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Forty years of the 
Nats? Thats no cause 
to celebrate. 
T H E N a t i o n a l i s t 

c e l e b r a t i o n s For r u l i n g o u r 
coun t ry for 4 0 y e a r s r each 
a h igh po in t on D e c e m b e r 

16. 
For ihc Nationalists together 

with their financial backers * 
monopoly cap i ta l i s t s - the 
celebrations mean "success' in 
politics and economy. 

But in the words of COSATU 
p re s iden t . Elijah Barayi : 
"Workers have gained absolutely 
nothing since the Nats came to 
power in 1948." 

T o start with wc were never 
consulted when the government 
was formed, they declared a 
while Republic in 1961, again 
without our consent. All the laws 
made by the white Parliament arc 
thus imposed on us". 

'With the new Labour Rela­
tions Acl t all our past gains 
achieved in the post Wiehahn era 
have been eroded. Therefore 
workers have nothing to 
celebrate on this 40th anniversary 
of Nationalist Party misrule.-

"No celebrations for the ex­
ploited masses of this country", 
he said. 

The success story of Afrikaner 
and Nationalist capital is at the 
core of the apartheid system - the 
control of the majority to enrich 
the few who constitute the ruling 
class. White workers support this 
system as they get fat pay packets 
at the expense of black workers. 

The winning of elections by the 
Nationalist Party in 1948 began a 
new per iod of intensified 
miseryfor black people. 

Repressive laws 
A vicious network of repressive 

legislation was thrown over the 
a l ready oppressed peop le . 
Homelands, group areas, forced 
removals, and pass laws became 
tools to control the people. The 
people were opposed to passes * 
particularly when the pass laws 
were extended to women. 

Sharpeville massacre 
In 1960 the level of anti-pass 

campaigning reached its highest 
when demonstrators marched to 
various police stations without 

carrying passbooks while others 
burned thei rs . On the 21sl 
March, the police killed 69 
African anti-pass demonstrators 
at Sharpeville. 

The Sharpevi l le kil l ings 
marked a turning-point in the 
politics of mass action. 

First emergengy 

To suppress the peoples' revolt 
the first slate of emergency was 
declared and the ANC was 
banned. Thousands of people 
were detained. 

Workers' organisations were 
crushed by the heavy blows of the 
Nationalist government. The 
militant SACTU was stripped of 
its leadership through deten­
tions, bannings and imprison­
ment while others were forced to 
go abroad. 

Huge profits were made by the 
apartheid financiers after the 
repression in the sixties. With the 

The Great Trek rolls again: but isn't it time the Nats moved on 

advertisement for Job 
The Sarmcol Workers Co-operative, SAWCO, a project ot 

Numsa requires a co-ordlnator tor Us two service projects 
(bulk buying and primary health). The new statt person 
will work with the current staft team of two who are working 
on SAWCO's production and cultural projects. 

Candidates will need to have a proven track record In 
community/trade union organisation. Additional 
advantages will be fluency In Zulu and English, experience 
of consumer/primary health projects and a drivers license. 
A commitment to the building of democratic structures is 
essential. 

Salary is at NUMSA organiser rates (which Include a car 
allowance). Please write to P O Box 156, Howlck, 3290 
enclosing a copy of your CV. You should also phone 
(03321) 2664/5321 If you need any further information. 

Closing date for the appivcation is 31st December 1988. 

apartheid industries growing 
fast, the number of African 
workers increased and they 
started taking jobs in commerce. 

The militancy of this section of 
the working class became evident 
in 1973 when a wave of strikes 
swept the country. In an attempt 
to cu rb this mil i tancy the 
Nationalist government allowed 
Africans to have their own trade 
unions subject to registration. 

Three years after the workers 
strikes, their sons and daughters 
rebelled against the system of 
Bantu Education introduced by 
the Nationalist government in 
1954. 

BARAYI: Workers have gained nothing since the Nats 
came to power -

The 1976 revolt marked 
another turning point in the 
struggle. 

The determination to oppose 
apartheid by the youth rc-kindlcd 
Ihc spi r i t o f oppos i t i on 
throughout Ihc whole country. 

June 1976 uprising 

In the meantime other Africans 
in the neighbouring countries 
won independence. 

These historic events further 
stirred the feelings of resistance 
against apartheid among the op­
pressed and exploited of our 
country. 

The 1980s saw the resurgence 
of [he mass democratic move­
ment. People formed their own 
organisations lo control their 
own lives. 

Civic organisations, youth con­
gresses, student, women, village 
and chiefs* organisations were es­
tablished throughout ihc whole 
country. 

Workers as a social group 
formed their unions outside the 
legal restrictions put by the 
government. 

The workers on Ihc factory 
floor came lo realise the link be­
tween their living conditions in 
the townships and compounds (o 
their conditions of work and low 
wages. 

As mass action increased 
against apartheid, an umbrella 
body for co-ordination of in­
dividual o rgan isa t ions and 
groups was needed - and so or­
ganisations like the UDF was 
formed. 

Workers move to lead 

The mili tancy of the 
democratic workers movement 
was made a reality by the forma* 
tion of COSATU and other or­
ganisations. 

COSATU later adopted the 
Freedom Charter. Mass action 
reached its peak in the period be* 
tween 1984 - 1986 when people 
started controlling their lives 
through democratic structures. 

The government felt it was 
losing control and set the state 
machinery in motion to defeat 
opposition. Townships and vil 
lages were occupied by soldier: 
with armoured vehicles* 

Shootings and detentions be 
came (he order of the day. Th( 
detentions carried on for almos 
two years without decline. 

While the Nationalist govern 
ment and its supporters prepare 
for the highest moment of tht 
40th anniversary for their misruli 
and economic mismanagement 
on December 16, for the blacl 
working class and the opprcssci 
masses the struggle continues. 

December 16 also mark? 
another turning * point. For i 

was on this day 27 years ago that 
Umkhonto wc Sizwc conducted a 
wave of sabotage acts to mark the 
beginning of the organisations 
armed struggle. 

Nothing to celebrate 
With hundreds of people still in 

detention and scores on death 
rowwaitingfor the hangman, mil­
lions being subjected to forced 
removals, young lives lost due to 
malnutrition and other hunger 
re la ted d i seases and the 
anonymous killing squads assas­
sinating anti-apartheid activists 
and trade unionists, there is noth­
ing to celebrate. 

The Nationalist policies have 
divided our country into two hos­
tile camps. 

For the black working class the 
path is clear - an end to apart­
he id . It is only under ? 
democratic government that (he 
working class will be able to rid it­
self of oppression and exploita­
tion. 


