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THE third Mineworkers
Union of Namibia (MUN)
national congress on 3
February was the biggest
since the birth of the union

in 1986.

The MUN congress was al-
lended by over two hundred
delegates, and guests from
various countries and organisa-
tions including NUM (South
Alrica), MIF (Miners Interna-
tuonal Federation), IMO (Inter-
national Miners Organsation),
CGIL (Italian Trade Union
Federation Comrades) and
NUM (Great Britain),

The theme of the congress was
"Workers take control: Fight lor
a living wage”.

The congress pledged support
for SWAPOD. Asser Kapere,
President of MUN encouraged
delegates to “fight relentlessly by
all possible means for the im-
plementation of Resolution 4357

"We as the Namibian workers
should sec oursclves not only as
the exploited ... but as liberators”,
he said.

MUN congress supports

Comrade Kapere saud the cam-
paign for a living wage should not
only be seen as a demand for
more money, but should also in-
clude demands for better hous-
ing, improved education, job
protection, pensions, health care,
job security and improved work-
ing conditions.

Referring Lo the current moves
towards independence he said "if
the opportunity fails the
mineworkers union of Namibia
will join forces with the liberation
movement Swapo  and Gght 1o
the bitter end for the liberation of
our motherland, Namibia®.

The pledge to Swapo was wel-
comed by delegates - many of
whom were wearing Swapo
colours and T-shirts. The im-
plementation of UN resolution
435 and the forthcoming inde-
pendence of Namibia was the
main issuc wilh all the speakers.

Swapo Joinl Secretary of
Foreign Alfairs, Niko Bessinger
said “1f Swapo docs nol get a clear
iwo-thirds majority after the
election in November, we will

have to argue for the rest of our
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lives about what should be in the
constitution and what nol, and
mcanwhile South Africa will be
ritling and exploiting even worse
than today”.

He made it clear that mde-
pendence meant hard work [or
cveryonc.

“We are going to give birth to a

Namibia stands poised on the brink of independence. The recent
{ MUN congress pledged its support to SWAPO. In this exclusive
interview with NUM News, Ben Ulenga, MUN's general secretary
talks of the roleof thé working class in a future liberated Namibia.

‘Our struggle will continue
until mines run by workers’

How is the Namibian
economy organised?

Politically Namibia is a colony
of South Alrica. Economically
it's a free for all for the capitalists.

Multinationals like Anglo
American, and Gold Fields ex-
tend from South Africa and
Greal Britain. West German,
American, French, Japanese,
Canadian companics also
operate bere.

The multinationals come here
and exploit our resources, and
the labour power of the people.
They carry off everything,

Namibia is a backyard of South
Africa, like the homelands,
Manufactured goods come from
South Africa or Western
capilalisl counirics.

Anything that s mined here

to other couniries as well as
farming or other agricultural
produce. Actually even live cattle
are carried off. Game, hish and
crayfish are laken lo places such
as France.

So everything is taken off and
manufactured goods come to
those who can afford them.
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In which industry is the
major section of the
Namibian working class
employed?

The major section is in Lhe min-
ing industry. The food industry
has quite & lot of workers espe-
cially if you take into considera-
tion the workers who are working
in the fish industry.

How do you intend
correcting economic
injustices imposed on
the working class and
peasants by colonialism?

Immediately after inde-
pendence there will be moves 1o
utke control of the land again, 1o
redistribute it amongst people
who really need it for the purpose
ol conducting meaningful lives
and not to leave it in the hands of
commercial farmers who are
using il for their individual inter-
esls.

We have just passed a resolu-
ion on the need 10 repossess
Mamibia's natural resources and
national wealth, We feel that the
mines should be controlled by the
people, the wealth, the various
buildings, banks, everything that
has been created in the country
should be in the hands of the
people, working people, both
workers and peasants.

What kind of relations
would you like to have
between frade unions
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new nation - and a birth means
everything: pain, blood, and
death, but that is the respon-
sibility which is awailing us”.
Ben Ulenga, MUN General
Secretary, highlighted the exist-
ing bad working conditions for
mincrs in Namibia. He said
MUN signed wp membership

rose from 8000 at the end of 1987
io 11 169 a1 the end of 1988.

Comrade Ulenga said the
union was very concerned about
the health dangers of radiation
and uranium. The General
Secretary’s report was discussed
at length by delegates.

and the government?

We should have a close
relationship if the government is
progressive but the unions should
keep their mdependence.

I am nol saying this because |
have doubts or lack of faith in the
liberation movemendt.

I am a member of Swapo. |
have been active within Swapo as
a fighter, cadre, but still | believe
that the workers even though they
are members of Swapo, they
should know that they are also
workers, they are a class and they
have certain definite interests as
a class,

If a Swapo government comes
1o power and recognises these is-
sucs then it will be to the ad-
vantage of the working class in
this country.

What are the prospacts
of working class
solidarity with South
African workers after
independence?

The problems affecting the
working class of the region are
more or less Lhe same. The com-
panies which have been subject-
ing workers to exploitation are
the same.

Can you say something
about the role of the
unions in a free Namibia?

The only differcnce is that the
almosphere will be more
favourable. As long as the
mineral resources, mines are nol
yet in the control of the workers

the struggle will continue.

How do you relafe
Namibian independence
to the long-term
obfectives of the working
class struggle or simply
the struggle for

socialism?

Independence doesn’t mcan
that the problems of the workers
will be gone and forgotien.

We have a long way to go.
Workers in Namibia have just
started organising formally, We
do not have a workers party
which is dedicaled in looking al
the political interests ol the
wiorkers.

Swapo has very close ties with
workers. It started off as an or-
ganisation of workers against the
contract system, migrant labour
and other conditions in the mines
and other indusiries.

Swapo as a national liberation
movement is made up of people
[rom various classes. It will not be
wise for workers (o sit back and
just expect Swapo, especially at
its present form tc care for their
interests. The workers themsel-
ves musi take their own struggle
into their own hands

Can you give us a
glimpse into future
developments in
Namibia?

I think until such time that
South Africa itsell is liberated
things are poing to be very tough.

The South Alrican govern-
mcnt will try and hamper us
through destabilisation and
various manipulations mside this
couniry by South African lorces.



