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Introduction 

In th is edition we look at some of the remarkable developments on the 

labour front in the East Rand. 

Key features of the massive str ike wave which swept the a rea dur ing the 

last six months of 1981 a re covered in an a r t ic le by Baskin. Although he is 

pr imari ly concerned with exploring the background causes of worker 

mi l i tancy. Baskin emphasizes that the developments on the East Rand go 

beyond the dramatic manifestation of management- labour conflict in the form 

of s tr ike ac t ion . 'Str ikes themselves a re not the sum total of l abour 

a c t i v i t y ' . The var ious forms of organisa t ion that emerge out of such conflict 

a re cent ra l to the long term consolisation of worker s t r e n g t h . 

One such organisa t iona l response on the East Rand is to be found in the 

FOSATU-based Germiston shop-s tewards ' council - the focus of a second a r t i c l e 

by the above au tho r . Here Baskin descr ibes the r ap id growth of th is new 

organ of worker power which is faced with the problem of simultaneously 

having to expand and consolidate o rgan isa t ion . 

Also in th is edition is published the full text of the add re s s del ivered 

by FOSATU general secretary Joe Foster at the Fede ra t ion ' s Congress ea r l i e r 

th is yea r . 


