NON - PROFIT COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

rassroot

THE PAPER ABOUT YOU

Vol. B No. 8

Families of detainees al a press conference al 5t. Georges Cathedral earlier this month

THE detenuon of ordi-
nary South Afncan oibi-
rens, men and women,
amnd pensioners,
siudents and

has become an

children

workers,
teachers -
everyday occurence mn

Our country

In the last two vears,
more than 50 0 people
have been held Tor vary-
ing periods in apartheids
Prisons.

These detentions have
however, never EONE un-
noticed.

In recent weeks nume-

rous organsEions  have
intensafied the call for the
rebease of all detainees

The UDF, MECC,
Cosatu, UWCO and o1-
her organisations con-
demned the system of de-
lenlion at a recent press
held at 5i
Georges Cathedral in
Cape Town

Al the press conference
UDF spokesperson M
Joseph Marks announced
that vanous organisis
bons would be having
programmes in which the

conference

UNLOCK THE

JAILS OF
APARTHEID

plight of detamees would
be highlighted

These included panel
discussion and detention
programmes, and candle-
light vigils in arcas like
Girassy Park, Michells
Plain Bontcheuwel and
Wynberg.

The UDF saud: “deten-
tion without trial 1= one of
the most brutal forms of
repression  on human
beings. We wview deten-
non as violence commitl-
ed against individuals and
their organisations

October 1987

Mrs P. Jacobs, mother of Section 29 detainee
Peter Jacobs

| cannot explain in words what a terrible
and horritying experience it is.

| dont know what his mental and physical

condition is. Whether he is getting enough

food.

| think of him as a good young man, very
promising, high ideals - what he did, he did

for his fellow man.

“Trojan horse’ victims remembered

An Athlone resident points lo the spol where one
of the young boys was killed two years ago

THOUSANDS ol people
remembered the tragic
shooting of three vouths
who were shot dead in the
"Trogan Horse™ incident
on Ogtober 15 1985
Although two  vears

have passed since ther
deaths, the
their cold-blooded killing
s shill fresh an the minds

memory of

of their families and the
Community

985 was a year when
students, youths and
COMMIMiinatiEs I:Lr-.lk o thie
sirects and were involved
in running battles with
the police and SALF

Athlone
figrce battle ground and
in  onme

became a

week more than

cight people were killed

and hundreds were in
jured

On October 15, an
about 345 pm a SATS

iruck was scenm Cruising

slowly down Thornton
Road. The back of the
truck was emply

About 10 munutes later
the same truck was seen
driving towards Hewan
This
tme there were wooden
crates at the hack of the
truck,

Traiming College

As the truck ncared M
Simons Road, a group ol
Bricks
smashed throwgh ithe

"n.l||'|||'\1 '\[I\.Hh.'l,‘l I

windscreen and the dnver
who was weanng a brown
overcoal, threw his arm
i Iront of his

A bvstander,

ncar Sl

r.l.l,,l.'
who was
Road
when this happened sad
“Suddenly,

SIS

gilchers and
policemen jumped oul ol
the craies will
in iheir hands

shotguns
and began
shooting wildly™,

“Wheh the smoke clea

red, we saw these [wo
bovs lwing i pools of
blood. Cne was ving on
the lawn in front of a
and the other was

Iving lacedown on the

house

pavement™.
They

while

there
the pobce chased
alfer cveryvong who was
standing in the viciniiy™,

More then X0 people
arrested  that
and charged with public

were el

WETE dav

viclence, The charnges
agminst  them were later
withdrawn

However, no-one was
charged with the murdes
Magmoed, 16,
fonathan Claasen, 15 and
Michae! Miranda, 12

Ihe people who shot

ol Shaun

pnd killed them (rom the

back of the Sats truck
WEIME NEVEr |"-r|_||_||_;]11 0]
COMLEIT,

N'.-er L -

-

This newspaper has been

censored in terms of the

emergency regulations.

SECTION 29
IS BARBARIC

MRS ANDRINA Forbes, whose son Ashley has been held
since May under Section 29 of the Internal Security
Act recently addressed a panel discussion on detention.

This is an extract of her speech which expresses the
fears and angpuish of a parent cut ofl Trom her son:

“1 speak on behall of my son and Begum Pandy whose
daughter Yasmina is also being held under Section 29,

“Detention is harmful. Children see police vans, dogs
and guns, Thev see their family and neighbours aken
away handcullfed - never 1o retum.

“The chair at the table ks empty. the jeans are ruldﬂl up
and packed away.

“Parents minds, health and home are disrupted
because one hall of vou s oulside and the other in jail
with the detainee.

“Brothers and sisters cannol concentrate on their work
al school, nor the father al the workbench.

“Section 29 is barbaric. What it does to people inside
and oul is horrlving and ennaiaral,

“Parents minds, health and home
are disrupted becaue one half of
you is outside and the other half
s in jail with the detainee.”

e ===

“The detainee is held in a cell entirely alone with no-
one to speak 1o, from minute to hour, day to day, to
manth i and month out,

“The only people they see are their interrogators, who
resort o every possible means 1o extract information. He
is Torced to speak in a way thal only they are acquainted
with.

“The detaines is held behind closed doors where mo
parent, priest or lawver is allowed acoess. Imagine being
surrounded by family, friends and society all vour life
then suddenly plucked and placed in a square concrete
and iron box of silence and lonliness.

“What of the anguish and the uncertainiy of all
ouiside? Mo one knows where they are, How they are.

“Are they sad? Are they sitting excercising, thinking,
afrakd, having nightmares, poing crazy, tummy ache,
headache? What? What? What?

“Even their parcels of lood, toiletries and clothes are
refused. Before, at least they had this precious link with
their parenis.

“For six weeks now our parcels were reflused. We were
cheeked, humiliated and had the door banged in our faces.
We stood in the rain confused. We stood in the hot sun
and sang the anthem. s

“Evervthing is so quiel. What is happening to the
detainecs, the prisoncrs, flugitives and exiles? Why are
they im captivity, why on the run, why in exile?

“For their belicfs and principles. For justice and
equality. So that every human being can be free before

heaven. Free,”

Mrs A. Forbes (in front) and Mrs B. Pandy, parents
ol Section 29 detainees Ashley Forbes and
Yasmina Pandy
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RURAL
FOCUS

A grassroots special report

THE tiny rural fowns of South Africa are usually

ot 8 road map

Yel, fens of thousands of our people live there
most under the wors! conditions imaginable.

Poverty has become commonplace in these
ftowns., Unemployment, cheap labour, and the
brutal oppression of the rural people is bacaming
worse by the day.

in addition, the Government has attempted to
crush the people’s resistance in the most brutal
and vicious way.

The security forces control people’s lives and
movements. The hated Ki rg conduching a

5. Many residenis

have ben forced o flee from the police and army,
Hundreds of youth have been imprisoned after
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Daing Ccomvicted on charges of arson, public
violence and subversion

A Grassrools team visited some of these areas
We wanfed to hear what the people of Beaufort,
Richmond, Aberdeen, Graal-Reinette and Victoria
West had 1o say. We went to dig oul the truth
about events in places like Oudtshoorn, George,
Ashton and Saldanha.

We discovered that though organisations had
been crippled, the people's will o resist had not
been broken. The youth, especially were in the
forefront of rebuilding organisations. Trade
urnons were expanding into some of these areas.
In the Southern Cape, the churches and the
community had organised a service in George
which 3000 people attended

Cin these 4 pages we report on what we had
discoverad,

Young children sing freedom songs and dance in the streets of the tiny fishing

SOME teachers at the Bhongolethu
Primary School in Oudishoomn fear
that the authorities may act against
them after puplls at the school refus-
ed to sing and dance for the Minister
ol Education and Training, Dr Gerrit
Viljoen.

Dr Viljoen was snubbed by the
determined youngsters at the
schools opening ceremony this year.

One of the teachers involved Mr
Zoalile Jinggl has been asked by the
authorities to give written notice as
to why the students did not partici-
pate In the activities of the day.

Mr Jinggi, who had been given
responsibility for the choir, told
Grassrools: “| called the cholr and
told them that we must rehearse
because the school is to be officially
opened. They sald that they will not
sing. | reported this to the principal
who sald that he will speak to them
the following moming at Assembly.
He spoke o them and encouraged

No songs for

Minister Viljoen

them to sing with the help of other
teachers.

The pupils were even called to the
staff-room where they stated very
clearly that they will not sing for a
person who was part of banning
their organisations and declaring the
state of emergency.

After that meeting some teachers
sald thal there are people who were
influencing the children and that
these teachers had already complet-
ed their studies.

A parenls committee meeting was
then called bul even the parents
could not convince the young pupils
to change their minds.” According to
Mr Jingql, who has been detained on
serveral occasions, the Regional In-
spector had arrived at the school one
day and sald to him: “You are
walking on thin ice.”

He said that he and the other
teachers involved had consulled
their lawyers on the matter.

village of Diasville Saldanha

MASS PROTESTS
IN SALDANHA

DIASVILLE. Saldanha
has been the scena of
protests on the Weslt
Coast for the past

rmanth

Most people of this
small conservative
community work for
Seda Harvest where fish
products are processed
mainly for export

The community is
completaly depandant
on the income which
they earn from the fish
industry there, But as
in all our factories, the
bossas gel richer but
the conditions at the
homes of the workers
get worse- their rents
increase, food prices
go up and they suffer
more and more.

About 1 month ago
this town was aver-
taken with events as
workers and students

protested against the
bosses and the Apart-
heid state. On 7 Sep-
tembear 1987, 280 work-
ers at Sea Harvest went
on strike alter a dispute
about wage negotia-
hions

" To date there are a-
bout 51B out of 700
workers on strike. This
stirred lots of anger a-
bout many other things
The rugby field can be
used by Federation
clubs gnly, This is one
of the many desperate
ways in which the stata
tries (o0 break SARL,
the SACOS affiliated
rugby wumion. SARLU
members went to the
field on 13 SEptember
1987 where arguments
started. As a result
Maxwell Moss and two
others were detained.
Later a 14 year old, std

4 pupil Abraham Julies,
who was walking home
was shot and killed by
the police. This anger-
ed the community. Hiis
funeral was attended
by about 800 people
from Diasville.

Az the minister at

the tuneral said " 'n
Kort tydjie terug was
ons 'n rustige ge-
meenskap.”

Since the funeral of
Abraham Julies, 2 or 3
people in Diasville are
being detained every
weaak

Family members at Abraham Julies burial
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GENEVA CONVENTION UNDER SPOTLIGHT

WHEN ANC guerilla Mxolisi Pe-
tani appeared on charges of terror-
ism 0 the Cape Town Supreme
Court recently, he refused 1o plead
saying that he was protecied in
terms of the Geneva convenbion.
This put the spotlight on the
Geneva convenbions of 1949 and
their protocol 1 of 1977 on the
humanitanan conduct of war.

In 1980, Oliver Tambo led a
delegation of the African National
Congress to Geneva where the
ANC became a signatory to the
Cieneva convention.

the headguarters of the Internatio-
nal Committee of the Red Cross.
Mr Tambo signed the declaration
on behall of the ANC's national
executive committee and the ANC's
military wing, Unkhonto We Sizwe.

In s0 doing, the AMNC then
undertook o treat members of
South Africa’s regular armed forces
if captured by Unkhonto We Sizwe,
as prisoners of war and to be bound
by other regular provisions of the
conventions.

The South Afncan Governmeni

natories to the convention. Many
observers have said that agreeing to
the terms of the convention would
be a batter pill for the Government
to swallow. It would mean that the
South African Government gave
recognition to the justness of the
liberation struggle.

The South African Government
I8 coming under increasing pressure
internationally to formally declare
its adherence to the Geneva con-
venton.,

The United Nationa and the

Red Cross developed the law so as
o extend the concept of an inter-
mational armed confhct to cover
wiars of national liberation in which
in the language of protocol 1,
“peoples are fighting against colo-
nial domination and alien occupa-
tion and against racist regimes in
the exercise of their right of self-
determination.”

I'he two additional protocols of
1977 were an atiempt 1o extend
civiian protection and extend the
definition of “pnsoner of war™ to

Dliver Tambo, signed the Em
Convention on behalf of the ANC

UDF RESPONDS TO

POLICE SURVEY IN

This ook place at a ceremony at

has however failed to become sig-

BONTEHEUWEL

THE rll.'l|l-\..-'.' has tor the
last four weeks been con-
ducting a door 1o door
survey in Bonteheuwel.

They have told
resi-dents that the high
crime rate in Bontchey-
wel has developed into a
crisis situation and the
survey is an attempt by
the police to gain control

over the township.

According to mem-
bers of UDF affiliated
organ=isations in  the
area, however, the police
are asking questions

which seem to contradict
this.

The UDF org
tions, which enjoy tre-
mendous support in the
ared, said that very little
was being' done about
crnime n the area. In-
stead the survey seems Lo
be enquinng aboui the
activities and the where-
abouts of members of
COMMmMUNILY Orginisa-
tions like the UDF. A
UDF spokesperson said,
“They are offering
people money to give
them information,
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People are being pro-
mised that the police
would assist them il they

had problems with the
City Council. They arc
also proposing that mo-
bile police stations be se
up in the area™

The LDF
would support any gen-
uine efforts to counter the
high cnme rate «n Bonte-
hewel.

supd that i

“We have., however,
seen a number of gang
fights about which the
police did very little. They
arc spending most of their
ime harassing our stu-
dents and detaining peop-
le who are concerned a-
bout the hardships and
suffering of the people af
Bontcheuwel. Just two
weeks ago |8 people were
detained in Bonteheuwel,
Amongst them were two
l4-year-old boys and an
advice office worker.

This has confirmed our
suspicion as 1o the motive

of the survey,” the UDF
spokesperson said.

Last month Labour
Farty MP Pat Mc Kenzie
prised the police for
ther actions in Bonteheu-
wel, He claimed that the
ANC was trying tomake
the arca ungovernable.

UDF organisations
have responded by saying
that the police represents
repression to them and
most of Bonteheuwels’
people. “They are the
ones who shoot teargas
Into our parents’ homes,
who drag students out of
schools and who shot and
killed Ashley Kriel, one of
Bonteheuwel's finest sons

The UDF once again
reminded Mc Kenzie that
he represents very few
people - he was elected on
a 9 percent poll.

The UDF also pointed
out that the MP does not
live in the area any longer
and has not been seen
there for vears.,

Tel.: 633-3316

SHOP AT ELITE
| IT MAKES CENTS

SUPERMARKET
RYLANDS

klipfontein road, rylands estate athlone 7764

International Committee of the  Euerillas carrying arms.
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Massive support for
demoted principal

Democratic Front (UDF), the National
Education Crisis Committee (NECC),
the Western Cape Teachers Union
(Wectu) as well as various other organi-
sations.

Mr Carelse the principal of Glendale
Secondary School regards the Depart-
ments’ latest action as an assault on the
teaching profession.

He is to be transferred to a primary
school where he will take up the post of
deputv-principal.

'I'I‘h‘: UDF area commutie of Mitchells
Plain said that the action “was indicative
of the departments fear for people like
Mr Carelse who are prepared to act
upon their convictions.™

SINCE it became known that Mitchells
Plain principal Mr P.E. Carelse was to
be demoted, the community has rallied
1o his support.

Tremendous pressure is being put on
Mr Carter Ebrahims Depariment of
Education and Culture (DEC).

Students, teachers and parents in
Mitchells Plain have united to call for his
immedeiie reinstatement,

The last two weeks has seen protests
at most of Mitchells Plain High Schools
as well as a well-attended mass meeting
at the Lentegeur Civic Centre,

Mr Carelse has been backed to the hilt
by organisations such as the United

Spekenham workers
still on strike

: 600 workers at  Spekenham refused the bosses

_ offer of a week!s salary if they go back to work. The
workers told the bosses that they will continue with
the strike until their demands are met. The bosses
again offered the workers a month!s salary if they

stopped the strike. The workers again did not accept
the offer .

The Spekenham workers have been on
strike for almost two months now. They spend most
of their time during the day at Bellville South NG
Sending churh hall. UDF and COSATU supports the

| workers.

A concert was organised at UWUC last
month to support the striking workers. The strike
started when the demanded wage increases and the
recognition of their union [(FAWLU). The were
earning between R49 and R70 a week. The bosses
|refused to meet their demands, *




v \ 1

\

Grassroots special rural supplement] October 1987

THE Saamstaan community
newsletter, based in Oudts-
hoorn and serving the Southern
Cape and other rural communi-
ties has survived two emergen-
cies and is still coming out.

The full-time workers of
Saamstaan have just completed
the sixth edition for the year and
plan two more before December

Presently, two of the four full-
time workers are out of action.
Mbulelo “Spee” Grootboom, 27,
was detained last month - only
three months after he was re-
leased from a year in emergency
detention.

Journalist Patrick Nyuka, 20,
is recovering from pellet
wounds after being seriously
injured when Kitscops shot him
on September 18 Nyuka had
refused to hand over his camera
and notes to the controversial
policemen.

Project organiser Derek Jack-

i
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Victoria West children huddle together outside a tiny shack

Saamstaan survives

son spent two months in deten-
tion under the emergency.

Saamstaan usually has eight
pages but the |ast edition only
had four pages due to the shoot-
ing and arrest of the two work-
ers.

Presently an average of 8 000
copies of the newsletter is print-
ed and distributed mainly in
Southern Cape towns like Mos-
sel Bay, George, Plettenberg
Bay, Knysna, QOudtshoorn and
Willowmore. There is also a
demand for Saamstaan from
other areas like Beaufort West,
Victoria West, Graaf-Reinette,
Ashion, De Aar and Aberdeen.

Saamstaan first appeared in
February 1984 and almost im-
mediately it won wide support
from the residents of the poverty
stricken rural towns. For the first
time, the majority of people had
a voice through which they
could speak of their problems,

e

grievances and share their com-
mon experiences.

Area Committees of Saam-
staan were set up in 8 number of
Southern Cape Towns. The area
committees make decisions on
the policy and direction of the
newsletter. In Oudtshoorn,
about seventean DI"QEI‘IiS-E‘hDI"IS
came together to form the local
area committee.

These organisations included
youth groups, rugby and hoc-
key clubs, residents committees
and other welfare and cultural
groups. In Willowmore, the area
committee was made up of simi-
lar groups. Mine organisations
constifuted the area committes

Peopel were inspired by
Saamstaan. The residents of dif-
ferent areas read about what
others were doing in their areas.
This encouraged people to build
organisations. Youth, student,

BITTER LIFE FOR RURAL CHILDREN

LIFE has become a misery for
children in Victoria Wesl. Their
fathers work on farms for RT0 a
month and only return on week-
ends, while their mothers work
in the town for R20 a week and
only return home at night. A 10
year-old child told grassrools
“we are hungry and have to wait
for our mothers to come home

and gve us food”. The state has
employed it municipal police
[Greenflies) who are offen
drunk and hassle people.
Grassroots found children sit-
ting outide shacks coughing
badly and without food. The
average family had 4 children
and the size of the shacks were
about two square meters. One

family lives in an old canopy of a
truck. The conditions in Victoria
West are very hot in summer
and people have to walk 3 km
for water which has 1o be boiled
first. People obtain food on “the
book" from shops and often
have a difficull task to pay back
since they earn very little. The
prices of food are very high.

Workers Unite in Graaff-Reinet

DESPITE the state of emergency, the workers of
Graafl Reinett have united and formed a workers

union.

They told Grassroots that as Graaf-Reinett is a
small town there are no big firms or factories.
They organised domestic workers, people work-
ing in garages, some in shops and supermarkets
into a General Union. Graaf Reinett Workers
Union campaigned for May Day. The May Day

stayaway was 100% successful.

They told Grassroots that Graaf Reinett Work
ers Union will campaign for a living Wage. They
said since most workers in “Graaf” are domestic

workers, they are the victims of high rents.
As mosts people get R60 per month the people

decided to boycott rents. The boycott that was

One resident

launched in 1985 was successful,

sald. “The Administration Board

tried to break the rent boycott by saying that the
pensioners should pay R10 per month, People
were not fooled.

“For the unemployed people, Graalcom, the

umbrella body of all committees set up a soup

kitchen which was supported by business men.
Siudents had their own SRC office in school for
the first time in 1986."

womens and civic organisations
ware formed.

From the start, the project has
had to endure severe harass-
ment. Saamstaan workers have
been detained or arrested on
several occasions. Former or-
ganiser and present organiser
Humphrey Joseph and Derek
Jackson were both detained un-
der Section 29 of the Internal
Security Act during 1985. Mbu-
lelo Grootboom has spent seve-
ral lengthy periods in detention
and is currently being held at
George prison.

In 1885, three attempts were
made to burn down the Saam-
staan office in the coloured
township of Bridgton, Oudts-
hoorn. The project has been
severely disrupted at times. In
1886, for example only four
editions could be produced due
to detentions harassment and

despite attacks

Ihe
the stale of emergency in gene-
ral. But it seemns that only a total
ban will stop Saamstaan.
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latest edition of Saamstaan

Badly hit by emergency but . . .

CRADOCK

£ REMAINS

NITED

A people united shall never be defea-
ted. These words have inspired
struggling poeple throughout the
world

The residents of Lingelihle town-
ship In Cradock have shown just
how true these words are. The Cra-
dock community is currently suffer-
ing under the second state of emer-
gency in as many years. The people
are struggling through a period
which has seen the Government and
its army and police go all out to
crush all forms of resistance

Meatings are banned in Cradock.
The security forces conduct door-to-
door raids. The council police or
greenflies, as they are commonly
called, patrol the township, beating
and threatening people.

16 Cradock residents, mainly exe-
cutive members of the Cradock Res-
idents Association and Cradock
Youth Association, are still in deten-
tion.

Despite the heavy repression, the
community remains united. Grass-
roots interviewed Mrs Nyameka Go-
niwe, wife of murdered community
leader Mathew Goniwe, a leading
figure in the United Democratic
Front (UDF).

She said, "The state of emergency
has been very tough. More than 120
of our people were detained and 16
are still inside. It is difficult to do

anything in Cradock”. She said that
people's spirit had not been crushed.

She said that people from the
community turned out in their thou-

sands to bury two comrades in
August. One was killed by the green-
flies and the second man was an
ANC soldier shot dead by police in
Port Elizabeth. He was Sonwabo
Mdeankazi,

“Mdekazi was buried first. The
funeral was restncted to 200 people
and there was a heavy security force
presence ensuring that the restric-
tions were observed. Thousands of
townships residents milled around
outside the church,

We still see Graffitti on the walls in
the township and pamphlets and

posters still appear.

Groups of youth are somelimes
sgen toyi toying in the townships.
This is mainly encouraged by events.
On June 16, for example, 200 resi-
dents had a big procession through
the township. They stopped at the
homes of people who had fallen in
the struggle, before moving on. The
group eventually stopped and had a
short open-air service.”

Mone of the more than 30 green-
flies were from Cradock, according
to Mrs Goniwe. "They have a camp
putside the township. They are not
accepted in the community”, she
said.

* POLOMIES
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Retreat pensioner battles after

LIFE has become a might-
mare for T0-year-old Ret-
reat pensioner Mrs Mar-
garet Dixon whose elec-
tricity and water supply
has been cut off.

Mrs Dhxon, who shares
a two-bedroomed mai-
sonette with twelve other
people including five
yvoung children was infor-
med by a City Councl in-
spector in June that her
water supply would be
cut off because of moun-
Lifig ArTears.

For almost lour
months now the family
has had o beg and bor-
row water from three
neighbours,

Mrs Dixon told Grass-
rosoks she owed more than
R200 for water when the
supply was cut. She cur-
rently owes RI1X as she
had gone to the Civic
centre to pay small
amounts on the three dif-
ferent OCassions,

To add 1o her problems
the old lady has 1o make
do without electnaty
which was cut off more
than a year ago.

“Only wo people in

the house have a regular
mcome,” she sand. “And
we are two pensioners.”

Wi
waler.

struggle without
We have 1o ask
water from our neigh-
bours. People have given
willingly but now some of
htem are starting (o COMm-
plain.

Everyday we have 1o
fetch water in buckets.”

| dont know what we
will do if the neighbours
dont help any longer. The
council told that they can
only put on the water
when we pay the full
amount.

Meanwhile at least for-
ty families in Mitchells
Plain have also complain-
ed of their water being cut
to workers at the Mitc-
hells Plain Advice Office.

“People come in regu-
larlv to the office to find
out what they can do
about the problem,” an
advice office worker told
Crrassrools,

Mr Ted Doman, Public
relations officer for the
City Council said how-
ever that it was not Coun-

water supply is cut

LY

Mrs Margaret Dixon, 70, with her family in their home

gl policy to cut peoples
waler supply completely.

*1 would be very supn-
sed if people’s waler was

UCT student to
be sentenced
next month

IM  less
University of Cape Town
law student Andrew

Brown will know whether

than & modth

he is to go 1o jail or nol.

The 21 year old student
was convicted on a charge
of public violence earlier
this month

He pleaded guilty in
the Wynberg Regional
Court to throwing stones
at police on campus on
Apnl 24 this vear.

He told the court tha
he had
stonc at a police van on
[De Waal Drnive.

Brown sad in miliga-

also thrown a

ton of sentence that he
was overcome with anger
and frustration when he
witnessed police sjam-
bokking students on
campus after a peaceful
picket protest,

The arrest of wo stu-
dents the following Mon-
day together with police
action on campus and his
own expenences at the
hands of the police made
him “very angry indeed”
and he momentanly lost
conirol,

He told the court that
he had been detamed Tour
fimes without tnal and
assaulted in police cells

In 1985 he was detaini-
ed for two weeks and kept
in solitary confinement
with only a Bible to read
and withoutl réesource 1o a
lawyer, Doctor, or his
parents, except for one
visit by his mother.

e

He was then released
without being charged.

“[ found my treatment
particularly aggressaive
and abusive and totally
UNNECEsAry.

He said the stones he
threw would not have hit
members of the public or
cars on De Waal Drive.

A teacher at Wester-
ford High School whre
Brown matnculated in
1984 descnibed lim as an
intelligent pupil as well as
a sensitive and compas-
SiONale person.

She knew Brown as a

B - could go o jail next month

person who always mam-
tained a balanced pers-
pective in spite of his
strong political views

Dr Ramsay Karclsc, a
psvchiatnst, told the ¢
court that Hrown had
suffered from posi-trau-
matic depression, nsom-
na and other problems
on his release from deten-
(1o,

“Although its uncha-
racterstic for ham o be
violent, | can undersiand
why he did this thing.

The case was postpon-
ed 1o the 16 Movember,

cut off completely. The
Medical Officer of Health
does not like the dea of
people nol having water.

It is very unhygenic.” Mr
Doman said that what the
Counal did do was 1o pun
a disc i the watler meters
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Mrs Dixon stand next to the tap in her kitchen

(o reduce the water flow
o a trnckle.

He said the council
made special arrange-

ments for unemployed
people, and those had
sick people living in their
homes.

These Belhar women are determined to carry on the struggle for “rents we can afford”.

RENT VICTORY BUT BELHAR
RESIDENTS TO FIGHT ON

RESIDENTS in Belhar are saving that their struggle
against high rents is far from over. Diveo (divisional
council of the Cape) recently postponed the new rent
increase after heavy protest from the resadents but
residents arc not sabished by this.

They want the rent increases to be scrapped and the
entire rental system to be reverwed. “Postpoming the
rent is just a drop in the ocean of what we really
fighting for. There is still along list of problems that
council needs to address and posiponing the rent
increase means that they can implement it when things
have guictened down and there is no ressstance”™, a

resident said.

Residents also spoke out agansi the local housing
manager on how he treats people when they go to the

rent offce.

Mrs Gobi who stays in one of the houses said that
the housing managers threats and intimidation has
increased since the protest marches aganst high rents
and it s particularly directed at those who were

involved in organising il

Mrs Pienaar who is stll moumning her husbands

death  old

Crrassroots  how

Mr Comelius rudely

interupted her on the day of her husband's bunal.

“This man does not have any respect for the dead.
He barged into my house and demanded that 1 fill in

the blue survey form or face the consequences of
having to pay more than R200 remt™.

Residents in the area are presently busy with a

petition and affidavits to get council 1o remove Mr
Comelius out of the area.

AZAAD’S RADIO & T.V.
SPECIALISTS IN RADIO, T.V.

& VIDEO REPAIRS
Suppliers & Installer of M-Net
Decoders, Arials, Spares
and Accessories

ATHLONE
PHOMNE: 633-5819

GRASSY PARK
PHONE:; 72-7668

_—————————————
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Patrick Nyoka is recovering from 13 pellet hole in his hack

Kitscop

PATRICK MNYUKA, a
journalist at the Saam
gtaan community
news-

letter in Qudtshoorn is
recovering slowly after
being shot by kitskon-
stabels more than a
month ago.

Mr Nyuka, 20, still
has 13 pellet wounds
in his back, marks on
other parts of his body
and his arm 15 In plas-
ter.

He was shot by Kits-
konstabels in the
township of Bhongo-
lethu on Saturday 18

Sep-
tember outside a
church hall. A cele-

bration party was tak-
ing place for two
young men released
after serving two years
sentences for public
violence.

About 200 members
of the community

BLINDED BY SHOOTING MYSTERY FIRES

were present in the
hall. Sources in Qudt-
shoorn claim that Ny-
uka had refused to
give two Kitskonsta-
bels his film and notes
which they had de-
manded.

In the resulting ar-
gument, Patrick was
shot as well as a 38
year old woman Ms
Lindiwe Phillips who is
still in George Hospi-
tal with a broken leg
and arm and several
pellet wounds in her
body.

MNyuka was taken in-
to police custody from
the George Hospital
on September 24 and
held for five days be-
fore appearing on a
charge of public vio-
lence. He has appear-
ed in court twice and
iz out on bail of R400.

The shootings have

KWA-MANDLENKOSI residents in Beaufort West
live in fear after one of their respected residents
was blinded when he was shot at by a Kitscop.

Grassroots spoke to Sydney Yabo, 22, who
described how he was shot by his kitscop

neighbour.

He said: “On the 20th of June this year | was
coming from a dance al about 9pm. | saw a group
of kitscops approaching me. One of them who is
my neighbour just shot at me without asking me

any questions.

“The next thing | knew | was in hospital under
police guard, | was completely blind. | spent three
weeks in hospital. | was then discharged from
hospital and arrested and charged with public

violence.

“| was kept in police cells for two days. | was
then released on free bail. When asked if he has
any source of income, he replied. “My parents
died. | live with my girifriend and none of us work."

“Neighbours give us food everyday. If it was not
for them | would have died of hunger. | applied for
pension but | have not received any reply. | laid a
charge against the kitscop. We are going to court

on the 28th of Oclober.”
e |

once agan locussed
dattention on the activi-
ties of the Kitskops in
many rural towns. Re-
sidents have made se-
veral allegations of as-
sault, threats and har-
assment against the
Kitskops

¥ i

The shooting of Mr

Av
The Saamstaan journalist a Tew davs after his release

terror

Myuka and Ms Phillips
occured only weeks
after the Minister of
Law and Order, Mr
Adriaan Vigck gave an
undertaking that
Bhongolethu's 16 Kits-
konstabels would not
act unlawfully.

in terms of the un-
dertaking in the Cape
Town Supreme Court
the Kitskops may not
unlawfully assault, ar-
rest, detain, intimi-
data, insull, confiscate
possesions of or enter
houses of residents.

Mr Michael Notveke outside his burnt out home in Lawaaikamp

IN

LAWAAIKAMP

LAWAAIKAMP resi-
dents are puzzied by
the mystery fires which
destroyed about seven
houses in the squatter
camp. The owners of
the houses do not
know the cause of the
fire.

Mr Michael Notyeke,
51, said, "I have stayed
here for more than 25
years. | have never
seen anything like this
before. Qur houses
suddenly just burnt.
For example when my
house burnt there was
no stove or anything
else that was on. | was
in the bedroom with my
wife.

My wife smelt some-
thing like smoke and |
heard a crackling
noise. | went to the
kitchen to investigate.
As | opened the kitchen
door, | was confronted
by big flames. We all
ran out without taking
anything with us. The
house was completely

destroyed.”

One resident who al-
s0 had his house des
troyed said, “QOur
houses started to burn
after we united against
removals. When we
went to the authorities
for help they told us
that they are prepared

to help only when we
agree to move 1o Sand-
kraal. We were sup-
posed to have moved
on the 31st of Septem-
ber. We are not going
to move. We have stay-
ed here for more than
40 years. Our demand
is that Lawaaikamp be
upgraded. The town
clerk told us that up-
grading is not nego-
tiable.

Meanwhile, Mr NMoty-
eke's children stay with
friends and relatives.
He and his wife stay in
a little shack which
they built as a store-
room.
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Defend,

Consolidate
Advance

| says the UDF

IT is common knowledge to all that the
struggling people of the rural areas, facing
brutal repression from the side of the Govern-
ment has made greal contributions to the
struggle for a non-racial and democratic South
Africa.

More specifically, the people of the rural
areas have played and continue to play a major
role in building the United Democratic Front

The rural people have had to withstand the
most brutal attacks against entire communi-
ties since the national state of emergency was
declared. The police and army oCccupy many
tiny townships, controlling people through the
barrel of a gun.

That their spirit has not been broken s
testimony to the bravery and courage of our
rural people.

Right now our most important task is to
slowly and systematically rebuild our organisa-
tions. We must gradually draw the youth into
youth structures, the women into womens
organisations and residents into trade unions
and civic organisations.

The UDF nationally has adopted the theme
defend, consolidate and advance as the basis
of all its future work. We must defend the gains
we have made, we must consolidate our work
and at the same time we must move forward.

It is obvious that we cannol achieve this by
using old methods. No longer can we meet In
big groups at mass meetings or general
councils. It is important and necessary for us to
meet in smaller groups while at the same time
drawing in people to our structures all the time.

We must particularly loock sericusly at the
formation of trade unions or organising com-
mittees of workers to join existing national
trade unions under the banner of Cosatu.

Through struggle the LIDF and Cosatu has
developed a close working relationship and in
many parts of the country the message is:
"Evary UDF activist a Cosatu member and
every Cosatu member a UDF activist”™

While rebuilding the structures in our areas,
it is important to broaden the front. To get
more and more people involved in actively
running our UDF affiliates and also to draw
new organisations into the LIDF - organisations
like sports clubs, cultural groupings and work-
ers committees.

It is essential to build unity at all leveis, Wea
can learn lessons from the people of Cradock
who remain united despite severa repression.
Let us devise new ways of not only rebuilding
in our own areas but once again establishing
our structures of communication with other
areas in our regions. It is important that we do
not isolate our struggles.

During this period we need to seriously look
at what kinds of media we can use. Media is
sometimes our only channel of communication
with our people.

Be careful of the Governments attempts to
win over our support by mending pavements
and fixing a couple of roads. The Government
recently introduced a sophisticated system of
Joint Management Centres. There are over 600
of these committees all over the country. They
are mostly controlled by the army

These committees try to keep a close watch
over different areas and try and ensure that the
people do not resist.

Nationally the state of emergency dealt a
serious blow to progressive organisations. But
it was not long before thousands of people
under the banner of the UDF and Cosatu hit
back. In the last 6§ months, hundreds of
thousands of workers have gone on strike in
support of their demand for a living wage. The
biggest was the strike by more than 200 000
mineworkers two months ago.

More and more organisations continue to
affiliate to the UDF and at every level our
people are fighting back. It is in this spirit that
we must advance.

VICTORY IS CERTAIN.
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ictoria Wesi Hn-mm work as pipefitters

IN many rural areas
unemployed women
are used as a source of
cheap labour. In Victo-
rna West women take
on jobs as pipefitters
and bncklayers and get
paid a measly H20 a
week.

Grassroots visited
Victoria West in the
Karoo and spoke to
Mrs Winnifred Bilatyi,
44, a mother of nine
children.

She saidb "1 was em-
ployed as a pipefitter at

the beginning of the
vear. The jobs were
available at the Admin-
istration Board.

We dug roads with
pickaxes and dug wa-
ter drains. After dig-
ging drains we were
asked to lay pipes. We
earned R20 a week.
Asked if she was satis-
fied with the wages she
said, "I have nine child-
ren and | am seperated
from my husband. |

The women above are working on this building in Richmond

Women used as cheap labour

hiere,

My only daughter
who works earns R70 a
month in a hotel. My
other children are scat-
tered all over looking
for jobs. Some sfill at-
tend school. The rent is
R25 a month

But sometimes | only
pay RS5. | told the Ad-
ministration Board that
| cannot aftord the rent
Somea of my children
left school before the
tima. They decided 1o

But that does not work
because they do not

get jobs.”
Miss Julie Lester, 23,
said; "We heard that

there are jobs available
at the Administration
Board. We were told
that the project is for
the Unemployed (Wer-
kloos). About 40 wo-
men and 10 men were
employed. We were
paid R20 a waak, Man
got the same wages
because we did- the
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men got R30 a week.
We used to start at 7.30.
We had lunch from 1
1o 2. From 2 we worked
till 4 pm. Sometimes |
used to get less than
R20 because the man-
ager OWNs a grocery
shop and gave us
groceries on cradit. He
gdeducted the money
from our wages. | deci-
ded 1o stop because |
was pregnant at the
time. | don't work there
any-

had no other option as
there is no other work

go and look for jobs

same j::ui:r

Dnly two

more.”

Namagqualand

People stripped of

their birthright

FOR GENERATIONS, Namaqualand
farmers have shared their land, gra-
zing their goats and sheep wherever
rain has fallen and restored the veld.
Now fences have been put up in a
new system of land division which is
leaving them dispossessed, with no-
where lo go.

“We are proud people,” says Tant
Sanna. “We have never had 1o work
for white people. We have always
been able o slaughter an animal for
meal, and grind our own wheat lo
make bread.

“We have never had lo beg for
food from anyone.”

Tant Sanna lives in Lellefontein,
one of three so-called “coloured
rural areas” in Namaqualand. The
others are Steinkopf and the Richter-
sveld.

These are the areas where the land
that once belonged to everyone has
been cut up into so-called “econo-
mic units”. Units have been leased
out to individuals - many of them
people with full-time jobs who don't
have to depend on farming for a
living.

The system, introduced by the
House ol Representative’ Depari-
ment of Local Government, Housing
and Agriculture, has caused bitler
division in communities which were
once happy and peaceful.

in Leliefontein, for example, the
land has been divided into 47 units.
Thirty are leased. The rest of the
farmers have o graze their goats and
sheep on the little communal land
thal remains.

In some cases, palches of land

fenced units.

The people say they were nol
consulted about the system. One
momeni life was normal, the nexi
minute the fences were up and their
goats and sheep were baing confis-
cated for “trespassing”. Many lost a
lot of stock because they could not
afford to pay the pound fees to get
their animals back.

There are also lots of allegations
that the management commitiees,
which are enforcing the system,
decided among themselves who
should get the best bits of land

While Minister David Curry's de-
partment says it was necessary o
itroduce the system becauss the
land was being overgrazed, some
experts have questioned this. They
say that it is true that Namaqualand
is very arid, and that it is easy for it to
be overgrazed. But they do not think
the system of unils its the answer.

The area can be divided into

places where rain falls in summer,

and where it falls in winter. Before
the land was split up, the Namaqua-
landers would graze their animals
in one area during one season,
letting recover as it rained in the
other. Then they would change over.
Now they cant move as they used fo
anymore, and it is feared this Is
going to cause worse damage 1o the
land.

The Namaqualanders believe thay
have been stripped of their birthright
and forced into poverty.

Most are descendants of Khol
tribes, who were forced northwards
as land was taken by the Duich
colonists. Later, their land was for-
mally granted them by Sir George
Cathcart, English colonial governor
of the Cape.

Many people still refer lo the
time when their right to the land was
eacognised by “Queen Victoria™.
Now, they believe, thal right has
been taken away by the House of
Representatives.
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Mr and Mrs Memani pictured here outside their Zolani home

ZOLANI STILL BRUISED BY
BATTLES OF RECENT YEARS

IN a few weeks, trucks loaded
with fruit will start rumbling into
Ashton, near Worcester, herald-
ing the start of another season
of labour at the Langeberg can-
ning factory.

But the people of Zolani, the
iown's tiny township set aside
for “Africans”, are wondering
who will get jobs al the faclory.

Instead, people sign on for the
season, working from Novem-
ber until May. The man Lange-
berg employs to recruit workers
for the factory is a Zolani resi-
dent who supports the local
community council, according
to township sources.

And last year, he made sure
that no civic association mem-
bers worked. Zolani is still bruis-
ed from the battles it endured
during 1885 when vigilantes,
allegedly aided by police, un-
leashed a reign of terror in the
small community.

At the moment, 47 residents -
12 of them children under 18,
are serving jail sentences of
between six and 15 years for
public violence and attempted
murder.

For some residents, like pen-
gsioner Freddiea Mamani and his
wite, this has made life very

difficult. Freddie's 22-year-old
daughter Amalia is serving an

gight-year sentence for public
violence. Now her parents have
to look after her two children
ages six and four. Freddie's
pension is R150 every two
months. Like many other fami-
lies whose wage-earners are in
jail, they are strugghng t© buy
food and clothes.

But other residents, have
taken their fight for justice to the
courts. They want compensa-
tion for injuries and losses they
suffered at the hands of the vigi-
lantes, or tuiswagte.

In one of two cases before the
Supreme GCourt in Cape Town,
two residents are claiming a
total of R35 D00 from the Minis-
ter of Law and Order. One lost
an eye and the other had the
sight in one eye permanently
damaged when they were as-
saulted by vigilantes. They say
the police stood by when they
could have stopped the attacks.

Zolani people formed a civic
association in January last year
when they realised the commu-
nity council wasn't acting for the

people.
A weaalk later three meambers of

the executive were detained, but
the civic continued in its work of
tackling problems such as rents,
housing, roads and lighting.

The civic association is still
operating, even though the
community council is refusing
to allow it to hold meetings in
the local hall, which is supposed
to belong to the whole commu-
nity.

A playgroup has been started
for young children. When the
community councillors heard a-
bout this, they started a rival
creche in the local community

hall.

Officials from the administra-
tion board wisited the house
where the playgroup was being
run. They brought a health in-
spector who said the house was
too small for the children.

20 the playgroup organisers
started using two houses for the
children. Because the playgroup
is legal, the harassment has had
to stop. Residents have come
out in support of the playgroup.
Their children are cared for and
fed and no fee is charged. At the
creche in the community hall,
parents must pay R2 a week and
not everyone can afford to.
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Detentions condemned

Delegates from 45 countries at Harare conference on SA

WY

MORE than 500 delega-
tes, from 45 countries
worldwide attended a
conferce which helped to
generate a greater under-
standing and awareness
of South Afncas war
against children for the
international community.

For 4 davs delegates
listened and were at times
shocked and angered by
the reports and personal
accounts given by those
who experienced the bru-
tality of the South Afn-
can government

A special feature of the
confercnce was the mov-
ing testimony given by a
group of children of ther
torture and mjury at the
hands of the 5.A. police
and SADF.

The most depressing
accounts came from 1ha-
biseng Mabusa (12) and
Willtam Modibedi (110
Thabiseng, confined o a
wheelchair, told delegates
how she was crippled ina
SADF rad in Gaberone.
She was shot twice bul
managed to survive, Wil-
lam Modibedi 1old the
conference that he failed
his Std. 2 exams due (o
detention and torture.

He was given electric
shocks and afterwards
put in a dark room for
along time.

»

\

A youth addresses the conference in Hnrurl, Zimbabwe last month

Another feature of the
confercnce wis when del-
egiales expressed their sin-
cere thanks and admira-
tion to Rev Archhishop
Trevor Huddleston, not
only for his hard work in
organising the conlerence
but also for the ureless
way in which he works
{or ending aparthesd.

His immense contnbu-
ton to struggle has be-
come an inspiration 1o
millions of South Afr-
Cans.

For the South Afrncan
delegates 1t was a Joyous
pocasion 1o meet the
South Alncan exiles some
of whom were forced to
leave the country as far
back as 19631

The comments of a
South Afncan delegale
summed up the feeling of
the whole group. She sud
“They definitely do not
have the characiers of
Godiess, bloodthirsty ter-
ronsts as this government
wants us o believe,

They're humble, humane
and ordinary people.
Many of us are more con-
fident that they can con-
tnbuie greatly 1o peace
and [reedom in our coun-
try™.

The conference was a
major blow to the S.A.
government. Law and
Order minmister, Adnaan
Viok, set a telex to the
conference trying 1o justi-
fy the current detention of

NO FOOD PARCELS

SECTION 29
DETAINEES

FOR

ale

EVERY Monday morning families of the more than 20
Section 29 detainees go to the Security Police head-
quarters in Loop Street, Cape Town with food parcel
for their loved ones-only to be turned away on their
arrival.

For the last six weeks the police have not accepted
any food parcels for the detainees.

Two weeks ago, the families went 1o town and
decided that they would not leave until the parcels were
accepted. They waited for hours outside the secunty
police offices. Eventually they got tired of wating and
returned home.

Meanwhile organisations in the Western Cape are
intensifying th call for the release of all detainees,

particularly those held under Section 29.

In terms of Section 29, detainees are held at an
unknown prison or police station, are denied access 1o
personal doctors, lawyer or family members.

The detaines is usually held in solitary confinement
and subjected to long hours of interrogation.

Those currently held in terms of Section 29 are;
Sorava Abas, Clement Baadjies, Colin Cairncross,
Anwar Dramat, Herbet Dlangudlangu, Ashley Forbes,
David Fortuin, Peter Jacobs, Ashral Karriem, Gary
Kruser, Colleen Lombard, Michael Lumambo, Wayne
Malgas, Vusuma Ndam, Wellington Nkwandla, Yas-
mina Pandy, Nicolo Pedro, Colin Petersen, Walter
| Rhoode, Patricia Smit, Jenny Schreiner, Mthetheli
Titana,

The agony of detention

AFTER spending more
than 15 months in deten-
tion, the spirit of Noel
Williams community acti-
wvist i Atlantis, has not
been broken and he vows
to continue the fight
against apartheid. Mr
Williams has the Tull bac-
king of his family.

Grassroots spoke to his
wife, Rena and his 3
children Willred 7, Mela-
me, 15, and Fabian 14
about what affect thewr
father's detention and re-
lease had on them.

“I saw dad getting out
of this strage car and |
heard somebody shouting
he 15 back™, Melanie sad.

—_——I—I__——_

“We ran up to him and
jumped him over and rol-
led in the sand with de-
light. We laughed and
cned at the same Dme.
We could not believe i,
that he was back, we kept
on asking if it was really
him™,

His wife Rena told
Urassrools that she went
through a tough and ter-
rible time while he was in
detenon. "1 was  wvery
depressed the last few
weeks before his release. |
could not take it any
longer. The children were
having regular peity
quarrels and | did not
know how (0 handle it

anymore. | am glad that
he is back. One can see on
the children’s faces how
happy they are”.

Fabian said that s
father’s continued deten-
tion made him feel termib-
Iv lonely and there were
times that he did not hke
plaving with his friends.

“Ap first | was hoping
that he would be away for
a coupe of days, hke in
1985 when he was detain-
ed for 19 days, But things
got our of hand, 1 started
to feel lonely and did not
feel like playing with my
fmends anymore. His de-
tention also affected by
school work. | could not

remember things so well
and started 10 get low
marks in a lot of my sub-
jects™

The family is umited n
their feeling that the
struggle for a better fut-
ure must continue.

His wife Rena said. 1
don't think ut would be
right of me 10 stop him
now, just hstening to his
experiences he had in de-
tention. [ would encour
age him and support him
whatever his decision. If
he commutted a crime,
then why it 1s that people
from all walks of hie are
still streaming in to wel-
come him home".

.ﬁ-
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children but this had no
effect on the course that
the conference was taking

The conference ended
with the delegates passing
resolutions calling for the
immediate imposition of
sanctions aganst South
Africa and urging all
governments o declare
their support for all those
who, even at nsk 1o thems-
sclves, are prepared to acl
in defence of the children
of South Afnca.

A GRASSROOTS staff member attended the
conference on Children and the Law in South
Africa. Here he briefly outlines his first meeting
with leaders of the banned African National
Congress (ANC).

It all happened a day before the conference
started. We were chatting away to some of the
conference delegates when our attention was
drawn to a large group of people entening the
Hotel.

We were surpnsed and very pleasantly too,
when we saw a bespectacled, fatherly fhigure
amongst the group. Yes, it actually was Oliver
Tambo. It was the man who was now ocCupying
the centre stage of South Afncan politics.

The 68-year-old Tambo who is depicted by the
Government as a bloodthirsty terrorist on the one
hand and who is praised and sung about by
millions of South Afncans on the other, was all
smiles.

Other leaders of the ANC walked in as well.
Thabo Mbeki came up to us and introddced
himself. “Hello comrades, are you from Cape
Town?" he asked. We responded passively by
simply nodding our heads.

The next four days we were to get to know
them better. Joe Slovo referred to by all as “Uncle
Joe" was there too. Netwerk tells us that he is a
Russian KGB agent. But here was this elderly
man cracking jokes, playving guitar and singing
“boerelidjies™ till the early hours of the morning.

Ruth Mompati who had to flee South Afnica
without her two months old baby many years ago
and Ray Alexander, veteran trade unionist were
also in Harare.

We left the conference with new ideas and
enriched by our experience. We were deeply
saddened to leave behind fellow South Alncans
who could not return home.

NATIONAL EDUCTION CRISIS COMMITTEE
AND FREE THE CHILDREN ALLIANGE

* MORE THAN 50 PEOPLE ARE DETAINED IN CAPETOWN
e 60% OF THESE ARE STUDENTS OR TEACHERS
e LET THEM PREPARE FOR EIAHS OUTSIDE APART-

HEID'S JAILS!

THESE ARE SOME OF THE CONFIRMED DETENTIONS:

SCHOOL PUPILS TERTIARY STUDENTS
Desmond Abrahams  Bonteheuwel Section 29
Faik Elmie Bonteheuwel Colin Cairncross UWC
Mark Truebody Bonteheuwel Ashraf Karriem UWC
Cledton Visagie Bonteheuwel Colin Petersen
Keith Cootee Bonteheuwel Patricia Smit UWC
Donovan Ferhelst Bonteheuwel Nicolo Pedro UWC
Christopher Rutledge Bonteheuwel Yasmina Pandy UWC
Neil Swanepoel Bonteheuwel Anwar Dramat Peninsula
Siphelo Dukashe Guguletu Technikon
Alwyn Klaassen Bridgetown Peter Jacobs UWC
Mark Lockman Spes Bona Ashley Forbes UWC
Thomas Verwey Diazville Jenny Schreiner UCT
Fronlin Verwey Diazville
TEACHERS Emergency
Section 29 Naseegh Jaffer UWC
Jeremy Veary Mitchells Plain Erick Fieldworker
Nazeem Lowe Grassy Park
Leon Scott Lotus River NECC National Exec.

Vusi Khanyile UCT
Emergency Rev Tsele
Andile Jonas Guguletu Ihron Rensburg
NECC (W. Cape vice-
chair) Joyce Mabudafasi
Nosipho Ntwanambi  Guguletu Zwelakhe Sisulu

THERE ARE MANY OTHER STUDENTS ON TRIAL OR

SENTENCED FOR ILLEGAL GATHERINGS,

PUBLIC VIOD-

LENGE AND RELATED CHARGES.
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What is really
happening In
war-torn Angola?

THE dramatic battle underway
in Angola at the moment may be
decisive for the Angolan people.
Although the SADF is deeply
involved, they haye told us very
little.

The major forces in the battle
are FAPLA (The People’s Armed
Forces of Angola), UNITA and
the SADF. South African news-
papers also scream about Soviets
and Cubans being involved.
FAPLA has never denied that it
is assisted by Soviet advisers and
Cuban troops. It is the South
Africans who try to deny that
they are involved.

The war is over the right of
the Angolan people to decide
how to run their country. The
SADF/UNITA forces want to
turn Angola into another Bantu-
stan for South Africa.

For many years the Angolan
people, led by the MPLA,
fought against the oppression
and exploitation of the Portu-
guese, who exploited and opp-
regsed the Angolan people. In
“this struggle, Savimbi and his
UNITA were agents of the
Portuguese, who spoke as if
they
were part of the struggle, but in
fact worked as vigilantes against
the MPLA.

When the Portuguese with-
drew, the Angolan people
opted for socialism. They
hoped to end exploitation in
the country, and ensure a
decent life for all. The SADF
would not tolerate this. In
August 1975 they invaded
Angola. They hoped to des-
troy the people’s government,
and install the UNITA puppets
in their place.

The Angolan people called
for help against the South Afri-
can invasion. Cuba sent hund-
reds of volunteers, who saw it as
their duty to help defend Angola
against apartheid aggression.
With their help, the Angolan
people inflicted one of their
greatest ever defeats on the
SADF, who were forced to flee
from central Angola.

The SADF was still deter-
mined to wreck Angola's
attempis to rebuild itself. They
invaded Angola more than 8
times after 1975. They bombed

VACANCY

farms, villages and towns. And,
they set up UNITA and other
mercenary forces to continually
harass the people of Angola by
blowing up installations and
terrorising people. These efforts
of Pretoria have cost the
Angolan people over R30000
million owver the last 12 years,
and have severcly hampered
Angolan development,

Every time they invade, the
SADF denies thay are in Angloa
for about the first month. They
are scared that if they tell the
truth about what they are doing,
even more young whites will
refuse to serve in the army. The
End Conscription Campaign has
already condemned the SADF’s

flesh of the Angolan people. Bur
the Angolan people are deter-
hined to remove the thorn.

FAPLA has launced a major
attack on the town of Mavinga,
held by UNITA. If they capture
it, they will be able to move on
to Jamba, UNITA'S ‘capital’
next vear. This will spell doom
for the bandits, and allow
Angola to devote all its resour-
ces to developing its people,

The SADF has launched
massive raids into Angola to
stop FAPLA's offensive, and
protect UNITA. Without the
SADF, particularly its jet bomb-
ers, UNITA would be helpless,
So, the SADF is once again at
war to make sure that the Ango-

involvement in the current
battle.

lan people cannot remove the
UNITA thorn from their flesh.

The solidarity of the South
African people has gone out to

For many years, UNITA de- the Angolan people. At its
pended only on South Africa for recent congress, COSATU called
their survival. Then Reagan for the strengthening of bonds
began to send them money and between South African workers
weapons, so that they can con- and those fighting imperialism
tinue to be a painful thorn in the in Angola.

THE UDIF SAYS
Get out of

Angola now

THE Western Cape Region of the United Democratic Front (UDF)
has responded strongly to the latest events in Angola, calling for
the immediate withdrawal of the South African Defence force from
that country.

The UDF pointed out that the millions of rands spent by the
South African Government on “Unita gangsters™ could be put to
much better use, for example, subsidising high rents and bread

. prices.

In a statement, the UDF publicity secretary Hilda Ndude, said:
“The UDF only wants peace and friendship with our neighbours.
The recent activities of the SADF undermines international law
and the sovereignty of states.

“UDF views the invasion of Angola with dismay. We are aware
what kind of death and destruction the SADF is capable of sowing.

“The Angolan people want nothing but peace.”

The UDF once again called on the people of South Africa to
work towards peace, friendship and a just future for all our people as
well as those of neighbouring countries.”

rassroots

SUBSCRIBE NOW
Grassroots Subscription Rates:

GRASSROOTS is iuok;ng for a
dedicated and hard-working

person to fill the post of LEARN- Individuals:

Local African Overseas
R20,00 R25,00 R35.00

Organisations: R30,00 R35,00 R60,00

ING ROOTS co-ordinator.
Duties will include planning,
wtiting and producing LEARN
ING ROOTS, assisting students
with media workshops efc.

P.0. BOX 1161, CAPE TOWN 8000

Please apply in writing, with a
full Curriculum Vitae to Grass-
roots PO Box 1161, Cape Town.
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A call for the release of Ashley Forbes was made on this wall in Wy
Main Road

WYNBERG BROTHERS T"INED
FOR Detentions GRAFFITI

WO Wynberg brothers  10€ fwo brothers had
were carlier this month ip'.'"*l?‘l]“"_“'i‘d fh.'ll.".i'il..'.
fincd R150 cach for spray- """“h_h." _I'""'h'-"'_'- -llli De-
painting slogans on wall 'ention isa crime™ at three
and bus shelers in the POInts in Wynbery.
e, In passing sentence, the
Iseak Ryvklicf, 21. and magistrate said that it was
his brother lgsaan, 27, @ “erious charge but the
hoth of Park Road Wyp- C0urt toisk into considers-
herg, were convicted in L“'I'l'." timm that it was their first
Wynberg Magistrate conviction. |
Court on a charge of mali- ”_“' h“"h"""_“l‘"‘ arres-
clous damage to property, 16d in July this year and

They baoth pleaded guil- held at Victor Verster pri-
son for 14 davs before

making their first appea-
rance in coart.

While in detention, hoth
lost their jobs at a vachi
fitting firm in Borgvlict.

Ashley Forbes was de-
tained in May this vear
and is currently heing held
in terms of Section 29 of
the Internal Scewrity Act.

Forhes, 22, a student at
the University of the Wies-
tern Cape, 5 also from
Park Road Wynberg.

Iy.

DRAGON GAS

2 VENTURA MATROOSFONTEIN
STOCKISTS OF LP GAS

‘Vanguard Drive,
Athlone

FOR REFILLS Published by
ELECTRICAL HARDWARE Grassroots
GAS SPARE College Road,

PHONE: 932-1950

‘Rylands Estate.
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MARKET

“the poor vor man’s friend”

“NOBODY BEATS
POPPY’S PRICES”




Roger Links of Battswood (left) heads the ball away In the final match of the league against Norway Parks
earlier this month. The maich was played at Turfhall Park and ended in a 1-1 draw. Battswood won the
Virginia Premier League trophy for the third year in sucession at the beginning of October. Battswood
triumph came only a week after the club won the South African Soccer Federations National inter-club

championship. They beat Blackpool of Port Elizabeth 4-2 in extra time.
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CRICKET'S WORLD CUP UNDERWAY

CRICKET's World Cup
is underway in India
and Pakistan., The
world's great teams face
each other in a series of
60-over matches, The
1987 tournament is
particularly  exciting,
because it is difficult to
pick a clear favourite.
The West Indies have
dominated world cri-
cket for many years,
but most of their great

side have retired, While

veterans like Viv Rich-|

ards and Desmond Hay-
nes still take the field,
the Windies will miss,

Gordon Greenidge and|

the Marshall-Roberts-
Holding-Garner  pace
attack. They have been
replaced by inexperien-
ced but talented young-

sters, and the blistering|
pace of Patterson and
Walsh will send stumps|

Bellmore Avenue
ATHLONE
Phone : 6378680

SPECIAL: TUNE UP R39,95

Includes plugs and condensors

OW ALSO ELECTRIC WHEEL

BALANCING R3,50 per wheel

DPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK &30am - 10p

COMPLETE TYRE SERVICE ]
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tumbling. While they
may produce some
memorable performan-
ces, the West Indies are
not the side they were
EVEN & Vear ago.

The Australians have
improved since losing
to England earlier this
year., They have a
powerful batting line
with Dean Jones
looking set to establish
himself as the world’s

best at number three.
The Australians bowl-
ing i their weakness,
and they may fail to get
the better of the better
batting sides.

England’s form has
slumped, and they were
recently trounced at
home byPakistan, While
their batting 15 solid,
they too suffer from a
lack of frontline pace-
bowlers. Without the

AURICE’S SECRETARIAL COLLEGE
OPEN FOR 1988 ENROLMENTS

EARLY ENROLMENT ESSENTIAL
(DAY AMD EVENING CLASSES)

Write to The Sectretary, P.O. Box 18034

Wynberg 7824 or Phone: 77-9123/4

ADULT LEARNING PROJECT
TWO FULL-TIME VACANCIES

Apply to A.L.P., 4 Astiey Street, Mowbray.
Tel.: 685-3330 before 30th November 1987

REQUIREMENTS

Adult learning project has 2 full-time vacan-
cies for English and Afrikaans organisers
with energy an initiative to work consistently
in the Western Cape area.

# Ability to organise and teach adulits
® Ability to communitcate in Xhosa, English

and Afrikaans.

@ Ability to develop teaching materials and
run training programmes for teachers.
#® Linderstanding of community and worker

organisations.
® Driver's licence

once brilliant all-round-
er lan Botham, it is
difficult to rate their
chances.

BRILLIANT

Brilliant all-rounders
who can furn a game
with bat or ball often
make the difference in
one-day cricket, As
England suffer without
Botham, so should New
Zealand's chances
diminish without the
great Richard Hadlee.

Particularly with a
home-ground advan-
tage, the favourites
must be India and Paki-
stan. Imdia’s Sunil
Gavaskar has scored
more test centuries
than any batsman ever,
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Pupils show keen
interest in chess

CHESS is developing fast
as a code of sport and
there is a growing interest
in the game amongst pu-
pils in the Western Cape.

This was evident dur-
ing the Western Province
Primary School Sports
Board's Winter Codes
Tournament held at the
end of September.

More than 120 primary
school pupils participated
in the three-day tourna-
ment held at the Thorn-
ton Road Primary School
in Athlone,

The voungest player at
the tourmmament Rushd
Gasant from Athlone
Umion was only 6=years-
old,

The toumament was
eventually won by Ashley
Cleophas of Steenberg
Umion, with Peter Small

of Athlone Umon and
Faaidiel Williams of Salt
River Union taking sec-
omnd and third places res-
pectively,

The tourmament was
very well-organised and
the chess was of a high
standard.

The tremendous effor
put in by a number of
teachers wias rewarded by
the players enthusiasm
and the talent exhibited.

Next years' tournament
holds much promise in
view of the fact that more
and more unions are cae-
ring for chess as a code of
sport.

The 1987 Wﬁlcm Pro-
vince Senior School
Sports Board tourmament
will also be held in Ath-
lone as i wall be the
Athlone umions 3th an-
MIVErSary.

We need to
honour our

Dear Grassroots

I wish to respond to a
letter which appeared
in volume 8 No. 7
where the comrade
expressed some fears or
doubts about teams
being named after our
leaders. Well I share the
sentiments of the com-
rade but regret to say
that he had approached
this with a narrow-
minded perspective.
Firstly, 1 wish to in-
form the comrade that
the enemy has kept our
leaders behind bars and
our organisations are
restricted to call for
their release.

As one way of rais-
ing the morale of our
leaders in prison, we
need to honour them
with everlasting incen-
tives. | agree with your
suggestion to name the
tournaments after our
leaders but 1 have a
serious problem with
that because you are
opening up a loophole

TEDDY'S JOINT RESTAURANT
OPEN TILL LATE LOW PRICES
Zone 7 No. 53 LANGA Tel.: 53-62I19

F#HBU!EEHS ¢ PICKLE FISH » CHICKEN

IECES » EGGS » FRIED LIVER » CURRY & RICE
® FRIED FISH » HOT DOGS

SIBENYA CASH STORE

31 Bursga Avenue, Langa

EASY GAS R6,00

PARRAFIN 30c per bottle
5 Litres of Parrafin R2,10

We also stock Groceries
Mgamaxabiso Aphantsi

for opportunitists like
Cyril Kobus and other
dummies in the NSL to
hijack our efforts claim-
ing to be progressive
e.g. Many people were
under the mistaken be-
lief that NSL represent
our sportspersons in the
S.A. sports _moyement
when they signed the
advertisement organised
by the UDF. We say to
these people, we are
not going to be fooled
by your reformist and
lip services that you
cheat us with. We re-
gard you as part and
parcel of the system be-
cause of the very nature
of your practises of
multiracialism which is
a serious form of racism
which divides the peo-
ple of this country. To
the people of S.A. we
say, SACOS is the only
sportsmovement which
represents  Sporisper-
sons inside the country.
Responding to the fears
about our National
figures taking sides,
First and foremost
kicking the ball is not
the first priority for
progressive people. The
most important thing is
the realization of our
purpose for forming the
sports clubs, These two
clubs form the basis to
give direction to other
sports clubs to wutilise
their talent for the
benefit of the majority
of the country who, be-
cause of the colour of
their skin, could not
represent their country
effectively. Are we
playing sport to keep
time going or is it be-
cause sport contributes
to our vision of a future
non<acial and demo-
cratic South Africa?
Yours in struggle
Public Relations

Officer

(Oscar Mpeta United)



