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Matia Coal Gumbool dance group are vety popular

Book exposes Anglo emplre secrets

SECRETS of the Oppenheimer
cmpre, Anglo und Uc Bcers arc
cxposed in g book, South Africa
Ine,

Anglo, South Alrica's largest
and most influential corporation,
has done more than any other
business Lo contribule to the
wealth and power of the white
minorily.

At the same time Anglo has
built up a powerful overseas em-
pire on six continents. It has a
web of secrel companies that

transfer money and goods.

Slamese twins

Anglo and De Beers, both
owned by the Oppenheimer
family, operate like Siamcse
twins in the world of business.

Roughly they control more
Lhan 40 per cent of South Alrica’s
gold, 80 per cent of the world's
diamonds, a spah of the world's
copper and are the counfry's
largest producer of coal.

Altogether the Anglo group
employs some 800,000 workers
"most of them carning miscrable
wagcs al the very heart of apart-
heid, producing the minerals,
goods and services Lhat are essen-
tial to keep while South Alrica

Anglo emplovs about 305 DO
people in the gold mines along, 25
(¥ in the diamond mines, about
100 000 mn coal and platinum
mines, about 150 000 in manufac-
tunng, 140 00 mn the food and
drink mdusirics and about 50000
in other enlerprises.

Outside South Africa South
American mineworkers work in
equally bad conditions,

De Beers owned AECI
{Alrican Explosives and Chem-
cals Industries) helped set up the
arms industry, which was taken

over by the government in 1970,
But the connection did ool siop
there.

The book alleges that after the
Sowclo uprising it was revealed
that AECT had developed the
teargas used by the police at that

Lime.

Helps state survive

Al every critical point, say the
authors of South Africa Inc, the
Oppenheimers and the South
African state have co-operated in
cach other's survival. "Like dis-
tracted lovers, they may not have
always enjoyed each others com-
pany but they were bonded by in
seperatable interests”

Gold brings in around half of
all foreign exchange for South
Alrica. In 1986 the government's
share of profit and taxes from the
gold mines was 3.4 billion rand
out of a total working profit for
the indusiry of 7.7 bafthon rand.

The boak quotes from a history
of South Alrican trade unionism
and says that this was the situa-
tion on South African mines forty
years ago. Nothing has changed.

“Chamber of Mine’s policy was
w get nd of anyone trying to or
ganise Alrican workers.  Spies
were planted in the Union..,
(Government laws prohibited)
the gathering of more than twen-
iy persons on mine property,
This made the holding of meet-
ings virtually impossible, and il
also meant 4 greal reduction in
the linances of the Uniono as dues
could not be easily collected and
new members could not be
recruited.”

Harry Oppenheimer, the
patriach of the family has showed
has Lrue colours On puUmMerons oc-
casions and is not the liberal
people overseas believe him w

ﬂ.s e saud in parhamens; "We
do not need 1o go i for some kind
of head counting democracy
which in the long run, will turn the
povernment of the country Lo
blacks".

On another occasion he saud; "1
think [Ir:nplc woild also agree
that it is very desirable to have
residential scgregation. | thimk
cveryone in this House is agreed
that it is most undesirable 1o put
political power in the hands of
uncvilised, uneducated people,
as far as we can help "

The policy that Oppenheimer
and his fricnds have chosen is the
long road of dellecting hlack
liberation by trying to co-opt a
clite black middle class.

The book argues that Anglo
will come 1o the rescue of the
government when sanclions
begin 1o bite, "just as it has donc
in time of crises before.”

Sanctions-busting

"Anglo has a well tricd and
tested saunctions-busting opcra-
von in place with its concealed
Swiss metal trading agencies, its
freight network and the seeretive
companies that De Beers and the
CSO use to channel the diamond
trade.”

The book concludes of the fu-
ture relationship between Anglo
and the government "while Anglo
clings 1o the remnants of 1is
liberal image, it continues 1o be
pivolal for the survival of the
whiie state, a role whose impor-
tance will only be eahanced by
nalionalistic cconomic stralegics
and privitisation”,

South Africa Inc is by Duvid Pal-
lister, Sarub Steward and Lan
Lepper. 1t is published by Corgi
Books and costs R19.95 at the
“NAL

Singing and
stamping our
feet to freedom

COWBOY hats and shirts
are the style of the Matla
Coal Gumhboot dance

group from Witbank.

One of the most popular cul
tural groups in the union, the
Mutly group has cight members
They tnld NUM News that the
erigy came logeiher i Janwary
V) as g e group.

When the union was formed,
the group signed up. The Matla
pronip practises ther routine of
sonie and dance on Saturdays and
Sundays,

They sand by expressing ther
shinly bves and strugele through
dancing, they hoped to en-
courage other winrkers 1o par-
ticipate in cultural activities and
pour the union

Cultyral groups such as Matla
are taking part in bailding a cul:
ure of resistance to apartheid.
Whit they are dong by perform
ing ol worker evenis such as the
recienl Withank congress is build-
ing 4 colture of liberation out of
the culiure of repression.

Minewiorkers have a long his
tory of cullural resistance 1o 1he
mine bosses and the government,
Mine songs speak of the
hardships waderground, while
dunces express the struggle and
hard work of daily life.

Al lirst the mine bosses did not
allow mine dancng. Laler they
encouraged il because they were
not preparced to build other forms

of enlertamment on the mines.
They I.huug]ll; il wioadd pr[:'i‘ldﬂ an
outlét for the militancy of
win ks,

They also encournged 0 be-
cause oflen tribal nvalnes broke
oul which suited them.

In South Africa the largest
body of culiural resistance lics
et t books bt in songs and
dance,

Freedom songs are wherever
resistance hves, [rom funerals 1o
union meectings. The songs we
sing Gften use the musical struc-
tures of work chants.

Union songs and dance are nol
just entertainment, bt a weapon
in our struggle.

In rural African sociclies music
was not merely lor enlertainment
but linked with life and the com-
mumity, All the different stages
one went throughwath life had re-
lated songs: cradle songs, praise
songs, songs when a boy reached
pubcrty and war songs.

Music, in modern society, 15 a
commaodity like bread or clothes.

It is hought and sold in the form
ol radios, records and instru-
menis,

Most musicians are nol well
paird, and the profits go to the
record companics. The audience
no longer participaies actively in
the making of the music like in
traditional imes, bul is a passive
consumer who has no say in the
f(inished product.

af the first entries in the NUM cartoom and drawing
competition was "Lunchtime” by Peter Mabena.

"‘ql.\l i
.

The closing date for the
NUM cartoon and drawing
competion has been
extended to the the end of
April, The subject is "Daily
life on the mines”.

Competition for all NUM artists

Send your entries with full
names and addresses 1o
NUM News, PO Box 2424,
Johannesburg 2000,
Prizes are books and
drawing materials.




