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16th SEPTEMBER 1986 SPELT THE END FOR 177 MINERS LIVES

KINROSS DAY

HOW 177 WORKERS PERISHED IN MINE ACCIDENT

On the morning of 16th September 1986 at about % o'clock a fire broke
out about 1 600 metres underground at No. 2 Shaft of Kinross Gold
Mine near Evander. These are the events that led to the fire:

A team leader, Cde. Khisis Mbuthuma, had discovered a broken rail n a tunne
that leads from shaft No. 1 to shaft No. 2. Because this tunnel was also used to

mterial for hoisting, it was important that the rail line was repaired as
quickly a5 possible. On disco the broken rail, he went to report the matter
te the miner who immediately proceeded to the area to repair the rail. The team
leader collected equipment and called five members of his team to go along with
him to the scene where repair works were to take place. The white miner started
with cutting pperations using a cutting torch. As he switched the cutting torch
off there was a flashback and the acetylene cyhnder u:aught ﬁm The workers
tried to extinguish the fire but instead the flame got bigger %er . The white
miner instructed the warkers to continie to -:xunmmh the fire, As he gave
these instructions he began to mn towards Mo, 1 shaft.

The fire came into contact with the polyurethane foam that was liming the
unmnel and this started to burn, The flames grew bigger and bigger as they were
assigted by the wind that was blowing from No. [ shafl. As the foam burni it was
emitting poisonous fumes which filled the whole of the 15th level and spread to
the 14th level. All the workers killed and injured were working in these two
levels. By midnight, 177 workers lay dead and over 230 injured. This was the
worst disaster to hit the gold mining industry in the whole world this century.
What had been regarded as a small fire tumed into an inferno that left many

were stacked on op of each other, Secondly they were

forced touse agricaltural tooks like bolt cutters and saws

to open the bodies as there were no proper tools. This

clearly showed that the government and the people it

erploys do not respect blacks even if dead, This was

;E;L bewng done with white workers killed in this same
aster.

NUM brought 2 experts from overseas to assist m
investigating the accident. These experts were Herbert
Emwr—artured-:ngmterwhuwnswurhngm g fire
lzboratory in and Dr. Peter Westerholm from
the S Labour Federation. Whilst the General
Secretary of the Union visited the site of the acadent
the day afier the disaster no proper and thorough
investigation and inspection took place. These experts
were brought w do a thorough investigation. The
bosses refirsed the Union and these experts access to the
scene of the accident, [t was onfy after much publicity
both locally and internationally that the mine allowed
the Union access.

On the 29th September — 13 days after the disaster —
an mspection Was conducted. The bosses had invited a

lot of peaple and organisations, including clowns from
Iu.ka[ha._. to the inspection. This was dthbﬂ'ate!y done
in order to prevent NUM from getting as much
information as possible from this inspection. The
experts were also refused samples of the foam so a8 10
carry out independent tests to check its chemical
contents. Afier the inspection the bosses refused 1o
answer any further goestions about the accident.

The Union called on workers to observe the 1st October

as a day on which 1o mourn the workers who had lost

their ives in the Kinross disaster. The response was

More than 325 000 mineworkers stayed away

work 1o observe the day, In addition more than

275 D00 other workers in Cosatu observed the day in

many ways. While some stayed away from work, others
held services in the places of work

This day was also observed by unorganised workers
throughout the country. .*‘annbﬂ'uﬂargr&ﬂwmwm
held throughout the whole country in response to the
call. Most of these services were held despite the presence

of lare contingents of police and their dogs. M

families suffening. On the night of the 16th the bosses were telling workers to go
back to work, But workers refused to be forced underground.

The apartheid machinery was again set in motion when dead black and white
workers were transported in different ambulances to different mortuanes. This
was also the case with those injured who were treated in different hospitals. The
mine bosses organised a memorial service but this was disrupted by workers as
they or the NUM had not been informed about this service. The Union
organised its own service which was attended by thousands of workers in the
Secunda region as well as township residents. of condolence were
received from amy parts of the world including governments, trade unions,
churches and other organisations.

NUM appointed a pathologist to represent itwhen the post-mortems were being
conducied on the dead workers. The post-mortems were conducted at the
Springs mortuary by dieslmepaﬂmlugist As the facilities were not enough the

could not do a perfect job. The 33 bodies that they were examining
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By the end of this year, the NUM will be 10
years old. All mineworkers are requested to
celebrate this historical occasion at all branches
and regons. NUM head office will be co-
ordinating the festvities nationally.

RACISM
REPRESSION
AND
EXPLOITATION!

1982 - 1992

All branches and regions must discuss how
bests they would like to celebrate.

All ideas and suggestions should be given to

Ideas and suggestions are also welcomed
from the staff members.




