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Workers march against the LRA through the streets of Johannesburg 

COSATU opens 
doors of learning 
W O R K E R S i n C O S A T U 

r e c o m m e n d e d i n 

e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e t o 

g u i d e t h e m o v e r the n e x t 

t w o y e a r s a t t h e 2 n d 

N a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n 

C o n f e r e n c e o n 2 0 - 2 2 

O c t o b e r . 

The conference also corn-
mi l led itself to ibc Education 
C h a r i e r and L i t e r a c y Cam­
paigns. 

In his keynote address CO­
S A T U General Secretary, Com­
rade Jay Nakloo urged delegates 
to focus ibeir energies 00 develo­
ping a mass approach to educa­
tion and the developing of worker 
educators al every level o f CO­
S A T U , 

Other key poind were: 
• d e v e l o p i n g an under­

standing of the economy es­
p e c i a l l y I he f o r m and 
content o f a post-apart he id 
South Afr ica; 

• debating the A N C s Con­
stitutional Guidelines and 
Ihc Worker's Charier; 

• development o f w o r k i n g 
class culture; 

• training of shop stewards 
leadership and officials. 

After three days of intense de­
l iberat ions, delegates recom­
mended the COSATU cducalioo 
programme cover topics such as 
political economy and building 
socialism. National Democratic 
Struggle, educat ion t ra in ing , 
health and safety, and women. 

Workers march against LRA 
T H O U S A N D S o f w o r k e r s 

i n d i f T o r c n t p a r t s o f t h e 

c o u n t r y m a r c h e d a g a i n s t 

t h e L a b o u r R e l a t i o n s 

A m e n d m e n t A c t o n 14 

O c t o b e r . 
Some of the other mas* actions 

coming out of the Worker Sum­
mit have been a stayaway against 
the racist elections, workers re­
fusing to work overtime and a 
consumer boycott against white 
dang , 

Thousands of mincworkcrs 
mainly in the coal and diamond-
sectors stayed away on Septem­
ber S and 6. 

Negot ia t ions between CO-

SATU/NACTU and SACCOLA 
are proceeding with some suc­
cess. However, other employer 
and state bodies such as SATS 
are still refusing to talk 10 the 

Since 22 September tens of 
thousands of workers around the 
country have been boycott ing 
overtime work. The overtime ban 
is nu in ly in the metal, paper, 
chemical, food and transport in­
dustries. 

A n important test case in the 
B locmfon tc i n A p p e a l Cour t 
found it was the right o f P A W U 
workers at SAB to refuse to work 
overtime. 

About 500 delegates from CO­

S A T U . N A C T U and the inde­
pendent unions attended the sec-
ood Workers Summit on 26 and 
27Augutf . 

The gowrnment tried to dis­
rupt Ihc meeting by sending hun­
dreds of SAP to surround the 
venue and saying on l y t rade 
union members were allowed to 
attend. 

The Worker Summit broke up 
into small groups to avoid police 
action, but this led to confusion 
about some of the planned ac­
tions. 

Four resolutions were passed; 
on the LRA, the September elec­
tions, working class unity and 
stale repression against the union 

movement. 
The resolution on the LRA 

noted that SACCOLA »nd other 
employers continued to delay 
negotiations and called for a pro­
gramme of sustained peaceful ac­
t ion against the LRA. 

The amendments to the L R A 
make it difficult for unions and 
workers to strike. They make it 
easier for the bosses to hire and 
fire workers. 

This makes it more difficult for 
workers to fight for job security, 
better wages and housing i f there 
is little job security. 

The bosses are using the LRA 
to stop lawful strikes by going to 
court for interdicts. Companies 

arc delaying industrial court de­
cisions for years by using the new 
appeal procedures. 

Ways that workers can fight the 
LRA are: 
• planning all strikes carefully 
• considering how to react to 

i n t e r d i c t s against l aw fu l 
strikes 

• workers representing them­
selves individually in oppos­
ing interdicts in court 

• demanding any disciplinary 
action after mass action must 
be done collectively 

The campaign against the 
union-bashing Act needs to be 
advanced and built up al a local 
level, 

COSATU congress says 
build mass movement 

C O S A T U ' s T h i n ! N a t i o n a l 

C o n g r e s s i n J u l y w a s 

a t t e n d e d by 1903 de lega tes 

r e p r e s e n t i n g 9 2 1 4 9 7 

p a i d - u p m e m b e r s . T h e 

N U M h a d 4 2 4 d e l e g a t e s 

p r c s e n L 
Tfce C ing r i t s was significant 

not only because of its s i " , but 
because of the high levd of amity 
j n d cohesion umong COSATU 
affiliates. 

The resolution on the Labour 
Relatione Amendment Act cam­
paign demanded union rights for 
domestic, fa rm, publ ic sector 
and forestry worfcers. I t com­
mitted COSATU to intensifying 
the protest campji|>n against the 
Act. 

The rvMiltitinti on building the 
Mass Democrat ic Movement 
said COSATU should extend I t* 
disciplined alliance with mast 
democratic structures at local. 
regional j i t d national levels. 

I t called on COSATU locals 
and union members to support 

community campaigns, and aid 
l a the rebui lding of the M D M . 

Looking to • post-apartheid 
society, the Congress called on 
union members to study and de­
bate the ANC Const i tu t ional 
Guidelines. 

A reso lu t i on on economic 
treads called for developing a 
good understanding of how the 
South African cconom> worked, 
and how as to restructure It so H 
met the needs of the people. 

Another resolution called for 
the federation to launch a cam­
paign to discus* and debate a 
W o r t o n * Charter. 

Hir resolution on building an 
anil-apartheid coalit ion called 
for a conference to unite a l l 
f o r m opposed to apartheid. 

Office bearers elected were: 
President - El i jah Bareyl, First 
Vict President - Chris Dtaminl. 
Second Vic* President - John Go-
momo. Tr raMir r r - Ronald Mo-
fokeng. General Sccreatary * Jay 
Naldoo and Assistant General 
Secretary - Sydney MufumadL 

I0TS RETURN 
WITS REGION 

IEMBERS 

P 

COSATU S A C 
I ^ OF STRUGGLE -

COSATU Wits region salutes SACTU patriots, and thirty five years of proud 
worker struggle by SACTU. The trade union federation was formed in 1954. 
COSATU locals are responsible for many activities In the union movement 
ranging from strike solidarity support to marches in the regions. NUM 
members must help build COSATU locals with other unions where they do 
not exist, and make weak ones strong. 


