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o, wroninent English Trade Union Gf{icial_viu}tud_
this Eﬁucﬁ?gf Aftor a lengtay and anpa;'untl:,r ‘lgnhﬂuat%vutﬁg-
vyestigation of the Trade Union Movouont 1ere, A cam? ,,D,_,
conclusion that there was no such toaing in Soutir Airico as a
Upeal® trade wrion jlovenent:

is devastating eoriment may cause offcnee to some South
Afracihnﬂ, wiao have been menbters of ond have ﬂpeni:. many yeors
in the work of the Trade Unions. But an objoctive cormarison
of tho charecter of the South African Trade Union Movenment
with the basic precevts and motives of Trade Unionisn rmust
convince one of the coerrcctneds of tihe conclusiong of our
foreign visitor.

What are the basic motives, purposcs and principles of
Trade Unionism?

The Trade Union Movemcnt is the organisation of the work-
ing class which iy the circunatances of the existing social
order scrves as the ncars of furthering and protecting the
interegts of the workers, In as ruch as the social order of
things confliets with the interests of the workeors, the pur-
pose of the Trade Union Movement is to change this order of
things 80 that it may be in conformity with the historic
intorests of the class it revwresents. Two vital principles
follow from this, Tirstly, it is irmerative that the Tradoe
Union Hovenient be consiastent in its defence of workors!
rights and iatarests, It smist never cease 4o play the role
of "advocate of ‘the workers", and it rmst boldly and fear-
Iossly proclain the varamount importance of those who work
and who produce thc wealth of socicty. Secondly, in cndcav-

ouring %o achieve its purposc the Movement rmst develop and
maintain Yhe maxirmum unity of all workers,

In South Africa these basic princinles _
guccessful Tradc Union Hove princinics, esscenbial %o a

menty arc lacking, This eriticisn
applies tc all scctions of the Mo 3
g B vonent, both Furopean and

The main and most obvious fa

Souti Africa is the disunity of the worlnrs Dhi .
flocted not only in the alnost complote nxcius i;ﬁlgfi%hrﬂn—

i the major established trede uni t
in such oqually fregic phenomenn as "parallelt 'brgcgzifg;

iling of the Trade Unions in

ﬁﬁlﬁmﬂﬂ.’ esnme



coloured or Indian workers, With some rare excentions there
is no point of contact between Nuropcan end non~European
wvoriiers, oven the nore "liberal" vhite workera! lecders

and orgewisations will rot #o beyond advocating that the
woses aprd conditions of non-‘vropean workers rmst be "up-
1ifted", Very rare, indeced, is the case where Eurovncan and
non-Sugonean vor:ers achb and worlc tegether in the joint
defenee of theiy conon rigits and iatercsts, The effect

of thib Hisuvnity on the living and worlizing conditions of the
peonle of" South Africa is too obvious to need-rmentionirg,
Taas the South african Trade Union scone shows an alnics
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counlete negation of the basic princinle of workers! wnity,

It might be ar.wed that the failure tc secure workers
arity in the Trade Unions is the resuvlt of irmperialist con-
ditions, the conseaucnce ©f deliberate and persistermtt
rocialist propogande by the ruling rlass and the influence
of apartheid policies of the Government, Bub -that iz at
best only 2 lome. excusc. The rcal couse of the disunivy is
the lack of a clearsigated polieydegizned to vrotect the
interegta of 21} vorliers. firet® smd forerost, This lack of
o clear opnlicy leads waite trade union leaders even tor ignere
ond to eacrifice tae bacic interests of their own white”
nentbers,

A oclgor exarmole of this is the manner in which Eurooncan
Trade Undon lcaders fence themselves off from the realitics
of t.ce worizer's life under the slog.n of "nc polities", Step
by chep ¥his slogan nas lecd them to sacrifice basie rights
and libersics of their members. In fact, many of then aave
now reacitd the stage wherce any criticism of thé Govérnment
is rezardcd a8 "volitics" and in consequence they now linp
Jlong, Irn the woke cof the politieal nartics, It is the
nolitical. pexrties of the ruling class who now dictate t:ae
poligias of meny of the Duropean trade unions, It i3 not
o very fapr cry fror this to the position where tac trade
vhicns Bepooe an adjunct of the State, The slogan of '"no
nolitice" neans the rcfusal of independence to Hhe Trade™
Union Mowenent.

Conth Africon trade vmion leaders have gone & long way
in scerificing the indenedndence of the Moveument, This. vas
revealed ipn tie suovwort given by a great neay trade uwnlon
leaders to the incentive bonus ideas of Labour liinister
Schoenon, LAn oubstanding and the nmost disgusting exaimle
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was the readiness with whieh some #$rade union leaders con-
nived at the proposal to establish some form of "Bangmen's
Committee® for the purpose of screening clleged corunuiists
under the Suppression of Communism Act, A large groun of
trade unions took nart in discuscions for the purpose of
implementing the recommendations of the HNationalist ILadust-
riel Legislation Commissien, -a body whose undissuised object
was to corry into effect the anti-trade union labour pro-
gramme of the Hat-iﬂﬂﬂliﬂt Party. Cf eounl significance is
the readiness with which .trade unicn lecders arce inclined to
aunoort the Korea wer adventure and the nmrenarations for
another world war, ~11 these taningc zre dengerous peinters
to the math taxen by Souln Africcn Trode Union lewders, o
patl: which mwst lead the Hovement to destructions if the
nenbers of the trode unieng are ot avoioned to the fatal
coascquences of theoe wmolicich.,

The above criticisms osnly mainlr to the scealled
Turonean Trade Unions, In. their coce, thooe weolmesses
arise fron the viilite wiriers! temnornry »rivilege cf  dhnring
in $he exsloitziisr of. the non—turdwecsr worizers omd their
lack: of clear -vision of their own fhzdamontal end uvltinnte
interects.

dut the ATfricen or nox-Turopean Trode Unions aiso dig-
pLay failings, in elenmentary policies. This does 1ot rofor
to the "racheteering" of some Africe . trade union lenders, o
phencaeno:n couseci Uy ignzrence of the worierd, loack of ci-
erience in aﬂ:in's%rati?n-ﬂmrk and toe abjeet noverty-an
nsecurity of Africen trede union leaders, Of for grectoer
gignificance .19 the dongerous trend of inclaticn of thoe
Africen trade unions from the notionsl liberation noveneat,
tae cmphasic -0a the futile slogen of Yno politics" Aand the
elmcst exclusive coacentration on socallod cesnomic -165ucC.
Efrican troade unionists have as et not renliscd Lhod
therc-can be no econonic advance for their rembers ond no
protection for the stondards achieved through the preseat
?ery'limite& metnods of negotiction without pelitical wnd
civil rightse The main weakness of the African trade unions,
indced, -is'the immcnse Dack of frecdom and rishts of their
members and of ftheir orgenisetions,
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What then —— to ounte the title of a book of no mean
tonical egidifliconce for South Africn —— i to he dohed

In fhe Pirct plice it bocomes neeessory to raise foar—

lessly apwathout hegitebion the vitel iscves foeing the
worters oveosonth Alrica todivy. vt ig neecnsrxry -—- oven in

the fouw of o6nposition, insults and abuse —— to stexrt dis-
cussiony yaf trode union cornfercences, gencral mectings,
cxceubippyuectings on 21l aspects of the wor'-ers! strusgle,
It is nsswmgary to put forward in these discussions, clearly
and wnessmewaben]ly, the view thot no secetion of workers can
cxneet & crogress un%pﬂs 21l vorkers enjoy the fullest
deneerguppr eigchts, It is neccessary to liberate the trade
wrion nwovepgnt from subservicnce to Gevernment and employers!
D0licieod 4.8 Tt is nccessary to bmungs the Trade Union Fovement
activelypyoito the gstrugesle of the p{:DPJﬂ for full democracy.

Lbitdongtitutional avenues open in the trade wnions mst
be uti¥®hls for this nurposcs, Study Classcs should be organ-
iscd, w¥WBSvYer moncibles . - Articles ic frade union. journals,

- onalaptae doyr te day dissues from the ~ngle of the real
wor:crgeyduterests, showld be written, The columns of tae
DICSS, <bihe reectioncry dailies, shouwld be utilised
tharousnsgdtters to the Dditor, press stotements, interviecws,

AYYA¥e{ indomendent and vigorous Trade Union Movement,

£ pwwdmronpronisiasly for the wor'ters! interests, will
(3--ud i i, i y
be on dgayFrtiable weonon in the strug.le for liberation,
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