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Chileans form trade union federation
CHILE - As Chile voted "Na” 1o army dictator Pinochet, the Chilean
trade wion movement also made the most of the opening of politcal
space

Over L1 T delegates representing 160, 00 workers mel in August 1o
relaonch Chale s natonal trsde anion federation. It will replace the one
banned following the 1971 mulnary coup

The pew trade umon federation Central Unitana de Trabagsdores
(CUT) estimates that BO%: of the orgamsed working class from all sec-
[0 ‘-.L“Ihlh. il

In thewr “Programme of Struggle™ the Chulean trade umonists commit
themselves 1o "a new socal order, of genuine pustice, democracy and
liberty for Clule”

Aquino’s vigilantes attack unionists
PHILLIPINES - Trade unionists are under aitack from vigilantes in
Aquino’s Phillipines. In the last fifleen months at least five shop ste-
wards of the umion federation KMU (Kilusang Mayo Uno), have been
shot dead by a vigilanie death squad group called "KADRE"

KADRE amd oiher death ""l“"d-“ have the suppor of the Agquino gov-
emmenl. Presadent Cory Aguino has called them a “concrete mani fes-
tation of people’s power”. According to the independent Commussion
on Trade Umon nghts, such anacks show the increasing use of vigilan-
tes and Latn Amencan style disappearances as pan of the Aguino gov-
ermment s Jow mtensity conflict” strategy wsed aganst opposition
forces.

The KMU said the situation in the Phillipines was a "undeclared state
of martial law with a liberal facade”. Aquino has also refused 10 repeal
Marcos® repressive labour code and has ordered the army 1o dismantle
pickel lines

GREAT BRITAIN - Two hundred and forty one of the hundeds of
miners sacked by the Coal Boarnd duning the 1984-85 Bruish miners
strike are still out of work

TANTAMNIA - Tansama is gowng ahcad with coal miming. A Chanese
buih mine 2 Kwira is under construction and wall soon produce 150,000
tons of coal each yeur

COLAUMBIA - Smoe 1986 over (30 Cofumfwan trade vmomsts have

been assasonaled, dsappeared or gravely wounded

On 3 Apnl 28 agnoulral workers were killed by government sc.
curity forces. Columbian workers have formed an organisation called
CUT 1o protest against govermment attacks,

CUT has been involved in demonstrations and days ol solidanty such
as the successful March ol Silence against the iy War. Therr slogan

is "Better 1o be with lear than (o cease to be because of fear”

'Sulid_aritf with Peru strikers

| STRIKING mineworkers in Peru
i m South Amecrica are coming
| under attack from the govern-
menl and employers
Mineworkers have been on
strike for ncarly eight weeks.
They are standing solid.
Employers are refusing to
negotiate at a national level. The
governmenl is nol alicmpling Lo
bring the two parties 10 the
negotiating table, but has come in
support of the mine bosses.

Their wmon ollice has been

rasded by police and national ex- |

ccutive members detamed

The NUM has senl a contriba-
tion to the Peruvian mine
workers strike fund to help feed
miners and their familics.

In a statement of sohdanty, the
NUM said “it was the inlernation-
al norm that workers be [ree to
associate and withdraw their
labour in order (o advance ther

Causc .

THE NUM and the National
Union of Mineworkers of
America are to submit a resolu-
iion (o the 46th Miners Interna-
tional Federation {(MIF)
congress in Harare next year call-
ing on the executive commitlee to
look at the possibility of a merger
with other international
mineworkers' federations like the
International Miners Organisa-

NUM call for international miner unity

Lion,
The NUM resolution says that it
is in the direct inlerest of mine
workers “to join forces with
workers in other countries who
work for the same multinational
corporations in order (o carry out
effective joint action®.

The president of the IMO is
British mine worker lcader Ar-
thur Scargill
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THE powerlul slogan of the
mineworkers of Namibia is
"A people united shall
neverhedeleated”.

For the people of Namubia -
dependence is closer than ever
belore. PW Botha and South Al-
nca have agreed o the negotial-
mg table with Cygba, Angola,
Amernica and the USSR tha
Namibwan independence under
the Unned MNations Resolulion
435 wall 1ake place soon

Bul the workers and peasants
of Namubia, led by SWAPO, wall
nil helieve Sowgih Africa’s
promises unil they see free and
far elections happen, They have
suffered 100 long as a colony of
aparthed

Workers slayaway

On 20 and 21 June this year
MNamubian workers ook two days
of stayaway aclion lo prolest
against the prescnce of SADF
military bases in Northern Nami-
bia. Workers - united in their
federation NUNW (National
Union of Namibian Workers) -
demanded the removal of the
SADF bases, the release ol detai-
nees and that police violence

should be hahed
NUM has good relanons wath

the Mincworkers Umion of Nami-
bia (MUN) since as launch. As
Commade Elijah Barayi said in his
specch 1o the second congress of
MUN this year: "We are not only
fighting the same racist apartheid
state. In many aspects we are
fighting the same employers.”

On 23 November 1986 the
Mineworkers Umion ol Namibia
was lamnched in Katutura, Wind-
boek

MUN membership has more
than doubled afier its launch h

Viva MUNI Namibian workers are impatient for their independence from apartheid

Workers of Namibia
demand control

Ready for the day
MUN's general secretary, BEN
ULUNGA told NUM News that by
building worker democracy and
control Iin the unions now,
workers were getling ready for
the future free Namibia. "Workers
will have more control when we
make the laws", he said.

now stands ol over 9 (I signed
up members which is close 10 50
per cent of the entue worklorce
in the mining industry

About 2 (KK people are em-
ployed on the munes, The mun

employers are Consolidated [Dha-

mond Mines (I Beers), Ross
ing. a subssdiary of Rio Tinio m
the U K and Tsumebh TCL.
pwned by Gold Feelds and a
Umited States Company

The chuel minerals mmned are
diamonds., wramum, copper and
lead.

Minerals dominale Namibia's
gross domestic product (GDP)
accounting for 40% and are re
sponsible for the bulk of the
aparthewd -regime’s revenue in
lares.

MUN hay signed recogmbon
agreements with CDM, SWA L
thium and Salt Co and Rossmg
An access agreemeni has been
signed with TCL

Apartheid's colony

The backgrournd to the prob-
lem of workers in Namibia is the
reality of Namibia's stalus as 3
colony ille gally occupied by racist
South Afnica. Labour legislation
is conservative and racist

The MUN came sbhoul as the

. Miners own answer 10 3 siluabon

of colomalism and aparthesd.

In South Alrica, wages for
mineworkers who do the hardest
and most dangerous work in the
mines are amongst the lowest in
the South Alfrica economy,
Wages for muneworkers are, o4
average. 20 percent below those
i m.‘ll‘lllr;h:tunrlﬂ

But in Namibia, the siuation is
iifferent. Miners i Namubwa pet
more money those than workers
in other seciors. Buol wages on
Namibian munes are ofien lower
than on similar mines 10 South
Afnca.

For example the minimum
wage for the Al band m De Beers
mines in Namagualand, Kimber-
ley and Prenuer ix now R553 a
momth. Although MUN recently
negotialed a 21% increase al
some Muncs, there are workers
getung as low as R90 a month.

Worker control

The MUN and mineworkers
take democracy and workers
control very seriously. Al their
special congress in February
MUN resolved that the union
had the crucial task of belping
baild democracy. Workers had
the practical task of creaung or-
gans of and building "Peoples’
Power™.

MUN has been harassed by
mine authoritics and the regime.
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