BONTEHEUWEL organisations affi-
liated tot he UDF have reacted strong-
lv to Adriaan Vliok and Peter McKen-
zie's statement in parliament that “ra
dicals in the area have made it “un--
manageable™.

Peter McKenzie, MP for Bonteheu-
wel, said it was a known fact that the
ANC was trying to make Bonteheuwel
highly politicized.

“It is the conditions in Bonteheuwel
that make people radical. The high
unemployment, the housing cnsis -

these things make people aware, not
us”, said a spokesman for the UDF

area commitiee.

“During the past two-and-a-half
years our community has been haras-
sed constantly by the pobce.

“Young people have been persecut-
ed. Some have not slept
at home for more than two years.

NON - PROFIT COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

He said that the harassment had an
effect on the entire commumity.

He slammed Peter McKenze for
speaking on behalfl of the Bonteheuwel
community.

Nine percent of the registered voters
voled for him in the 1984 electons.
" “If Peter McKenzic is such a great
leader why is he too scared 10 walk
from one comer to another in Bonte-
heawel™, the spokesman said.

“We never see him the township. He
has no rght to speak about anything
happening in Bonteheuwel.

He said after the death of Ashiey
Kriel, McKenzic sent a letter of condo-
lence o Ashley's mother in which he
called him a “hero™ and a “martyr”.

“And vet it is a known fact that
Ashley was a member of the ANC™.
Another Bonteheuwel activist who
helped organise the Ashley Knel fune-

rassroo
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STATEMENTS IN PARLIAMENT :
ORGANISATIONS RESPOND

ral slammed Adnaan Viok's allegation
that the fumeral was taken over by

“Kerels”

“It is all lies. At the first service at
the New Apostohc Church someone
overheard certain persons saving that
they were going to steal the collin and
take it straight to the cemetry™.

“We had to virtually take the coffin
and run down the road with it™, the

activist said.

. He said police fired teargas at the
mourners and this was the only reason
why Mrs Knel did not attend the

second service.

“Mrs Knel has a heart condition
and she was afraid that the police
would fire teargas again - which they

did.”

*They (the police) were the only
reason why she did not attend the

1second service, not us.
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These residents went to the Manenberg rent office on September 1 to object about the latest rent

AS
to high rents spreads
through townships in the
Western Cape, many
people have vowed not 1o
pav the recent increases
Residents ol
berg, Hadeveld, Hanover
Park and Bonicheuwel
have held regular meet-
ings 10 discuss what they
must do about the erippl-

dMIEET & nd resistance

Manen-

INg INCTCEIsES

Meanwhile 1in the New
Crossroads ared, the rent

boycott has now entered

increases.

RENTS
SHAME

its third vear, having star- w140 of people did not  Applegreen, said: “1 did
ted in the hirst half ol pav their rent increases nol pay rent vet this
1985, today. People are angry  month, 1 am unemployed

On Tuesday | Seplem-
ber, 50 tenanis tumed up
together
berg rent office and pad
the old rent, They had
decided al a mass meching
about wo weeks belore
that they would not pay
the increased rents.

at the Manen-

people.™

ton calling

A spokesperson for the
Manenberg Action
milee

Come-

fold Grrassroois;

because rent has gone up
for the second tme in one
year, Putting up the rent
i @ dhireet attack on the
iving  standards ol

b 000 ressdents of Man-
enbere have signed a pe-
for the incred-
et 10 e ‘\.I.'I..l]'l]'k.'ﬁl 1N
unemploved man,

identified himsell as

and have 1o collect card-
board and plastie so tha
| can pay my rent. How
can I sull afford o pay
the increase.”

Al the rent office

LT

smid: “Today | am jusi
alford more”
Marne le

Fleur told Grassroots: |

whio her housewile

Mt

housewile Mrs Do Preer

paving R2 because | can-
& -

have Iived im my house
for six wears. [ B ven
wet, | hoave complaned
many tmes but they do
mothing  about . They
don’t meunizim the houses
v they expect us o pay

the moreases, | am ol
paving the increases, 1 am
VETY SCHTY b
The residents are deter-
mined [0 Oppuaose the ife-
creases and continue the
struggle [or “rents we can

allord™

been

FREE

This newspaper has

of the emergency
regulations

censored in terms

Thousands of Bonteheuwel residents -ttiﬁded the I'I.II'IEI'II ol

ANC member Ashley Kriel who was shot by police in Athlone
on July 9.

THOUSANDS of people from the Soui-
hern Cape streamed in to George carlier
this month to attend a praver service
conducted by the Archbishop of Cape
Town, the Reverend Desmond Tuitw,

About 3000 people from areas like so
Oudishoorn, Mossel Bav, Knvsna, Plei-
tenberg Bay and George packed the 5i
Paul's Anglican Chorch in Conville 1o
listen 1o the Archbishop as well as
speakers from UDF aMliliated organisa-
Tions,

e raimy weather did not keep people
away [rom the first gathering since the
declaration of the state of emergency in
June last vear.

The service was an indication that the
spirit of resistance o the evil system of
apartheid was very muoch  alive
Southern Cape.

The service was organised by the South
Cape Council of Churches Tor the com-
munity of Lawaaikamp which has been

m i

threatened by removal for more than two
VCArs T,

Archhishop Tulu sharply criticised the
Government for moving people  around
“like sacks of potatoes”.

Pravers were also offered Tor Tour
voung men form Bhongoleibu in Oudis-
hoorn who are currently on death row,

They are Dickson Madikane, Pairick
Magida, Desmond Majola and Michael
Luscias.

Police kept a close watch on the service

and policemen lollowed Archhishop Tutu

Archbishop Desmond Tutu

when he travelled from George to Oudts-
hoorn.

The residents of Lawaaitkamp have
bravely resisted attempts by the Govern
ment o move them to the nearby
rownship of Sandkraal.

They received strong support
from organisations in rural towns as well
as in the cities. The residents have
consistently stated that they cannol
agree 1o move from one slum to another.

have
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Workers tell their story

FOR MORE THAN A MONTH
NOW, 600 WORKERS FROM THE
SPEKENAM FACTORY IN STIK-
LAND HAVE BEEN ON STRIKE
FOR HIGHER WAGES. THEY
HAVE BEEN MEETING AT THE
NG SENDINGKERK HALL IN
BELLVILLE DAILY BETWEEN 8.30

am and 5.00 pm.

GRASSROOTS VISITED THE
WORKERS AT THE CHURCH
AND ASKED THEM TO TELL

THEIR STORY.

THE WORKERS GOT TOGETHER
IN GROUPS AND WROTE DOWN
THEIR FEELING ON PAPER.

ON THIS PAGE THEY WRITE OF
THEIR HARDSHIP AND SUFFER-
ING. THEY -TELL THEIR OWN
STORY - IN THEIR OWN WORDS.

‘AL DIE JARE

SE GESUKKEL
EN GESWOE

‘N GROEP werkers ver-
dusdelik hier hoe die stak-
ing begin het:

“Deur al die jare se
gesukkel en geswoeg mel
lae lone by Spekenam het
ons later besluit om die
unie in te roep. Dit het
moeilik gegaan maar ons
werkers het saam gestaan.

Die base was hard en het
hard geprobeer om terug
te baklei. Op Woensdag 5
Augustus het ons net

mooi genocg gehad en
besluit om tot aksie oor te

gaan.

Donderdag 6 Augustus
het die base besluit hulle
15 ook moeg vir ons want
dit was al ons sewende
staking en ons almal afge-

dank. Ons het ons egier
nic gesteur aan die af-
dankery nie en beshut om
op die perseel te slaap.

Die base het toe ons
planne gesien en besluit
om die polisie in te roep.

Hulle het ons met traan-
gas bestook en mel sjam-
bokke uitcengejaag. Vry-
dag 7 Augustus het ons in
Bellville-Suid NG Send-
ingkerk Saal byeengekom
waar ons vandag nog is.
Ons staan nog steeds
saam en Cosatu veg vir
ons™.

'n Ander groep verdui-
deik dat die werkers
vroer hierdie jaar "n klein
verhoging gekry het. Hul-
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Some of the 600 workers who have been on strike for more than a month stand outside the church hall in Bellville.

le s& dat die base onder-
neem het om in Julie oor
'n verdere verhoging met
Fawu te onderhandel.

Hulle s¢ dat die base
toe besluit het om nie met
die unie te onderhandel
nic en toe het hulle ge-
staak. Die groep skn:

“Daar 15 baic mense wie
vir die firma langer as 20
jaar werk. [he base wys
geen respek wir hardwerk-
ende mense nie . . . Die
fabriek staan oor dic 30
jaar en hulle 5 ryk. Hulle
kan ons 'n leefbare salans

HISTORY

THE strike at Spekenam is very similar
to a strike at exactly the same factory 30
years ago. In October 1957, a four-week
strike began at Spekenam in Stikland,
200 workers demanded higher wages
and improved living conditions.

Management fired the workers. After
four wecks, they could not recruit
enough scabs, and the workers were
reinstated. Although they did not win
their demands immediately, their wages
increased soon after,

The strike was organised by the Food
and Canning Workers Union, the parent
of FAWL, The strike formed part of the
great “Pound a Dav™ campaign launch-
ed by SACTU, in which workers
around the country took up the struggle
for a living wage. Today's strike is
being fought in the midst of COSATU's
Living Wage Campaign.

The 1957 strike was a milestone for
the non-racial struggle of the workers in

The painting of banners was one of the activities
of the Spekenam workers at the N G Sendingkerk

Haill.

mens met
R70 uitkom?

"N GROEP van wi Spekenam werkers het gesamentlik
die volgende geskryf.

“Ons salaris was R46 voordat ons in die unie gekom

het. Nou is ons salans R70. Ons moet ten minste R 150
'n week verdien om van te lewe. Hoe is dit moontlik om
met R70 'n week uit te kom. Hulle trek polis, busfare,
tax, UTF af. Hulle wil boonop he dat ons medies en
pensioen moet join. As hulle alles moet aftrek, wat bly
dan oor? Die rent moet betaal word plus lektnek,

REPEATS ITSELF

Cape Town - Coloured and African
workers stood together in an unbreak-
able unity, Today once again, the Spek-
enam workers are demonstraung the
principles of non-racial worker's unity.

Today the UDF has come out in full
support of the Spekenam strikers. In
1937, the Congress Movement sent a
delegation to management to demand
that they meet the workers demands.

The delegation was led by Zollie
Malindi, Secretary of the ANC in Cape
Town - he is being held under the Emer-
gency regulations at Victor Verster pn-
SON.

Today, the trade union movement
and the democratic movement as a
whole 15 far stronger than in 1957, The
workers are confident of victory. And
more imporiant, we can say with confi-
dence that the next generation of Speke-
nam workers will not have to suffer and
sacrifice to earmn a living wage.

meubels, groceries en walter.

My hele lewens loopbaan handel oor 'n bekommer-
nis oor geld. Die kinders wil klere he, naweek geld en
skoolgeld.” Een van die werkers van die groep skryf:
“Ek is 'n border, Kom van die country. Ek moet vir my
ouers geld stuur, Ek moet R30 'n week bord betaal en
ek moet geld vir myself het. Ek kan dit nie afford me™.

The bosses
don't like
the union’

ONE group of workers
wrote about their low wag-
es and the importance of
joining a union.

This is what they put
down in writing:

“Nve joined the union be-
cause the bosses paid little
money. We were paid only
R47 per week before we
joined the Food and Allied
Workers Union (FAWLU),
Tell us what vou can do
with R47 per week? We
must pay rents, buy food
and clothes and also have
families to support. The
bosses do not like the union
because they do not want

io pay people. They treat
pecple like slaves. After we

joined the union our wages
went up to BTD per week.
The bosses sav the union is
an enemy to them. They
want to fill their pockets.
They do not care about the
workers.

They dont care even il
vou drink water and eat
nothing as long as you
come bt work.

The only people they
care for are the white
workers. The only people
responsible for violence in
this country is Mr Botha
and his colleagues in their
Parliament.

e

Support the Spekenam workers: Come to the Gumba organised by the UDF, Cape Town Region.
Woodstock Town Hall. Friday 18 September, 8 till late . . . Admission R3 Live bands.
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DETAINEES
‘DISAPPEAR’

“THE worst thing about
Section 29 s you don't
know where your people
are. They just disappear
after they are detained™,
said the mother of David
Fortuin, detained on Au-
pust 23,

David, 22, of Elies Ri-
ver, is an apprentice engin-
eer on an Irvin and John-
son ship.

He was detained al sea
as the ship was leaving
Table Bay harbour.

“We didn’t even know
undil hours Later that he
was detained,” his mother
said,

"W doin'i kinow where
he is |'||.'I'I'Ij_'. held.™

David™s brother-in-kiw
Wilier Rhoode was also
detained two weeks carlier,

“Walter's  two-vear-old
o Charles keeps asking
us where his daddy 57,

s2id My Foriuin.

*It is very unlair on the
child o have his [ather
taken away like that™,

“We are just wailing
patiently to see what hap-
pens”, said Mrs Dora
Scott whose son Leon has
been in detention for two
maonths.

Leon, 28, of Bomcheu-
wel, is a teacher al Lolus
River Senior Secondars
School.

“There is no informa-
lion on Scction 29 de-
fginees”, said M Scoll.
“We don't know where
they are held, if they are
comforiable or if they are
heing treated well”.

“All we can do is wait™.

Mrs Scotl said her fami-
Iv has heen strengthened
by the support of the com-
iy,

“People are coming in
and out of our howse all the

There are 21 Section 19

detainees in Cape Town at

present.

They are: Ashraafl Kar-
riem, Colin Petersen, Da-
vid Fortwin, Patricia Smit,
Miklp Pedro, Yuasmina
Pandy, Zurava Abbas,
Colleen Lombaard, Wal-

We want

ter Rhoode, Anwar Dra-
mat, Jeremy Veaney, Cle-
ment Baatjies, Nazeem
Lowe, Karima Semaar,
Donovan Jurgens, Leon
Scott, Peter Jacobs, Vusu-
i Mduwi, Mike Morton,
Farida Khan and Ashley
Forbes,

—
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There is a campaign to save the lives of those on death row. Here members of the National Union of
Mineworkers, Sayco and the NECC address a press conference in Johannesburg.

houses, not|Hangings continue
despite appeals

tents

ON the 25th of August
Kl¢
meeting 1o discuss  the
SADEF tems  that
crected in the open space
near the squatter camp.

The people were very
angry as no one knew
who erected the SADF
tents and why. Afler a
long discussion the resi-
decided  that the
women should march to
the Rent Office in Gugu-
letu 1o in=guire about the
tents and demand houses.

reswberts  called o

WEre

dents

T'he following day the
women marched (o the
rent office and demanded
houwses and the removal
of the SADF tents. When
they met with the Board
olficials  they were
that there & about R3.5m
wailing for upgrading
KTC and building houses

told

When they asked the
board officials abowt the
SADF ients they were
eld that the board re-
quested the 1ents from the
sADF because the peop-
le’s houses were flooded

with water from the rams,
The women's reply to

this was that proper hou-
built. The
Board agreed 1o remove
the tents. The following
dav all the
removed.

Since 1983 the people
of KTC have stood toget-
her i thewr struggle 1o get
houses, Men, women and
children decided to squatt
in an open space and
demanded houses,

In one united voice
they stood by those who
were supposed 1o be there
“ilegally”, Thev were de-
taned amd charges for
fathng o produce their
passes and some for squa-
tting illegally,

After a long bitter stru-
gele they won when they
were given sites [0 erect
their own shacks., They
were promised that after

S5 must  be

lemls  wWens

three vears houses would
be buwlt for them.

Scorcs  of
people moved in to fill the
remaiming  space dunng
1985 and 1986, LUp 1w
May 1986 there were
about 20,000 families oc-
cupving KTC when many
schacks were burnt by the
“witdoeke™,

homeless

DESPITE appeals from
organisations nside and
outside South Africa two
yvoung men were hanged
in Pretona last week for
politically inspired offen-
et

Hours later two more
were sentenced o death
for killing a policeman in
Attndgesille

There are now 32 men
and one women on death
row, awalling execution,

Iheresa Ramashamola,
31, of Kagiso, was sen-
tenced o death after she
was [ound gmity of the
murder of a community
councillor in Sharpeville
in 1984,

ahe will be the fhirst
women o hang for a
political cnme in South
Alnica.

Robert MacBnde, con-
victed for his role in the
Magoos Bar blast in Dur-
ban 1s the first coloured 1o
be sentenced 1o death for
lErronsm.

Dunng his trial he was
described “solcher
fighting for his people.

Ihe South Afrncan

ds d

UDF, Cosatu, the NECC
the Release Mandela
Campaign and vanous
other organisations have
joined forces to form the
*“Save the 33 campaings™.
The campaign will be
conducted worldwide in
an cffort to save their

[1wiess,

Last month 3 600 peo-
ple signed a petition in
Norway calling for amne-
sty for the Sharpville six.

European governmenis
have sent messages to Pik

Botha appealing 1o the
government nol Lo CAITY
out the death sentences.

The save the 33 cam-
paign is calling on the
government 1o recognise
the Geneva Convention
which clasaifies members
of liberation movements

as prisoners of war.

In terms of the conven-
tion prisoners of war can-
not be executed.

Federation launched

THE Federation

continue with

1960's.

The national relaunch of Fedsaw
will happen in the near future with
the Western Cape launch following
the launching of the Federation of
Transvaal Women (Fedtraw) in De-

cember 1885,

At the launch conference, Rape
Crisis, The United Women's Cong-
ress (UWCO)., Women's movement
for Peace, the West Coast Women's
Congress and the South Cape Wo-
mens Congress affiliated to Fedsaw.

Mama Zihlangu, a Fedsaw mem-

of South
Women was relaunched in the West-
arn Cape on August 27.

The organisation was first launch-
ed on April 4 1954, but could not
its work after the
crackdown on organisations in tha

African

ber since 1954, was elected presi-
dent of the Western Cape Fedsaw.

“Womens organisations provide

by society

training ground for activists,” said,
Mama Zihlangu.

“Men's values have been shaped
And because of their

socialisation women do not have lots

of skills”,

Fedsaw intends embarking on a
“Defend our Children” campaign
and will link up with Cayco, the
MECC and the UDF in the Save the
33 campaign.

MNozizwe Mdilala of the Natal Orga-
nisation of Women, Ivy Geina of the
Port Elizabeth Womens Organisa-
tion, Sister Barnard Ncube of Fed-

traw and MNoma India Mfekto of
UWCO are all being held under the

time", she said.

Youth Congress, the

emergency regulations.

Build organisation

THE building and strengthening
of massed based organisations
is one of the important tasks
facing the United Democratic
Front.

This was the message from
the executive of the UDF in the
Western Cape to the organisa-
tions thousands of followers,
activists and affiliate organisa-
tions

A spokesperson for the exe-
cutive said in an interview that
the immediate tasks facing the
UDF currently “are summed up
in the watchword Defend, Con-
golidate, Advance™.

“Ultimately this means organi-
gation and more organisation.
We are concentrating on build-
ing strong organisation at
Grassroots level which operate
democratically on the basis of
accountibility to membership.

“We have also adopted the

Freedom Charter which raises
the struggle of the UDF to a new
level. S50, hand in hand with
organisation goes politicisation

The UDF is consciously en-
couraging affiliates to streng-
then decision-making processes
The front does not dictate to its
affiliates. It is the other way
around.”

The executive said that while
we try to strengthen democracy
in our organisation we should
also build democracy in the
struggle generally.

“All organisations in the de-
mocratic movement have the
right to compete for the suppon
of the people. It is the mass
struggles of our time which will
determine which organisation or
organisations represent the
people.

We respect the right of other

organisations to exist, to oper-
ate in the communities, to hold
meetings without interference.
We demand for them the same
right as we demand for our-
selves.” Asked what the UDF
executive’s assesmen! was on
the massive turnout of support-
ers at the four year birthday
rally, the executive membaer said
“We are not getting starry-eyed
about it. We were however plaa-
sed al the massive turnoul. This
was despite the fact that many
people had problems with trans-
port

Taking into account the very

repressive conditions in which

we are working and that a major
part of our leadership is in
prison and many activists driven
out of the township, it was a
major achievement. It indicates
massive support for tha front”

UDF ‘executive

\ <

b
- il

Even the stage was crowded at the UDF birthday rally. Seated are some of
the speakers who addressed the rally. They are: (left to right) UDF Western
Cape vice-president Mr Joseph Marks who chaired the meeting, Moulana
Faried Esack of the Call of Islam, a SWAPO speaker and Jay Naldoo, Cosatu
secrelary.
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Thousands of construction workers have united under the

=,

banner of CAWL.

%
Lt

Building workers unite

THE Construction and

Allied Workers Union,
Western Cape region was

launched on the Mkth of

August in the Bonteheu-
wel Civic Centre. 168 de-
legates from 26 construc-
unon firms were present.

There were delegates
from Basil Starke, Mur-
ray and Roberts, Pretonia
Portland Cement, Dura
Construction, lan Stewart
and many more.

Some of the workers
were members of South
African Allied Workers
Union (SAAWL) and
Transport and General
Workers Umion. The
formation of Cawu is in
line wath Cosatu's policy
of one Industryv, One
Union.

Cawu was formed in
February this year.

It was the day the con-
struction workers have
been waiting for as shown
by the spint which pre-
vailed. Cawu has more
than §000 paid up mem-
bers and is an affiliate of

Cosatu.

Cawu aims at taking
the workers strugele for-
ward by taking part with
other organisations in the
living wage campaign.
Cawu believes in worker
control. It will work

shoulder 1o shoulder with
other organisations in the
strugele for a change in
this country. Cawu does
not believe that the strug-
gle must take place on the
factory floor only

The workers called on

other workers 1o pomn

Cawu under the banner
of Cosatu, They adopted
the slogan *OME IN-
DUSTRY ONE LINIOMN
OME COLUIMTREY ONE
FEDERATION™,

YOUTH KILLED
BY KITSKOP

THE FOLLOWING REPORT WAS SENT TO
GRASSROOTS BY A RESIDENT OF GRAAF-
REINETT, OUTLINING THE ACTIONS OF
KITSKRONSTABELS IN THE AREA.

“OM Saturday,” Lindiwe
Mangcungsu, 21, and a
friend walked two the
friend's house when some
children in the street star-
ted screaming: “Hier kom
dic choclas™ kitskonsta-
bels.

And “Laat
hulle loop, ek het mks
mel hulle te doen me.

When one of the con-
stables Pieter Manzone
heard her, he asked her
what she had smd.

She told him what the
children said and what
she had rephed.

He then asked her who

she sand:

Ga3slp

gave her the nght to
speak to him like that.
she asked him what
law gives him the nght to
speak to her that way.
He said he was going to
shoot her. She said that if
she had done anything
wrong, then he must
shoot. He then shot her."”
This 15 just one of the
ncidents which enraged
the people of Graaf-Rei-
net. For this 15 the minth

person o0 be shot in

HILITE is 5 disirioting depst for ol Feciones. Wy
S B chelning hould, el Parsfors have Feelets
For mibe 0 Typew ol rerchitakis

Graal in the last two
months,
The first five were

wounded before one
youth was killed. Before
Lindiwe was shol, a
vouth was killed and a-
nother wounded.

The kiskonstabels are
nothing but a terronst
force i Graal=-Remnett’s
black township, Through
these forces, the Governs-
ment 15 creating violence
in our townships.

HEALTH DAY FOR
PARKWOOD AGED

65 PENSIONERS came
to health day organised by
the Parkwood Adhoc com-
mittee.

The Health day took
place at the MN.G. sending
church and was filled with
excitemeni and entertain-
micnl. But amid the festive
feeling the Adhoc commil-
tee and wvolunteers from
Health Care Trust looked
seriously al the needs and
problems of the aged.

“Owr grandfathers and
erandmothers have be-
vome Torpotien people of
our sociely. They experie-
g The samic problems thin
we da™, an Ad Voo com-
mittee member said,
“Thiy most wilk long dis-
fances  Tor  litile 1!L'lhif|Hl
maones  that thes Find im-
paissibile To survise .

Fhe programme swis or-
bosk ol the
proflems that aflecis the
lives of the aged. The day
included evercises, discus-
sioms on health, and Fom
carc. The pensioners were
viery plised and asked For

another activity to be or-

wanrsed 1o

panised,

The Ad Hoc committes
also decided 10 open an

Two Parkwood pensioners are assisted by a
community workers at the Health Day organised
by the Parkwood Ad-hoc Commitiee last month.
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hdviee OfMice 1o awisi
people of Parkwood with

their problems.

KENSINGTON ADVICE OFFICE OPENS

UNEMPLOYMENT,
evictions of famihes, cop-
ing with higher purchase -
these are only a few of the
many problems which
our people face in the
townships everyday.

In some communities,
people have come togel-
her to work out ways in
which they can fight a-

_pgainst these problems.

In Kensington and
Factreton a group of
people came together ear-

lier this vear and decided
1o open an advice office
through which people in
the commumty could as-
sist each other,

The Kensington and
Facireton Adwvice Office
was launched in February
this year and s run by
volunteers from the com-
mumnity.

The office 1s open two
nights a week - on Tues-
days and Wednesdavs be-
OUn a

tweenn O and T.M)

Tuesday eveming people
can get adwice at the NG
sendingkerk on the cor-
ner of Lugmag and Fac-
treton Avenue, and on
the second eveming at the
AME Church.

The advice office deals
with problems like higher
purchase, non-support
and maintenance, evics
nons, wills and testa-
ments, unemployment
and legal assistance,

NEWMAN STATES HIS CASE

Dear Cirassrools

I read the July editton of Grassroots and for the first
time | was disappointed in the way you have wrnitten an
article. 1 am referring to the anticle on page 2, headed
“One vear's jail for ANC slogans™. The artcle 1s on me.

I am mainly concerned about the last paragraph of
the article which 1 would hke to clanfy

NHOLESALE WAREROU
FRIDAY & SATURDAY SALE

VIEWING THURS., FRI. 8 am - 6.30 pm
SATURDAY 8 am to 1.00 pm

BRAND NEW LOUNGE SUITES
THREE PIECE 2 ONLY HTS,OQ

FLOOR RUGS
10 ONLY s ® e

SHOWER CURTAINS
1 PER CUSTOMER

BATH TOWELS
10 ONLY

1 per customer 50(:

Remember: We are nat 2 factary shop bit

wa il s aliste Al F i@ fail

You say that in response 1o a question whether |
support the ANC | claimed that [ support any orgam-
sation that s fighting apartheid.

| wouldn't deny that | said so but it was not in the
context that you are puiting it.

It would be crazy to say that you are supporting two
organisations with completely different ideologies and
plans in a post-apartheid system.

And 1 think that is is very unfair of you 1o make the
people think that [ will support an orgamsation like
Inkatha because they are also “fighting” against apart-
hepd,

| thought that the reporters from Grassroots, which
15 @ progressive community newspaper, would know
how to interprel ceriain statements made by different
people and not put things out of context.

| therefore state that | am fully committed to the
national democratic struggle towards a non-racial,
democratic society where all South Afncan can live in
peace, prospenty and harmony.

I would appreciate it if you would publish this letter
in your next issue to clanfy uncertainties o my
community. VIVA UDF
Yours in the struggle
Peter Mewman

B0OC

4 SEND ALL LETTERS
TO: grassroots, P.0O.

Box 1161, Cape Town

| feel pain in my

Diear Grrassrootls

After reading
paper [ feel pain in my
heart. Sir, the struggle 15
i my heart, as a result
last year in September, |
was detained for three
months and released on
bail of R300. So the case
is still on.

On the Z7th of next
month it will be my third
appearance at Cape
Town regional court.

S0 my problem 5 |
wanl some more know-
ledge about politcs. You
can either give me some
lectures or tell mei where
to go or who to consult

about this matter.
| like your paper be-

Lty

heart

cause it tells met exactly
what happens in our
country. Everytime | see
the casspirs and the
SADF in our townships |
feel like fighting but my
biggest problem s that a
stone will never help me.
The other thing is that |
want to further my stud-
ies but my problem is that
I lost mv JC certificate. |
tried to apply for a dupli-
cate in Pretona but all in
vain. Is there any advice
about this matter, If nec-
essary | can come perso-
nally to vour offices.
Samuel Mbuyiselo Yans
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Ben’s new | grass

record
will be
hard to
break

THE new world record for the 100 metres of 983
seconds, set by Canadian Ben Johnson earlier this month,
is likely to stand for many years 1o come.

Johnson himself has jokingly suggested that the record
will not be broken for the mext fifty years.

Johnson, born in Jamaica 25 years ago, left his
opponents, including American speed merchant Carl
Lewis, standing as he bolted from his starting blocks like
lightning.

He crossed the finishing line 9,83 seconds later, well
ahead of Lewis, Raymond Stewart and Linford Christie.

Observers have suggested that with time Johnson could
even take more time off the record. Arguing that he could
nﬂllmwehmﬂﬂn.hynyﬂmmm
still clip another one hundredth of a second off his new
time.

Linford Christie, the Briton who like Johnson was also
born in Jamaica, said that Johnson's effort would push
other runners to new heights. He said: “When Ben got to
five metres, there was nobody else there. He made five
world class sprinters look ordinary and he has revolution-
ised the 100m metres. | think we will all go quicker now,™

Jonson, who tums 26 in December was borm in
Falmouth, Jamaica, and has five brothers and sisters.
Until the race that earned him the title of the worlds
fastest man, Johnson had to play second fiddle to the
formerly undisputed world 100 metres champion, Carl
Lewis of the United States of America.

Alter the race, Lewis was so astounded that he thought
Johnson must have false-started. He however later
recognised Johnson as the fastest man in the world. He
described Johnsons start as “unbelievable™.

The 12 day World Championship in Rome where
Johnson set up the new record produced athletics of a
very high standard.

The track events especially, attracted a lot of interest,
with countries like East Germany, the United States, the
Soviel Union and many African countries putting up good
performances.
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SPORTS DAY A HUGE SUCCESS

A non-racial sports festi-
val orgamsed by the Wes-
tern Province Council of
Sport (WEPCOS) was
held at the Guguletu Sta-
dium on September 6.

28 different sport codes
participated in the festi-
val, according to the
chairperson of WEPCOS,
Mr Donald Jethro.

He said that hundreds
of sports enthusiasts tur-
ned up at the stadium for
the day’s activities which
was rounded off with a
big party.

They were treated to a
day of exciing sport
which started off with a
marathon. Throughout
the day there were soccer
and netball matches. A
martial ars display was
also put on.

Many school teams,
operating under the ban-
ner of WEPCOS, partici-
pated in the festival.

Asked why the festival
was orgamised, Mr Jethro
pointed to the social, eco-
nomic and political neads
of the oppressed people
who have no privileges

smnd as a result have no
sports facilities in their
areas.

“WEPCOS found it
necessary Lo develop inte-
rest in Sport by organising
a festival. WEPCOS also
wants o populanse itself
in all the areas by uniting
sports people under its
banner”, said Mr Jethro.

He described the festi-
val as a huge success in
that it achieved (what it
had set out to do).

“Sports people from
different areas are already
working together by plan-
ning matches together™,

LAVIS DRIVE, BISHOP LAVIS 7490
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SAAYMAN WINS CROSS-COUNTRY
IN EXCELLENT TIME

MARTIN Saayman of Bellvil- for the first 10km. They ran at

le ran a good race to win the a fast pace.

Western Province cross- Gysman came in second

country championship race while Scheepers took third

in an excellent time at Zee- position.

koeviei earlier this month. The junior men's 8km race
Three runners - Saayman, was won by Desmond Pieter-

Joseph Gysman and David sen of Elsies River. Marco s "

Echazp-ar:hattleﬂ itoutearly Diederichs of Boland and Second with Gadija Dawood

in the race, sticking together Laven Johannes of Titans of Lavis third.

Should we name teams after
our leaders? asks reader

came second and third res-
pectively.

Agatha Philander of Tra-
falgar won the womens 4km
race in a time of 16 minutes
and 1 second. Charma Mat-
hee of South Peninsula came

.

Dear Grassroofs

| was happy to read about
the Oscar Mphetha XI
soccer team. Like the
youth of Mandela Foot-
ball Club in Soweto, they
are honouring our leaders
But | think we have to ask
the gquestion: “Should we
name soccer leams after
our leaders?”

1- would say that i
creates a certain problem
- it means that half the
players on the field are
se(ting out 1o beat Oscar
Mphetha, or Nelson
Mandela. If Mama Man-
dela goes to watch Man-
dela FC, it is obvious that
she supports them. This
means that the other team

KABELJOU
RED ROMAN
STOCKFISH + CAPE SALMON

\

STEENBRAS
Prawns & Crayfish

¢ Fresh Rolls and 'H':rlﬂlr-:

of ‘Bread y

feel that the mother of the
nation has taken sides
against them,

1 would suggest that it
is better if we name soccer
tournaments and cups af-
ter our leaders, not teams.
All the football clubs n
Africa (except of course
South Afrnca) play every
year in the African Foot-

ball Federation's Nelson
Mandela Cup. All the
teams strive to be worthy
of this cup - the whole
tournament honours our
leader.

I say let us take our
lead from the rest of
Afnca!

Yours sincerely
Football Crazy Comrade.

JOB VACANCY
EDUCATION RESOURCE AND
INFORMATION CENTRE (ERIC)

We need a person who is able to promote
educational resources and other material
amongst students and youth organisations.
APPLICANTS SHOULD HAVE:

a good understanding of the educational needs
of student and youth organisations.

experience In the planning and running of
education programmes and workshops
® be prepared to work flexible hours and over

weekends

® a drivers licence will be a recommendation.

Super Gadsby s lca Cold Minerals

* Hot Fuu@fcmp- ’ Ilr.;; E;l:..
..?ﬂllnnf
Phone 637-3910

Respond in writing giving full detai!f.l of
experience, stating past and present organisa-
tional involvement, as well as the names and
addresses or contact numbers of two referees
to: The Secretary, ERIC, 88a Station Road,
OBSERVATORY, 7925.

I applications close 15 September 19R7.
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Piintdd By Esquire Press (Pty] Lid. Yanguard Drive, Alhione industria. Artwork supplied by



GRASSROOTS SEPTEMBER 1987

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR SAYCO

YOUTH organisation from vanous
parts of the world have promised
their full support to the struggles of
the South Afncan Youth Congress
(Savco) and the oppressed people
of our country.

This was recently revealed by
Sayco President Peter Mokaba and
general secretary Rapu Molefane,
m an mterview with Grassrools.

Mokaba said that the concept of
imternational solidanty was viewed
seriously by Savco. In a period of
six months since the 700 000-sirong
organisation was launched in Cape
Town, comrades from Savco have
visited couniries like Sweden, Nor-
way, Denmark. Bntain, Botswana.
Zimbabwe and Mozambigue.

“We realise that our struggle is
not an isolated one. We link it up
with the struggling people of Afnca
and rest of the world. It iz clear that
Africa cannot be free until we
achieve our freedom in South Afn-

He continued: “When we go to
the people in neighbounng states,
we do not go there (o ask them for
favours. We regard them as par
and parcel of our struggle.

No legal organisation before Say-
co has taken this step. We have
trust in the people. We have opted
not only for support of Govern-
ments but support of the people in
the neighbounng states. The nature
of the solidanty movements 15 not
something that the South Afncan
Youth want to impose - it 15 some-
thing we can achieve through dis-
cussion and working together.

Sayco executive members who
have travelled abroad include Eph-
ralmim Nkwe and Simon Ntombela
from Southermn Transvaal and Natal
respectively.

The response (o the visits was
“very, very positive”, according to
Rapu Molefane.

“The delegations were well recei-

promised to put everything behind
Sayco. They have also pledged 1o
redouble their efforts to get their
Governments to apply sanctions
and dsinvest from South Afnca.”

Meanwhile in the country, Sayco
has grown rapidly, gaining a possi-
ble 100 000 members since its
launch. At the ume of the launch,
held in Cape Town, Savco had a
membership of 600 000 coming
from 1 200 youth congresses coun-
irvwide.

Rapu Molefane spoke at length
about Sayco's growth. He said:
“Presently most youth in the coun-
try identify with Sayco. We have
had letters from remote parns of the
country from youth groups who
want to affiliate. We have also
received word that comrades have
formed branches of Savco within
pnson. At least ten more youth
congresses have applied for affilia-
tion since Sayeo's launch”. Mokaba

of village-based vouth congresses in
areas like Venda and Kwnadebele.
Savco and the UDF have even won
the lovalty of chiefs and princes in

certain homelands. The mine youth |

have grouped themselves and plan
to form part of Sayco™,

Since the launching a number of
regional structures of Sayco have
been formed. This has happened in
the Orange Free State, Northem
Cape, Southern and Northemn
Transvaal and Eastern Cape. The
Jupe 16 commemorations wene
mainly spearheaded by the youth

congresses, a poster on the freedom

charter has been produced and a
campaign was launched to save the
lives of 33 voung South Afncans
currently on death row in Pretoria.

Savco has developed a strong
working relationship with orgamsa-
tions like the MNational Education

Crnsis Committee, Cosatu and the .‘
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National Students Co-ordinating |Peter Mokaba, Sayco president at the UDF

ca, smd Mokaba.

IHE hirst ever Commu-
rist elected 1o Parhament
in South Africa was killed
in a car crash last month.
He died in exile, at the
age of 76. Sam Khan was
remembered by many
Capetomians as a fearless
fighter for the people’s
righits.

As a young Jewish law
student at UCT in 1930.
Sam Kahn wmed his
back on Zionism and
joined the Communist
Party of South Afnica.
For a number of vears he
worked as a trade union-
isl, and helped build up
the natonal liberation
movement in Cape Town.

In 1938, Sam Kahn was
one of those elected 1o 1ls
Central Committee. He
served along with Moses
Kotane, J.B. Marks, Ray
Alexander, Cissie Gool
and others. He remained
on that body until the
Party was banned in 1950

Sam Kahn was not on-

ly prommnent as an acti-

vist - as a lawyer he defen-
ded actmwistis who were

Mitchells

ved and other youth groups have

Sam Khan
a fighter to
the end

being harassed, and also
pass law and other apart-
heid ‘offenders’.

He plaved a leading
role in the campaigns of
the 1940's, especially the
great Anti-Pass campaign
which ran from 1944 1o
1946, Many an afternoon
found him addressing
crowds in Langa, Kaya-

mandi, Blaauvler, Win-
dermere and other town-
ships.,

Sam Khan was always
active, in great national
campaigns and in small
local struggles. Because
he was so well-known and

Plain

Parents form
crisis committee

MITCHELLS PLAIN parents and families of detai-

nees have come together to form a Cnisis Commutiee (o
assist detainees and families with their problems.
Since the increase in people’s resistance in 1985,
many people from Mitchells Plain have been detained,
some have been charged with Public Violence. Present-
ly, there are 4 section 29 detainees, | emergency
detainee and 7 youth charged with public violence in

Mitchells Plain.

“At first, the parents and families of detainees tned

to do things for themselves,”

a Crnsis Committee

member said. “We didn't know where to go to and
often were not aware of detentions taking place in the
area. But as we went along, we realised that we are all
having the same feclings and difficulties. We now

formed oursleves

into the MITCHELLS PLAIN

CRISIS AND RELIEF COMMITTEE, where we can
work together and achieve much more.”

The aims of the Crisis Committee are:
#® to highlight detentions in the area;

Plamn Crsiz Commmities.

® to give moral support 1o famlies and fnends;

® for better co-ordination with lawyers and doctors;

® {0 raisc money and give financial suppont o families.
If you have anything to offer - time or funds - then

vou can contact Mrs Dostserwyk - 31-6919; Mrs Davids

- 32-3243; Mrs Hofman - 31-2221;

of the Mitchells

adds

popular, Coloured voters
clected him to the Cape
Town City Council as a
Communist Party candi-
date in 1943,

Because Afncans still
had the vote in Cape
Town, the Communist
Party decided to put up
Sam Kahn for Parliament
in 1948, The voters recog-
nised Kahn and his Party
for their work among the
people. They elected Sam
Kahn as the first ever
Commumst Party MP in
South Afnca's history.

LOUDSPEAKER

Sam Kahn became a
loudspeaker for the peop-
le's demands in Parha-
ment. He was the only
MP who called for full
democracy and votes for
all.

The Nationahst gover-
nment feared the challen-
ge of the Communist Par-
ty, which was organising
mass united action for
democratic righis. In 1950
they banned the Party.

Sam Kahn was one of
the orgamisers of the great
stayaway which shook
Cape Town in 1931, 10

“There has been a prolileration

protest against the attacks
on the Coloured vote,
and to demand votes for

all.
SILENCE

The government deci-
des 1o silence Sam Kahn.
Even though he was an
elected MP, they threw
him out of Parliament
because he was a commu-
nist. This did not help: the
Alfrican voters elected a-
nother Communist, Brian
Bunting, to replace Kahn,
He too was thrown out in
1953. The wvoters then
elected vet another Com-
munist, Ray Alexander,
to replace Bunting, bui
the government wouldn®t
let her take her seat. They
soon scrapped the Afrn-
can vole,

In 1954 Sam Kahn was
banned. But he continued
1o work tirelessly in the
struggle in Cape Town,
When the great clamp-
down of 1960 began, Sam
Kahn was one of those
sought by the security
police. He slipped their
net, and left the country
secretly. From 1960 to
1987, he worked in exile
in London.

Commiltee,

birthday rally at UWC last month.

mmuumcmﬁmynmmsutnwmmmmm.
but organisations are determined to carry on with their work.

Organisations back at
work after huge blast

“THOSE responsible for
placing the bomb at com-
munity house have failed in
their attempt to intimidate
the tenants or disrupt the
work of the organisations
housed in the building.™

This was said in a state-
ment issued by the admin-
istration committee of
Community House on the
bombing of the building in
the early hours of Satur-
day moming.

The residents of Sak
River were awoken by a
massive explosion which
caused extensive damage
to sections of the building,
The building had been offi-
cially opened by Dr Allan
Boesak on August 23 less
than a week before the
bomb blasi.

The building houses sev-
eral organisations such as
the United Democratic
Front, the Sowth African
Railway amd Harbour
Workers Union, the
Woodstock Advice Office,
Community Arts Project.

South African Domestic
Workers Union, Western
Province Council of Chur-
ches, Cosatu and Churches
Urban planning Commis-
shod.

The Administrative
Committee said that other
lenants were eager (o
move in.

The statement said:
“Despite extensive dam-
age to sections of the buil-
ding, the immediate re-
sporse of tenants ensured
that the worse of the rub-
ble had been cleared by
midday on Saturday only 8
hours after the blast.

By Monday morning or-
ganisations were able to
resume work as normal
without losing a single day.
This attack has only served
to strengthen the resolve ol
all organisations concern-
ed to continue work from
this centre. We will take
whatever steps are neces-
sary to secure the building
against any further as-
saults and intimidation and
will continue to develop
communtiy house in iis
stated purpose as an assel
and resource to thousands
of people who built the
organisations based here”.
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