LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Editor, Liberation

Dear Sir,

We welcome Liberation, and would like to congratulate you on the high standard
of the first issue. '

The principle that ‘there can be no demgeratic movemeat without democratic theory’
has been repeated very often in South Africa, but in fact very little has been done about jt.

A major source of difficulty has heen a wrong idea of what is meant by ‘‘thearv.”’
. Many Eeuple seem to think that a thedretical study comsists of vagug and unsubstantiated
generalities. Others seem’ to think that a theoretical eduesswon cad congist of a memori-
mation of general principles based on overseas expersmce, Mew many of uk have even
set ourselves the. task of mnk_mﬁ & concrete .and, detalled study of South African political
ecenomy, histery or '5"5’“‘?.1{'*1??"1 ow aaany critical studes applymg our well-known prin-
iples have been published? Is it not high time that critical histories of the . conquest
:;Pﬁiﬁua, the experience of the African and Indiab Congresses from their foundations,
|.tl:adtrm[115 unions in South" Africe, the industrializstion of Sonth Afriea, ete., should be
produced P

L3

el il s -0-Set-about-Jeriotsi) Wﬂiﬂrﬁ e and unuer-
standing of our own South African cqnditions and problems, as: wel.as the general prin-:
ciples of history and politics. In our opinion it is the duty of the older and more experi-
nced people to begin at dnce to summarise the experience of the struggles of the past
1 to carefully consider and formulate the lessons of this experience for the benefit of

he large number of young militau_ts‘ eoming forward in the battles of today.
With greetings for n democrati¢c South Africn,

D. HOLT
A. R. LIPMAN

B. LIPMAN
Tohannesburg.

To the Editor of “Liberation.”
ear Friend,

_PIEEE'E E.EE'EPt my Imnrﬁ%st ﬂﬂllgl"ﬂtll]ﬂ-ﬁiuns on the pllh[iﬂﬂtiﬂll of “LibEI'ﬂtiﬂﬂ.” It-
appears at an appropriate tame to articulate the thoughts and hopes of the voiceless
illions of our country. I am giad to see that ‘“Liberation’’ stands for the principles and
bjectives of the ANC and SAIC. But T hope that this will not blind you' to the necessity
metimes to critierse particular decisions and tactics of the SAIC and ANC,

I have in the past been a’ eriticnl*supporter of the Congresses and have had reserva-
NS 11 my sulnpurt for their p nt methods o ugzele. Nevertheless T joined the first
tch of Natal's volunteers .%uut to jail lwek September. I feel that as long as we
remain loyal to the basic princigles of the liberaton movement, we should make full use
pf our right *to criticise our leadersgend the decisions which they make. Onlv in this wav
ill we be able to avoid mistakes «ni set the peopie s forward march on the correct road
o freedom. 1 hope that “Liberatios  will be guided by this spirit of construetive and

hjective eriticism,
" For Afrika!
Yours for Democracy,

Durban A. K. M. DOCRAT.,

.‘-"{“Lihe:ai-im\“ is not-controlled by auy orcanisation and will always considersitsclf free

o criticise' the Congresses in a constructive and helpful manner where criticism is called.
Err.;-Ed:ltur.] _
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