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NUM general secretary,
comrade Cyril Ramaphosa
said in spite of the
emergency, the dedi¢ation,
commilment, spirit and

enthusiasm of
minéworkers remained
high.

He said 1987 was the year in
which the NUM made its mark
on the mining industry with the
historic Greal Miners Stnke.

"t was i This stoke thal oor
umion - 1ls brave and gallan
members, old and young - 100k
on the combined forces of the
Chamber of Mines and the state.
This challenge to the most
powerlul institutions in the
couniry showed to all and sundry
the hrutality of the forges ol
repression and explonation,”
comrade Ramaphosa said

The stnke captured in a very
clear way the determinaton of
the capitalist mining industry and
s trusted ally, the apartheid
regime, in defending the sysiem
ol poverty wages, migrant labour
and general oppression.” he
added.

Chair for Mandela

A symbolic empty chair, which
comrade Motlatsi sard was not
only a fountain of inspiration but
a symbol of fortitude, commit-
ment, hope and fadh o viciory,
was reserved for the union’s
homorary president, comrade
Nelson Mandela,

To comrade Mandela’s jailers,
our appressors and exploiters
together with their lackeys, the
emply chair is a threat - a
millstone around their necks,
comrade Motlats said

Gwala spoke

Comrade Harry Gwala, a
veteran stalwart of the African
Natignal Congress recently
relcased [rom apartheid’s jail,
delivered the honorary presiden-
tial address on behall of comrade
Mandela

As a histed person, comrade
Ciwala cannol be quoted.

Comrade Jay Nadoo, Cosatu's
general secretary, told the con-
press the democratic forces in
southern Africa arc poised 1o
seire the wmitiative that would
propel vur people towards vic-
tory oveer The forces of apartherd
that have stmned 1the subcon-
tinent with the blood of millions
of e people

That victory, comrade Naidoo
said, lies conirally in the hands of
the warkimg class of which the
mincworkers are the backbone.

He saud in treading the path of
sacrifice, courage and resistance,
workers must remember Lthat
they are walking i the (oolsteps
of gants such as comrades Man-
dela, JB Marks, Gwala and
countless others - many of whom
have paid the ultimate sacrifice.

Regime In crisis

Comrade Naidoo said the
repressive state with its vast ar-
senal of repressive laws from
detention without tral, treason
trials, vigilante sirategies, ban-
nings and restrictions have failed

Nothing will
stop the
mineworkers
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Stalwart HARRY GWALA is embraced by NUM arganisec MANOKO NCHWE after delivering
the honorary presidential address on behalf of jsiled leader, NELSON MANDELA

to dampen the resistance of the
mMasses,

The capitalist sysiem is facing a
structural crisis which it cannot
recover lrom. There hies been vir-
tually no wvestment w the yob
croating seclor because of the
lack of political confidence in the
regime,

Within the rulers conllicts are
mtensilying as the social base of
the reactionary [orces narrows,
Diverse groupings within the
while communiy arc now look-
ing (o the ANC for luture sole-
tions.

He called on workers o work
towards Lhe establishment of a
‘broad coalition® of ant-apart-
hewd forces opposed o repres-
sion and cxploitaton

Rebuild structures

He also called on workers 1o
rebuild structures that have been
weakened or crushed by the
racist regime and (0 streogthen
those that have survived and kepi
the flames of resistance alive.

Comrade Murphy Morobe,
former acting publicity secretary
of the restricted United
Democratic Front (UDF)
warncd delegates against im-
perialist manoceuvres.

He told the congress there is
talk in the imperiabist chambers
that aficr Namihia the focus must
shiflt onto South Afriea, He

warned against the double-spand-
ards of the West so clearly dis-
played in the recent Namibian
crisis. The Western world con-
demned Swapo for the latest
chashes when & was clear whothe
aggressor was - South Alnca.

Our attitude 1o the imperialists
must confinue o be based upon

sound scientific principles.

The sudden clamour far
ncgotiations by the Western
world, comrade Morobe said, 15 2
response 1o the significant sdvan-
es made by the demooratic
movemcnt and the growing un-
certainty of the ability of the
regime Lo safeguard the interests
ol the Western world,

General Secrelary CYRIL RAMAPHOSA congratulated
mineworkers on their strength and courage
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"We must never think of
pnecgotiation outside of our
stratcgic objective, which is
genuine transformation of our
socicly through the transfer of
political and economic power 1o
the masses of the people.”

He said for us to consider
pcgotialions there must eXs1 con-
ditions within which the
Democratic Movement is able 1o
mobihse and organise freely.

Whatever scttlement reached
wn Lhe [ptuee dispensation o this
country, must not be in spite of us
bul becauvse of our achievemenis,
demands and clarity of political
prositions,

Earlicr the NUM's gencral
secrelary, comrade Cyrnil
Ramaphosa, told the ¢ongress
that relations with the mining -
dustry reached an all ime low in
the past two years

This confirmed the union’s
view that the principal concern of
the employers is prolits and
production, and that the well-
being of mineworkers and their
Familics 15 not a priority.

“The repressive measures now
in operalion in the mining in-
dustry are a microcosm Of what
the whole of South Africa really
i5. The State of Emergency is now
a permanent feature of life in this
country,” comrade Motlatsi said.

The past 1wo years has wil-
nessed the bombing of Cosalu
House, Khotso House, Khanya
House and several regional trade
union offices.

"We have also witnessed the
mass production of
kitskonstabels and vigilante
groups, ull with weapons and a
licence to kill our people al ran-
dom,” he added.

High level of discipline

The congress was charae-
teriscd by a high level of dis-
cipline and mcisive participation
from delegates. The high level of
critical debale and discussion
once more highlighted the quality
of leadership at both regional and
local structures of the union.

The apparent current relue-
tance of Western leaders Lo con-
demn the South African regime
and the racist mining indusiry
came under stromg attack loom
delegates who resolved 1o gather
all discriminatory laws and
statutes and hand them over to
major Western leaders.

Delegates pointed out tha
Western leaders have slowed
down on their promise (o dis
mantle apartheid.

Al the cod of four days of
deliberations, the union clearly
chartcd the course it 15 going 1o
folluw in the next (wo years.

The following national olffice-
bearers were elecied into Tull-
lime positions:

Fresident -
Motlatsi,

Vice President - Comrade
Elijah Baray,

Cieneral Secretary - Comrade
Cyril Ramaphosa.

Assistanl General Secrgtary
Comrade Marcel Golding,

Treasurer - Comrade Paul
Meana,

Comrade James



