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A JOURIIAL O3 DiHOCRATIO

1 o 0" In
LIBERATION DISOUSITON,

Noe 1. 1) ¢ brlh'lz_'l? L 953 .

CHILIREN (W ZIFE _SLORM,
UPseoticc without theory is blim
Woory vithout nroectice is sterilel,

The firs$ iosue of "Liberation" makes 1tas appecarance of
o time of profourd world crisig, The firat half of the twen-—
ticth century hos been morled by -~ dizzy occoloration in the
rase of acientifie discevery and technicol advamce, Monls
stature has been roised, his horizons boundlessly ﬂ?..‘]p-."!ﬂ(lﬂﬂ.
Yet, for thc most pnrt, social ond cmonomio systems have nob
lent poce with wants cver-inecreasing conquests over nature,

The overvhelming majority of monlkind a4ill lives in
grinding poverty,ignorance and discosogsubject to the blind
and uncontrollable hazords of~wiplanned cmonomy. Over sifrica
and large poerts of Lsig and America, the wanton ravages of
Ammerialism loy waste vast hunman ~al material rosources,

Oy fimes arce mericed by continuous wars and revolubions:

conflicts betweon lobour and capital sbobtween colonisers and
their viectirmgsbetween rival imperial vowers claiming the
riht" ¢ irc; Dbete irperialism itsclf and Sociali
rishy’ to cmoirej between immperialism itsclf a: ocialism,
AL1 thege upheavels. are symptoms of the modern crisis - the
consradiction bebween advanced science and antiquated forms
of social organisation, |

The groeatest single denger that teday faces hulanity is
tnt these tensions should be allowed to explode into o cata~
ciyonic werld conflicty o vost and feryible intercontinontol
wvor in viwich tho gccerets mrn hag vrested from nature will
te uged to dogtroy him, to bury his proudest achicvements and
hig gloriougs hoped, Thot is the blunt 2litermotive which tho
dovelovment and use of atomic, chomical and boacteriological
meang of wax placeh before the weonles of the worlde Vo mugt
win neree or perish,

These truthg hold for all mationg ond »l1l parts of o
world,vithout cxecption.umrnity is ono,tTodny this stotorent
is no longecr mercly .o noral or doicntifie thegis



to be preached inh churches or deboted in the lecture room,
tho in]gngr::_t ron and intcrdencndence of manlkind has become a
oentral ond vital fact of modern lifo,

Nowheore is this devclopment morc strikingly confirmed
thon in ifrica, whosc age-old scmi-isolation is vanishing 1i
the morning mist, Tlec so-czalled "Council of Turopo" finds
its solc unifying bond in the claboration of plans for the
mitual retention of cconomic ond strotegicel meastery over
African territoricsa, resources and pcoples, The United
States of Lmerica plons grecter stockniles of atom bombs to
be manufactured with uranium from the Congo, thc Rand, the
Orange Frec State, The "King's african Rifles" are scnt
from Kenya to huat guerilles in the jungles of Maluya, and
Malan sends young Duropeans to drop napalm bombs on Korcaon
villeges, And in north-west Africa, vest air, naval and
army boases ere being constructed by .merica for the oro-
joeted invasion of the soticlist stoteos of eastorn Durone,

But the doys are past when the fato of africa could be
decided in Zurevc or America without .refrroanen to the affs
and aspirations of thb-ocople in Africo itselt, The chall-
enZing ideag of frecedom and national independence That have
swent twough Asia Hove tekon deon root in this continont of
ours. From BGairo to the Cooe, from Last to West, ifrice-is
awekening:, to demend that her peovles shall toke thoir port
in the world cormunity not cs donendents, inferiors, or opawn
in the diplomotic ganmc, but as oquals ond full nartners.
ugging: end Melon are iiving in the - ast when they scok to
drive a bargain with Churchill for tne sale of Nyasalond or
Bechmanaland: they ame reckoning without the peconle, not
only of Ilyasaland and the "Protcetorotes" but also of
Rhodesia and the Union,

Zlover belore has there been such a powerful and wide-
gpread denand for frecdom anmd: equality for Lfrica, as cxists
today, n:a':‘grnﬂaad in movements for national libora'Eiun
against "federation", for sclf-govornment, and n{:ainﬂ% col~
onial rulce In the Union, this moverient hes found its mos
important reflection in tho alliocnce of tho African and
Indian Congresses for the defiance campaign.

It is, however, not sufficicnt to be determined upon
change, to be cware of the impossibility of the old order,
be brave and ready to saerifice for the future of tho poon]
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1t is nocessary also to achiove widespread clar{dy a2 tho ains
of the strugglec, the ool to be sought and the path b0 achievo
ite lionce tho ncod for political theoory, for and franlc
discussion of all the problems which arisc in the course of
the struggle, for the free exchange and clash of idocs, for

tac stcady achicvenent of o common thooreticel basis and under
standing within the movoment for frecdom,

It is to help supply this necd that "Liberation" has been
established,

We ~roc not so presumbtous as to imagine that this little
magazinoe edn in itsclf aelve all the nony end grave problenms
which fece our people, That is a task. that can only be
accomplished in the courso of the practical struggle, by those
loaders and rank-and-filers who arc narticipating in it, Our
aim is to provide a medium and & vechicle for them to clarify
their idoas and to make those goneralisations from concrete

ex»merionce which are vital if we are ko loarn and to go for-
HﬂId....

At the semo time "Liberation" will not be a journsol with—
out a policy of its own: & formless and aimless debeting forun,

Vo suvpport the world-wide movement for peace and against:
imporialisn,

lle belicve in o democratic South /frica which will imple-
nent tho principle of tihe UNO Charter: for equality of rights,
nmuman dignity and full opportunity for all without distinction
of race, sex, colour or crocd,

e are opnosed to all wvariotics of racialism or of hostil-

ity and contoippt for any group bascd upon colour, or other bio-
logicnl distinctions,

We vill give owr unqualified support to £ll positive for-
ward novencntas against onprossion and injustice such as. the
Camaign of the African National Gongress and the South
African Indien Congross,

Within tho framowork of thesc broad inﬁéﬁéna, "Liboration"
invites contributions from democrats of all s 8 of ovninion
upon natters of political, ccononic, cultural and scientific
interest.



