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Miners sing their praises during the fifth
anpual conpress.

I'
COMMENT ot

The NUM's fifth annual congress has clearly
pointed the way forward. If we are to rid
ourselves of the evils of apartheid and
capitalism, then the working class and the
oppressed people must take control of society.

This task must start now. We must build strong
democratic organistions controlled by the
working people in all areas of our lives. That is
the only guarantee of a better future for
ourselves and our families,

Mineworkers will start that process, I

In 1987, we intend to take control of our lives.
We will take control of the hostels with or ‘
without the involvement of the mineowners. We
will destroy this hated system of migrant labour
and hostels,

We have accepted the Freedom Charter as
the guiding document in our struggle against
oppression and exploition. We believe the
struggle for freedom from national oppression Is
fundamental in the struggle for a socialist South
Africa controlled by the working class. In this
great task, the maximum maobilisation of all the
oppressed people and patriotic forces is
necessary. Unity and joint action to defeat
apartheid and capitalism are our tasks.

The Living Wage Campaign is pan of this
action, too.

The state’s ban on meetings to discuss the
campaign will not stop us. The state's
continued involvement in labour matters will
only result in more politicising of labour,

The bosses ,t00, have remained very silent —
which is expected, since the state remains its
most trusted partner in maintaining the workers
in conditions of oppression and exploitation,

Workers will not stop mobilising. Qur demand
for a living wage is part of our struggle for a
better distribution of the wealth of our country.

1987 — the year mineworkers take control
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