
CUSA and AZACTU Support Worker Unity 

Representatives of CUSA (Council of Unions of South A f r i ca ) and 
AZACTU (Azanian Confederation of Trade Unions) met on November 2 
to examine common ground for a fu ture working r e l a t i o n s h i p . At 
tha t meeting a sub-committee was establ ished to explore the future 
of the working class in South A f r i c a . The meeting found common 
ground on the fo l low ing issues: 
* black leadersh ip ; 
* acceptance of whi te involvement a t grassroots l e v e l ; 
* n o n - a f f i l i a t i o n to p o l i t i c a l organ isat ions; 
* agreement on f i nanc ia l accoun tab i l i t y to members w i t h i n unions; 
* independent ac t ion of unions w i t h i n a f ede ra t i on ; 
* methods of i n te rna t iona l f i nanc ia l ass is tance; 
* continued community involvement. 

CUSA and AZACTU discussed the formation of COSATU and resolved 
tha t : "not ing the formation of COSATU, CUSA and AZACTU wish to 
place on record the fo l l ow ing : 

1 . We bel ieve in the p r i n c i p l e of worker un i ty based on the 
mater ia l condi t ions workers are exposed t o . 

2 . We be l ieve in the p r i n c i p l e of worker cont ro l oased on a n t i -
rac isrn/non-racia l ism to b u i l d a non -exp lo i t a t i ve , democratic 
society based on the leadership of the working c lass . 

3. Our b e l i e f in a new federat ion which would un i te the major i ty 
o f organised black workers in our country , expressing the true 
asp i ra t ions of black workers and not accomodating the asp i ra ­
t i ons of a m inor i t y leadership. 

4 . CUSA and AZACTU remain committed to discussing the basis of 
working class un i t y w i th t r u l y worker -cont ro l led organ isat ions. 

5. We fu r t he r bel ieve tha t i t would be contrary to working class 
un i t y to create new organisat ions where democratic worker 
con t ro l l ed unions have already been es tab l ished. 

6. We bel ieve tha t any federat ion of the working class has to 
i d e n t i f y w i th and p a r t i c i p a t e in the nat ional l i b e r a t i o n 
s t rugg le . 

7. We bel ieve f u r t he r tha t a federat ion of the working class has 
to inform and educate i t s membership f o r l i f e - l o n g educat ion. 
Therefore the education of workers should be based on a broader 
p o l i t i c a l philosophy of se l f - r e l i ance and se l f -de te rm ina t ion . 

8. The s o l i d a r i t y of workers should s t a r t a t home and the process 
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of un i t y therea f te r should spread to Southern A f r i c a , A f r i ca 
and the in te rna t iona l community. 

9. CUSA and AZACTU have agreed to the fo l low ing and therefore 
i n v i t e a l l organisat ions of students, parents, community, 
c i v i c , p o l i t i c a l and workers, inc lud ing COSATU, to j o i n us in 
9.1) es tab l i sh ing trade union regional s o l i d a r i t y committees; 
9.2) c a l l i n g for a nat ional s t r i k e i f the s ta te of emergency 

i s not l i f t e d by 31 December 1985; 
9.3) develop a worker manifesto, 
9.4) begin an unemployed workers' p ro jec t , 
9.5) form s o l i d a r i t y a l l i ances in the community, 
9.6) cont ro l service organisat ions through p a r t i c i p a t i o n on 

the management committees, 
9.7) es tab l i sh nat ional May Day Committees. 

(Report taken from Izw i le thu 3.9-10, Nov-Dec 1985) 

CUSA Resolution on the Education Crisis 

Recal l ing the 1981 CUSA reso lu t ion on educat ion, 
which i n t e r a l i a ca l led for universal desegregated 
education a t the pr imary, secondary and t e r t i a r y 
leve ls in an undivided n o n - r a c i a l / a n t i - r a c i s t South 
A f r i c a , the CUSA NEC, as CUSA and parents, there fo re : 

1 . endorses the reso lu t ions of the meeting in Johannesburg on 28-
29 December 1985 on People's Education for People's Power; 

2. condemns the se lec t i ve sectar ian implementation of the reso lu­
t i o n s , and wishes to warn those church and community organisa­
t ions present a t the consu l ta t ion to enforce the reso lu t ion 
not %o open the schools u n t i l 28 January 1986; 

3. dedicate ourselves to involvement a t the l o c a l , regional and 
nat ional leve l of the creat ion of a National C r i s i s Committee 
but requ i re tha t these st ructures be estab l ished and operate 
on democratic p r i n c i p l e s ; 

4 . c a l l on a l l CUSA structures and the branches of a l l a f f i l i a t e d 
unions to p a r t i c i p a t e in these s t ructures a t every l e v e l ; 

5. Call upon the var ious committees to pub l i c i se meetings as 
widely as possib le so tha t t h i s c r i s i s can t r u l y r e f l e c t the 
People's power f o r a People's Education, 

10 


