(ENTRAL AFRICAN FEDERATION

By  BWANAUSI.
Hiitpﬂcll.

About 1922, there was a stuggestion to link up Northern amx Sesthern Rliodezia, bub
the settlers in SouthermRhodesia turned it down becamse thw unmn was to be at the
expense of Southern Bhodesia, | :

In 1938. the question of amalgamating the three terrMories, Northern Rhbodesia;
Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland came up again, and a Roya) Commission under Lord
- Bledisloe was. sent to ‘‘consult’” the people of Central Africa,

In Nyasaland and Northern Rliodesia, where -tl_]ﬁ,ﬂnmmillit‘ni spent most of the tihe,
e Africans : P :
fnot that the interests of the Afmeans in the Northern Territories were ’puramﬂunt, and
wouthern Rholesia was a so-called white man's land. S

The Commission found that amalgamation was not-practicable in view of the disparity
in the policies of the three territories towards the "Afrjcan, and also due to the disparits
in the constitutional development of the three territories. The TCommission found thet
some sort of closer association was desirable, and se recommended the formation of the
Central African Cooneil, which Southern Rhodesia did all she could to make unworkable.

Birth of énngre;s.

- In 1944 the Nvasaland Afrrcan Congress was formed and was registored as a pnliticﬂ
party. The Northern Rhodesia African Congress was born mote gr less at the same time,

The Governments of the two countries instituted District, Provincial and Protectorate
(in Nyasaland) and African Representative Councils (in Northern Rhodesiz) &s eounters
to these two Congresses. )

Chnst:itutinnal 'bévalnpmm’

" During the ‘same year, history was made in Northern Rhodesia in thit two Africans
sat in the Leptslature for the first timee and in the following jyeoar two Africans sat in
the Nyasaland Legislature.

These developments disturbed the white minority of Boutherri Rhodesia. They felt
that this step would make the Africans of Southern Rhodesia clamour for more rights
than they had hitherto enjoyed. - . .- .

Wn 1948, Sir Godfrey Huggins and Mr. Roy Welensky decided to call & meeting at
thé@Victoria Falls to discuss Feﬂarp‘gmm At that time the Labonr Govermment in
Britain was doing more for the political set np of the Northern Territories, and the
delegates to the Falls Conference, at which ‘Conference Africa was conspicuous by his
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mbsence, it was (ecided that to put an end to the advance of the Affican in:the North,
Federation was the only tool. 'They called upon Britain to call'a conference to discuss
the matter in full,

Then came the second Falls Conference at which Britain insisted that Africa be
represented. At this Conference the four African representatives ‘voiced their objections
Yo the scheme, anhd their objections were so good that Hug‘]gmg asked the conference to
exelude’ these Africans who knew only one word—No. My” James Griffiths said he would
walk out if the Africans walked out. In the minutes of the proceedings, in:spite of the
fact that the Africans voted against the plan for federation, 1t was recorddfd that voting
Was unanimous.

Then the Africans of Nyasaland and Northdt Rhedesia decided that it was absolutely
useless to attend these conferences if their objections were not going to be recorded.
(This answers Mr. Selope Thema's question in the Banti World. whv the Africans refused
to attend these conferences.) |

|
The mithorities decided that the next conference in London, had to be attended by
Africans. To divide™the people the Nyasaland Governmear ~hose sBme men from the
Protectorate Council and sent them to London. These dwl morv want to go for reasons
gtated abeve, hut thevy were assured that the were going ghe-s ns ‘““observers.’”

When in London the Colonial SBecretary told them that they were not ‘‘observers’’
but delegates, they chose to defy his Tuling that thev attend the conference. At the
same time,’a delegation of the Congresses of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland was
‘canducting violent campaign against the Central \frican Federatien., The Nyasaland

Features of the Federal Constitution.

1. The draft constitution of the Federation provides for 35 members of the house
of assembly, allocated thus:— .

Southern Rhodesia ... 17
Northern Rhodesia ., 11
Nyazaland 7

{(of which 6 were to be Africans, two nominated by the Governor of each country).

From the outset you see that Nyasaland, which has the largest population, gets the
least number of seats. '

2. The Federal Government will have control, among other things, of Telecommuni-
cation, Tracsport and limmigration.

3. Federal legislation will override all terrvitorial legislation.

. 4. The original urafy proposed an \'ran Afiairs Board to look after African
interests. This has now in the later draft geen abolished. Instead there is to be a
select committee of Parlisngse to lok after - Ntrvan interests. '

At present the African » \rsnland enjoys rhe privilege of being in control of radio-
telenhone and telegraph sery  +& hoth in the .perational and servicing aspects. He is
the postal clerk, post master .t

~ In Transport he enjoys the  »u poly of driving railway engines, of "examining the
tickets and of being a guard. ' :

These have to go when Federation comes.

__Immigration is of vital importance. The Federation will swamp these countries
with many whites and so drive the African to the tsetse-fly belts of these parts of Africa.
His land will have to go. The Chief will no longer control the land. in favour of his

peupla.

Above uu, the African’s aspiration to determine hi§ own affairs in a self- :
country will be vitally threatened by Federation, This is the crux of the pmh%:;?mmg
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The African in Southern Rhodesia used tu hnfe 2. npar proﬁeuﬁmn fron:r lag]ala.
that wéuld adversely affect hlgls Now unde a1t
has never been ate;-mseﬁ een done a-wa:.r w:t.

The visit of the Colonial Minister, Mr. Hopkinson, did a lot o upite Africans 3
Central Africn. He was very arrogant, and further hﬁ said t-hat there “were mgi
Africans who favoured Feéderation. This angered every African, :?mﬂcnntt roTIEE
guence of the visit was that the Governor of Nyasaland cabled to London saying.tHS

~ there was intimidation, or else the people would gladly accept, the federal idea. The iTg
reaction came from the Chiefs, who decided to' have their awn meeting, nat a_governm&
sponsored one, at Lilongwe, where they passed eleven resolutions condemnin ¢f
Minister of State and the Nyasaland Guvﬂmment The conference of chiefs decided %
send s depniation to the Queen 10 protest against this obnoxious idea. In London i
delegates of this mission were snubbed and this made: them see a new light i m that it w
the Congress that was ﬁp:htmgI for their rights and they decided to join hands réland

a

the Snprenm Council of Nyasaland Chiefs and the people was formed to co-o inate ANe
direct the action of the people. :

Chiefs in Northern Rhodesia have also beeft very actave, and have not let thmr peopl;
down. And so hegins an era of struggle jn Central Africa.

Book Review:

MUSIC AND IDEAS
T New Appvroach

By W.B.NGAKANE.

Rarely ire hooks on music written for the ordinary feader and with some uthar nhjeui
than the exposition of its technigu and ~*muctural forms. Here, however, within thig
compact little colume® and within the _amut of little more than a hundred _
Mr. Finkelstein departs from the old heaten naths and views it from an entirely alfhgIEI
perspective. | The orthodox writer of musi, leals with its historical development,,
technique and”its structnr rms.  On th@Pother hand, Mr: Finkelstein writeg abo
musie as a vehicle for ex*“ ng ideas, an explbsive force which, while growing out
and with the people, giving g wirable savisfss-tion to their aesthetic sense, neverthel
interprets. their ideas of the «dtus quo and tnewr dissatisfaction with it.

L --
I

Tracing the development of 1o ~ic from that of primrtive man-the author ef this
;.,nc-:-_. to great paims to demonstr.ce -hat at every stage, its forms were adequate to
1s of the-pepple.—Among prim t~e pmﬁrﬁmﬁmnmw _
sfifficed as a song, for its purpose. apart from the satisfaction of the aesthetic sense, w
tu control the forces of nature with which they contended all their life. ‘It was a m
for organising-ghb tribe’s collective Iabour in real activities such as hunting, sowing,
the beginning of an attempt to wnderstand nature, There were rituals for i:mntmg,
sowing, harvest, festive initiation of the young into ﬂdulthﬂnd and ceremumes over
hurial of the dead. Kach had its own dance and song.”’ Two types of music are chara
teristicollfl¥itual music at this stage, distinct but tending to combine, one based gn pi
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