods away. 
A few day?* ago a piH of siiteen or 
seventeen made me weep by coming 
lo My office . * . and kneeling down 
to hep me to spare her house. She 
said. "Do we really have to tear down 
otir house . , .?* She had walked a 
long way to town, lliitiking* 'If I 
nakad riie councillor, something could 
he done." Watching the bony back of 
the little girl who was (piietly led out 
by the office boy. I closed my eyes 
and told myself, "You will go to 
hell." . , . The programme was 
forced through mercilessly, inhu­
manely, without emotion. , . . these 
hamlets were buih with • • . tear* 
and *we*|/* 

A IWntu Affairs Department offi­
cial speaking? A Father Desmond? 
\ missionary? Some compassionate 

person dtstribut lug blankets and 
medicine lo a Lunch ill? None of 
thev\ The pa r age comes from the 
Secret Report of Hie Office of In­
formation of the Government of Man* 
chukuo, April 1939. aiid the official 
in dharge of removal* who told him­
self "^ou will go to hell" was a 
Japanese. 

MANIPULATING T H E 
POWERLESS 

Yes il has been done before, if 
perhaps never on the same scale, and 
certainly never for the sole reason 
of putting a distance between people 
of one skin colour and another. But 
»hat does precedence prove? That 
jn the >n:ifihl richest country in Af* 
rrra. in rhe seventh decade of the 
2Ctrli (lentury, choosing u> manipulate 
the lives of a voteless and powerless 
indigenous majority in accordance 
with u theory of colour preference, 
we are reproducing the living condi­
tion! of 19th Century European 
famine victims allotted to labour 
imder sufferance in another country; 
the conditions of an indigenous Far 
Ka*tern population under foreign in* 
voders thirty years ago? "Hurt in a 
work) with a vast rcfupee problem 
still unsolved from Hie last world 
war and the lesser ones that have 
succeeded it. wet who have never suf­
fered the destruction of our own soil 
and cities, have created encampments 
of peuple living like the homeless re* 
fupees of Palestine* llinfm and Viet 
Nam. 

I do not understand the comfort 
and release from guilt lo he found in 

putting other peoples sufferings — 
those of our follow South Africans, 
and others, even further out of #ipht 
— on the settle and finding a bjljnce. 
For all *liittB N>uth Africans - from 
the Grand Design apologists, in what* 
ever order you mink ju*I* down 
through the upholders of White Lead-
rrrfhip wirh Justice, the Hard- and 
Sift edge liberal*, the label-less mass, 
and certainly not excluding myself 
and nut even excluding Father Des­
mond and the group! of churchmen 
IIMI private citizen* who have done 

so much to hring succour to the vic­
tims of resettlement — it is surely 
only |H*$rblc to say of these victims: 
"It is enough that they alurw u* ithat 
we have made uf them for us lo 
realise what we have nude i4 our­
selves." I Jean-Paul Sartre)*, 

BREAD AND LATRINE 
ISSUE 

The |*hy sical condition* of life 
described in this book are such an 
appalling desolation thai one is almost 
tiuahle to think heyund breud and 
hilrmes. That is to say, the sense of 
urgency one feds on behalf of people 
Wfaow si niggle for rxisience has been 
reduced to a search for wood to make 
a lire, a bucket of clean nater to 
drink, 20 cents to pay a husfarc to a 
clinic, is inclined to set the mind 
solely on ameliorating such unthink­
able concrete hardrfiips. Nothing 
frems lo matter but thai people 
>tnHild be quickly fed, housed, given 
the opportunity to work. Indeed it 
is this distress of urgency, brought 
about from time to time before this 
book was published, by newspaper 
accounts of resettlement conditions 
in the few areas that came to open 
attention, that has led the public of 
Jobunnrshurg — for mnniple — to 
do whnl has become known as "open­
ing its heart" to puur forth from the 
cornucopia of white plenty, blankets, 
food, medicine, to warm, feed and 
tend the tcnt-and-lnnrl black "towns"1. 
One can only be thankful, in die 
name of common humanity, that they 
do ao» But, in the name of common 
humanity, how do people manage to 
clo*e their minds to the implications 
of the resettlement policv while at the 
vjrnr lime ^opening their h w r t s " to 
ii< callous and inevitable results? 

Setting aside reflections on the 
morality of charity in rite context of 
South Africa, the p a g M n p a g e ac* 
count of die lack of basic physical 
necessities in vilhgc after village, 

(Continued on page IT) 
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(Continued from page 9) 

cause it is divided in its understand* 
ing of a theology of the incarnation. 

Were development to mean only 
giving the necessities of life, there 
would be no problem. Tor the Lord 
gave Ins commandment to love one 
unother and his injunction to feed 
the hungry and water the thirsty-
And after all, aid to ensure a viable 
economic growth rale, is just this 
on an extended scale. 

Bui given our wider definition of 
development, what are the roots of 
any theology of development? "In 
the beginning God created". He cre­
ated man and his world. In the first 
account of creation he gave man the 
charge to conquer the earth. In the 
second account of creation he nettled 
man in the garden to cultivate it and 
lo take care of it. And Cod saw that 
this was good. Man is to be lord of 
the earth under the Lordship of God, 
Man thus .stands over against nature 
in the same way a* God stands over 
against man. Cod names man and 
gives him meaning. Man names 
things *ind give* them meaning. No 
limits are s«t on man's dominion 
over nature other than usurpa* 
tion of ultimate power. Nature whidi 
is made available to man's creativity 
is not something given once for all 
but a process capable of develop* 

met it. 

Man is responsible to use Ins 
stewardship of nature to make pos* 
sible a fuller human life for all man* 
kind. Irt rhis way he regains his ori* 
gina'l God-gvvcn destiny for which 
Christ died and has risen. For re* 
df*mption also concerns nature in that 
the redeemer acts to bring creation 
into its still hidden destiny* the new 
creation. According to Romans 8:20, 
man has a priestly function towards 
the whole of nature. 

INCARNATIONAL THEOLOGY 

The iticarnation of the Word reveals 
anew that what God looked on and 
saw as good remains good* even 
under marts primordial fall, and 
man's tdsk of transforming this world 
and shaping it to hi* uses is likewise 
confirmed. For Christ took unto hini* 
self the whole of our humanity and 
thereby sanctified soul, body, sense, 
and the extension of man into space; 
and lime. It is the totality of nature 
that received (Col. 1:5) aanctificatioa 

through the aaviour*S humanity, cru­
cified and risen. Jesus developed that 
humanity in himself to its fullest po-
tmtialilios. It was in and through his 
own personal history of Bethlehem, 
Galilee, and Jerusalem that Christ ac­
complished his salvific task. 

This therefore is the sign to us that 
all properly human development in 
all its dimensions is a thing of God: 
man is destined to be more fully man. 
And insofar as having more is neces­
sary lo bring more, material progress 
is good. It is good, too, because it is 
or can he a manifestation of thai spe­
cificity of man as imago Det> which 
is to be spirit, free, responsible, and 
creative. The incarnation, in a word, 
confirms man's vocation to co-operate 
in Gods creativity. 

It must in this light appear on 
aberration to think of this world as 
a place of ex He or something to be 
bypassed as far as possible, as only 
a place in which to work out our 
final destiny as if it were of no sig­
nificance in iUelf. Surely it would be 
a false reading of Scripture to see 
in the command to feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, and shelter the roof­
less (ML 25;3i) merely tests by 
which a final determination of sheep 
and goats might be effected. Quite 
the contrary, these works of social 
service are required because God 
wants a world in which men Ifve in 
decency and reasonable comfort. 

Salvation, then, is explicitly tied 
lo developing this world. This should 
come as no surprise: Isaiah, Amos, 
and other Old Testament prophets 
consistently tied "knowing God'* and 
receiving his "kindness*1 to the doing 
of the works of justice. In this respect 
the New Testament only confirms the 
Old: the humanizalion of life has 
religious value in itself, for the com­
mand lo feed the hungry is categori­
cal and unconditional. The task com­
manded is nothing short of providing 
for the world's present population 
and the billions yet to come. This will 
demand the creation of the social, 
economic, and political structures of 
society needed to accomplish this vast 
task. Our lov^ in a word, must be 
creative charity. If wo are admon­
ished here that the works of charity 
are efficacious for salvation only as 
grounded in Christ and not erected 
simply on man's potential of freedom, 

wo freely acknowledge this. If we are 

reminded further that Christ will 
work his own final transformation, 
wc can only agree. Nevertheless, it 
remains true, first, thai the works of 
charity are man's; second, lhatt as 
John the Evangelist assures us, 
Christ's final renewal of this world 
has its anticipation in the temporal 
order. 

SOME IMPLICATIONS 
FOR THE CHURCHES 

If the Church in reality sees its 
function as service to the world, while 
living in the world and not apart 
from it (a euntes docetes and not a 
funga mundi) then the following are 
BOOK of the implications: 

(i) the Church as an organ of in­
stitutionalised criticism should at all 
times offer a clear critique of poli­
cies, of structures, of what is done 
and what is not done in the secular 
sphere 

(ii) the Church should re-examine 
the basic objectives of its own pro­
grammes and budgets in the light of 
the urgent tasks of nation-building in 
developing countries. It should re­
view these in order to ascertain 
whether they promote fundamental 
social justice or are only marginal 
palliatives. A recent survey by Dr. 
Hichard Dickenson concluded that 
most are in fact traditionalist, i.e. 
schools and hospitals without any 
new pioneering work 

(jii) in its own programmes and 
projects the Church should imple­
ment the following principles: 

(a) human development; enabling 
both persons and societies to realise 
the full potential of human life in 
social Justice, self-reliance and eco­
nomic growth 

(b) provision for comprehensive 
programmes and for specific projects 
seen in the perspective of national 
and regional needs 

(c) distribution of power with 
shared division making 

(iv) die Church should initiate a 
systematic investigation into the atti­
tudes of its people towards develop­
ment, and towards the peoples and 
problems of the Third World 

(v) churches should contribute not 
less than 2% of their total inromc 
towards development projects and 
programmes. This amount should be 
over and above the amount spent on 
mission and other programmes. 
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(<Umtmu€J fram H£* *) 
be 2 member of the Christian Insti­
tute. ^ i i d i i% an organisation of in* 
dividual Christians. 

Four days ofler the original report 
in flic Traiuvaler another report ap­
peared in Hin sumc paper in which 
il was inlinmled thai the "secessi­
onist/" from AI HA (I presume seces­
sionists, although the general secre­
t i n of AICA nad to dale of writing 
received no letter? of resignation or 
withdrawal of churches from AICA > 
may get help fiom the X.C. Kerk. 

fn the light of such possible ex­
pansion of this work, I thought it 
useful lo ask and answer some ques­
tions: 

QUESTIONS 

Is there room for more than one 
organisation to work in a field of this 
nature? 

Lp to now 308 churches have 
joined AICA. We know that in I960 
there were 2200 churthe* and many 
pursues hat* been nu<de about pre* 
sent numbers. 308 out of 2200 ia 
clear enough evidence that rhe field 
ifi not adequately covered, presuming 
thai all 22(H) churches feel t4ic same 
need for some form of theological 
training. But there are other reasons 
aim why this work may require addi­
tional agencies. Churches differ 
greatly in theological orientation and 
may differ in their political outlook. 
Furthermore, work of thia nature 
needs targe financial subsidies ami 
additional agencies can make a wel­
come contribution. 

But agencies working In this field 
• a r t be clear on some other points 
as well 

( i l The history of the African In­
dependent Churches has been one of 
fragmentation. I wonder whether 
there is an Independent Church 
which has not either liad a secession 
in its own ranks or did not itself 
secede from anotfier group. The fac­
tors causing fragmentation arc many 
and varied, and I have mentioned 
some alrrady. Missions are not with­
out blame either. The example set in 
Africa in missionary endwvour was 
that of a divided and fragmented 
churefv each fragment trying to make 
it dear why it was proclaiming the 
true Christian fahh, 

\CTicn work like that of AICA is 
started no one should assume that 
suddenly all the rivalries, jealousies, 
hatreds or whuteverT will have disap­

peared. Wotliug l a g t d m often 
brings old enemies face to face, hos­
tile groups which had partially re­
solved their antagonism hy parting 
and staying well parted. Coming tn-

!

;ether not only renews old rivalries 
ml fdeUMM ihmn in now power 

ulruggles. No group will benefit if 
DOW agencies rutrr this work as sup* 
purlers of one rival group against 
another. And Cod forbid that any 
White ageno diould rnter this work 
because their ultimate aim is to hit 
at anorher While group. 

Agencies entering this field should 
be extremely careful not to bring the 
divisions of denominations into the 
cdrcidy fragmented Independent 
Churches. In this situation where frag­
mentation is one of the main prob­
lems^ a witness of reconciliation is 
needed, not an example of farther di-

Agencies giving help to the Afri­
can Independent Churches should 
have a very clear understanding of 
their objectives And bow they wish 
l0 attain those objectives. Such under-
standing can only come, so it seems 
to me, if the agencies co-operate 
closely in planning, share all infor­
mation and mutually trust each other. 
Agency rivalry will be the greatest 
disservice ye* rendered to the African 
independent Oiufches. 

(iii There is another point which 
I consider of great importance for 
any agency working in this field. The 
African Independent Churches have 
been able to develop independently 
of the historical mission churches. 
Agencies entering this field come in 
as service agencies, serving Christ by 
serving the African Independent 
Churches* Agencies should not try to 
direct or control the work. This con­
trol and direction can sometimes be 
exercised almost unwittingly by con­
trolling and directing the finances, 
Agrncies should even bow arc of that 
subtle danger. True, in theory this 
is easy to say; in practice it becomes 
a nightmare of discipline — und what 
discipline has not at times become 
momentarily lax. ^ct I believe this 
nutter to be of paramount import­
ance for the following reasons: 

(at The Christian faith is not bound 
to one cultural framework or 
even conceptual structure. Too 
often in South Africa a Christian 
convert has also had to become 
a "Westerner'* at least when 
living up to expected behaviour. 

fn the lnde|»erident Churches 
there has been an opportunity 
for rhe Christian faith to find 
**xpres*ion in forms other than 
those of White European culture. 
(This is not denying the fact 
thai no African in Soiuli Africa 
remains unaffected or uninflu­
enced by the White man's cul­
ture). Thin opportunity to de­
velop new unorthodox forms of 
expression should not be hin­
dered. 

The task of an agency should be 
to ^er\e the African Indrpent 
Churches, not fo make mem 
more like the mission churches; 
find il should never aim at bring­
ing them back into the fold of 
rhc Mission Church. 

There is much that the White 
churches and the mission 
churches can learn from the Af­
rican Independent Churches We 
should not despise the un«oplris-
lication tltat often accompanies 
rheir form of worship. (Should 
the Independent Churches be 
forced hack into our particular 
furms of expressing our faith, we 
of the Historical Churches may 
also lose), 

(b) My second reason for be­
lieving that an agency 4>ould 
cume in as servant, and not mas­
ter, is that in the African Inde-
C i d e n t Churches Africans have 

ml avenues for exercising 
their own initiative and leader­
ship. This should not br taken 
from them. An agency's ta*k is 
to bring "know-how" to leaders, 
but without taking away their 
initiative or minimize their 
leadership qualities. An agency 
should enable churches and 
their leaders to make their own 
decisions concerning their work, 
not to make decisions for them. 

It seems In me thai work of this 
kind >ii(*iili| keen all these factors in 
mind and should operate within their 
framework. 

PITFALLS 

Finally, I would like to discuss 
briefly some of the problems involved 
in this woric. It may help others to 
be aware of the pitfalls and possibly 
help them to avoid unnecessary 
I rouble*. 

file:///CTicn


16 P R O V E R I T A T E April 15 April 

1. One of rhc greatest problems we 
ha\t Irad lo face has been tlir 
problem of the exercising of 
p i . w r . \M"A \i2* become more 
rlian a programme lor theological 
training- To those who have be-
come deeply involved in the work 
of ,\M*A il has also become an 
avenue through which status and 
rrcognHion can be achieved in 
African and South African So­
ciety. Together with statu* and 
recognition goes the opportunity 
t o hold power in a wider sphere 

than one's particular church. 

To be true man i* lo have "s ta tus" 
and to hold "power" . That mean*, 
to he recognised as someone im­
portant and to be given the op­
portunity to exercise his abilities. 

There i s no denying that many of 
the activities at AICA confer­
ences have centered around "sta­
tus" and "power" , rather than 
around the immediate needs of 
rhurd ie* as they appeared on the 
agenda papers . In a gamble for 
statu* and power there a r e always 
Hie winners, but unfortunately 
also the losers. 

P . C. Lloyd makes a remark in 
his book "Africa in Social 
Ohange" thai aptly expresses the 
reactions of some AICA leaders. 

He writes: 

' T h e n u n wlw fails lo achieve 

hi* aspiration* at tr ibutes his 
lack of succew to the hostility, 
overt o r covert, of his near 
kin. This attitude is displayed 
todav when young men who 
•Jo not pass examinations 
ascribe their failure to the 
plots of jealous relative* 
rather than lo their own lack 
of abil i ty/1 (p . 4 5 ) , 

Democracy has the unique ability 
of making those out of power feel 
that, "nest time round**, the tabic* 
may be turned. AICA has tried 
hard to be democratic in election? 
to ensure that leaders do not des­
pair about their chances in future 
elections. Whether AICA has 
achieved this is not clear. That 
some hatfe sought help from Ds. 
Nico van I-oggerenberg seems to 
imply that they have despaired — 
but will backing them solve the 

problem brought about by a 
• tntpglr for statu* and power? 

W H A T L E V E L ? 

2. Another problem we face is how 
to meet the needs of the churche? 
in short enough time so thai 
chtirdies do not become discour* 
aped, hut on a lrigh enough level 
so that the need is truly met. 
Il appears that one of the group 

Clainls the dissident group 
rought to Ds. \ i c o van I-ogger* 

enberg was that the Hcfresher 
Courses were not adequate* We 
have at Kcfresher Course* many 
ministers who have had no op­
portunity for formal education 
above the most elementary stand­
ard*. Yet they a re most keen and 
very enthusiastic to Icurn more. 
Do we structure our course for 
such as these — and they often 
appear to form the majority of 
participants al a course — nr do 
we structure a course for the few 
more highly educated men? Or 
should we possibly separate 
courses? — but that mean* more 
financial a id , — and rhat • - -

3, Thirdly we face the problem of 
ministers wanting to become mar­
riage officers. The Government 
requires from them a minimum 
educational level uf Junior Cer­
tificate. It is easy to quicken 
hopes in rhe minds of men with 
Standard 2. that they, too, will 
one day qualify as a marr iage 
officer. Rut how, with all the 
goodwill in the world, do you 
assist a man to fulfil the require­
ments? It is so easy in moments 
of enthusiasm to create impres-
sions that through some wonder­
ful new formula these things will 
be "added unto them", only to 
have lo disillusion them at fl next 
meeting. Speaking through inter­
preters does nol make for better 
communication* Careful state* 
ments so easily become, in trans­
lation* glorious promises; and 
"glorious promises" not kepi 
bring Frustration and deep resent­
ment. 

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E C O U R S E 

4- I mentioned earlier that young 
meti go to training institutions 

and leave their church, ft seemed 
good to us that with the etfab 
lishmenl of a theological college 
al Alice some form of theological 
training should be made available 
lo those who cannot go to college, 
due lo family or church commit­
ment or age. The only possihlr 
means seemed to be through a 
Correspondence Course, Would a 
Correspondence Course fill the 
g a p between the younger college 
generation and an older genera* 
lion in the church? We hoped 
that it would at least take the 
edge off the tension between the 
twit generation*. But how doe* a 
person teach by correspondence 
when men barely read and write? 
Thai, loo. remains one of the un­
resolved problems in the work. 
The partial solution we think may 
be found in modern ways of pre­
senting educational material To 
students. Our course is under wa\ . 
the first "workbooks" for corres­
pondence students a r e at the 
printers. But the full answer, that 
remains to he found. 

A Theological College and a Cor* 
rcspondence Course Itotli seem to 
be of basic importance, and the 
one without the other seems lew 
effective than the two could be 
together. 

Kut what will new agencies in the 
field do. Will they each establish 
their own college nnd their own 
correspondence course, or is it loo 
idealistic lo hope for fruitful col­
laboration in such large and ex­
pensive projects? 

High ideals and many problems! 
That may be the clearest indica­
tion of the need for more people 
to serve in this particular field; 
more people with new ideas on 
how to tackle the work; new con­
tacts with financial resources to 
expand in some areas, more 
people with diverse talents, more 
people to pray for this work — 
all this is greatly needed. 
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(C+mttmuJ fnm page IJJ 

* r t t l rm rn t a f l r r *ettlrraenL Mr i k r * im r 
in l l i ' - l»-|lv. H it |hCK« and I rad* our 
|0 forpet that t l i r re a r r nrt i rr need* 
to f»r *alj<tfird in order to makr l ife 
•uppor tahl r . A f l r r food and «br l t r r 
an- i e a m d . * l i a t t h ru? Suppo*r a l l 
t f l f ~rlt lemeii l9 t lwc r i l i r d in t i l l * hook 

e w n InOH :•-.-_--. iJ«l> Ii.ill 
uorfd?. tin- collection* o f "surp lus 
people , " redundant people", " n o l i , 
product r\e people" llit" de*pr ia le lv 

IMMf BffJL the i l l r p l i m a l e chi ldren 
PDHI rhr I J INHIT | I t i j r r e m of tb r 

f i n i n g m r ment j t l * retarded, d i ^ 
carded out o f m r j O M l » • ) . out o f 
tb r » a i of l i f r i t * r i r *m the * r k | — 
Mt|»|*i*-r a l l rbe*r "*c lo^r * and 'Vtnr r -
£TfK%" and transit <et i | r rnmt* were 
to p r o \ u l r decent Imu- ins and m"*»n* 
abb- -a t t rac t i on >>l t b r ba*ic phy - i r a l 
n m b of l i f r . Suppose, in acknOon, 
no rrseltletnenl wr re to IJ*- set Uf l ife 
h w i l were firwt ji?«ured clmi i l pro­
vided S C C N * I pi . i l i f not better 

anpto\mcfti ilun ma available in tbr 
place f rom wh i rh *u\ conimuj i i tv ua< 
n io ied . Would r r i t v ' t j l * thru 1M* OC-
erp iah l r to tb r conscience and conr 
rnon human i t t o f a *tate H u t dr»iK-
O t t » if«Hf I J i r w i a n j n d democratic 
and j guardian of i h r \ a h i r * »f UV#t-
r m c i \ i l i - J t t ou? 

THE ANSWER? NO! 

I du mil l l i ink l l i r aii itwer can be 
Bnytfifoc hut " n n ' \ Kor even i f tin* 
tualer ial welfare of tbe$e nir i i nod 
Women j n d c b i l d i m vslm are b r i ng 
m o i r d aH| nf l l i r palb of tbr * h i t e 
n u n terrr to IM* M-turrd — and ltOW 
i r m o t r a j M m i h i l i n that i * can be 
* r r n in i b i * hunk l h r \ * *m ld Mi l l 

I»r d rp r i t r d " I -omr th in i : uu i r suahU 
fundamental to tb r t b i b r r j valuta e l 
O i r i ^ t i an j l x . democracy and W r M r m 
r i i i l i s i t m n : i h r r iph l o f man OVBt his 
o n i i p m m Tbn*e K I I O u r j f r on l y l l ia l 
r< mo \aU l»r "bel ter p lanned", carr ied 

•MII "man humanely <how n preoc­
cupat ion w i th m i n i animal IMMHU 

l l ial nitf*t) imir t br WTIIKMI I \u i ca l . 
com in j ! From -* •' j • j >*iiiit«-il pu;irdtnn« 
nf dv i t i scd va l t t r t , 

<*uer one ba* pot over the f i r * l 
4nrrk o f t h r pbxMcal Miffer inp de­
scribed in t b U IMMA one become* in-
r r r * * i f i ^ h m a r e **f c r r t a in ^ ipn* o f 
ano ib r r k ind of *nlf* rinz. There i? 
an apathy, the pecul iar I i5t les5nr» <d 
lack of bopr t h o n n !•> man> peoplr 
m tb r ^-rrb-nir i tu. b<irn o f power l o * -
IIMa to cliariffr ibeir ^ i luat ion by anv 
r f fn r t uf their own . tflKf al l decUinn?* 
abotl l ihr c i rnomlunces of theft lives 
m e made for rbmn. Evf*n lbi*ir fflti-

t j * i r » "| ir*»plr ?aid tbr^ l u d In^ i t 
tu ld that d o p » o u l d b r * H or* them 
i f llir% d tdn I m o \ r * « r r *<» ob%j-
ou*K htnl u f t f i r f rar and h r * i l d e r -
I IUMI! nf uprooted |*ro|de MIH# J t i not 
know bow their I i i e * a i i d pe r ^o f t ^ ^ i l l 
In* dt*pO!M'd of n r \ i , E v m human 
l i f i*. l i o ^ rv rT liurnl' l i- i l Ita*- hrrM. ha? 
u eoNlnH mr thed o l fami l ia r nt jKff i* 
n ice Miciol r r lu l i i i i is l i ips. |uit lerns 
of ao t l r i t ) In relation to rnv i ro iv 
utrt iL <!all it " h o m e " , i l \ o u l ike. To 
I tr l r jn*|M>rtrd out of l l o * on n G.G. 
l o r n mt r n ^ r i i i n i : and pot d n ^ n in 

an imtnha lo t rd place *- to b r a*k**d 
To I H I I U I not nn l \ u*ur «belleT but 
\ ou r » h o l r Iif»- o \ r r , i £ i t n . f rom 
scratch, 

IHr the h u n d r r d * of tbou^and^ H I I O 

are bav in * t h u r \ p e n e n c r fo rc rd 
upon them, ther r i l no appeal . 

\^ fot n*. 111*- * bite |»eople o f 
Sonrh \ f r i cu i l uur hearts uere 
i-vri rrul ly to be opened neriiaps all 

ue 'i.,:iiri find would be, graven 
l l i n e . t l i i * comnirut Iron* one of l l i r 
inbabi lantv of a i r ^ r l l l r tne t t t . Voa 

*I n v no lo a n h i t r mam. 

tVerm!/ v+* N+in*} 

f» i r h i j r ^ v dr . K o m i , b r t t natm^n* 
d ie > tnodr , daarxan kenni^ firmmi* 
a f » r s i \ ^ \&n d i r \erboog en bom *n 
l u r i l i k r bunddrulc gejrer. A l l r * II*H>J:* 

. I . IMII Iik. A l l rs u rer pais r n vr**r— 

b e h a k r <hit die Sinod« no|£ MM" 001 
n a fdorndr br^ lu i t uul d i r b r k f * * 

k w e « i a rn die r o l von die J V O Kerk 
p i n b r l nie. 

So nuk l i k was dit ook nte: bier 
mocs waarl ik fvn gclrap word ^onder 
o m um-n l i k c a fbr ruk Ic doen a*n be* 
g in tcU. Brocderhandc roon hewaar 
word , dog d ie sodige vadcr l ikr ^^er-
maning kon ook mc Q ICMT nie* U k -
cindcldt, na deeglSte bc tp r t k ing , is n 
op lou in i : gcvind. 

Die Siuodr bet am(>telik |k"*lnit om 
bom vierkant ig tr -tt*| BgtCT dii* d » -
tod*e ( . . m r e r d r r b r i d V i rappnr l van 

dir(;.K.S, van 1968 (wab in I) finafc 
fo i iuu le rmp. ook belan^r ike elrmt'iJtr 
u n du ^ , . f in inderbt ' idf iapiMtr l »n-
kor|K»rrer l r n w a a i m . v o l p m * d ie 
a m p t r b k r ^lnforntali«*dirn«i* van d i r 
\ r d r r ! a n d * r G r re fo rmer rd r K ' H f -
„ i rdrr#* \ o r m van ra^*^nd i * r r im ina l i r 
r n rac i^ne wordt \ern«irdrr ld*" f^'^ 
i p^krif bokant d ie am|»lr t ikr b r r i p 
o m l r r n ! die Sinodebrsl i i i t lui trwens 
M I L heel d l t idr l ik ( t | brr t oamfSWT-
-taanfuuir. J S V N O D K \ K1HMIK-

DKi:i;r it XSSKNDISCHIMIWTIE:' 

VERMANING 

O m tR t t r dnbbcl K k c r te maak dat 
aanvaarding van die amptcl ikc h n l n i t 
\*an die G-E-S. nie weer, m i in 19*8, 
as „"n f^ooc oon* inning r i r 
heid** re r lo lk sou word nic en o n te 
vcrsefcrr dat die Suid-Afr ikaans* l i d -
kerkc r a n d ie ( t .E-S. ook nou weriJik 
en in die praktyk e r m w o begm rnaak 
met die hv^biit. is daar voorls b n l u i l 
om ook *n ampteltke ^hrief van ver-
rnaninK" tot d ie kerke in Su id -A f r i ka 
— vera) dan die N , G . Kerk — te r i g 

twaarin wordt geplcit voor een an-
11 

derc hooding inzake bet rassenvraag-
M«k dan in de synoden der Zo ida f r i -
kaanse kerken wordt aangetroflen**. 
f tckragtig deur hierdie \-ermanings* 
brief son die bt^ lu i t van die 1968* 
' r !-.s.K wat nou ook die amptcl ike 
hetlui i van d ie Sinode van die Nedcr* 
LHHUV Gereformccrdc Kerke geword 
bet, werkltk nie langrr gcr ief l ik m i * * 
verstaan kon » o r d nie-

ftrlj^uaar b r l die fo rmu lennp \ a n 
b i r r d t r b i ? t o i i r - r v r rmanm°«bne f , 
»*»ai i nd r rhaa* d i r a^grnd nop dror 
d* . \ . Kn i \« te i | k . a**r^*<»r van d i r 
S n o o r . prof , ku i t e r t en prof. Kot> 
b o i i r n <*ppr*trl i->. u male van k r i -
t i rk i i i t ' e lok v j n w i r wA srarnma-
Ilka en Intiipe b rwon rd in^ . CeVOJglil 
hf | d ie Sinodr br-*lnit om Hit* a> I 
W&fC wtr/f hlat\*itt\ ann die niudera* 
men our It* laal om die fjjtulc* beuonr-
d iup op le -\* ! Ouk h r l sommif ir van 
d i r m r r r k r m w r ^ a l i r H r ood r r l i np r 
U- t l r i ik ingr ila.inHtt ^»Jiiid dal daar 
HI kaalkop \ an n . . \ r rman inp Ofr 
praal w o r d : d i t R N m-jonllik die 
H r i r b roedr r i i k t \ r ib«Midin^ I U - M - I I 

•br kerke kon skaatl l l u i l r i? drwr 
d i r prae*r5 i b a r m e r I rTTrdr ~r*tr\ 
• Lii t .vr r tnaninp i n d i r li|» \ a n 
. .br iH-drr l ikr adv i r * " beskou mor * 
Hord. 

Die Sinode wa\ egter eenparig in 
i y besluit dat to 'n amptelike brief 
wel uitgereik m<> word. Ook kan 
daar by niemand enigc twyfel bestaan 
o k dat die brief wetenlik bedoel i t 
om Rewig en beklcmtoning te vcricen 
aan die amptelike bcslnit van die 
Sinode en dal die besloil *n veraor* 
deling tnhon *^an elke vonn \m ras* 
fcdtskriminasBe en rautsme. Daardcur 
n o r d die kerke in So id*Af r ika dan 
ook in haie reele »in voor 'n u l t ima­
tum gestcl^ voor 'n gewctemkrisis wat 
r i e langer ontwyk kan word nie, 

W i r d i t nop u i l uuMrrMaan. k<«u 
altaen inaar van oppr r^ le mocdDwil* 
!•••! - .1 beskuldi^ hOCd< 
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