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MINING POETS

CULTURE

In the Orange Free State
mineworkers are writing puetry
and starting to organise
themselves around issues nf
culture and liberation
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MANY workers are
starting to speak and write
poelry. Somelimes we are
lucky enough o see our
miner poets al cultural or

union events.

Some recite poetry in English,
while others speak in the more
traditional orator forms in Zulu,
Sotho or Xhosa,

But many more workers need
to start writing and performing
The poets we know of are a drop
in the ocean of potential mine-
worker poels.

Many miner poets are nol eX-
posed (o the work of other pro-
gressive poets or organisations of
cultural workees. QOfien theic
work is not wrillen down, and so
15 lost 1o other generations, They
are demed venues and contact
wilh other poets.

As we build and develop
people’s culture, this wall be one
of our challenges: making sure
the voice of the miner poets
cchoes through South Alrica as il
does through the shalts.

Militant message

The militant message of the
miner pocts s ike the men them-
selves: it s strong, simple and has
the spirit of no compromise_. It
picks up the sounds of the hard
and dangerous work unde-
ground, of marching fect and the
pains and joys of orgamsed wor-
kirs,

Like many other examples of
people’s culture - music, film and
arl - the poetry ol mineworkers
also Jooks forward to a future of
freedom and Liberty.

Members of NUM are begin-
ning o link up with the COSATU
cultural unit and the Congress of
South  Alrican  Writers

(COSAW).

But many NUM mecmbers who
arc ahle 1o write, make music of
act sill have 1o organise them-
selves, COSAW 15 an natvonal or-
wanisaton of writers whose aim il
is 1o become part and parcel of

our siruggle for liberation, non-
raciabiern and democracy.

As popular poct Mezwakhe
Mbuli of COSAW says: "The
most important issue in South Af-
rica today is to work towards the
destruction of apartheid and s
culture, and the creation of a
new, alternative, non-racial,
united and democratic society,”

Culture is a weapon

“IHeel very strongly that culiure
must be used both as a weapon
and a vehicle to raise the aware-
ness of people about their living
conditions and the reasons for
their sulfering”, he says.

"Particularly since svenues of
[eeedom of expression bhave been
allected by the stue ol emer-
gency.”

He stresses the need lor worker
pocts to organise. Mywakhe says:
"One cannot be a coal, burning
along - then one will go eold very
quickly. One needs to burn
together with other coals - then
the conflugsation (fire) will
grow "

The pocms below gre Trom the
Chrange Froe Sinte where mimer
poetls are starling o come
together 1o discuss and perlorm
their work.

LET US NOT FORGET

Dear fellow workers,

Lef wx step into the shoes,

Of the fomilies of our felfow
warkers,

Who have lost their lives in the
mirning accidents,

Let us be pant and parcel of
them,

Dear brethens,

Let us wear the skins,

Of the families of our brothers,

Who have been consumed by
death,

Let us be parr and parcel of
themt,

Degr comeades,
Let ior see what,

Ihe fumidies of our brothers,

Are facing in this sick world,

Let us be part and parcel of
T

Dear Africans,

Let us feed,

Wihat the famifies of our bro-
thers feel,

Then we will know,

Who we are, what we are and
wiy we are.

Dear Africans,

Ler us not forpet,

Oher brothers who become mar-
s,

For our liberty,

We shall nse from the forlom,

And retgn suprerme among other
AT,

Stcphen Rakgosi

ALUTA CONTINUA

The stnichire of our couniry is
rongn,

The fanid of onr forefathers b
been confiscated,

Don't quat young Africany,

The strugple continues.

Youth of Africa,
We have become stranger in the
fand oof our birth,
Don 't allow it to continue.
Don’s retreat voune Afncan,
The strugele continiey.

We are the backbone of this
COURIRY'S ECONNTTY,

But in this country’s wealth we
share not,

Therefore, fipht workers,

The strugpfe continuer.

The heart of Africa is bleeding
Jor our rights,

Our betoved couniry needs our
valour,

The way to frecdom bownds non
quirters,

Therefore, don't quit workers,

The struggle continnes.

Edwin ‘Mapeta’ Tekane
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VICTORY IS CERTAIN

Mauhers and father of Afnca
Shall you prick your ears and lisien
fistewn to dlke voied

Listen (o the sound

bursting through the buller-nddied walls of Luanda
Walls thar gave refiige 10 PLAN combaiants
Combatants wite roued the racist battalions

onl the valfeys of Ciato (hanavale

Listen to this voice
hanging tdes of i
fen dfpg fn |III"."||'
tidex of liheration
Fiy e Bdfien|

Sons aid danghters of o Mother-woil
Shall vou rouse from yewr stiembers and lesten
Aiverce vour siestos

Listent ter the voice

plercing through the billows of Walvis Bay
Biltows that regecred the anchoring of rocist colonial ships
Ships that brought war, injustice i famine

1o the fand of peoce, haospitality and plemty.

Listen o this great vorce
making promises of ¢ hapy future
e Namuheans

provnises of Ul
fo Soutly Afrcany

Roar yourng fioars of my CouRiry, frour
As we're listening to the voice of hope
mum.‘.ermg like a limpet-mine explosion
rimbling over the dusty streets of Kamiua
Streets saturated wiih ividets of Mood
Blood swallowed over lime inmemorial
Blood that oozed fram gaping wonndy of innocent babies
Wounds inflicted by barbanc Koevoet cannibals
g el ficts r‘.rfﬂ Fercisl wairnidh.

Students, feachers, pareitls and werkers .
Mear tiid vence
Hewr this senmd

through the lovi-tovi stamping feef of e energetic youtf
in the sharp wlhilation of @ choking Namibian wortien

under the tear-gas perfumed clond of the sium and ghetro
Bidding welcome back home to the SWAFPO exles

We will hear this same voice

whispered on the half deser-land of Namagua
We will hear this same Senind

rirsibding on the hanks of the fameis Limpopo
We will hear this same voice

shouting in the dense foresis of Lows Trclardr
We will lear trix same sovnd

roxrinig i the ever livelv sireets of Mamclod!
We will hear this same veice

bursting throwgh the motors of capitalist machines

We will hear this same sound

clatténng I'J'IHJHII:;JI Huh'nfﬂ_'.' Frpres " selelienes
We will hear this tgme viuce

aryincing VICTORY 1o s

Ask Pee Wee aboul thix voice

he il teld vou that it canses strokes
Ask F.W. abour this voice

he'll fell you how how bald it makes one to be
Ask Terry about this voice

he 't tell you how good a music I is for laager

But remember
this is not a voice from a minuscule opera
for no racist violin can maich its sound
Bt a voice from an overwlielming majonity
A voice of citizens
wrnited
A veice of patriols
determined
A voice of comrades
committed
A voice that knows only one truth
that Freedom or Death.. . VICTORY IS CERTAIN
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