FRAMZ FIRZS 500_

On the 9th Lugust nore than 50( Textile Workers frot Wentex Mills

in Jacobs Dbn. were fried for striking for higher wnfas.

The szloary of the averapge workers ot Wentex is RI2 to RI5. The

Frame Manogecent said in the 7 pert on the 9th Lugust that the workers
were getting R9C to RI20 pur month. Thie ie n lie. The workers
denended a R5 to R7 incrense they werc given a 49c to 76c increase.

These workers who are still living below the poverty datun line

went on strike for less th-n the woge whick the cencgenent told the
newspapers t'cy clready hacdll

reporter fron Isisebenzi went to the VWentex Fretory spoke to
the workers there. Many workers were despondants at t-e lack of
solidarity which led to the faoilure of the strike. It wns felt that
haé all the workcrs rerncind united in the demonds, they would howe
pucheded in the struggle.

The Isiscbenzi reporter asked a Trade Unionist present at the

factory tc comment on the strike:

It is very difficult for people who live on starvation wages to
strike for more thon one or two days. There is no money conming in and
the money scvedl is soon spent. In England part of the de Union
nerbership fees go towards a strike fund. Trade Unions are the able
to support their nmermbers financially while they ore not working.

In Durban a Textile workemd relief Fund wns established
R5,000 has been collected.

Igisebenzi has noticed that workers may not speal out in mony
foctories because they fear dismissal.In Wentex there are now only three
out of twelve nerbers of the i/orks Con. left. Nine of the Works Con.
were refuse? bad into the factory on Mond~y al with 50 Other workers.
The rest of the 500 workers fire! on F#idoy who feapplied for their jobs oa

lMonday, w:ere accepte” bad into thc factory.

Tsisebunzi joins ilrs Bolton in wonderins mm2 what strensth and value the
works Connittecs hove.. lire Bolton scié yesterdzoy:''If the enployers
¢enonstrate this totzl lack of respuct for their .ork:s Cormittces,
the what respe t cro vorrere cxpecte” to hold?'!

Forkers will rerenber the 1l~w protecting “‘orls Corm. nerbers, cnf
Mrs Bolton s~y that bher Union-the Textilc orkers Union will investigote
any poseibilitv of E#tINN ~ction r¢ nriinc these n~~bers.

The 50 sacke? workers vill 2ll r:ccive suprort from te¢ R5000
alr :afy colloéied.

"If the enplorers dezon-tr~te this total lack of respect for their
lorks Co.:mittes, thé what resmect mre “orkers expected to hold?"
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Rceoontly & vory succesful fiest ILﬂtd was hcld of tho Mctal and Allicd workors
Union for the Sarmcol Horkers. Thq oxooutive of tho Unjon was surpriscd at the largo
turn out eede+ considcering the focet that the managomeny had honded out noticos to tho
workers which trydéd té discourcge thom from attonding thc mcoting.

At the meoting workers discusscd tho comstituticn of thce Union at grecat longth acs
¥cll as tho compositicn of thc Union. ¥ith a unanimous docision: they doccided that

o union was what thcoy ncoded in ordar to scourc & groater sharc ih tho richos ofthis
country. Sixty now mombcrs wror signod up aftcr th: mocting end anothor sixty two
have eince join d ,bringing thc total number of members up to 197 which is most
cncouraging.

Mr MNoecs Nbanjva, orgaonising sccrotary of the Union, asks any workcrs who nood
information or hevc probloms to contect him cither at tclephone numbor 24596 or to
mcct him outsidc thc gatos at Sarmcol.



