MINERS

TAKE TO

THE STREETS

Since the beginning of May,
hundreds of thousands of
mineworkers have embarked
on a wave of mass action in
support of aliving wage, an
end to repression and a
general improvement in
working conditions.

More than 1650 000 workers
have challenged the bosses'
oppression and domination
by staging protest marches,
underground sit-ins, go-
slows and strikes,

Eskom workers also staged
a national protest action on
June 29. This action forced
the bosses to stop their
programme of restructuring
the industry which have re-
sulted in heavy job losses
(see story on page 8).

Chronology of
protest actions

May 23

*Ten thousand workers from
Gold Fields and JCI mines
marched in Johannesburg to
present demands at head of-
fices of the two mining
houses.

SACP General Secretary
Chris Hanl, was amongst
those who led the march and
p'edged SACP support to the
denands of mineworkers.

June 5
* About 20 000 workers at
Anglo American

Corporation’s Vaal Reefs
mines marched to the bosses
offices to present demands.

Demands included the aboli-
tion of the mines' private
army, recognition of NUM by
mines, declaration ofa mora-
torium on retrenchments,
turning hostels into family
homes, removal of racial dis-
crimination, an end to union
bashing and the installation
of an Interim Government.

Elm' uf force: mlnmrkn'l out
in the strects of Johannesburg.

June 13

* 3000 Anglo-Vaal's
Haartebeesfontein workers
marched in Johannesburg to
present demands to improve
conditions of employment.

Hartebeesfontein Gold Mine
Is known for its anti-union
activities. NUM members have
been organising workers with
management always delaying
or destroying new member-
ship forms due for process-
ing. This tactic has made it
difficult for NUM to gain rec-
ognition.

The 19 000-strong workforce
support NUM, while bosses
use dirty tacties to deny them
freedom to belong to the union
of their choice.

Workers demands are:-

* thie recognition of NUM for
all job categories 1-8;

* the proper and speedy pro-
cessing of stop order forms;
*an immediate end to harass-
ment of workers by mine se-
curity;

*the provision of quality food.

June 17

20 000 miners employed at
Anglo Amerlcan's mines in
Carletonville marched in de-
mand of a decent wage and
the democratisation of hos-
tels. The workers were from
Western Deep Levels and
Elandsrand gold mines.

NUM Vice-president Elijah
Barayl led the march from
Western Deep Levels No. 9
shaft to the mine manager's
office at No.3 shaft.

NUM delegation was met by
mine managers who prom-
ised a speedy response to the
miners demands.

June 19

More than 6000 President
Steyn miners marched to the
mine offices demanding a liv-

ing wage.

Amemorandum demandinga
20 percent wage increase was
presented to mine bosses. An-
other demand was for free
riders to pay a fee for services
they enjoy from efforts of the
NUM.

June 24

Rand Mines' Harmony gold
mine was [looded with 10 000
miners demanding better con-
ditions of work and an end to
large-scale retrenchments

I8 secent viait to Criba By a dc:legatlun of the National Union
of Mineworkers, Fidel Castro personally welcomed them to
the country. The NUM delegation had attended May Day

Motlatsi meets Cuban
president Fidel Castro

celebrations in the country's capital, Havana. Over a million

people jolned in the festivities.

James Motlatsi, president of the NUM, is seen in the picture
above shaking hands with the Cuban leader.

The NUM has sent a number of workers to Cuba for training in
ﬂddnluchuengineeﬂngrnrpeﬂnd:ufuptumm.

against poverty wages.

Dum.ml for better wages: pn.rt of m.-l‘.nuwurlmrl dmummtlng

that are currently underway.
6000 workers are to lose their
jobs in this latest attack on
mineworkers jobs.

June 25

About 7 500 mineworkers at
Anglo's Free Staie Saalplaas
gold mine marched from their
hostels to the manager's of-
fice to present “emands.

Demands were for the im-
provement of general condi-
tlons of work and higher
wages.

June 25

The entire workforce at L. M.S.
of 337 marched to manage-
ment office to demand better
conditions of work and a liv-

ing wage.

June 29

3000 Eskom workers marched
on Eskom offices at Megawatt
Park near Johannesburg.

The major demand was tostop
Eskom from unilaterally re-
structuring the industry.
Another demand concerned
supplying electricity to the 23
million blacks who need It
now. Eskom is now involved

in negotiations with unions

to discuss, amongst others,
the restructuring process and
the involvement of workers
therein.

June 29

7000 mineworkers at Anglo's
Freddies Mine in OFS
marched in protest against
poverty wages and bad work-
ing conditions.

June 30

9000 mineworkers at Anglo’s
Free State Geduld demon-
strated against starvation
wages and bad conditions of
work.

NUM to donate
R30 000 to victims

of violence

The Mational Union of
MMineworkers INUNMN has commit
teditselftocontnibute anamount
of R30 000,00 to the Boipatong
Relief Fund to helpthe victims of
the Boipatonpg massacre and
pther viclims of violence
throughout the country.

The anneuncement was maide by
James Motlatsy, when address
ingthousands of workersat West
ern Deep Levels on June 28, The
workers werh commemaoaral i-T'L_L‘,
the vietims of Boipatonginwhich
marethan 30 EH"r_]]_‘_IEr" W re killed
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