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DRAWING NEAR TO THE ‘QUICK’

PRO VERITATE

I have over the past two years been able to view South Africa

from a distance.

A country divided

I seemed to nee a country divided
inte compartments, each having itx
owa Churches, Schools, Universities,
Clubs, Secleties, and even, in the sphe-
re of mass media of communmication,
its own newspapers, films, and radie
programmes. In thix way the people
ware able te nurture their stereotyped
visws of each other; to prolect them-
nelves from m:“ mhnnt ‘their “:-:
sven (0 preach t infer~communica-
tion may be & sin! And worse, each
Christian section, sccustomed (o think-
ing of itself more as & whele than as
a part, was busy justifying itself to
itself and to any who would care to
:ar. though few did, except la critl-

One group said they tried to some
extent to express what they thought
to be Christian love and concsrn to-
warda those fn a different coloured
compartment, but a third group Jook-
ed on and thought that that love was
hypocritical because, for one thing, it
wagn't extended to thém (oo, and
Christian love should not be only one-
sided. Then being accused of self love,
this third section said it was better
to be mincere than false, and even Je-
sus had worked first amongst his own
people and provided for their needa.
To neglect your own would not be
right.

In another compartment, people
were justifying thelr growing aposta-
cy from thelr former allegiance to
Christ, by saylng that they wer; tllrtd
of being regarded as seccnd-class
Christians, aithough expected to show
greater love to those in the other com-
pariments than they — the two main
white groups — werc prepared Lo show
in each other.

There was yet another small cell
though, feeling too recemt 2nd keen
a smart, to talk and ¢ry out as the
others did. They had once half believ-
ed they were loved. So they were the
more deceived when they found that
they too had been judged on their inde-
lible caste. At least Jesus had boen re-
jected for what he stood for o8 a per-
son, but there is 2 hopol¢ssness about
being rejected no matter what sort of
person one ks -- as if one’s person
were immaterial, I can't matter only
to myself. 1 matter (o mysell only in-
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sofar as I matter (o you. This is rela-
tionship and the Bible is all about
relationship — of God to me and you,
and of me to you, and you to me.
We are all one family really, but we
I{wve in separate homes. It's bewilder-

It Is virtually impossible to view
one's own land dispassionately, One
can't escape the love of It, the con-
cern for it, and the deaire to work
always in hope of the best for it. As
Jesus is our hope If we are Christians,
our work, whatever it Is, will not be
without reference to Him,

Spiritual reserves

I have recently arrived home and
have felt most encouraged by o new
realisation of depth in our South Afri-
situntion — an awareness of the
cxistence of spiritual reserves, like the
reserves of A Karoo bush which suff-
ors long perioda of drought, yet which
pushes its roots ever deeper in search
of spring water — and finds it!

whether later generations will eall
“great”, or whether it will
cisive in our history as Lhe firul Greal
Trek. We can only answer the call to

perhapa turbulent future, foMowing
the word of God. Our forefathers had
enly God to trust. They learned 1o live
moment by moment. And to live in-
creasingly in the present iz to live
Increasingly in the light of elemity,
which is reality, bomouring God's ma-
me: 'l am that T am’. He ia, from the
beginning, a present Geod.

We may rem-mber the great Old
Testoment prophetic practice of recol-
loction and expectation that gave siz-
nificance to thelr present. But by the

clear thinking

cide whether racial grouping will be
national policy! This is nothing but
dictatorship dressed up ~ mather in-
ndequately — (o look like democracy.

if the people of South Africa were
overwhelmingly in favour of partition-
ing the coualry into Black-
wtang and Celouredatans, there ceuld
be little objection to this poliey, pro-
viding that minorities were protected
and the whole acheme was carvied out
in a reasonably fair and Just manner.

But there is not the slightest in-
tention of consulting the people aboul
it, becauge it ls known that the ma-
jority of South Africans may not de-
pire such partition.

The results of the voting for re-
presentatives in the Transkei Parlia-
ment recently suggesta that many
Africans do not want it

‘Compulisory Apartheid’ isn’t
‘Traditional Segregation’

Secondly, the policy of apartheid,
ns distinct from South Africa's tra.
ditional segregation polity, requires

rigid Aand ruthless enforcoment even
upon those who have nn desire to re-
maln acparate.

We have no essentinl nuarrel with
those who wish to separate themselves

from their fellow.-South Africama of

different racial origin, as many do.
Let them be free to follow their own
conaclence in the matter,

But te bring compulsien 1o hear
againat those whe believe that it is
their duty to stand logether frrespect-
ive of racial differences. as many me-
nulnely de from Christian metives, i
both unjust and al complete variance
with that freedom which is the right
of all men In civilived society.

Racial differences not
all-important

Thirdly, it is essentially wrong de-
liberately to blind oneself to the many
other differences in development be-
tween people — of education, culture,
civilised standards, religion and poli-
tical awnreness — and to base policy
on one differemce only, that of vace,
es if it were all-important.
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that the whole nation perish
not —. Then from that day forth they
took counaél! together for to pur Him
to death”.

The ground of hope

At this time of the year we remem-
ber that Jesus “set his face to go to-
wards Jcrusalem”. This way to the
Crosa meant for Him the breaking of
lesser allegiances, the disappointing of
many, and then apparent personal de-
feat. But He sald to Hia disciples “Re-
member the word that I have said un-

words®:
{s not that It geta its own way. but
that it keeps on loving. This is the
power of ove in the face of man's
freedom to do wrong; it Is the vic-
tory of the Croes”. Our charge is not
that we should be successful but that
we should be faithful. Our faith is in
the Resurrection of Christ, the King,
whoee victory has already been won.
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¢ From "Powcr, Law, Right and Love" pdé

* Wiw FKrelin Milker, belonging to ihe Charch
n) the Procinre, i at peeyent lcacking in
the Cape Peninsula,
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It is, of course. nothing of the
kind.

Complete racial exclusiveness is an
essential part of the doctrine of apart-
heid. This is illustrated by the fact
that no African. whatever his Atness
for the franchise, can vote for the
government of his country, No Euro-
pean over 18 years of age, however
ill.equipped to use the vote, can lose
it except under very special circum-
stances.

If this is just and right and Christ-
fan, then words have lost their mean-

Ing.

Dr Whelan has presented an ex-
celient case for voluatary, self-chosen
segregation, et that is not the pomt
at ismue. He has potl really dealt with
the Christian attitude to apartheld.

Christians of all denominationn
would welcome a further atatement
from him on thir crucial fssue.

* Rew. S P. Frecland s 0 minisire of the
Vethadive Churek {n Pretorin,
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time of Christ the Jews had changed e kerk in Afrika,

WAT HET VERKEERD

GEGAAN?

S0 vroeg as 1808, skaars twee juar
na die corname van die Kaap deur die
Britse bewind, ia die kerkgebou van die
gemeente Kaapstad deur die Kerkraad
op versoek van die Anglikaanse Kerk
WpRtMEL vir divnme dwer die Angh-
kasnse Kerk. Hierdie dienste is aan-
vanklik vir die ampte
besettingsmagte gehou, en het gewoon-
lik Sondagmiddag om sesuur begin.
Verder ia elke Dinsdag en Saterdag
twee uur lank in die konsistorie klasse
vir dig opvoeding van kinders
in die Angliksanse kerkieer waarge-
neem.

Reeds gedurende April 1808, skaars
drie maande na die comame deur dis
Britse bewind, is ds. Fleck van Ksap-
stad deur van die
garnisoen genader om die doop man
hul kinders te bediem eon

preekstoe) tydens dienste in die Kerk
te gebruik; die inrigting ven een van
die syvertrekke as 'n doopvertrek ia
verlang: daar is gevra dat die kerk-
kiok gelui moes word wanneer die
Engeise diensle begin: die aanbring
wan 'n deur na Burolaan sou ook waar-
deer word,

'n Goele onderlimge verhouding
moes geheers het, te ocardeel na die
warme bedankingsbrief van biskop 8.

., van kutta, dle
Suld-Afrika
op 24 Oktober
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AANTAL LIDMATE —
NIKS OM OOR TE KRAAl!
In 'n onlangse Nuusbrief van die
N.G. Kerk word die volgende syfers
versirek betreffende die lidmate wvon

die Kerke in Suid-Afrikm vir 1960,
Kerkgeacal. Blan- Klewur- Ban- In-

Abongrpa kea Hnge forn difra
Ned, Gerof. Kork 429
Ned. Horv. Kork 42 02 81 01

Motodisto Kerk 87T 78 128 04
Presbiterinanse Kerk 38 05 19 @1
Rooms Katolleke Kotk 2 80 710 22
Congregntional Kerk 05 81 132
Lutherse Kerh 11 49 49
Apostoliese Kork 34 48 23 o2
Ander Christolike kerke B4 88 47 33
Joodse Gelool a3

Isiam 42 208
Bantoe Kerke 201
Hindoe @

. Die santal blanke lidmate
van die Katolieke Kerk het gestyg van
5.3 tot 6.2%.

Daar moet op gelet word dat hier-
dis getalle gebaseer is op 'n volks-
telling deur die Regering ondermeem
en hulle stem, svos gewoonlik, mie oor-
ecn mat die Kerk se amptelike syfers
nic. In die geval van die N.G. en die
R.K. Kerk is die porsentasies van dic
regeringstelling holr,

Wat die Bantoe betref, hul sho
Kerke het die grootste aanhang, ge-
volg deur die Metodistekerk (12%).
Onder die Asiate het die Hindoskerk
die Tnlam verreweg die grootste
aanhang (88.7%). Ult die syfers kan
ook afgelel word dat ongeveer een der-
de van die Bantoes nog heidens is.

wiie Brug”, Februarie 1964,




