
M.RA--WEAPON OF THE 

"COLD WAR" 

By DAN TLOOME 

RECENTLY we have becomc-awarc i-i a IU-W movement which amis 10 utuau 
African*. It invito ihcm lor fix* vim* u» conlcrcncea in Rhodesia <i*a.<v 

ports fixed without questions, all expenses paid), onj even IU bwit:crland (ayam. 
all expenses paid, including luxury juvmm..xJation in u%hr.t-class hotel), bomc 
African leaders accept these invitations without thinhng very much about It. 
The movement seems harmless, of a vaguely relitfous character. It calls itself 
"Moral Rearmament." It claims to be based on the principles ol "Absolute 
Honesty, Purity, Unselfishness and Lo\e." Smooth-spoken emissaries come to see 
these African leaders. They flatter them with a .-how of r e j e c t and considcia-
tion. It all sound* so attractive, tmd harmless. The reward-* are tempting 

Fortunately. mo*t ot our non-European leaders ha\c developed a .sharp seme 
of suspicion against innwceiu-^ccming -advances of this type. They want to know 
what-it is all about. One or two, however, arc not so vigilant- They accept 
invitations to Lusaka in Rhodesia and Caux in Swit:crli*nd. They send fulsome 
birthday grecang* to the M.ft.A. fuhrer, Dr. Frank Buchman. They fail to ask 
the key question*: What is the M.R.A.? What is its background? How 
organised and finance's. wh$X are its. real aims' 

1.1 it 

The Background. 

In the 1930s .there emerged in Britain a movement known as the Oxford 
Group, lead by an American, Dr. Frank Buchman. While 'it claimed to be 
religious in character, it showed a marked political bias. Its main political feature 
at that time was its sympathy for Germany Nazism. In 1936, Dr. BuchnTan paid 
a visit to Germany and met Himmler who was, of course, «he head of the Gestapo, 
responsible during his career for the slaughter and torture of millions of innocent 
people in concentration camp. According to the German steel millionaire Frits 
Thyssen (in his book "I Paid Hitler") Himmler was actually a member! erf the 
Oxford Croup. A few weeks later after his return from Nari Germany, Buchman 
made, the following declaration: 

T thank Heaven for a man like Adolph Hitter who built a front line of 
defence against the anri- Christ of Communism." ("Nciv York 'World-Telegram,'-
August 26th, 1936.) 

When the war broke out against Germany, leading British member*- of 
Buchman s organisation went to America to carry out a campaign for American 
g * * ™ * * They said that the role of the U S A should be limited to "Moral 
Rearmament. Tms was made the main slogan of the movement, and from then 
cm the Oxford.Grpup changed its name to that of Moral Renrmamenr. 

k«^^&.!f fS W t l e r u a d "lrcady 0VCrrun Europe flnd *• P r ^ N a z i lin* hod 
become impossible for Buchman to put across outside Germany. M.R.A. public* 
now, however, continued to be published in German under the Nazi rctfroe. 



Sir Man Herbert. Conservative M.P. ...said about the Moral Rearmament 
(iriMip: 

"I know what I am up against w.Ji tluV.vust, wealthy and ruthless organisa­
tion The InnuuaKe ami rechniqne of I he Oxford Group Co-, Ltd., is strikingly 
and siutlv similur to that of the Nazis." 

In (Miliary, l°4* ,the American (trail Appeals Board-(a body set up to con-
suler implications UH exemption Irom military service) rejqeted appeals from 
M.R.'A. mrmh*rs. sicvktiis: 

"Sutfi'tlcikuatioiis ,(hv I>r. Itmhmaii) seem to us to be expressing the aims 
;*iul I'hiltvj'i-iijhy .'o'l I hi*" Axis power*." 

M.R.A trader-. Irom foreign louiiines act as agencies of the American intel-
liKeiue fv|?yj ^wvkjj^J^ekaU'si^ aucndinK international M.R.A. conferences in 
America [\\M'* "\ .ter*rili.>nal security conferences" with representatives of the 
I ' X ( CMH-JVNA ; and Srwc D/,\im.itn. C Jen. I IICIH* P. Clay, the American Mitt-
iarv ( oinipandcf sn Oermanv helped 1.1 nti'k 150 Oerman leaders to attend the 
M.R.A. rtjefflrs-j^in t*uv.\ in I S , nrJ" in N50 the Japanese'M.R.A. delegation 
came u* FtfHfft* m.J Amer..a "with the Mippon and approval of Den. MacArthur" 
(Gmnrv.^irDal<"Record, Julv- --hb^.1950). 

Humhle Gratitude. 

The leaders oi thi> lapane-c delegation were received by the U.S. Congress, 
JIKI their spokesman 'said: 

VC'o* realise th*»i the prvaou> .blood of the sons-of America is now being 
«hed\«o *roie*i freedom of tt1* world, and me Far fa^r, and if we might 
be* p$n£itied a*. Japanese-to bow~our~hea%ds ftTj&epest and humble gruti-
it»dc<a;>d appreciation for this great sacrifice theUhited States is making, 
•-* -w^t indeed be an honour and a privilege for us." 

If fucft «coVile Ucksnttling is required ot non-white M.R.A. members, African 
leaders rnav well think twice if it is not too high a T>rice to pay for a frVe 
holidav ahtoad. 

Both in the United States and Britain, M.R-A. is supported by the most re­
actionary and fsssistic' sections of ithe ruling class. Henry Ford ar<I Harry Truman 
have backed this outfit fori manv years. In Britatin Lord Nuffield, the Morris 
motor-car'king, Lord Courrhope. President of the National Union of Conservative 
and Unionist Associations, and former President of the Landowners Association, 
and man,* »$iber- Torv leaders and top capitalists are among M.R.A.'s backers. 

A lUi **( t\A Movement"* ehiel supporters in other countries sounds like a 
icgisrer %& ihc worst enemies of the Corking claw throughout the world. Chiang 
Kai-shek and his Formosa duple-back M.R.A. Its Japanese supporters include 

.Hisuro IchimJ^lo the Director ol ihc Pa'?k of Japan, and other leaders of Japanese 
Industry who, nave their iu!l support 10 Japanese aggression in Asia. Other 
lapane.-e. -stiftrvrXers include America's puppet Premier of. Japan. Yoshida, and the 
Chiefs of Toirce.'in Tokyo and Osaka. 

The b»ra&s.t monopoly iiv India is Tata Industries. Its Chairman. Shri 
J.R.L>. Tata backs M.R.A. 

Singman Knee is an M.R.A. man. 

Karl ArJep»«»<«- West German Chancellor, ("the Butcher of Bonn") ia an 
M.R.A. man. 
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Robert Schumann, former- French Prime Minister who was kickefi out by 
the French Parliament because they could not stomach his plan for a new Nan 
army m Germany and German control of French coal and steel resources, is an 
HltA. man. 

What sort of company is this, for Africans who claim to be interested 
emancipation of their people? 

in tW 

In South Africa, 

It is only recently that M.RA. has been trying to penetrate among non-
European leaders- in this country. Hut it has for some time been seeking support 
among the Europeans. Where did it got the support? 

As-we should expect, from the sort of international connections described above, 
the Buchmanites sought and found a ready response among big business 
circles in the Union. And, in 'the first place, from the historic enemy of the 
workers and oppressed people of South Africa, the big mining interests who 
dominate our country 

"The Chamber of Mines, which undertook the cost of sending a delega­
tion of its own tepresentatives to Caux, reports that there is 100 per cent, 
change in relationships between itself and t h e men (the white miners' 
union) as a result of M-RA. influence. Personalities such as Mr. Paul 
Visser, President of the Union, and Mr. R. P. Erasmus declare that tljey 
have found a new way whereby disputes can be settled amicably in the 
light of the M.R.A. ideology.*' 

("The Star," 23rd April, 1951) 

Nationalist members of Parliament and leaders of the Natronalist dominated 
S.A. Mine Workers' Union availed themselves of the invitations to holidays in 
Switzerland. Mr. D. F. Ellis former Secretary of the Mine Workers' 'Union, was 
also connected with the movement for "Moral Rearmament," although his devo­
tion to the principles of "absolute honesty, purity etCi" would fyppear to be 
somewhat questionable. 

To sum up: 

"Moral Rearmament" is not, as it pretends to be, a quasi-religious bixly res­
tricted to preaching high-sounding moral platitudes. It is.an enormously wealthy 
international conspiracy devoted to undermining movements of the workers and 
oppressed people for emancipation in all countries. Its "message" of collaboration 
between workers and em-plovers, between oppressors and the oppressed turns out 
to be a formula for getting the oppressed <to submit to their fate, without 
struggle. By allowing a few leaders to sit down socially with their masters, Jrhey 
hope to emasculate the trade unions and national liberation movements. 

They will not succeed in these objectives. The great majority of trade: 
unionists and democratic leaders will refuse to be side-tracked by the soft soap 
of the Buchmanites. TTiey will ask why M.R.A. members are not allowed to 
elect officials of the movement, and why its finances are kept a closely-guarded 
secret from the. members themselves. They will ask why M.R.A. has no answers 
to any ot the problems of poverty, misery, unemployment and war, but restricts 
itself to acting as a weapon m American Captation's "cold war" against so<alled 

communism. 

"R « ? d M * e y ^ r e J e C t Jhe
r ¥^'A- w i t h «»«««n«pt. just as they rejected the 

Bantu National Congress" of Mr. Bhengu, the so-called "Non-European Unity 
Movement" and all other agencies of the ruling class. V 
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