MAYIBUYE NUMBER 3

Gy 1982, YEAR OF UNITY IN A

KING Sobhuza of Swaziland — one of the world's longest-
ruling momarchs — passed away on Saturday the 20st of
) August before the thomy question of land being ceded to

Swaziland had been resolved.
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The FPresident of the

ANC, Comrade O.R. Tambo,

speaking in Maputo on July
23 said, "“The African
National Congress of South
Africa hopes to meet with
King Sobhuza Il of Swaziland

in the near future to discuss
the South African “offer'" of

the KaNgwane bantustan and

the Ingwavuma
Swaziland.’

PRESS CONFERENCE

Speaking at a press con-
ference in Maputo on July
2 3 President Tambo said that
the ANC had already had two
sets of discussions with the
Swazi authorities. The [lirst
took place the week before.
The ANC delegation was
headed by President Tambo
himself, while the Prime
Minister, Prince Mabandla
Diamini, led the Swazi side.

“l ocannot say that

: s
PRESIDENT 0. R. TAMBO

strip to

agreement was reached on the
two principal issues,” said
President Tambo. “First, the
border question, and
secondly, the intention of the
South African regime to
denationalise some one
million black South Africans
and throw them into Swazi-
land."" But agreement was
reached, he continued, “that
it was necessary to see the
King himself.'" President
Tambo expected the meeting
to take place shortly after the
OAU Heads of State Summit.

He stressed that, “The
ANC wants to avoid a
conflict among the opponents
of the Pretoria regime. We

8 have felt that this is a matter

we can discuss and reach an
agreement upon between the
ANC and the Swaziland
authorities, or between
Swaziland authorities and the
leaders of the Southemn

African region.'
PUBLIC STATEMENTS
As a result, President

Tambo added, “The ANC
had made few public state.
ments on this affair, in spite
.of the-fact that we all feel
very sirongly about it"
However, many statements
had emanated from Mbabane
and Pretoria, some of which
had misrepresented the ANC,
“It is ne to comect
false impressions’ said the
President.. He described the
land deal as “a move against
the interest of Africa.’' He
condemned the attempis by
Pretoria to deprive a further
million South African of
their citizenship and make
them :qulll‘u of another
country. he  apartheid
regime, he continued, wished

to destroy SADCC (Southemn
Africa Development
Coordinating  Conference),
and build up instead the
“constellation of Southem
African States'' in which it
would like to see as members
Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland, as well as the
“independent’’ bantustans.
“We have pleaded’’ Presi.
dent Tambo said, “and we are
pleading with our brothers in
Swaziland, a country which
supports our struggle, to stay
its hand in this matter, and to
avoid being pushed into a
position in which it is allied
with the Pretoria regime

against everybody else.”

OAU

““We went on, heyond a
willingness to discuss the
matter’”, there was so far “no
indication' that the
Swaziland authorities were
prepared to change their
minds. But the ANC did not
intend to take the matter to
the OAU: "“"We think we
should first exhaust the possi-
bilities of having it resolved
by the leaders in this region,
if the ANC itsellf does not
succeed. What Pretoria
wanis'" he continued “is to
compound divisions and con-
fMicts inside the OAU."" The
ANC had no intention of
helping the regime in this,
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Border questions, President
Tambo said, “are the subject
ol bitter conflict, and some
of them are threalening the
very life of the OAU. Only
an enemy of the OAU would
wanl to add another border
question.

“The ANC has nol gone
into the merits of where the
border should be. We have
contentled ourselves with
saying that it is possible to
prove that any border in
Africa is in the wrong place,
It's the easiest thing to do.”

Asked if he believed that
Swaziland had agreed to end
its support for the Liberation
Movement as part of the land
deal with South Africa, Com-
rade O.R. Tambo said he did
not Lthink that Swaziland
would enter "an express
agreement under which it
would withdraw support for
the ANC.""

Continued on Page 17

Johannes Shabangu

Motaung,  Jerry Semano
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Youth marches forward

INSIDE and outside our country the struggle by the youth
and students to consolidate their gains, recoup their losses
and plan future strategies and tactics has been intensified in

recent months.,

‘The ANC Youth in the
External Mission held a
successful conference In
August (discussed in next
issus) while the democratic
students’ organizations inside
the country held conferences
in a spirit that showed the
ever broadening unity among
the democratic forces at all
levels..

Although much has been
achieved in our conferences
as democratic students inside
the country, a lot more still
needs to be done in terms
of organization and the
popularization of the people's
democratic and non-racial
programme — the Freedom
Charter. The conference and
the invited speakers spoke
a common language on the
need for democracy within
our organizations and the
society as a whole; however,
have we done tnnuh ground
work to bring the Freedom
Charter to every school and
university and to evolve
effective organizational
structures to create a broad
democratic students’ front?

The increasingly repressive
machinery of the fascist state
will spare no effort in its
attempts to reverse our gains
and destroy our organiza-
tions. It is thus imperative
to create effective and
durable organizational struct-
ures and to develop, on the
basis of the Freedom Charter,
a common approach to all

our problems so as to

frustrate enemy attempts
to divide us.
One student leader has

correctly stated that the
way to survive as democratic
organizations “is to have a
solid organizational base,
strong - links with other
student bodies and broad
:]l;:ll'dunt nEpnrl.“ To achieve
we have to strengthen
the democratic base of our
organizations. An organiza-
tion that pays little attention
to democracy within its own
ranks will be hampered at
every step in its struggle for
a democratic society. At the
same time, our struggle to
build a mass student I:m-
and democracy within o
organizations should nut
make us lose time and sight
of the urgent need to broaden

our co-operation and united

action as separate student
organisations.

From the 1976 Uprisings
and subsequent students’
struggles we have leamt
important lessons on
organization. While the 1976
Uprisings were led by SRC',
relying on student support in
the ongoing struggles, today
we have built our own
organizalions and have given
new direction and a broader
outlook to the existing ones.

We have established our-
selves as the wvoice of the
democratic students in our
universities and schools; how-
ever, Lhe question is whether
we have been able to draw
as many students into our

ranks as we would have
desired. Have we managed
to convince as many students
as we would want on our
short-term goals and our
long-term goal of_ a demo-
cratic and non-racial South
Africa?

In this respect, the draw-
ing up of an Education
Charter goes far in creating
the base on which the mass
of the students will be mobi-
lised. There is an urgent need
for all democratic organiza-
tions to participate in its
drawing up and to involve
the mass of their students so
that it becomes the guiding
light for future action on
the educational front.

The racists’ atiempts to
hoodwink us into inactivitiy
through the so-called progre-
ssive recommendations

of the e Lange Commission
must be given the contempt
that they deserve. These
recommendations only serve
to strengthen the exploitative
and oppressive system. They
are meant to serve the
industrial sector while the
education system remains
undemocratic and inferior
for blacks.

In our struggle for the
broad united democratic
front, let us mobilise the
students around our
immediate problems — the
Age-Limit regulations, deten-
tions,expulsions and bannings
of students at Fort Hare,
the university quota system
and others. Let us hear from
the mouth of every pupil
and student the words of the
Freedom Charter, “The doors
of leaming and culture shall
be opened!™
THE
CONTINUESII

STRUGGLE

Dipale laid to rest

ON the 8th of August, at about 12.30 am., a black detainee,

Ernest Dipale was found hanging in a cell at Jnlm \-"urster _

Square police headquarters.
‘The Lwenty-one-year-old

Dipale was lurther lestimony

to Lhe utter callousness - of

the South African (fascist
monslers.

The Secrelary-General of
the ANC, Comrade Alfred
Nzo, said, ““I'he ANC calls
on Lhe people of SouthAfrica
lo mount the sirongest ever
prolest at the murder in
delention of Ernest Moabi
Dipale. Lel us intensifly the
campaign for the release
of all detainees and poli-
Lical prisoners, and intensify
the mass offensive on all
fronts for the speediest
destruction of the system
of apartheid colonialism.”

‘The people of South
Africa did protest. Amongst
them, Lhe Detainees Parents
Support Committee organised
a prolest meeting at the
Central Methodist Church in
Johannesburg.

Hefore the deceased’
body was cold in the coffin
the police went to Mrs
Dipale — in a move that
deflies description in its in-
human and vindictive nature.
They came with a list of
do's and don’t's conceming
how the funeral should be
run. Mrs Dipale should make
sure that:

* from the church service
the coffin was transported
in a hearse to the burial

nds,

.';'

Mourners lay wreaths on Dipale’s grave l

* the mourners should move
by car from the service
to the cemetery;

* the mourners should not
carry or show symbols for
and/or against any politi-
cal party or organization;,

* at the funeral there should
be no speeches in support
or against any political
party or organization, and,

* when everthing had been
done there should be no
feasting (as is the tradi-
tion) and mourners should
just go to their places.

The only thing that was
left here was for the police
to choose the texts in the
Bible which could or couldn't
be read. When they asked
Mrs Dipale to sign this
incredible document out-

lining these unheard-of restri-
ctions, she refused.

The South African racist
regime is running scared. It
saw the popular support for
the ANC in ever so many
funerals that have taken place
at home — flags unfurled,
the Freedom Charter praised
and freedom songs sung.
Although there were no flags
flying in the Dipale funeral
the people sang freedom
songs and made speeches that
are surely bringing closer the
day of liberation. There is
nothing that will save the
racists. Their desperation,
their trying to stem our in-
exorable march to freedom
make us think of an ancient
adage, “He whom the gods
wish to destroy, they first
make mad."




KwaNdebele

THE decision of the fascist regime to grant “independence™
to the KwaNdebele bantustan is one of the finest testimonies
to the bankruptcy of the racists policies.

KwaNdebele is a product
of the physical violence of
the regime — the genocidal
mass removal scheme. It was
created two years ago out
of 16 farms, and now has
as its main feature 12 ‘reset-
tlement’ camps in which an
estimated 180,000 people
have been dumped.

The process leading to the
creation of this particular
camp was gruesome and
brutal. People were dumped
there at the rate of 20
families a day. Like cattle
heading for slaughter, they
were brought in trucks and
left in the bare veld to fend
for themselves, They had to
put up shacks, shanties and
tin huts. Tubercolosis is rife,

and ‘natural hazards' take
their own toll. Water
shortages have reached

alarming proportions. Infant
mortality has reached a very
high rate, even by the
standards of racist South
Africa. An undertaker s
reported to have expressed
the wish of setting up a
coffin-making business in
KwaNdebele, because this is
one of the most rewarding
business ventures in the area.
This is the “independent
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national state, the Republic
of KwaNdebele’ in the
making!

Thousands more of our
people are to be stripped of
their citizenship and declared
foreigners in South Africa.
As we all know from the
experience of  Transkei,
Venda, Bophuthatswana and
Ciskei, ‘independence’ will
mean the transference of the
machinery of oppression anc
represfion from the master
into the hands of the puppet:
— for blacks to destroy black
lives. It will mean the
creation of a puppet army tc
defend apartheid against the
people.

CORRUPT EXPLOITERS

But why have tne
KwaNdebele puppets entered
into this trap knowingly”
These bantustan
administrators, like all others,
are blind opportunists whose
main characteristic is gross
miscalculation based on

short-term interests and gains.
The KwaNdebele “cabinet™
is mainly composed of small
businessmen, the owners of
the
grocery shops

practically all
supermarkets,

L
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The bantustans — a source of the high rate of unemployment.

and bottlestores in the area.
To them, “independence”
means more say in the slicing
of the business cake. Already,
they are establishing partner-
ship with Holiday Inns for a
casino to be built in the area
— for the corrupt practices of
the rulers and exploiters,
about half®an-hour's drive
from Pretoria. This is where
they will barricade themselves
and wine and dine while we
die like flies,

Genocidal Policies

The intensification of our
struggle on all fronts has
resulted in the enemy
carrying out to the open,
the real purpose of the
bantustan system: to deny us
our citizenship by hook or by
crook. The experience of
KaNgwane and KwaZulu
regarding the decision of the
regime ‘'to cede land to
neighbouring Swaziland is a
fresh and rich example. When
it suited the interests of the
regime, the bantustan ad-
ministrators were made to
believe that they were “run-
ning their own affairs’®. Now,
the masters in Pretoria have
réversed decisions that were
reached in what we were told
are “healthy negotiations!"

HELF SPREAD THE MESSAGE OF

It is not
candemn the bantustan
system and its so-called
independence. Our own ex-
perience with the so-called

enough to

Coloured Representative
Council and the Sou
African Indian Counci

leaches us that the Instru-
ments of racist administrative
terror can be smashed. Only
united actions by all pat.
rioticeand democratic forces
can stop this rotten deal.
Actual struggle against the
intended “‘independence’’ is
the guarantee to real and
effective victory. This is how
we scored victory ower the
regime's plans to hold —
the now postponed — Com-
munity Council “‘elections".

Let us unite and struggle
throughout the land to s
this treacherous deal and
smash the entire bantustan
system. In other areas, let us
publicise the plight of the
people of KwaNdebele, hold
meetings and organise for
united action. The time to
destroy this little monster
and its mother, the apartheid
system, is NOW!

FORWARD TO A
PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT
IN A UNITED, FREE AND
DEMOCRATIC SOUTH
AFRICA!!

THE ANC!

“SIvE IT YO YOUR FRIENDE ARD FAMILY

"OROP IT IN A NEARBY POSTROX OR YARD

"ETICK 1Y ONTO A PUBLIC WALL OR BUS

BHELTER AT MiAWT

“DISCUSE THE ISSUES RAISED WITH THE PEOPLE
YOU MEET AND YOUR FRIENDS.

BE CAREFULINI
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Ambassadors of death

THE intensification of the ammed struggle by the peoples’
army, Umkhonto we Sizwe, has led the regime to adopt
desperate methods in a vain attempt to drive a wedge bet-
ween the people and their army and to win the oppressed to

the trenches of the enemy.

While the innocent people
of Southern Angola are being
systematically annihilated,
while coup attempts are being
made against independent
countries such as the Sey-
chelles, while the unarmed
thousands of South African
blacks are still reeling under
the terror unleashed on their
voung ones in Soweto, Elsies
River, Langa, their murdered
in Matola, Zimbabwe and
Swaziland, the SADF is in-
volved in a hideous scheme
of indoctrinating black school
children of Langa, Nyanga,
Gugulethu and other areas,

his programme called

“Social Action” or “‘Civil
" Action”™, has been in
existence since 1968 and
spans all the population
groups through the length
and breadth of our country,
especially in areas which the
racists consider as potential,
or existing areas  “of the
courageous armed actions of
the people’s army, MK. It is
part of a wider programme
of Malan's DPSKEMPFI — an
acronym for Diplomatic, Psy-
chological, Semantic,
Cultural, Educational,
Military, Political and Intel-
ligence, These are [fields
which form the basis of
“total sirategy™ In laying
geound for the final and
imminent administration of
South African by the militarc
triined doctors, teachers,
social warkers, elc., are being
deployed within the black
community so that the
military administration gets
some  respectability and
acceptance in that it comes
from people who have always
been in the black communiiy

p————r——__ __

The seed of this idea was
introduced largely under the
influence of the desperate
efforts of the United States
Army before its defeat in
Vietnam, in what is termed
the battle to win “their
hearts and their minds'"
White schoolchildren are
made to undergo strenuous
activity, are taught to shoot
““terrorists™ with torches and
understand the"moral perifof
pop songs-such as “ Yellow
Submarine."’

It caused anger and con-
sternation, then, when the
“selected’ ' pupils of Nyanga,
Langa and Gugulethu were
carted off in army trucks to
go off to ‘“‘youth camps™.
These week-long “‘camps” at
Hermanus as part of a joint
programme by the Defence
Force's Civil Action Depart-
ment, the d&dministration
Board and the Community

Councils.
The parents of these pupils

are deliberately not informed
ahuut whlt goes on in these
““‘camps’’. We are merely told
that the pupils would be
participating in the camps
and, of course, there's
absolutely no mention of the
involvement of the [lascist
army. This omission is not
accidental for, as the racisis
should know, the SADF if
correctly considered by the
people as an instrument of
the regime for the defence of
the [fascist system against
the people. Moreover, school-
children have a long history
of being the quarry when the
SADF hunting season opens.
A Gugulethu mother
whose eleven-year-old son
was shangaied to these
Aubious expenditions, said,

MK dmmmw

““Had 1 known the defence
force had anything to do with
it, I would have refused to let
my child go."

Major Gert Britz, the head
of the Defence Force's Civil
wing, denied that there was
anything sinister about tie
army’s involvement. Asked in
a newspaper interview why
the army was involved in such
programmes, he said, ‘“The
army is neutral. It is every-
body’s army. We're trying to
make people realise this and
to win their trust.'" The
SADF spokesmen are
increasingly sounding like
hungry jackals trying to
reassure a poultry farmer
that all they wish to do is
to win his chickens' trust.

It is our duty, then, to
be concerned about these
dangerous moves the
SADF to colonise the minds
of our young ones. Student's,
women's , civic and other

ence we have
- Although the demands
advanced by the workers are
many and varied, ranging
from pay increases and better
working conditions to an end
to  victimizations and
retrenchments, one important
feature of many of these

actions is the amount of

unity shown by the workers
and the community.

This has emerged quite
clearly in Richard’s Bay, in
the motor industry in Port
Elizabeth, Dano  textile
industries in Durban, in the
mines (when over 27,000
miners took strike action in
July) and other industries.

organizations should expose
and publicise the evil done

by the SADF in the name
of “civil action" The SADF
doctors, teachers, social
workers in our communities
are rot harbouring goodwill
in their hearts — they are
ambassadors of death. We
cannot sit idly by whilst
our children, brothers and
sisters are being imbued with
the most rabid, counter-revo-
lutionary zeal; whilst they are
being misled to become|
defenders of oppression and
exploitation, to die ignoble|
deaths in our country,
Namibia and other areas in
defence of the most bestial
and obscene social system
man has ever devised. It is
our duty as parents, brothers
or sisters of these school-
children to exhort them to
wriggle out of the SADF
clutches before it is all too

late.

SADF OF DEATH, GET
OUT OF OUR. COMMUNI
TIES!

THE SPEAR LIVES ON!

striking

THE strikes that have engulfed our country continue to
confirm that the workers are putting to good use the experi-

gained in the past battles. -

In Richards Bay, when
17,000 workers at ALUSAF
went on strike over a pension
dispute, their comrades in
other workplaces in the area,
such as the Richards Bay
Coal terminal, the D & H
Construction site workers
also downed tools to back
up their own demands, and
in solidarity with the strikers.
The striking workers then
successfully secured the
support of their colleagues in
other and the rest
of the ty in Enseleni
and Esikhawini townships.
This resulted in a complete
stay-at-home which

THEN/VE ATTALKED Us (M SOMeT
LANP, MATOLA, TIMBABWE
&1: AOOPT  [DRSTABMAIS  PANGIOLA t [SEvaMEuEs

PARY- Fnow TWEY'AE Y DOZTRS WNTING
TRY B oul, UMLDREW W ¥ ouTh CamPg®
WITH THE R * Qo ACTION
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Fight retrenchment!

THE sharp edge of the axe of the exploitative system is taking

its toll — at a rate seldom withessed before

Ll those who

have laboured to make huge profits for the factory-owners. the

mine-bosses and other exploiters.

Since the beginning of the
year, an increasing number of
workers' families have been
condemned to starvation and
slow death as more bread-
winners are removed f(rom
their jobs because of the
economic crisis alflicting the
system.

More and more worken
are being retrenched to join
their brothem and sisters in
the long queues at labour
bureau offices where chances
of getting jobs are slim. Many
are being ‘endorsed out' to
swell the ranks of the desti-
tute in the arid bantustans
where there are no possibilities
whatsoever even to eke out a
living Those who still have
jobs live under the constant
threat of dismissal.
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With the setting in of the
crisis, the ranks of the already
two and hall million jobless
are swelling at the rale of
more than 22,000 a month.
The regime has conveniently
put the number of unemploy-
ed  blacks at just over
500,000. According to the
racists, those who work for 5
hours in a week and those
who have given up looking
for work are “employed”!
And unemployed migrant
workers are not  even
mentioned, for they are “a
problem of the bantu
national states’.

The organised response to
this scourge, especially in the
metal and motor induslries
has shown that Lhe period
when the exploiters could

to inv s pe
bickering against NAAWLU;
whatever problems  they
might be having — and
NAAWU has bent over back-
wards (o try and meel
MACWUSA'S conditions)
can be solved amicably
behind closed doors withoul
this very important workers'
struggle being weakened as is
happening now. The other
blight in the workers'
campaign for their righis
can be ascribed to Rev. Alan
Hendrickse's unfortunate
statement that NAAWU
action in co-ordinating Lhe
workers' ‘strike action harms
the workers families. This is
the same slandpont that
assumed by the bantustan

who clamour for
foreign investments on the
rationale thal withdrawal of
such investments divests the
black people of employment
opportunities and paves way
for misery and starvation.
This is nonsense.

The work of community
leaders like Alan Hendrickse
is to integrale the workers'
slruggle with the broader
struggle of the community,
to make the communily see
and understand the need why
the * workers need Lo he
supported and sustained.

The mobilization of fellow
workers and the communily
sl large, by striking workers,
has praven to be an Iﬂ'l*li’li"ﬂ

JApon _in o L is
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hire and fire at will is fast
passing. In May, when the
GENREC monopoly fired
hundreds of workers at its
subsidiaries thousands in the
meial industry, led by the

tal and Allied Workers'
nion wenl on strike and

finally forced many
employers lo agree (o a
retrenchment procedure
which includes payment of
‘redundancy wages’, (Lhat
those hired first should be the
last Lo be fired and that those
retrenched should be given
fimt preference when job
opportunities arise,

Afraid of the workem’
organised  strength,  the
employers in the molor
industry were more ‘cunning'
in that they decided to pul
workers on short-lime while
maintaining the hourly rate
of pay. The workers went on
strike  in all major car
faclories in Porl  Elizabeth

weapon Lhal pav
our way lo many viclories in
Eazl London lasi year, al the
Isithebe 'Mandini  indusirial
complex last March and olher
areas — & weapon (hal we
should wall seize and use
effectively throughoul the
country. '

To achieve this. however,
demands unily on the parl
of the trade union move-
ment, a2 has been mentioned
above, unily belween the
trade unions and the commu-
nity omganisations, and
organizational work even in
Limes of relative calm. l#t us
emulale Lhe example sel by
the workers, and transform
the call of the people's
movemenl for UINITY IN
ACTION inlo concrele action
on all fronts'

INSERT TO ARTICLE:

“We demand Lhe right Lo
work, and it is the duty of
the governmenl and emplo-
yers Lo satisfy this demand.
An H-hour working day and a
i0-hour hasic working week
should be the maximum in
all employment.”

SIUTH  AFRICAN
WORKERS DEMAND
Amongst those adopled al
the meeting of the
National Executive Com-
mittee of SACTU, August,

1380,
ALL
POWER TO THE PEOPLE!

and Ultenhage in July to
back up their demand for
R3,50 per hour so they could
offset the reduction in their
wages which resulted from
the shortening of the working
week. The strikes (at the time
of going to press) were still
continuing and the united
workers were determined to
win their demands,

The Unemployed

The economic system in
our country — as in all other
capitalist  countries  like
Hritain, the United States of
America, France, etc — which
is based on the ownership of
mines, [actories, farms and
s0 on by a handful of in-
dividuals does not, and is not
inlended Lo, serve Lhe
interesls of (the ,
Production is aimed primarily
al ensuring huge profits for
the bosses, by paying the
workers wages on which they
can barely survive.

This is the system in which
farmwrs can afford Lo exporl
maize al low prices rather
than sell the ‘surplus’ to us at
redured prices. It is  the
sy«lem in which toms of
clwese arne dil.ll'ﬂpl‘d into Lhe
@, in which pigs are led on
Iresh milk to avoid selling
these essenlial foodstulls Lo
us al prices we can aflord
Wrick lactories ane being shut
down  when  hundreds of
thinsands are in need of
howises, hospilals, schools | | .
When all s well for the
borcws, when their goods can
sell,  they  make us work
harder, employ mone workers
andl  even  introduce  new
machines in order lo make
vven  higher profils. When
“there are loo many goods in
1w markel™" nol because
everyone has had enough as
many of us cannol afford Lo
buy Lhem they cul back
production by expelling us
from work.,

The system of apartheid
colonialism puls even greater
hurdens on the black people:
We are being expelled from
work when even the bosses
afdmil thal there is a shoriage
ol skilled manpower. Because
wi are denied access o these
skills which are reserved for
whites, Lhe jobs remain
unlilled while we starve and
while Lhe regime imparis
whiles from Britain, West
Germany, New Zealand and
other countries. As for us, the
unemployed, new measures
are introduced to confline us

Continued on Page 8
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bomb in Maputo, Mozambique to become martyr in
this long and bitter struggle for liberation. Her death had been
in the macabre hearts of the Pretoria madmen who
long realised that she was a tireless and committed fighter
and revolutionary in the true semse of the word: a writer of
consummate skill gifted with a rmare, incisive vision who
combined her craft and energy to actively combat the un-
speakably evil South African svstem,
Ah:llulht;r“nf radi cal
socialists who emigrated
from the Baltic states, Tilly
and Julius First, she was
borm in Johannesburg in
1925. While studying social
science at Witwatersrand

these days that she gave up
sociology in favour of
political journalism,

At the age of 21, during
the Great African Mine Strike
of 1946, she was among a
handful of whites who
assisted the miners and soon
she was appointed Johannes-
burg editor of radical news-
papers — the Guardian, New
Age, the Clarion and Advance
— through thelr successive

In 1947, despite a great
risk of police harassment, she
exposed the vicious collusion
of police and farmers where
Africans arrested for pass
‘offences’ were force to work
at the Bethal labour farms in
conditions more hideous than
under slavery. This exposd —
and the ones that followed

in  investigative
journalism and they brought,
with staggering i .
the horror of the black reality
especially, to white readers.

In 1949 she married Joe

wrole a seorching accouni

‘of apartheid and i's resultant

evils in thal lerritory which
was, and still is, under United
Nalions mandale but run,
through sheer lerror and
force, by South Africa.
During Lthe early 1960s

she was banned [(rom
journalism and her book on
Namibia resulted in
Lightening restrictions

imposed by Lhe (ascist regime
on her activities, In 1963 she
was delained and held for
117 days, much of it in
solilary conlinement — an
experience which culminated
in another influential book,

117 Days
LEAVES 5 AFRICA

She lefi South Africa in
1961, when she decided there
wis no realislic way of
opposing Lthe system overtly
in South Africa. When she
came¢ Lo London she was
involved in a television play
based on her book, 117 Days,
directed by Jack Gold, where
she. acted hersell. Meanwhile
Joe Slovo had been sent over-
seas eventually ,to become a
member of the Revolutionary
Council of the African
National Congress.

She settled in Camden
Town with her husband and
three daughters, Shawn,
Gillian and Robyn. She loved
London with its intellectual

stimulus where her humour
and brilliance made her well.
known _in anti-apartheid
circles. It was here where she
wrote and participated in
political activities between
her terms of Durham
University where she lectured
in Sociology. She wrote, here,
‘The Barrel of a Gun (a study
of African coups) and a
portrait of Libya subtitied
The Elusive Revolution.

But her primary focus
remained South Africa. With
her husband Joe Slovo, she
chose Lo move closer to the
front line again. There had
been a spate of earlier
murders of ANC leaders and
personnel in the turbulent
Southern African territory
but she continued to live in
Maputo despite all this terror.
While she was here she was
persuaded to remain at the
Centre for African Studies at
the Eduardo Mondlane
University to head an inter-
national team of academics
investigating the lives of
migrant labourers, especially
miners working in South
Africa. She worked tirelessly
for the African National
Congress. The University
department she headed in
Maputo is rare in that it
relates academic work with
the practical needs of a
Socialist economy. She
strived to produce the same
mixture of revolutionary but
sell-critical activism she her-
self epitomiséd. She has
written — with co-author
Ann Scott — a highly-praised
biography of Olive Schreiner.,

It is tragic irony that
Eduardo Mondlane, after
whom the University where
she died was named, was also
killed by a letter bomb in
Dar-es-Salaam sent by Portu-
guese lascist agents,

She was imgelled to
devote her whole life to the
destruction of the apartheid
regime and, il necessary, to
die as a result.

The final sentence of her
account of her own imprison-
ment, 117 Days, turned out
to be, as she knew, tragically
prophetic. Describing her un-
expected release, she wrote:
““When they left me in my
own house at last | was
convinced that it was not the
end, that they would come
again.'’

She was buried in
Maputo next to thirteen of
her countrymen slain by the
South African army last vear,
at the infamous Matola mas-
SACTE.

HAMBA KAHLE RUTH!'

Bricfs

The four witnesses wha
refused to testify in the
Pietermaritzburg  ““Treaso
Trial'* - and the two wit
nesses in the Ciske
“Terrorism  Trial" whe
declared that they'd rather b
charged than give evidence —
were given harsh sentence
ranging from two to fou
years imprisonment. This i
concrete proofl that the
regime is now totally isolated
and only has paid agents tc
depend upon when it come
to incarceration of the op
pressed of South Africa
NO-ONE MUST GIVE
STATE EVIDENCE!

@ & & & & & @

In a meeting that w
organised by the Blac
Students’ Society ar Wit
University, support for t
PLO and the strupgling Pale
tinian people was 154::1 N
The racist regime — togethe
with murderous Israe
Zionists and the
States — have praised th
brutal slaughter of Palesti
nians in Beirut and ha
said that the ANC is bei
trained by the PLO to justi
their aggression against nei
bouring African states, T
ANC and the Tﬂrmh
people of South Africa
support the PLO and th
struggling Palestinia
because their struggle is one

August 9, the South
African Women's Day, w
observed in many parts of th
country and internationally,
In Soweto, Bonteheuwel an
elsewhere, the day w
observed with women singi
freedom songs and shouting.
“Long live the Freedos
Charter!™ Police tried to
stop these services by
spraying teargas and inti
midating the people. In
Lusaka an August 9 rally was
addressed by ANC Women's
Secretariat  official, Mit
Seperepere  and  Chibesa
Kankasa, a Central Commit-
tee member of UNIP and
head of the UNIP Women's

League. In an unprecede-
dented move, this dav was
adopted by the United

MNations as an International
Day ol Solidarity with the
Struggling Women of South
Africa and Namibia. Among
the women comrades who
precipitated this move were
Mrs Allende, Madame Cisse
and Valentina Treshkova.
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QUESTION: As an active

| member of the ANC, and in

our participation in the
fiheutinn struggle, do you
exper any consiraints
sround your artistic expre-
ssion and creativity?

ANSWER: No. On the
contrary, Il opens up so
many more possibilities,

because now we have direct
contact with the people. For
one thing, it is much more
gratifying playing, for
example, in Botswana for the
people. The spiritual gratili-
cation is much more than
having to play elsewhere on a
professional tour. I'm not
saying that elsewhere the
people do not appreciate our
music, but it is because of
our involvement with the
ANC that we have been
able, at last, to get to a
stage where we can produce
the Liberation Opera called
Kalahari, which we have been
thinking about for the last
20 to 30 years. But as long as
1 was tied to the commercial
structure, | was forced to
watch my words, The
companies say to me, you
cannot make a political state-
ment bhecause the record will
be banned it is bad
business. Being in the move-
ment does away with all that
and you are free to work
without any restraints. This is

very important,
On the other hand, you
have to make sacrifices

commercially, But we have
got to a stage where it is
possible for us to be in charge
of our own product even on
a commercial bais. We have
the expertise as well,

QUESTION: What about in
the new SA which will
emerge oul of our struggle:
what will be the position of
artisl?

ANSWER: It is quite unique:
I term it the new nation, in
which the artist will be a
full member pf the society.
Because my role as a musi-
cian, for example, is no less
important, or more import-
ant than that of somehody
who sweeps the streets, a
doctor, a bus driver. We have
to do away with this whole
myth of  superstardom,
inventing some power in the
image of one particular
person.

I think we are unique
because within our own

structurées we have evolved
to the point where the people
have rejected all that, We are
unique in the sense that we
are, already,. really. building
a new nation,

QUESTION: Would you say
that pn-ilﬂ'll'tl enisl for the
formation of a unmited front
of artists, and what would
be the minsmum conditions

for such unity?

ANSWER: | don't think we
have to  stipulate the
minimum requirement i to
be a South African,

Now, even to bring a
group of musicians together
is difficult because of the
system the dog-eat-dog
system. Now you can imagine

The ANC's AMANDLA CULTURAL ENSEMBLE an example
E committed artists in action.

among artists: for example,
writers are invariably people
with good education, who are
then regarded as intellectuals,
There are these differences
that have to be overcome, |

:

g2
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There are all these divisions
— social, ethnic, cultural -
all perpetrated by the system.
What was only needed was
for us to be together and for
that short period that we
were together, the achieve-
ments were incredible,

That is why, for Southern'
Africa, I hawve wery high
hopes. We can see this birth
of a new nation spearheaded
by the African National
Congress because the Free-
dom Charter embodies the

aspirations of the people
The Freedom Charter s the

juiding light!

A LUTA CONTINUA! |

Pretoria/Swazilkand ‘land deal’: from pel

But the land deal set off a
dynamic  possibility of
conflict, in that the ANC
could not accept that a
million South Africans were
to be declared foreigners in
their own country and made
citizens of Swaziland instead.
“Its not a declared policy of
withdrawing support from
the ANC" President Tambo
said, “*It's just that conditions
are being created whereby the
interests ol the Kingdom of
Swaziland are being set in
conflict with the interests of
the struggle for the liberation
of the people of South
Africa.”

Asked if the ANC would
be prepared to discuss border
changes after the overthrow
of the Apartheid regime,
President Tambo said, ** After
achieving our fundamental
aim, our common objective,
we could then sit down and
discuss how we wanted to
arrange ourselves.'” Once the

minority regime had been
destroyed, “it should be
possible to enter into all
kinds of adjustments and
arrangements.’’

LESOTIO

President Tambo praised
Lesotho's refusal Lo Lake part
in any similar land deal with
Pretoria. He pointed oul that
Lesotho laid clasim to the
entire Orange Free Stale,
“But the Lesotho Govern-
ment discussed these malters
with the ANC, and we agreed
that it is wrong to pursue
this kind of claim in the
middle of a struggle for the
liberation of the whole of
Southern Africa including in
a way the Iliberation of
Lesotho itsell, and that this
matier would be betler
resolved by a free people of
South Africa.

** Lesotho,"’ President
Tambo added, “understands
that South Africa has not

suddenly berome grnerous
aboul land, and thal il is
using slales on ils borders for
itls own ends.'' One of these
was Lo oblilerale Lhe
distinclion belween
independenl states and banlu-
stans, 50 Lhal evenlually the
Transkei and olher
banlustans could win inler-
nalional nilion.
Comrade President O.R.
Tambo stressed thal the main
enemy remained the
Apartheid regime. “IL is
precisely because we think
that our people might find
themselves fighting the wrong
enemy that we urge that the
issue be discussed by those
who have an interest in the
unity of our people against
oppression, white minority
rule, against the exploitation
of our working people. And
we believe that Swaziland
does have an interest in that
kind of unity."'"

i)

Abdullah's interview concluded

|




Mercenaries, go ho

Tﬂﬁmﬂlhmhuﬂmhuﬂum

great victory for the

p.q.luls.mﬁ Aﬁh-diluﬁ-qurﬂnidfmullhtwuld

ll is a victory that was
scored through the united
action of all patriotic forces
soccer  players, workers,
women and the youth. As the
Manager of Orlando Pirates
said after a meeting with
the puppet soccer admini
strators: “We had no alter-
native but to call the game
off. It was a call of the
nation which | could not
ignore.'’

Alter the collapse of this
venture, the South African
racists tried another gambit
by trying to pit chosen black
soccer sides to play against
another visiting team bul all
these tricks — which cost
about R20,000— went up in
smoke. After this [(iasco,
George  Thabe, puppet
supremo in the soccer arena,
working as a front for his
Preloria bosses, came with
another Mimsy trick where
visiling sportsmen are made
lo sign a declaration
condemning apartheid — this
apparently cleanses them of
the apartheid stigma — but
still go on and play. This is a
cheap and Mimsy stratagem
still aimed al giving apartheid
some kind ol shabby respect-
ability. 'The people have seen
through such tricks, have, and
will in  the [(lulure have,
nothing lo do with apartheid
sport.

It is, however, ol greal
signiflicance that our uniled

actions against the tour did
not become an end in them-
selves, What is evident and
unalterable is that this ex-
perience has resulted in the
consolidation of the united

front for future actions
and
initiated

victories. This front,
by COSAS

and

and mrrogance to underwrite
such an expensive venture.”
They added that, “Gone is
the theory that soccer is more
than a religion to the blacks.
The national interest has
superseded that false notion.”

It is also of great signifi-
cance that soon after the
collapse of the mercenaries’
soccer tour, top officials of
the three clubs at the centre
of the controversy over the

AZASQD, includes the SACC,

LZAPO, General Allied

rkers’ Union, Soweto Civie
Association, Teachers' Action
Committee, to name a few.

In a statement announcing
the formation of this front,
the organizations showed a
clear understanding of the
forces at play. They
castigated the SAB for its
involvement in sponsoring
the tour and noted that
black employees of SAB had
struck for a living wage “yel
the SAB had the temerity

Unemplo

to the bantusians away from
the cities and Lo limit our
educalional vpportunities,
The bosses and the regime
always Iry o use us as mer-
cenaries againsl our
colleagues when shey go on
strike; ard all attempts are
made to recruit us into the
racist army and its append-
ages in the bantustans.

Our fundamental aim
should be to destroy this
oppressive and exploitative
system. We should fight fora
new South Africa in which
the human potential of all
its citizens will be fully
utilized; a South. Africa in
which, as the Freedom
Charter says, “the state shall
recognise the right and duty

nf all to work™, “"the mineral
wealth hennl.h the soil, the
banks and monopoly lndll.'llt'r
shall be lrlnmrm-d to the
ownership of the people” and
“all other industry and trade
shall be conlrolled Lo assist
the well-being of the people™,

Whilst this remains our
long-term goal, we must
organise and act NOW against
reirenchments. The strike of
the workers in the motor
industry is one example of
how we can effectively
defend our jobs and, at the
same time, our pay, from
attacks by the bosses. Whilst
the conditions advanced by
MAWU contain many
positive aspects, they Ml
short of the demand of the

recent abortive tour of South
Africa by an overseas soccer
team were questioned-by the
Security Police at Soweto's
Protea Police Headquarters.
The police said that tlujr
wanted to investigate “pos-
sible intimidation."” Even an
idiot gifted with the merest
mustard grain of imagination
knows that that intimidation
is the weapon in the hands
of the South African fascist
Gestapo — and they are
intimidated by this unprece-
dented show of unity demon-

masses of the workers for
the right to work, and give
the bosses leeway to dismiss
workers when they deem it
fit.

Retrenchments, and the
fact of the existence of these
millions without jobs should
be taken up as a matter of
urgency by all democratic
trade wunions, community,
youth and other organisations,
The drive started last year
to organise the unemployed
should be intensified. This
will not only help to prevent
these workers from taking
over their striking colleagues'
jobs, but will also help the
unemployved workers
strengthening their voice in
demand for work and in their

by our people.

The emergence of the

B united front is a welcome

l!ll significant

All patriots must work for
itr strengthening and should
mobilise other organizmtions
to join. The front should have
a clear me of action,
for example, the campaign
againgt the 1983 Emmunit:r
Council *elections’, against
the pending hﬂchl murder
of ANC combatants; for Ilu

against, and explaining the
reasons behind the cultural

boycott and other related
issues.

It s expected that the
soccer clubs — Kaizer Chiefs,
Orlando Pimtes, Moroka
Swallows — which showed
such sensitivity to the
nation's call, will not rest on
their laurels, but will build on
this commendable action to
become part of the democ-
ratic cultural front that has,
for years, campaigned against
racist sport, for democratic
sport in a democratic South
Africa.

“The commdeship that we
have formed in the trenches
of freedom transcending the
barriers that the enemy
sought to create.'" Comrade
President O.R Tambo
observed, “is a guarantee and
a precondition for owr
victory. But we still need to
build on this achievement. All
of us — workers, peasants,
students, priests, chiéfs
traders, teachers, civil
servants, poets, writers, men,
women and youth, black and
white — must take our com-
mon dﬂlinjr in our hands.”

MenNt—ccomus mov me 5

fight against the hated ‘influx
control measures,’ and in
ensuring that they defend
themselves in an organised
manner ‘against the criminal
administrators of the Un-
employment Insurance Fund
(UIF) whose job has in fact
become that of robbing these
workers of their benefits.
All workers not included in
the insurance scheme should
be mobilised to fight for this
right. At the same time,
unity within the democratic
trade union movement will
greatly facilitate this
important work! ORGANISE
OR STARVE!!

Unity is strength!
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