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Management intimidates but workers go ahead 

DESPITE cons iderab le management i n t im ida t i on there was a good 

resDonse to the c a l l fo r a stoppage in the D u r b a n , Hammarsdale, 

Tongaat, Estcourt and Empangeni a reas . Twelve t ex t i l e fac to r ies 

slopped p r o d u c t i o n , b r i n g i n g out 10 430 workers ; seven chemical 

factor ies were b rought to s t a n d - s t i l l 1 590 workers and two Mawu 

factor ies stopped produc t ion b r i n g i n g out 240 workers . 

The Burhose fac to ry in Estcourt was where ser ious r e p r i s a l s 

were a n t i c i p a t e d . A s t r i ke occurred there in May last year and the 

Nutw had exper ienced an u p h i l l ba t t l e for recogn i t ion ever s ince . 

Every known union contact had been worked out of the fac to ry at 

some time or for some reason. The workers therefore considered i t 

unwise for i n d i v i d u a l s exposed in leadersh ip posi t ions to assume a 

prominent ro le in the stoppage. 

They thus a r ranged the stoppage in such a way that no 

leaders cou ld be i d e n t i f i e d . A short wh i l e before the stoppage was 

scheduled workers s ta r ted s i n g i n g at the i r machines. They stopped 

their machines when the stoppage was due and kept s i n g i n g . 

Workers then observed a per iod of s i lence, wh ich was fo l lowed by 

'Nkosi S i k e l e l ' A f r i c a ' and then resumed work . Workers found i t 

d i f f i cu l t to get the whole fac tory to p a r t i c i p a t e due to the lay out 

of the p lan t and management i n t i m i d a t i o n , however, a l l the major 

sections were i nvo l ved . 

At Mooi River Tex t i les s i m i l a r problems arose. The bosses sa id 

that they d i d not see why they had to become invo lved in a f i g h t 

between the union and government. Even a f te r the shop stewards 

had forced them to accept the s toppage, the management t r i ed to 

prescribe which machines should be kept r u n n i n g . Workers however 

simply clocked out and each of the sh i f t s stopped work . 

At South A f r i can Fabr ics a shop steward was f i r e d before the 

stoppage for a l leged ly u n d e r t a k i n g un ion business d u r i n g work ing 

hours and th is was s t i l l an issue at the time of the s toppage. 

During the stoppage the company t r i ed to stop each department from 
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c o m i n g o u t . The m a n a g i n g d i r e c t o r a n d o t h e r d i r e c t o r s p r o w l e d 

r o u n d the f a c t o r y i m m e d i a t e l y b e f o r e a n d d u r i n g the s t o p p a g e a n d 

t h e r e w e r e c o n t i n u a l l o u d - s p e a k e r c a l l s w h i l e t h e s t o p p a g e took 

p l a c e . M a n a g e m e n t f o r c e d w o r k e r s b a c k to w o r k when the m e e t i n g 

get o n t o t h e q u e s t i o n of the r e i n s t a t e m e n t of t he d i s m i s s e d shop 

s t e w a r d . 

I n 4 o u t of t he 12 Nu tw f a c t o r i e s t h a t s t o p p e d , I n d i a n s and 

A f r i c a n s came o u t t o g e t h e r a n d t h e s t o p p a g e w a s c l o s e to 100% At R o b e r t s o n Stone w o r k e r s c l o c k e d o u t of t he f a c t o r y d u r i n g 

the s t o p p a g e , t h e r e b y f o r f e i t i n g t h e i r p a y f o r t h a t p e r i o d . 

I n s e v e r a l o t h e r f a c t o r i e s w h e r e w o r k e r s d i d not feel 

t h e m s e l v e s s u f f i c i e n t l y s t r o n g , l u n c h - t i m e c e r e m o n i e s we re h e l d . A l 

H e n k e l r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n m a n a g e m e n t a n d w o r k e r s we re so tense t ha t 

w o r k e r s f e l t t h a t the s t o p p a g e m i g h t p r o m o t e c o n f r o n t a t i o n , a 

s i t u a t i o n i n f a c t m a t e r i a l i s e d a few weeks l a t e r o v e r o t h e r i s s u e s . 

The good r e s p o n s e f r o m w o r k e r s in the D u r b a n a r e a m a y be 

a t t r i b u t e d i n p a r t to the f a c t t h a t u n i o n s in t h e r e g i o n to some 

e x t e n t a n t i c i p a t e d the s t o p p a g e c a l l . Bo th Nu tw a n d C w i u h a d 

n a t i o n a l e x e c u t i v e m e e t i n g s i n D u r b a n t h e w e e k - e n d b e f o r e the 

s t r i k e c a l l . 

D e l e g a t e s d i s c u s s e d the i s s u e t h e r e , a g r e e d to the i dea of a 

s t o p p a g e a n d p r e p a r e d a d r a f t of t he p a m p h l e t c a l l o n w o r k e r s to 

s t o p w o r k . When the s t r i k e c a l l was o f f i c i a l l y made b y the FCWU on 

Mon 8 , the u n i o n s i n the a r e a we re t h e r e f o r e i n a p o s i t i o n i m m e d i ­

a t e l y to p u t the c a m p a i g n i n t o f u l l s w i n g . 

N u t w : 

H a m m a r s d a l e - Hebox 1 750, P r o g r e s s K n i t t i n g 1 400 , N a t a l 

T h r e a d 550 , G e l v e n o r 400 . 

P i n e t o w n - S m i t h a n d Nephew 750, N i n i a n a n d L e s t e r 500, 

R e g i n a 300, N e l b a P r i n t s 100, S t a y f l e x 80 . 

T o n g a a t - D a v i d W h i t e h e a d 1 500. 

Mooi R i v e r - Moo i R i v e r T e x t i l e s 1 000 . 

E s t c o u r t - B u r h o s e 1 400 . 

R o s s b u r g h - S . A . F a b r i c s 650 . 



27 

Mawu: 

Jacobs - Rober tson Stone 120, Krommenie 120 

C w i u : 

Umbong in tw in i - S .A . T i o x i d e 450 

Jacobs - ANCI P a i n t s 270, R i v e r t e x 150. 

Pinetown - Du rapen ta P l a s t i c s 450, Omega P l a s t i c s 120. 

Empangeni - Bonus F e r t i l i z e r 50 

P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g - I n c o r p o r a t e d L a b o r a t o r i e s 100 

FOSATU, April 13 

Solidarity but no mass stoppage 
F0SATU, GWU a n d Saawu and the Cusa a f f i l i a t e , the Un i t ed A f r i c a n 

Motor Workers Un ion o r g a n i s e d work s toppages in D u r b a n . Whi le 

most u n i o n s in the a r e a exp ressed t h e i r s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the p ro tes t 

they s ta ted that they were u n a b l e to p a r t i c i p a t e in the s toppage 

because of lack of t ime a n d o r g a n i s a t i o n a l d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

Saawu o r g a n i s e d the work s toppage a t 15 f a c t o r i e s in D u r b a n -

Defy, A E C I , Romatex, B r a z i e r a n d Son, O e r l i k o n , Res inkem, Wespeco 

and T u r n a l l , Coates B r o t h e r s , N ine F e a t h e r s , v a n Dyck C a r p e t s , 

Motor Assembl ies , Sandock , Noggy Food, Hyperama and T e x f i n . 

They o b t a i n e d p r i o r agreement from management for 5, 10 and 

15 minute s toppages d u r i n g w o r k i n g h o u r s . However Saawu a d m i t t e d 

they d i d not have a c c u r a t e f i g u r e s of the s u p p o r t g i v e n by w o r k e r s 

or whether w o r k e r s a t these f a c t o r i e s had p a r t i c i p a t e d . 

GWU, new in the D u r b a n dock a r e a , desc r i bed the s tevedores 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the Agget t w o r k - s t o p p a g e as " p a r t i a l and s p o r a d i c " . 

The Assoc ia t i on of D i s t r i b u t i v e a n d A l l i e d Workers (ADAW) took 

a dec is ion on b e h a l f of i t s a f f i l i a t e s - the N a t i o n a l Un ion of 

D i s t r i bu t i ve Workers (NUDW), the N a t i o n a l Union of Commercia l 

Catering and A l l i e d Workers (NUCCAW) a n d the Commercial C a t e r i n g 

and A l l i e d Workers Un ion (CCAWUSA), to s u p p o r t the s toppage in 

p r i n c i p l e . 
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ADAW a p p r o a c h e d i n d i v i d u a l m a n a g e m e n t s a n d was n o t i f i e d of 

t h e i r c o - o p e r a t i o n the d a y b e f o r e the s t o p p a g e was s c h e d u l e d . 

Because of t h e s h o r t n e s s o f t i m e a n d o r g a n i s a t i o n a l d i f f i c u l t i e s 

s p e c i f i c to shop w o r k e r s , the t h r e e a f f i l i a t e s d i d not c a l l o n t h e i r 

m e m b e r s to s t op w o r k . 

The U n i t e d A f r i c a n Moto r W o r k e r s U n i o n , a CUSA a f f i l i a t e , sa id 

i t h a d o r g a n i s e d s t o p p a g e s a t two moto r g a r a g e s , V i v o r M o t o r s and 

G r o s v e n o r M o t o r s . No w o r k - s t o p p a g e o c c u r r e d a m o n g s t w o r k e r s from 

t h e o t h e r CUSA a f f i l i a t e s - t he C h e m i c a l W o r k e r s U n i o n , the Food 

a n d B e v e r a g e W o r k e r s U n i o n ( b a s e d i n M a r i t z b u r g ) , a n d the 

B u i l d i n g C o n s t r u c t i o n a n d A l l i e d W o r k e r s U n i o n . 

T h e r e was a l s o no s t o p p a g e o r g a n i s e d b y t h e FCWU, the A f r i c a n 

W o r k e r s A s s o c i a t i o n a n d the N a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n of W o r k e r s ( N F W ) . 

The NFW d e s c r i b e d one e x c e p t i o n a t t h e SASKO B a k e r y in 

M t u b a t u b a w h e r e w o r k e r s d o w n e d t o o l s f r o m 11 ,pm o n t h e Feb 10 

u n t i l 5 am on t h e Feb 1 1 . W h i l e shop s t e w a r d s n e g o t i a t e d w i t h 

m a n a g e m e n t o v e r the r e t r e n c h m e n t of 16 w o r k e r s the s t r i k i n g 

w o r k e r s p a i d t r i b u t e to Ne i l A g g e t t . 

LYNNE LAMBERT, Mar 12 

We last held May Day in 1950 

" I t is the duty of every t rade un ion is t to organise 

func t ions v igorous ly to ensure that every worker can 

ce lebra te May Day in one way or another together w i th 

h i s / h e r comrades in a l l p a r t s of the w o r l d " . 

THE ce leb ra t ion of May Day as an in te rna t iona l day of s o l i d a r i t y 

amongst workers o r i g i n a t e d in A u s t r a l i a in 1856. 

Workers o rgan ised a day of a complete work stoppage together 

w i th meetings and enter ta inment as a demonstrat ion in f avou r of an 

8-hour d a y . It was i n i t i a l l y p lanned as an iso lated event , but it 

aroused workers to such an extent that it was decided to repeat the 

event a n n u a l l y . 
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By 1886 the idea of a mass worker demontration had reached 

the US, where workers also demonstrated for an 8-hour day. 

Workers in America were prevented from organising similar demons­

trations in following years because of police and legal harassment. 

However, in 1890 workers again planned a demonstration for May 1-

The International Workers Congress decided in 1889 to use this same 

day as an international proletarian celebration and so demonstr­

ations were held throughout Europe as welt. 

May Day commemorations are celebrated in different ways. The 

first protests were rallies where large gatherings of workers 

listened to speakers who demanded primarily shorter working hours. 

May Day has also been celebrated by marchs where workers have 

proclaimed the day as theirs to do as they please. 

Internationally, May Day has become a manifestation of 

international worker unity and solidarity. It is an event that 

unites workers who are atomised by the barriers and structures of 

capitalism and imperialism. 

However, in America during the Cold War Labour Day was 

moved to September and May 1 became celebrated as Loyalty Day. 

This reflected the reformist and pro-imperialist nature of the 

organised US labour movements. 

In South Africa from 1926 sections of the workforce were able to 

get May Day included as a workers' holiday in their industrial 

council agreements. In 1961 the Nationalist government began to 

curb this right by interfering with these agreements. The then 

Minister of Labour wrote to Sactu saying the following: 

" I have to advise you that it is not government policy to 

approve of wage determinations and industrial council 

agreements which provide for May Day as a public 

hol iday". 
May Day was celebrated by the progressive trade unions 

during the 1930's and by the Council of Non-European Trade Unions 

(CNETU) during the 1940's. In other parts of the world workers 

have often organised marchs whereby their demands are articulated 

to the employers and to the state. 
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I n S o u t h A f r i c a t h e f i r s t s u c h d e m o n s t r a t i o n was o r g a n i s e d by 

the A f r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n of T r a d e U n i o n s w h e r e w h i t e a n d black 

w o r k e r s we re brought together under the slogans 'We Want Bread' 

and WorK f o r W a g e s ' . 

The most s i g n i f i c a n t M a y Day e v e n t in Sou th A f r i c a n h i s t o r y 

o c c u r r e d i n 1950. On M a r 26 the A f r i c a n P e o p l e s ' O r g a n i s a t i o n , in 

c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the T r a n s v a a l b r a n c h o f the ANC, CNETU, the 

J o h a n n e s b u r g D i s t r i c t Commun is t P a r t y a n d the T r a n v a a l I n d i a n 

C o n g r e s s , c o n v e n e d a ' D e f e n d F ree Speech C o n v e n t i o n ' in J o h a n n e s ­

b u r g . I t was c a l l e d to p r o t e s t t h e p r o o o s e d S u o p r e s s i o n of 

Commun ism A c t . 

These o r g a n i s a t i o n s c a l l e d f o r a one d a y s t a y a w a y on May 

D a y . T h i s was to be the f i r s t t ime t h a t the s t a y a w a y t a c t i c was 

u s e d . T h i s d e m o n s t r a t i o n a l s o s u p p o r t e d h i g h e r wages a n d o the r 

w o r k e r d e m a n d s . 

The s tay a w a y was heeded b y a s u b s t a n t i a l n u m b e r o f w o r k e r s 

( a p p r o x i m a t e l y h a l f of t he w o r k f o r c e ) . T h i s e s s e n t i a l l y p e a c e f u l 

p r o t e s t t u r n e d to v i o l e n c e when p o l i c e i n t e r v e n e d i n a r g u m e n t s 

b e t w e e n r e t u r n i n g w o r k e r s a n d b o y c o t t i n g w o r k e r s , k i l l i n g 19 

w o r k e r s a n d i n j u r i n g 3 0 . 

O t h e r d e m a n d s c a l l e d f o r o v e r the y e a r s by S o u t h A f r i c a n 

w o r k e r s h a v e been t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of w o r k e r s ' r i g h t s to f o r m and 

j o i n t r a d e u n i o n s of t h e i r c h o i c e , t h e a b o l i t i o n of p a s s l a w s and 

i n f l u x c o n t r o l , t he r i g h t to s t r i k e , a n a t i o n a l m i n i m u m w a g e , the 

a b o l i t i o n o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n t h e w o r k p l a c e on t h e g r o u n d s of r a c e 

a n d sex a n d i n c l u d e d l e a v e , s i c k l e a v e , m e d i c a l a i d , unemDloymen t 

a n d p e n s i o n b e n e f i t s . 

By the l a t e 1950 ' s M a y Day c e a s e d to be c e l e b r a t e d b y South 

A f r i c a n w o r k e r s as t h e i r u n i o n s w e r e smashed b y the s t a t e . To t h i s 

d a y May Day h a s n o t a g a i n been c e l e b r a t e d b y w o r k e r s i n South 

A f r i c a o n a n o r g a n i s e d b a s i s , no r h a v e w o r k e r s ' b a s i c d e m a n d s 

been m e t . 
SIMON RATCLIFFE, JOHANNESBURG. April 1. 


