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uth African writers, lile South African moliticiong
and nignnniﬂtﬂ, sy be divided intp tvo cligsca: tinge VAo
live in tihe world of reality and thosc wio 1ivo 3“ & ﬁrﬂr.._r 0
Waite South Africa. A lorge muber of ‘i.!’:}ltl’: quut_'.u_ {urlmmn
belicve that thore is in South Afrien ¢ antion congisting oX-
clusively of wiite men, adis aation is in no woy conmcctad
with anyone of a differcnt colour, scve tiwt toere ore aciwe
black wen who fornm pary of the hostile onvironment in which
the notion nhas to live, This attitude of mind hag rroduccd
the politicians who nrate of “the antivsy »roblen, the ‘
econonists who divide by 2,000,630 when colenlating Souta
Africats nationel incone per nedd of mopulition, and the
writors for whom non~:iwronhecans are not livias caaracters but
merely a baciground source of **loctl Golour®.

Both “nglish ond. Afrilcmans writers arc to be found in
this category,- though the annroach of the two is sligatly
differont, lowis Sowden, writing in "Prci -(Sewt, 1950,
pleaded for South African writin® centirely divorced from the
colour issue, on the grounas® that "Heonle in South. Africe,
whaite poople 2t any rate can and-mostly do live lives not
mach differcnt irem those lived by eovle in Turone and
Ancrice". M. Sowden npparently sccs South Afrien as an
snglish country myysteriously transnorted to the Southorn
demfsphere, Vriting bosed on tais assumstion abounds in
the coluwns of "The Outspen", bt nothing worthy of serious
discussion hag bnen aroduced by this school,

A:f‘ri!ma.np writers do not generally go 23 for as i, Sowden
in j.gnnripg ioe existence of racial nroblems. Thoy soc their
tass as the descrintion of the Afrikaner's sirugrles in on en-
viroanent censlsbing of vald, anincls, nfTirs and Onelishnen.
Hon-luronmcan eharacters arywear in timir boolis in conventienal,
storootiped forms, Sometimes these chara
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thetic —- the faithful V- ters arc sy

. » vod boya" who forn =erd of the furni-
buro in the idyllic rural sctting in vhich Afrilmvans writers

ore 40 fond of starting their stories, Taug C.'l. van dor

Heover, in "Soner", introduces sone coric colourod labourers
to help ercate 'Impulic a.tmaghﬁru. lore often they arc wn-
E}mme.tnnntiu - either bloodtnirst: tribosmen or Insolent,
Spoiled” .town dwollars, Whon van dor Loover. in “Droostet,
wants o syribol to epitonisc the downfnl) of the Afrilmens
fenily wao are driven from thoir nastoral paradise to Bhe

alien cities, he finds it in tho native taxi by wvhich his hero
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i run over abt thwe ond of the boenlz,  With one or two ecxecen-
tions, thdis gort of aomroney to the non=vroncan in stondard
anons Alvidgunn weiters. e protoconists of their gtoriog
ora Afiilonetn, AL obher IZinds of ien are ot or tiwe
S00N0TY, '

do woztiyr Souvt' Afriecin litersture econ come Tron the
oubnors wiose sterting soint is o lic, White Soutih ifrico
iz o myth; the only reality is blicl=—and-vhite South Africa.
The nced to face this reclity is orodunlly beeouiirny: :ore vide-
ly recognisoed «iony: writers, and books which try to deal with
South Lfrican socliety e a4 wiole cre beeo.uing more coixion,

uot 233 of these books cre of counl voluc. It is not
cosy to write cvout the whiole of Southh Afriea's veovla, ba-
ciuce thcre is o waole structure of raecial-borriers crleulatod
to preveat waite nen fron getting to lmow black: non and black
ren from getding to lsiow white men, s the writer, be he
waite or bloack, inevitobly finds himsclf a2t o disadvaatase in
doalin, witn tng oxr ot ¥r.scction of his fellow ren, lany
vritors hiave sought the easy way out of this difficulty. Thow
cagr vy ia te write some violont and bizarre story, oreferably
in o historicel: settin~, which encbles the writer to drammtise
the colour nob en erudely without trying to wrobe_the every-
cor- realitles of it, iHiscogenation is the favouwrite topic of
thig lind ofwriter, 1t is o "doaring" towic:  the writer
o tacicTes it cen boast that he is faeing reality unflinca-
107 0r, It ie a2 tovic loeded wita recady node tension and
trogedy: | the i erest noviece should e asle to mroduce a tear
or two witn Tt Tet it can olten becorme nothing but a mask
bel:ind wiiea Lhe reality of racicl problens is evaded, —Mis-
cocenation ig fot a nojor mhenononon of South African Society,
it is not o Lactor vhiich entors into the life of the average
South Afrwean, Ve do not necogssarily feel owrselves involved
in o storv-.on miscegenation, and it may siiply titivete owr
racc—-conseronsiess without sericusly cuestioning the validity
of racialish dttitwdes,

Mo regl future of Sounth Africon litceriture lics arita
tihwose vriters wao have tried to treat South African soclicty
ag a whol¢ by writing of the everyday realiticg of South
Africon 1life, 'here are not nony of these os yet, Por-
g the o wost nroninent are Peter Abrelinms and Aloa Paton,

Poteor fibzraawais hwng boon granpling witil rocial »roblens
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ever since he started writing, His carly works, thougn
roiseworthy in their intentions, failed to overcoie tac

jfficulties whiech beset the realistice Soubhh African writer,
In YSong of the City", there were sore excellent touches of
realism in the presentation of the Africon characters, but
thie Buropean choracters were nost wnnatural and therc was
alrmost no attermpt to f£it the two sets of characters into a
singlc plot,

IMine Boy" was also a failure in ito proescntation of
Europcan characters and their relationshing with non-kHuro-
'ﬁaané. ¥Mr,. Abrohaaa! two latest worlis, "Tild Concuest! ond

The Path of Thuader" achieve a larger nicasurce of success.
"M7ild Conquest" is a historical nmoval, deoling with the period
wvhen white and black Souvth Africo were still $o sore extent
acharates The problems nrezonted by this weriod are a great
deal less intractoble thon these mresented by contenporary
South Africa, The clash of the two pastoral societies of the
ninctecenth century wvar o 8imle orocess cormared with the con-
nlexitics of our industrial sccicty of today,  HMr. Abrahans
has onde it anncar coven simmler then it veclly was, and his
history is wnrett shalgy in nlaces, Lilte all begimiers in the
ficld of nistorical fiction, nc cndows somec of lis characters,
with a comnletely incredible obility to foresce the futurec,
Yet he has sueceecded in canturing eonctiing of the barbar:ic
traged; of ninetcenth-contury South Africa,

"The Pat™ of Thunder" is the story of a coloured teacier
in a nlatteland doro., Isolated from the baclwerd and uncdu-
cated coloured communityr, he f2lls in love with a vhite girl,
and tragedy resulis, The story is, in werts, nelodrornbic
and improbable and Mr, Abrohong has not sltogether avoided the
pitfalls of faclle dranmatisation, There ig, necverticless,
muein of value in the boolt, espeeinlly in its treotment of the
difficult relationship between the gsophisticated teacher and

v

nls uneducated fanily and fricnisg.

Alan Patonls "Cry tho Beloved Countr" is a maturcr wor:
than any of Poter Abrahams'; it shows a Jjudpenont less
clouded by criotion, Yot ifr, Paton has not catircly succeeded
in portraying the recalitics of South Africen Socicty, He is
too much concerned to drew o moral from his story, too nre-
occupied with the justificotion of his own brand of Christian

Lliberalisn, The result is that his - A
not entirely true +a lifa. plot 2nd characters
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A third writer who deserves nmention at this puint is
Phyllis Altman, In "Law c¢f the Vultures", she Eﬂmrﬂ a keen
aworeness, not only of existing racial groblomﬁ, but also of
the political conscouences wihich arise from them, The ideas-
which she wisheg to oconvey are velid and importans, Unfor-
tunat&lg her tochnical skill as a writer is not yet equal to
the tasks which she sets herself, Her characterisation is
woak; the central character of the book, Thacle, seens %o
becorc a completely different person ha.lfx-mv thrm:l.gh the book,
While his experiences account for his chamgcd attitude towards
the Duroocans, taey do not explain how the seli-effacing
nonentity of tqe carlier chapters becomes ‘hhe ﬁ.:,ma.r'm, guccess~
ful demegoguc of ‘the later vart, The remaining characters
are flat and ramcm'ﬁmtlc. Most of the book lacks atnon-
piacTo a.nti richness of detail, This leaves one with the
irmresston that onc has read a social vorlzor!s casc book
rather than a novel. Hmrthn‘.l.esa, nrs, Altnan has wn-
doubfedly won hersclf a place among our worthwaile writers
and. that place will become morc important as she gains
exnexignee.

Wiat South Africa still awaits, then, is a writer who
w.ll gcc our society clearly and uhulﬂ with feeling for its
tragody but without rmuddled emotion, with a positive philosonhy
of Hils own but without t'.ﬂrallulnh. Though ve have not yet
produced such a writer, the best of oar literaturc secems to be
noving tewards this idcal. South A 'rica has all the raw
natorial for great literaturc. Pecrhans it will not be long
before a cralfisnan worthy of the material will appear.
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