
THE GENERAL PACTORY WORKERS BEMEPIT FU~D

Wbat is a Benetit Pwl~ tel" How doos it h~lp workers'

The story ot Hr Joshu~ ~ccla hal~s us to answ)r tb~se questions .

.io3nu~ fi.~081a was I!cplo)'~11 1.1:; $.A.fl. H..: haJ b.:oen contributin,: to th·~

compan:r COlIIIPulsory S:1VinC3 Fu."Id t':~d on t<!mnatiofl or his s~J"Vic.:.·.
toe did not Nceiv<! ?lis contriuution::o back. On.;; ot the Dcnotit Ftm1
atatt ~Ebcl'fl phondd up the S.:•• Fi. Ilnd saw II htt.. r tc fir Mt"l~la

aakinS enquiri~s sbout th~ rct.UD~.

: .."1 ottici2ol ot tha tin d.1nhd any knowlo1d~:I ot dOductions. H" 'o(rot'".i
th.tt at the back or the lettotr ho:.· hOO reccived. !oatar. 3rter turtlHlr
enquiries had bu.n ..de, a.A.ft. pl'Ol:I1aeJ to giv~.hi. a rotund atter
10 4..,s.

Later Mr Cbeadla recuived a phone call trom S.A.ft. stotinc that a
cheque had be.n ••reto t'.r t1clllJla'a addresa and requl!sted "r ltcI~l4

to call at the ottico .0 that thcl could drart a lotter to Johannu,burc
(tho l.tter would b. siEnQd by the ca.plainant).

!he lctter "as then writt~n. In this letter Nr Memola was ComQlainin~
that be had not Ncoived hi. past contributions back.
Mr Cheadle took th" l.::tter potrsonally to Jonz:,nnesburg and lo4Ge~ a
c~la1nt at the .un ottico in Johannesbur... SOMeU.., in Hov.}llb,;-r
1973 a card was receivdd t'l"OlI tho) Chi,Jt Accountant intonain& t~

co~lainant that the ortica was still inveatitatin5 tho ..tter, atter
which a cheque tor ft}6,116 wes :lont to ~.r fleM1. c/o our addN" on
tbe 23rd no~.ber 1973.

On 10th Jonuuy 19711 )tr Davi. udc furttwr onquiric. tMII Johl'nn·!sburz
orrico M to how an c::aoW'lt ot RJ6.115 WCUI CCll:pos.:d. A achac1ulu datQd
15th JanuaJ'1 19711 .howirt€ th~ cOll!Posltion ot this a-lW\t wu Nc"iv.;~
b1 thd ottic~ and shown to thQ ca.plainent.
Wornrs s:;:" how the Benotit Pund CUi help th.:c, and ita lh1~rellip .l.G
srvwina ropidll. In th.J boc1Ming we would • .;)D)tiIl&S hoW U a&n1
GIl JO pl:loplo joining in ona dQ. But this 1ear we bave otten he,o 60
new a;,llban joining In on", da)'. and as can1 I'J 200 on a Saturday.
More ..dlers _ans lION work tor the. organiso" to do and reCOlntl1 111'0;1 had
to 1I~101 two n.:lw statt ..Jlbc" in the .BanafH Pund. 1'bI)!"O 18 a brtu'lch
ot the B.P. in Piatll~rit'lburgS8 well .. the .un branch in Durb,..n.
and w. now represent workors in .arc than JO indu.trl~s.

'1'ho BoMtit Fund 18 crowin~. and it alao halps tho tradl! union IiIOvc-.nt
to EJ'OW. It 18 aa *Il11bers of tbc 8er.~tit Pund that workars at first
unite topther. Arter thb unions r.ro to~,,": each union anit~s ell
the workers In a cctrtain indl1lltl'J'. In this wa:J six dlffoNnt wUQlU hove
be..n .atpUahod dnci: th~ &onotit Pund ....tart"",. 'l'hcre aN unions
tor workers In tbo tollowin~ industriqa: tuxtl1e, .ctal. turniture Mel
ti~r, clothlnr, ftnd allied, tr~.port and chuaical. Meanwhile, vorkors
in other induatr1ua continuo to join thu Bonorit Pund. Soon it will bu
possible to ... teblish union. tor th~so worker. slso.
At prua"nt thu B.P. PI'O'ddcll run",rAl thlrwt1t1l Md aJdical aid. It is
hopod thl!t in the nusr hatur,;o it wlllelao to.! obl..! to providu r.
rotiN..nt bcrwtit. 'ib.: B.I'. is nleo a wo.tchq Which look.., atter th.:
intl:lroat. of in~ivid\k,l .c~ra at th~ir workpl~c... Whon tho B.P.
receives a COBFlaint fro_ ~ .c~r, ~no ot the organisers t.1&phonoa
or writes a lottor to the c~l01cr concerned. gol ot ca.plnints
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rcc~i~d ~rc aucc~ssru11y d~~1t with llk~ this. But wh~t hnpp~ns ~~n

cmp101~rs ~ruac t6 co enythinr abcut aomp1~int3? In e~s~s 1ik~ t~is

the 8.P. ean (.Iv;,) 10;';03.1 :l.dvie... to th~ rL.!obcr eoncern,),]. 1'his is dr:n~

on S~tur~ aorni~s. The B.P. ~lso vrlt~s l~tt~rs to ~~loy~rs to
t~ll the:. that letal aetion will ~ tako)n it thel t~u no notie~ ot n
just eOll:Plclnt. Th~ Dhck Sash r'_dvicoJ ottic~' nt Bolton }bU has buoir:
.:.t!l.blish~d to hQlp wl:rki.lr:J vh;) have b...en wr-;nLlully ~n1.ors~out ct
Durben.

At tho end ot January 1914 tJlr David O:\Vis, a B.F. olticial, tiM bnnn~tl

and plnco1 under hous,;: ~rrust. IIi: was on" ot tho 'Belto H.'\l1 Four'
who wore all bannc~ at this tl~. w~ in the B.P. h~vo) not b~~n

intimidat~d or discoura~Qd by this s~tbnck. Inde~d. w~ now h3va mo~

volunte~rs to h..:"lp with tnu Gr'1c: then we had beloN.

To Join the B.P. 1\ worker po."s 50 eonts, and than 10 cents n WO<JIc:.
Workers IDa,y beeolDO lHlIb'<!rs by ctilinc: at Colton H~ll ~ we",lc:da7 or
Snt~.

~-----------~--



PUNERAL CLAIMS ~3 AT SEPTEi4BER 1972

49 - lOO's : R4 900,00

70 - 20 ' a : 1 400,00

5 - 110'. : 200;>00

2 • }O'. : 120,00

126 clailllo z R6 620.00

FUNERAL CLAIMS AS AT THE lot JAIlUARY' 1974 ,. Jl.t MARCil

18 - lOa'. : Rl 800,00

15 - 20's : }OO,OO
2 - 110 1 8 : 80.00

~1 - 60'8 :: 60,00

J6 claim. : R2 240,00

l'UHERAL CLAUlS PE.'lDING

9 - l00's : R9:" 1,00,
1 - 60'. : 60,00
2 - "a'. : 80.00
2 - }O'. : 60,00

25- 20'S - 500.00-.. '

J9 clai... ~ Rl 600.00

(SOME DOCUl,lENTS OUTSTANDING)


