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DIE GEREFORMEERDE KERK VAN

MNoudat ek aaon die einde gekem het van my meoi en intercssants
reis deur die Republiek van Suid-Afrika, hel ek behoeftes om in ‘2
kort oorsig rekenskap te gee van my indrukke, veral ook mel betrekking
tot die Sending. Enersyds sien ek doarteen op om my gedagtes saoam

te val en aan andere voor te l&.

Ek 1=z nou eenmaa! ‘n buttelon-
der en hel slegs drie maande ge-
leentheid gehad eom omstomdig:
hede in Suid-Afrika te ondersosk,
Dirie moande is natuurlkk veels te
kort om tot ‘'n suiwere cordeel te
kom. Eintlik sou ek vesl longer
moet rondreis en ook oOon die
werk self moet deelnesm, voordat
ek werklik 'n goeie an blywende
indruk daorcor kon worm, Deaar
was ol soveel buitelanders ge-
wees wot slags n kort tyd deur
Sund-Alrika gereis het en wal by
hulle tuiskoms hulle oordeel en
verctl ook hulle kritiek in die koe-
rants gepubliseer het. Ek kan my
dit goed voorstel dat die Afnko-
ner groot afkeer in sulke kritici
het en dat hulle met reg kla cor
die loster wat in die wéreldpers
cor hulle lend — en hulle pro-
bleme rondgestrooi word. As ek
daaraon dink en rekenskap pro-
beer gee van die kortheid van my
reis en die oppervlakkigheid van
my indrukke, sou ek liefs wil
swydg, En tog durf ek nie swyg nie.
Fk het in die enkele maconde van
my reis soveel hartlikheid onder-
vind, ek is van alle kante met s0-
veal welwillendheld onimoet, dﬂﬁ
ek nou ook verplig voel om 1eis
te 88, Fk is innig dankbaar vir die
openhartigheid woormes mense

my oral tegemoet gekom het, die
erns waarmees hulle my ingelig
en aangehoor het, en ek het ver-
frek met 'n gevoel van simpatie
mel die Airikoanse volk en op-
regle meegevesl met hul vrese en
kwellinge. En juis hierdie sim-
patie en meegevoe! dwing my
om met groot versigtigheid my
indrukke weer le gea, Lk is daoar-
van bewus dat ek groot gevoor
loop om hier en ddaar dalk een-
sydig voor te kom en sells onjuis-

SUID-AFRIKA EN DIE SENDING

— PROF. ]J. H. BAVINCK ¥

te dinge te s&. Van horte hoop ek
diot mense my dit sal vergewe en
my woorde sal bejegn as dié van
emond wal van harte bid dot
God die Gerelormeerde Kerk van
Sutd-Afriko sal gelruik as 'n mid-
del 1in 5y genadevolle hand tot
verheerliking van Sy naam en tol
die koms van Sy Koninkryk
ALGEMENE THDRUKXE
Wanneer 'n mens, soos ek ge-
doen het, die Repuhliek deurkruis
in glle dgtings word iy onwille-
keurig gelrefl deur die feit dat die
bevolking von Suid-Afrika  (ek
bedcel hier doardie gedeelte van
die bevolking wat die Gerelor-

{ Vervolg op bladsy 2]

THE RULE OF GOD AND WHITE SUPREMACY

— P. ALLEN MYRICE

"Harely has there been such o magnificent gesture of true South

Africanism”, So said the Prime Minister., congratulating Rotary Club
membera on their defence of our national hife ggainst overseas criticiem.
At times we hear more. that cur way of life is a Christion one, and that
South Africa is a bulwark of Christion civilisation on a pagan continent
Is the white South African way of life so Christian, and cem Christians
defand it? Not only is the relationship between Christian faith and a
nation’s culture a source of vigorous debate among theologians. It 1s
also one of the most pressing issues in the life of the Church in South
Alrica.

THE CANAANITE WAY
OF LITE
The problem of the relationship
between religious foith and an
{Continued on page 12)

Before we ailfempt to answer
thi=s oguestion with rTespect o
South Africd, let us see what the
Old Testament, and particularly
the prophet Hosea, can tell us
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Die Gereformeerde
Kerk van Suid-Afrika
en die Sending

veral cok vir hom wanneer hy 'n
goeie, getroue werker is, netjies
en noukeurig. Maor die donker
ondertoon van vrees is nog luider
as dié von simpatie. Vrees vir die
opkoms vom Bantoe wat nie
langer kind wil wees nie maar 'n
selfstandige posisia wil beklee.
Vrees vir die opgesweepte, op-
roerige Bantoe, wat ongereeld-
hede en afskuwelike misdade
pleeg. Vrees vir die aongroeien-

miljoenemassa, wat, hulle
eers eenmaal ontwaak, ‘'n ontset-
tende gevaar sal inhou. En hier-
die vrees neem hier en daar die
vorm con van redelose hoat en
van diepe aftkeer. Toe ek weer op
die punt siaan om na Nederland
terug te keer, 88 iemand vir my:
Hoe gelukkig is u nie om na n
land te mag goon waor daar
geen swartes is nis.”’

Hierin 1& soveel opgesluit wal
volkome begryplik is en natuur-
lik ook onredelik is. As blonke is
ons geneig om dieselide van die
Bantoe te verwag as van onsself.
As hy aan doardie maatsial nie
beantwoord nie, vind ons hom lui,
dom, gevaarlik en onsedelik. Ons
vergeet dat hy in sy stamverband
nooit geleer het om rustig en or-
delik en volgens tyd te werk nie.
Die Weste se vermnaamste uitvin-
ding was die horlosie gewees,
Die horlogie wat ons lewe, ons
elke dag in afgemete tydvakkies
indeel. Die Bantoe het nog altyd
sonder n horlosie en heeltemal
ongebonde in sy stamverband ge-
leef, sonder enige persoonlike
verantwoordelikhede, Sy stam
reél alles, sy stam het wvaste,

hou: maar n eie, persoonlike ge-
wete, dit het hy nie. Hy het net
soos ons Bataviese wvoorvaders,
bier gedrink en sy vrouens laat

weinig ons doarvolgens
leefl Die Bantoe word sonder
meer losgeruk uit sy stamverband,
en oorgeploas in ons moderne
wéreld. Dit sou presies dieselide
wees as ons een van die heel ou
Batavigrs plotseling sou corplaas
na een von die besigste verkeers-
punte in New York. Is dit dan 'n
wonder dat hulle nie weet wat om
te doen nie en dat hulle nog on-
beskryilik baie het om te leer?

Ons het alle rede om ons diep
te skaam omdat ons hom nie in
n betere Westerse wéreld kam
inlei nie, dat daar in ons blanke
beskawing die gedors na goud,
drank, gevloek en matericlisme
die hoogty vier. Ons sal 'n beter
begrip ven die Banice en sy
kriais moet 1 ons sal ons
meer in sy stryd most probesr
oorplaas. Ons sal ons dieper
moet skacam vir die beskawing
waarmee hy in aonraking kom.
Ons sal eers inniger moet roem
oor Gods genade, ons die Weas-
terse volke, wat geen haar beter
is as die Bantoe, wat ons vir so-
veel eeue vasgehou en gelei het.
Cns sal 'n bietjiie meer opregte
simpatie en ware meegevoel teen-
oor die swartes moet koester. Mis-
kien sal ons dan nog verbdaas
stoam oor die snelle tempo waar-
in ons hulle ons eie gemaak bet,
waar dit voorheen so geweldig
moeilik gelyk het. Miskien sal ons
ong daarin kan verheug dat daar
al reeds van hulle is wat n se-
kere mate von verantwoordelik-
heid kan dra, en selfs meer as dit
wat ons aan hom toevertrou Ek
is daar deeglik van bewus dat ek
as buitestaonder, wat nog nooit
in die praktyk iets met die mense
te doen ge het nie, hierdie
dinge makliker kan s& as u, wat
elkedag met hulle in aanraking
kom. Maar dit is tog nie dacrom
minder woaar nie. En dit is belang-
rik dat die Afrikaanse volk in sY
hanterina van die Bantoe, hierdie
gy van die saak behoort te oor-

wesq.

TE MIN OPREGTE LIEFDE

Ek mag nie ‘n vergelyking tref
tussen die Suid-Afrikoomse Ban-
toeprobleem en die probleme wat
ons met die bevolking van die
vroeére Nederlands-Indig deurge-
maak het nie. Ek weet goed dat

(Vervolg op bladsy 16)

The Rule of God and
White Supremacy

{Confinued from page 1}

established way of life is cearly
seen in ancient lsrael's tendency
to worship the Canaomite god
Baal. This problem began as scon
as Israel settled in the land of
Palestine in about 1250 B.C., and
continued until the final collapse
of the nation in 587,

When the nomadic Hebrews
first entered Palestine, they found
already established there o so-
phisticated culture. The Canaan-
ite way of life was superior 1o the
Israelite in @ number of respects:
the developed material civilisa-
tion, flourishing cities, and com-
plex political structures all made
Hebrew ways seem primitive in-
deed. In no respect was the con-
trast greater than in that of agri-
culture: to the humbla Hebrew
nomad, wandering on the edges
of the cullivated land with his
sheep and goats and donkevys, the
green fields and flourishing or-
chards of Cemaan seemed nothing
short of a miracle. Here indeed
was a "land flowing with milk
and honey.” The wonder of thig
fertility bursts forth again and
again from the poets’ lips;

"Thou dost couse the grass to
grow for the cattle,
and plants for man to culti-
vcite,
that he may bring forth food
from the earth,
and wine to gladden the
heart of man,
oil to make his face shine,
end breasd to strengthen
man's heart.” (Ps. 104:14-15).
Inevitably, many Isroelites be-
gcg to imitate this advanced
aanite culture, and especially
Canaomite ways of agriculture,
As the Hebrews settled in Pa-
lestine emd began to be farmers,
they naturally asked their Ca-
naanite neighbours, "How do you
gel a good crop?”’ What are the
best forming methods? And the
Canoonite reply was simple in
the extreme: "We worship Baul,
the god of fertility.” You must
build altars to Baal on the hill-
tops, offer him sacrifices, ond
make love to the charming “'priest-
esses” of Baal who live in his
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shrines. Then Baal will give you
abundant rain and fertile soil and
increasing herds. This wasz the
"traditional way of life” of a suc-
cessful larming community. It had
been tested over the years, and
had been found satisfactory.
Moreover, it was a pleasant set
ol customs, which appealed to
men's appetites. As a result, most
Israelites accepted thizs way ol
lite. If anyone challenged them
about it, they could justifiably re-
ply that this was o proven me-
thod of ensuring rainfall and fer-
tility, and therefore national sur-
vival. He who refused to worship
Baal was inviting sconomic ruin
and national collapse.

YAHWEH AND BAAL

It is important to remember that
Israel saw no particular conflict
between the service of Baal and
the worship of Almighty God
(whom they called Yahweh). Yah-
weh was their Lord, of course, He
had led them through the dessert
for forty years, he had come to
their aid in military crisis and
raised up able leaders for them.
But after all, one also had to live
his daily life, and ensure his fu-
ture and that of his children. And
the only way for a farmer to do
this was to honour Baal, So we
see Gideon's father Joash, a good
Yohwist, also maintaining an al-
lar of Baal, with the enthusiastic
support of local opinion. (Judges
6:25-30). Thus the cultural patterns
of Baalism had taken as strong a
grip upen the people as had the
religious traditions of Yahwism,
and the two flourished side-by-
side in Isroel.

Some, of ocourse, understood
that there could be no compro-
mise between Yahweh and Baal.
This traditional way of Canaan
was o betraval of the First Com-
mandment, "1 em Yahweh vour
God . . . You shall hove no other
qods besides me" (Exodus 20:
2-3): it was a denial of the cove-
nant made with God at Shechem,
during the early stages of the
settlement in Palestine (Joshua 24,

especially verses 14-24). The ar-
guments in favour ol Baal might
be most convincing, his service
might be pleasant, and his
gifts abundant; to abandon him
might fly in the face of tradition
and the apparent naticnal in-
terest. But Baal must be rejected,
or the moral and spiritual founda-
tions of the people would be
undermined, and they would pe-
righ.

This clash between o firmly en-
trenched way of lile emd an un-
compromising religious laith was
particularly bitter in three pe-
riods of Israel’s history. In the time
of the Judges, shortly after the
settlement in Palestine, some of
the leaders of the Twelve-Tribe
League, notably Gideon, realised
that unless Israel was faithful to
Yahweh she was doomed. Durin
the reign of Ahab and fﬂﬂhﬁ%
(869-850), Elijah batled to con-
vince his people that their sur-
vival depended upon the rejec-
tion of Baalism (see especially 1
Kings 17 and 18). And in the last
days of the northern kingdom
(about 745), the prophet Hosea
saw that the continued service of
Bl was about to bear fruif in
the complete collapse of the na-
tion. It is to this great prophet of
the North that we must now turn.
for he, more than any other Old
Testament figure, understood the
tragedy of a people who compro-
mised their faith for the sake of
their “traditional way of life”.

NATIONAL CORRUPTION

By the time of Hoseq, Baalism
had become so inarained in the
national character that it had per-
meated the religion of Yahweh
altoaether. The people of the
North saw no conflict at all be-
tween their laith and their cul-
ture, for they had completely
married the traditional way of
lile (Boaalism) with their religious
faith (Yehwism). They worshio-
ped Yahweh in the torm of o hull.
which wos a symbol for Badl
(Hosea 8:5-6.) Thev offered sacri-
fice to Yahweh with entirelv cor-
rupt rites, at the Baalistic "hinh
places”, surrounded bv fertility
symbols, idols. and cultic vrosti-
tutes (Hos. 4:12-14; 8:11-13), In
fact, Yahweh himself. the God of
Israel, wos "Baalized”, and made
to copear as the protector of the
traditional way of life, the source

of lertility, who was to be wor-
shipped as Baal was {Hos. 2:16),
The people had completely for-
gotten the lrue character of the
pure and holy Yahweh, the ruler
of history, who had given his peo-
ple the gifts of the land through
his unmerited grace (Hos. 2:8).
Here religion was wholly coptive
to culture,

The tnumph of the cultural
norm had a number of tragic con-
sequences for Israel. Not only did
Yahwistic faith degenerate into
idolatry, so that God was made
a servant of the desires and as-
pirations of the people: the whole
national lile was corrupted. The
people fell victim to a complacen-
cy which declared that the cur-
rent prosperity and abundance
were proof that they were lollow-
ing the correct policy and wor-
shipping in the proper way:

"Ephraim has said, 'Ah, but
I am rich, I have gained
wealth for myself’.” — (Hos.
12:8: see also Hos. 2:5, 12).

And this sell-satisfaction blind-
ed them to the terrible moral de-
of the nation. For Hoseqa wit-
nessed the collapse of the inte-
grity of a community which had
sold its soul to a corrupt culture.
Economic exploitation (Hos, 12:7),
sexual immorality (4:2, 14}, the
break-down of law and order (4:
2; 7:1), political instability and ir-
responsibility (7:7; 10:3-4) — all
these testilied to the destruction
of the very way of life which the
nation had cherished, and which
it thought it was sale-guarding
through its respect for Baal.

HOSEA'S VIEW OF THE
NATION

Hosea declared that all this cor-
ruption was the result of the na-
tion's denial of Yahweh. The
paople had substituted Baal for
Yahweh, a pleasant, traditional
way of life for the stern righteous-
ness of God. They had depended
upon o set ol cherished customs
and not upon Yahweh., Hosea
summarises his indictment by
saying, "They know not Yahweh”
(5:4), "Knowledge", for Hoseq, is
far more than mere information;
it is foithfulness, it speaks of the
relationship between two persons
who have pledged themselves to
one another in covenant, The be-
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traval of their basic relationship
with God is the cause of their
downfall:

"My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge.” (4:6),

Like so momy of his lellow-
prophets, Hosea God's
judgment upon this faithless peo-
ple. Their surrender to the pre-
vailing culture would bring nat-
ional ruin. The judgment would

in with the collapse of justice
and morality: the sin of Baalism
would bring its own reward in
increasing sensualism (4:14, 18)
and lawlessness (7:1-2). This in-
ner decay would, moreover, leave
Israel at the mercy of her ene-
mies, and she would be destroy-
ed by Assyria (9:10-17; 13:8-15).
Hosea had much to say about the
love of God for Israel. Bui he
never allowed that love to be de-
based into the sentimental feeling
that God would protect his people
under every circumstance. In-
deed, immediately alter speaking
of God's tender love for his child
Israel, Hosea speaks some of his
mos! dreadiul words of judgment:

"The sword shall rage against
their cities, consume the bars
of their gates, and devour
them in their lortresses.

My pecple are bent on turning
away from me; so they are
appointed to the yoke, and
none shall remove it."”

(Hos, 11:6-7).
The tender compassion of Yah-
weh conld not penetrate their

hearts until they had lecrned
whal it meant to obey and to
serve and not to betray.

SOUTH AFRICA'S WAY
OF LIFE

The clash between an esiab-
lished cultural pattern and reli-
gious faith is as real in modern
South Africa as it was in ancient
Israel, And like Israel, South
Africa’s national integrity and re-
ligious heritage depend upon the
way in which she resolves this
conflict. Let us explore the paral-
lels between Israel’s situation and

our owmn.
We hear a good deal today

about white South Alfrica’s "tra-
ditional way of life.” The distine-
tive element in this way of life,
which sels it apart from other
“"European’ cultures, is the belief
in and practice of white suprem-
acy oand segregation. This is the
aspect of our way of life which
is most often criticized from over-
seas, and which we are there-
fore exhoried to defend at all
costs. The patterns of white su-
premacy are old, well established,
and highly sophisticated, The
ideal of white supremacy de-
veloped early in the lile of the
white South African community,
generation after generation of
Afrikaner farmers wos nurtured
in it, new settlers adopted it, the
hardships of trek and war were
end for the sake of preserv-
ing it. Indeed, s0 woven into the
fabric of South Africa is white
supremacy thal maony people
cannot imagine this nation with-
out if.

We are told that o give up
these patterns would be to com-
mit culturol and national suicide,
it would bring economic, social
and political ruin. Thus all the
institutions of white South Afri-
con culture are enlisted to defend
this way of life: the home, where
parents are exhorted to raise
their children as 'true South
Africoms”’; the school, with "Chris-
tian National Education’; politic-
al parties, some of which exist to
propagate this docirine; volun.
fary associations, labour unions,
and even Churches proclaim that
every people has a right to its
own wav of life, which must be
defended against all enemies.
White supremccy is inseparable
from our nati life, it is an in-
tegral port of our heritage.

THE EVIL OF WHITE
SUPREMACY

The belief in whife supremacy
which permeates South African
life is as unirue and evil as Baal-
ism. The theory that one roce
should permemenily rule another
is no more supporied by scienti-
fic evidence than were the myths
sf the god Boal and his sexual
orgies. Furthermore, the theories
and practices of white supremacy
are a clear denial of the evil of
God. The Biblical teaching that
God created man in his own
image requires us to treat all men

with equal respect, cccording
them equal opportunity and jus-
tice. The commandment to love
one's neighbour obliges us to lao-
bour unceasingly for that which
is best and truesi for every man,
and his skin colour is quite irre-
levant. The teaching of Christ and
the witness of the early Christian
Church call us to live with our
lellow Christians in o community
which knows no distinctions and
no barriers, "for you are all one
in Christ Jesus." The patterms of
white supremacy and segrega-
tion violate the will of God as

clearly as did the sensucus Baal-
ism of old,

Furthermore, the consegquences
of white supremacy for the body
politic are equally evil. For this
ideal can only be maintained by
unjust meons, Thus economic, so-
cial and pelitical equality are sys-
tematically denied to thoze of o
different colour. Africons are shut
up in a world where their place
of residence, their [amily life,
their education, their employ-
ment, and their political institu-
tions are shaped to serve the
ideal of segregation. Those who
support "separate development”
to justify these actions forget that
that very idea was conceived,
executed and enforced by the
white man; that the only Alricans
who were seriously consulted on
the matter were chiels who are
in the employ of the Government:
and that no action of the "Bantu-
stans”’ has any legal force until it
has been approved by the white
rulers who have been elected to
preserve our South African way
of life”, Thus even in the pro-
gramme which is supposed to
give the African his "rights”, his
liberty is in fact denied him.

The evil practices of white su-
premacy have spawned {wo es-
pecially ugly children: militarism
and complacency. In order to de-
fend this way of lile, South Africa
is engaged in a national and 4
personal arms race: national, as
the Government buys or makes
arms and strengthens its military
forces; personal, as individauls
acquire their own weapons ond
learn how 1o use them. For our
way of lile must be defended at
all costs. Complacency is a form
of moral degeneration which has
come rather recently upon the
scene. For the current prosperity
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