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WORKERS OF 
THE WORLD 

Miner leader murdered by death squad 
PERU - T H E general secretary of the Peruvian Mineworkcr* Federa­
tion (FNTMMSP), Saul Cantoral was recently murdered by a right 
wing paramilitary death squad Last issue NUM News wrote about the 
bravery of the striking Peruvian miners. 

The union had threatened to make preparations for another strike 
as the government had failed to meet agreements made last year. 

Conditions in the Peruvian mining industry arc very bad, and 
workers receive on average $1 a day. 

The Peruvian government declared last year's October strike illegal, 
and raided union offices and arrested officials. Striking miners were 
fined and the Peruvian army deployed on the mines. Throughout both 
strikes last year the employers refused to come to the negotiating table. 

President of the union, Moiscs Palomino, received death threats and 
Saul Cantoral was briefly kidnapped and interrogated. 

On Monday 13 February Saul Cantoral and a woamn teacher, Con-
suclo ( tarda, were kidnapped and shot. In a tribute to Comrade Can­
toral, the Miners International Federation said "under his leadership 
the union acheived a cohesion not seen for a decade". The N U M sent 
its condolences and a message of solidarity. 

MOZAMBIQUE - Mozambique has negotiated an agreement with 
Brazil to develop its coal reserves. 
FRANCE - The biggest French miners union, the CST> has demanded 
an end to all South African coal imports into France 

Anglo is trying very 
hard to buy Gold Fields 
A B A T T L E being fought by giant 
mineowners in the boardrooms 
of London could affect the daily 
l i ves of t housands of 
mine work : A n Angolo-owned 
company wants to buy G o l d 
Fields and sell it again. 

The N U M says the possible* 
Consgold sale could have serious 
results for Gold Fields workers, 

A n g o l o - o w n e d M i n o r c o is 
t ry ing to take over Consgold 
(Consolidated Gold Fields PCL) 
which owns 38 percent of Gold 
Fields of South Africa. Minorco 
said i f it succeeds in its take-over 
bid of Consgold it wi l l sell Gold 
Fields. 

Minorco, registered in Luxem­
burg, is cont ro l led by Anglo* 
American and Dc Beers * two 
branches of the Oppcnhcimer 
family's mining empire. 

Consgold's directors do not 
want to sell the company to 
Minorco. 

Apartheid connection 
They argue that the South 

African connection wil l harm the 
company which also has large 
American and Australasian in­
terests. 

Consgold has tried to separate 
the question of doing business in 
South Afr ica - a country which 
accounts for 15 percent o f its 
profits - and being under South 
African control 

Consgold - which protested to 
the British and American govern­

ments - said if Minorco'sbid goes 
through Anglo American wil l in­
crease its share of the western 
world's gold supply from 20 to 32 
percent. 

I n a le t te r sent to A n g l o 
American on 23 October, the 
N U M said it was very concerned 
that if Anglo succeeds in its take­
over bid o f Consgold it would sell 
Gold Fields "without negotiating 
with our union" 

The letter Mid if Anglo wanted 
to sell Gold Fields it should get 
the un ion 's approva l of the 
buyer's labour relations policy. 

No union-bashing 
The N U M said conditions of 

sale should also include that all 
existing recognition agreements 
wil l be kept, and that N U M of-
fiials should have full rights of ac­
cess. 

Workers should have the rights 
under new ownership to jo in the 
union of their choice* hold union 
meetings and that shaft stewards 
should be recognised. 

N U M also called on Angolo to 
make sure that the new owner of 
Gold Fields would agree not to 
rely on the anti-union Labour 
R e l a t i o n s A c t t o reso lve 
problems, not to call the SAP 
onto the properly during strikes 
and not to use mass dismissals. 

The letter said the new owners 
should not rely on emergency 
regulations as a means of in­
timidating trade unions. 

Cubans celebrate 
30 years 

T h e t r i u m p h o f the C u b a n 

r e v o l u t i o n w a s a h i s t o r i c a l 

e v e n t o f c o n t i n e n t a l 

s i g n i f i c a n c e , a n 

e x t r a o r d i n a r y c h a l l e n g e t o 

Y a n k e e i m p e r i a l i s m , t o i t s 

p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c a n d 

m i l i t a r y m i g h t . I n d e e d 

they w e r e n o t p r e p a r e d t o 

t o l e r a t e t h e p e a c e f u l 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f o u r 

r e v o l u t i o n " . 
This hisloric statement made 

15 years ago by President Fidel 
Castro became even more mean­
ingful on January 1 when Cuba 
celebrated the 30th Anniversary 
L>I it:* revolution 

In major talks to the nation. 
President F ide l Castro, first 
secretary of the Central Commit­
tee of the Communist Party of 
Cuba told the progressive world 
the revolution would succeed, 
much against the wishes of 
Cuba's enemies. 

T h o « who dream that the 
Revo lu t i on may perhaps be 
swept away are fooling themsel­
ves those who dream such folly, 
fai l to realise that the Revolution 
which is a continuation of the his­
tory of our country, its highest 
s tage, one m igh t say w i l l 
celebrate its 40th, 50th, 60th and 
100th anniversaries and many 
more. O f this wc have no doubt", 
said President Castro. 

Day of victory 
Remember i ng the h is tor ic 

events of the victory day 30 years 
ago Castro said: 'January 1. 
marked not just the climax of a 
long fighting cfTort of our people 
t h r o u g h o u t many yea rs , 
throughout nearly 100 years at 
the t i m e / 

Spanish colonialism 
C u b a u n d e r Span ish 

colonialism and later American 
imperialism was condemned to a 
stale o f economic and cultural 
backwardness.* 

'Economically it served as the 
backyard of American corpora­
tions and absentee landlords. 
These foreign plunderers turned 
Cuba into a gambling resort and 
a haven for drug peddling and 
street prostitution. 

The people of Cuba were con­
demned to- cultural backward* 
ncss, hunger and dea th by 
American imperialism with the 
military dictator, Batista, as the 
supervisor of their super profits. 

The Revolution crushed the 
Batista military dictatorship and 
all its repressive state structures 
and e s t a b l i s h e d a peop le ' s 
democratic state. 

Castro describes the Cuban 
State as follows: 'When a slate 

such as ours represents the inter­
ests of the workers, whatever its 
structure and form the result is 
b o u n d to be a far more 
democratic type of state than any 
other before in history, because 
the state of the workers, the stale 
that builds socialism is * under 
any and all conditions - a stale of 
majorities, while previous states 
have been instruments of exploit­
ing minorities*. 

The Revo lu t ion taught the 
p e o p l e o f Cuba (hat t he i r 
freedom was inextricably linked 
w i th f reedom of al l peoples 
dominated and exploited by im­
perialism. 

50 000 additional fighters would 
have been needed, our people 
would have been capable of send­
ing them! 

'Our doctors arc in scores of 
coun t r i es , our cons t ruc t i on 
workers, our teachers arc there 
donating their services and we're 
the country with the highest num* 
bcr o f f o re ign s tudents per 
capita. Just on the Isle of Youth 
there arc over 10000 foreign stu­
dents." 

It Is this spirit and solidarity 
that finally ended South Africa's 
prcsccncc in Anglo after the 
Cuito Cuavalc incident. 

FIDEL CASTRO:Cuba w i l l suppo r t other Th i rd Wor ld c o u n t r i e s 
against Imperial ist ag ress ion 

The Third Wor ld countries as 
the main victims of imperialist 
po l i t i ca l man ipu la t i ons and 
economic plunder arc the main 
bcnc f ic i r i cs o f Cuba's inter* 
nationalist spirit. 

The new ly i n d e p e n d e n t 
countries under the threat o f im­
perialist aggression get invalu­
able military support from Cuban 
internationalist forces to defend 
their hard won victories 

Co-operation 
President Cas t ro acknow­

ledged th is massive i n t e r ­
nationalist awareness: "Wc have 
proof of this every day , not just 
from statistics - over 300 000 of 
our compatriots haw fulfi l led in­
ternationalist missions in Angola 
through Revolutionary A rmed 
Forces." 

Tha t docs not include civilian 
co-operation workers. This is 
shown by the fact that at this mo­
ment there are 50 000 of our com­
p a t r i o t s in A n g o l a , and 
something still more important, i f 

l i was only after this that the 
S o u t h A f r i c a n gove rnmen t 
agreed to withdraw f rom Angola 

Independence 

and the granting of Namibian in­
dependence. The uncompromis­
ing p r inc ip le suppor t o f the 
People's R e p u b l i c o f Ang la 
(PRA) became clear during set­
tlement talks, 

"And wc said very clearly in the 
face of certain demands by the 
racist South Africans that there 
would be no accord i f wc had to 
comply w i th certain demands 
and that i f necessary wc were 
prepared to remain there 10,15, 
20 more years. On all this wc 
were acting in close co-ordina­
tion with the govt of the PRA", 
said Fidel Castro. 

Castro strongly condemned 
Amer i can aggression against 
weaker Third Wor ld countries. 
He reiterated his country's com­
mitment to peace and security. 


