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Press Statement on the Industrial Conciliation Act following a
Joint Mecting between the Federation of S.A. Trade Unions,
The Western Province General Workers Union, The Food and
Canniog Werkers Union and The Alrican Food and Caanning
Workers® Union

At 3 ,oint meeting of the 14 FOSATU unicns, the Food and Camniung
Wotkess' Union, the African Food and Canning Workers Union avd the
Wesier: Prosinee General Workers’” Union to ciscuss their stand on the
amended Jndusirinl Conciilation Act, the untons agreed ihat rheir siruggie
was no for cegisiratian Luf for the mainiznzuce of certein basic nonciples.
CThese internatlicnaily eocepled principies are the rignt of «li workers o join
wisions of theur choice ang the right of warkers o uarestricted control of theiut
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H wis agread iltat the amended legisiziion continued to violase these prin-
ciples by coutinuing to raciaily scgregeie unisns and by increasing state
contro! at the capense of werker control of their unions.

The participating snions strongly condemned the majerily of registered
unions for abandoning these principles and, in collaboration with empleyers,
attempting to enrol African members, whereas for many years they have
bowed to government policy and have made no attempt to organise African
workers.

The unions agreed that they would not be prepared to similarly abandon
their principles. It was, therefore, agreed that they would not accept any
registration which was not granted on the following basis:

1. unions must be compictely non-racial in their membership and controi;
2. provisianal registration wili pot be accepted. Registration must at leas!

accord with the present criteria for final registration ané any add:iional
controis will not be aceepted;
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. existing unious musi be acknowledged and registration should not be
used as a means for fragmenting them. Our struggle has been to create
effective, national, broad based indvstrial unions.
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