
BAKHALA NGEFREEDOM CHARTER 
COSATU adopts the Freedom Charter 

T h e a i n g i n g r a n g 
t h r o u g h Ihe F lower 
H a l l , a f t e r C O S A T U 
adopted the Freedom 
C h a r t e r . " R a k b a h i 
n g * F reedom C h a r t s . " 
The COSATU Congress 
s a i d : " T h e Freedom 
C h a r i e r i t t he o o l j 
gu i d i ng document In 
o u r t l m g g l e -ga ina t 
n a t i o n a l o p p r e s s i o n 
a n d e c o n o m i c 
e x p l o i t a t i o n . ** 

C O S A T U ADOPTS 
r K K K D O M CHARTER 

The Freedom Charter enjoys 
-1-.\ support mil hat become 
• rallying point among all the 
people in our country 

A i ta t political and economic 
c r i a i i deepens l a d the 
struggle against aat lonel 
n pp rei ».i r. and economic 
exploi tat ion intensifies the 
demands o r the Freedom 

Chanrr h a l t taken oa a n r » 

meaning 10 workers 

Today we can truly say that 
lac Freedom Charter has 
become the beacon to oar 
dragg le . i • relevance of 

the demands of the Freedom 
Charier l i re f lected i a I he 

democratic manner in aibich 

ii wu drawn . r 

In I93J waeo £ K - Marthevn 
called on the people to glee 
iheir * i i t o n o f the future 

South Afr ica, thousands of 
vo lunteers dressed up ia 
ibetr khakhi uniforms, went 
door to door, lector? l o 
factory, farm 10 farm to 
collect the d c m i u d i f rom t W 

pccole. Thcie demands *cre 
compi led in to a document 
va ich * a i presented to Ihe 
CONGRESS OF THE PEOPI^. 
Three taoaiand delegate* 
debated thcK demand* and 
finally the Freedom Charter 
w a i adopted l l K l ip town on 

36 June 1955 by 
r e p r c i e a i a t t v e t o f t a t 
majority of all Soma Air lcaiu 

On 16 Jely 1987. thirty two 
yean later. COS A TV adopted 
the Freedom Charier aa • 
gu id ing document wh ich 
re flee u the aspirations and 
v i e w i of the major i ty o f 
oppressed and captatcd. 

T a b came after the N U H 
adopted the Freedom Coaxter 

at i t * Fifth N'Hiatal Congress 
in February 1987. Since the 
MUM' i resolution it> adopt the 
Freedom Charter. C A W U . 
FAWU. CCAWUSA and NUfctSA 
adopted the Freedom (Duller 
A l l other COSATU aitil laaei 
have had . . • • • • . . debaiei 
about tae Freedom Q u n r r 

Tae COSATU congress a l io 
resolved ibat we a* aorfceti 
m u i l develop a coherent 
u n d e m a n d i n g o f the 
demand! of the Freedom 
Charier, T a i l la non OUT 
important task-

SOCIALISM... 
Means FREEDOM* 

We need to i * ilvei 
ODQ memben of ouf uai i .istcr led rally after the >itioml Coerrei* in February rail year. 

Them i " f c » 

'* tb t Frrree 

wbat do we aa wotkert mean 
wbea we say: "The people 
•hall govern*? We are not 
referring to aa election once 
every f i ve yean whereafter 
par l lamemar iana fcaut a 
mandate to d o aa they please 

unl i t the n e n elect ion. 
Workers fcaow aoa laey run 
iheir trade unioat When 
they elect ahati t t cwBtd i 
thoae abaft stewards cannot 
do ai they pirate They mull 
coaitant ly go back to ihe 
worken »ho elected them for 
mamUtea . l i k e w i s e when wo 
elect our representatives an 
any body or government rhcy 
must be accountable to the 
people who elected them. 
The people mutt be able to 
recall their re pre tentat ive! 
and g ive t hem f r e t h 
mindite*. Tsey musi be able 

t o r e m o v e h e i e 
re pre »c n ta tl vea f rom t heir 
of f icei i f they don't rcreieni 
the inatreit erf the pcope who 
elected Area, We kmw lac 
Freedom Charier say thai 
"all bodies o f minority mle.>. 
shall be rep laced by 
democratic orgs at of telf-
lovcrameni ' or. i f put in tae 
language o f the eighties, 
" democ ra t i c orgaar o f 

people'i wtmr. 

Tncic arc the latuei raw we 
n u n debate to deveop a 
coherent understanding i f the 
Freedom Charter 

DEMOCRACY AND 
FREEDOM 

Our resolution encourag*! the 

rul lc i t diacuealoe o* tocial i im 
and democracy In oa r 
structure* and amoagat all 
progre stive organ H A T H A * . I t 

lays that workers in our 
country are not oaly u r i i i ng 
for better conditions in the 
mines, factories, thopa and 
farms but a l t o for a 
democratic tocieiy controlled 
by ihe worker* aad la which 
there is an equal dlt fr ihui lon 
• mong i t workers o f the 
country's ncalth* 

What i t the nature o r this 
society we are fighting for1 

Mow w i l l we achieve this 
society? 

Tae Freedom Charter lays a 
b u m fo tae building of a nan 

etptoiuiite society. Soene 
intellectual! have beea ai 

pains to point out that this Is 
not ao+ This position however 
thowt a tack of 
understanding of our struggle. 

We arc involved in a very 
b h t e r s t ragg le a g a t n i i 
na t iona l oppreasioa aad 
economic cxptoi iat lo*. For 
miners in South Africa rait I t 
a crude reality We live ta the 
m o i l miserable hos te l * , 
plucked from oar hornet and 
not even part o f communities 

nearby the mine*. W* are 
forced to bOrk in tae worst 

conditions underground and 

for meagre wages. Stack 
tn inert are vK i ims o f the 
worst racist pracikea. 

Thut for u i . aa miners, the 
atruggk against profit huagry 
bot iea muit take place 
aloagside the itruggle againat 
apartbeid For us there ia no 
conf l ict between the two. 
Capitalism aad apartbead tn 
two intcparabk evila. 

FORWARD TO A 
UTyTTCD FRONT 

COSATU alone caanoi being 
abou t a change l a 

overnment. T o build ihe 
society where worker* w i l l 
control tbe state we need to 
f o r m a l l i a n c e s w i t h 
progre ia ivc organ iaattons. 
Because a few individual! can 
call themselves a ptogreaiive 
orgmiatloa i t la n rce tu ry to 

C eC 

d e r i n e c l e a r l y w h a t 
progresii»e organirioaa are. 

We believe that 
rro£TT-*ii*e 

organisation ts a maai based 
o r g a a l a a i i o n w i t h a 
coatt i ivej icy and a pro vea 
record id out atruggle. 

We do not need to (ear the 
p o w e r f u l o r g a n i s a t i o n s , 
bcc inc w t w i l l show them in 
struggle thai the vision of a 
worker*! future is a future for 
all who want a society that 
wi l l be free from fair, hunger 
aad poverty. 

Our reioiutioa also calls oa ua 
to build tiructurea oa which 
the united froat w i l l reir . 
P J I I i i aa important task: ibat 

we a i workers muit embark 
oa. We mutt not attempt to 
draw these up oa a drawing 
board, but through our day to 
day eaperieacea. We mu i t 
b r ie f together our comrades 
in ihe Youth, Civ ic . Women* 
Unemployed and Pol i t ical 
organ*asriont In an alliance. 

Finally w* muit remember 
thai h i t tory i t not made sa 
rc io lut ion wr i t lag but In the 

actions thai we take. Oar taik 
U . f i" Hi i •"• r r calls m aa 

orgaaitcd workers to provide 
leader skip at this crucial 
moment ia oar lown ih ip t . 
mines and f K l o r i n . 

y 
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the r r t t d t t a t i t ' * f t rtee r * ^ 
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This is 
what 
we 
want! 
THE Chamber of Mines 
knows what we want 
Our demands are clear: 

Wages — 30% 
We are among the 

lowest-paid workers in 
the country, yet we do 
the hardest and most 
dangerous work. 

Although we are only 
supposed to work 96 
hours, we all know that 
we work much longer. 
On gold mines, the 

minimum wage is R238 
a month.On coal mines, it 
is R225 per month. On 
this pittance, the 
Chamber of Mines 
expects us to support our 
families. 
The Chamber of Mines 

is only prepared to give 
us between 15 percent 
and 23,5 percent 
increases on gold and 
coal mines. 

We say: Down with 
poveity and slave wages! 

Leave Days - 30 
Leave conditions differ 

in the mining industry. 
Some mining houses 
give 14 days, others 21 
or 28 days. 
The mining industry 

employs migrant workers 
who go home yearly after 
their contracts are 
finished.We demand the 
right to have more leave 
days to spend with our 
families. 

June 16 as a paid 
holiday 
The youth of our 

country have been in the 
forefront of the struggle 
against gutter education. 
Many have died since 
June 16, which is an 
important day in the 
history of our country's 
struggle for liberation-

Danger pay 
Every year over 400 of 

our comrades die in the 
mining industry. 
Thousands are injured, 
many permanently. Our 
workplace is very 
dangerous, and we 

demand a danger 
allowance. 
But, even though 

hundreds of our 
comrades die every year, 

the Chamber of Mines 
still considers safety to 
be an issue on which 
thev make all the 

•r 

decisions. 

Death benefit — t o 
be Increased to live 
years' earnings 
At present, our families 

will only receive two 
years' earnings if we die 
— which is far too little. 

The union's demands 
are reasonable.We have 
spent many meetings 
trying to win them,but 
the Chamber of Mines 
is big-headed, and says it 
has given enough 
improvements. 
Let us make Sunday 9 

August 1987 the day 
South Africa's 
mineworkers make their 
mark! 
Let us make it a day of 

disciplined and united 
action! 
Let us make it a day of 

unity! 


