weekend.

The township of Sharpville
became a symbaol of oppression
brutality on 21
March, 1960, when police
opened fire on a peaceful anti-
pass demonstration. Sixty-nine
people were killed, many of

and polic

them shot in the back,

The Sharpville killings, and
the State of Emergency which

WHILE the coming elec-
tuon on May 6 is widely
discussed in the white
community, black com-
munities are wondering
what the excitement is all
about. While hundreds of
people are stll in deten-
tion and troops still occu-
py the townships, people
know that the election is
not going to change any-
thing.

The United Democra-
tic Front has released a
major policy document
on the coming eclections.
They regard the elections
as a ume-wasting block-
ade in the way of the real
challenges which our
country should be facing

“The elections and its
participating parties offer
noe real solunons o the
hundreds of South Afri-
cans who are excluded
from their right to govern.
As long as they are there
will continue to be con-
flict,” the UDF said.

“The Mationalists and
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Students with banners march around the campus al the University of the Western Clﬁe Il"l:er-I Sharpeville
comemmoration meeling held on Friday 20 March.

‘WE'LL NEVER FORGET

THOUSANDS of people
throughout South Africa and
the world commemorated the
2Tth anniversary of the
Sharpville massacre on the

‘The shooling did nol
stop until there was no
living thing in the huge
compound in front of the
police station.’
. e |
followed, led the ANC 1o form
Umkhonto we Sizwe, and take
Up arms agans
African government. On the
25th anniversary of Sharpville,
the bloody scene was repeated
when police opened fire on a
funeral in Uienhage, killing
INJUring many

the

N
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Mectings commemorating tonal Anthem.
Sharpeville were banned in the
Western Cape on the weekend.
But UWC held a meeting be-
fore the ban, attracting a

crovwd of over 2 500,

‘THE dead and injured
were sfrewn all over. Bo-
dies lay in grolesque posi-
tions’,
Y I e s TP
And at the “Champs of
Champs™ schools athletics
meetings on March 21, 15 000
school students were addressed
on the significance of Sharpe-
ville. They then sang the Na-

EArages.,

South

goods.

Lourism,

So what's all the
excitement about?

all those who participate
in the apartheid elections
have no long term visions
for a peaceful and pro-
ductive South Afnca.”

“The National Party
has only offered and wall
only offer, war and vio-
lence. ™

The UDF said the situ-
ation will still be the same
on May 7, give or take a
few seats,

“We say the only solu-
tion for South Africa lies
IN ONE Person, one vole in
a united country.”

“What's all the excite-
ment abouwt™ Dr Allan
Bocsak asked a lunchtime
crowd at 5t Georges Ca-
thedral earlier this month.

“While the elections
are discussed in almost
every while home throu-
ghout the country, il is

ts
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In London, the Anti-Apart-
heid Movement (AAM) held
pickets outside a supermarket
selling South African goods,
and also outside Shell petrol

The manager of the super-
market was presented with a
petition with thousands of sig-
natures rejecting the sale of SA

And on Saturday, a picket
was organised outside the Sou-
th African Airways offices in
protest against South African

ignored in the black com-
miumty,” he sad.

“How can we talk a-
bout a white election at
dhis stage in our history.
It 5 dangerous 1o think
that white people alone

can make fundamental
decisions which affect all
of us.”

“How can we discuss
an clections while there is
a State of Emergency in
our country, while people

are in prison and while
death squads are killing
our children™*

“lI hope that as the
elections draw near
whites will take these real-
ities into account.”

ST T TR ETRRRERTR R TR

Choose

L T T T T TR E R T T
a3

g

MBB: i
L TR T T T T TR TR T T R T AT T T T I =

your |eaders

WE would like to hear from our readers who your would choose fo lead
our country if you had the vole!
Send your ‘vole® to GRASSROOTS, P.O. Box 1161, Cape Town.

The people | would like to lead my country are:

.....................................................................................
..............

Area of
residence
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A National organisation
‘or democratic lawyers
will be launched in Dur-
pan on 25 and 26 April.

The date and venue for
the launching was unani-
mously agreed on at a

g of the Steering

Committee set up o or-
ganise the launch.

The committee met in
Port Elizabeth eardier this
month,

National body for lawyers

"The adoption of a co
stitution, the formulation
of policy and the election
of officials will be
main points on the Age
da.

Lawyers from all ove
the country will gather at
the launch and are expec
ted to issue statements on
major legal problems
such as detentions and
the state of Emergency.

Released from |sland

A wel]-tmun South Afri- cassettes and transcripts of
can journalist and a former (heir conversations.

clerk were released earier
this month from Robben
Island after serving a seven
year sentence.

Thamie Mkhwanazi
who was reporter with The
World, Weekend World
and the now defuni Post
and Jerry Majatladi, for-
merly a clerk with the
Department of Informa-
tion are both from Atte-
ridgeville in Pretoria.

Both were detained in
1979 and convicted of ter-
rorism and conspiracy in
1980,

Thami told Grassroots
that their trial which lasted
for four months ' in the
Pretoria Regional Court
consisted of evidence of

Both Thami and Jerry
were granted leave to ap-
peal but both lost their
appeals.

“Dn Robben Isdland we
had contact with Melson
Mandela before he and the
othér comrades vwere Drans-
ferred to Pollsmoor prison.
(zovan Mbeki- and Elias
Motsoaledi were with us
until we were released.”
said Thami.

Thami who was an exe-
cutive member of the Wri-
ters Association of South
Africa at the time of his
arrest said he was prepar-
ed 1o join any organisation
that believed in the Free-
dom Charter.

MAY DAY CONTROVERSY

THE State President’s de-
cision t0 have the firsi
| Friday in May declared a
public holiday is indeed a
strange one.

For vears workers have
struggled to have May 1
\declared a holiday, Last
year, more than 1.5 million
workers stayed away from
work unofficially declaring
(May 1 a public holiday.

PW Botha’s decision
has sparked off a contro-
versy in the trade union
movement. The Congress
of South African Trade

Botha had acted undemo-
cratically, and was under-
mining their demand to
have May 1 declared a
paid public holiday.

They were also dissatis-
fied with the name given to
the holiday - Workers Day
- which they said should be
called Labour Day,

Cosatu vowed to conti-
nue s struggle o get
Labour Day recognized.

They already have
members in several plants
in agreement with emplo-
vers to have May | regard-

Unions (Cosatu) said Mr ed as a EH holiday.
STILL INDETENTION

Grassroots member John Neels was detained at
his parents home in Grassy Park last month and is
being held under section 29 of the Internal
Security Act. John is a student at UWC.
Another student also detained under Section 29
of the Internal Security Act was Melvin Fourie

shortly after Mr. Neels.

Other UWC students still in detention are Leslie
Maasdorp, Valentine Senkhane and Russel Mc

Gregor.
Among the more than

100 detainees still held at

Victor Verster are UDF executive members Trevor
Manuel, Zoli Malindi, Christmas Tito and Wilfred
Rhodes, Noma-Indie Mieketo of the United
Womens Congress, Noel Williams, chairperson of
the Atlantis Residents Association, Rose Sonto,
former Cayco president and Sinton school
teachers Nabiel and Dehran Swart.

No leave

to appea

for former Wynberg

pupils

AN application by 8 youth convicted of public violence
for leave to appeal 1o the Appelate division in Bloem-
fontein has been rejected in the Cape TowrrSupreme

Court.

In a final attempt to avoid going to prison, attormeys
for the youth are to petition the Chief Justice.

Wayne Jordaan, 18, formerly of Wynberg Senior
Secondary faces three years in prison. The others all
have a one-year sentence hanging over their heads.

They are, Julian Stubbs, Dee Dicks, Venecia de
Klerk, Nasir Masoet, Ehsan Amlay and Showkit

Enous, all I8,

Ansaal Mohammed, 18 was acquitted at the end of
the appeal in the Cape Town Supreme Court.

A 15-year-old girl, who cannot be named was given a
posiponed sentence after the initial trial in the Wynberg

Regional Court,
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Miners adopt

Freedom Charter

THE 360 000 strong na-
tipnal Union of Minework-
ers (NUM) held its fifth
annual general meeting re-
cently with workers from
mines all over the country
coming together to discuss
the matters alfecting their
lives.

One of the most impor-
iani developmeni al the
Congress was a resolulion
by the more than 750 dele-
gales present (o endorse
the Freedom Charter.

The Charter was drawn
up ai the Congress of the
people in Klipiown on June
26 1955,

Speakers at the Cong-
ress included Mrs Winnie
Mandela, wife of ANC
leader and NLUW  honoe-
oury president Melson
Mandela, Cosatu Secre-
tary Jay Maidoo, and L'DF

publicity secretary Mur-
phy Morobe.

Jay Naidoo said in his
address that apartheid is
the mosi brutal form of
capitalism and that the
bosses in Sowth Africa
have for decades fed oll
the fruits of the apartheid

L,

He continued: “Todav
seven companies own 88
percent of the Johannes-
burg Stock Exchange who
extract massive profiis
from the ruthless exploita-
tion of Black workers.

What have black mine-
workers gained from this,
45 O dead in the dark
dungeons undergronnd
thousands more dying of
disease and maimed by
fnjury, the migrant laboar
and soul destroying hostels
that have broken Hp the

Samily life and social fab-
ric af millions of our peop-
le in Southern Afvica, pov-
erty and starvation for
themselves and their fami-

lies,

“We have seen inten-
sified attacks apainst o
from our enemies and their
allies. On the mines tribal
fighting provoked by owr
enemies is wsed to break
our wnily and power,”

The Kinross disaster
wat for us last wvear a
bloody reminder that the
minechosses put profits be-
fore workers lives, The
Mum has subsequently led
the struggle for workers
conirol over health and
safety, paving the way lor
the only real protection for
millions of workers in
South Africa.”
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The Western Cape Secretary of Sarhwu, Dennis Makati opens a press conference earlier this
month. Sarhwu executive members listen attentively.

Thousands of railway workers join Sarhwu

STAFF ASSOCIATION
ON THE WRONG TRACK

Court

OUDTSHOORN police-
men involved in the fatal
shooting of three Bhon-
golethu children in June
1985, demied in the Geor-
ge Regional Court that
they had planted any pet-
rol bombs near their bo-
dies,

This was part of the
evidence heard earlier this
month in the trial of
Humphrey Joseph, and
Msukisi Moo, both from
Oudishoorn.

Mr Joseph, former or-
ganiser for the Saamstaan
Comimuminy newsletter
and Mr Moo a member
of the Bhongolethu Civic
Association are charged
in terms of Section 27(b)
of the Police Act,

It 15 alleged that they
publshed untruths aboun
the police and their ac-
tons. Mr Mood was dis-
charged at the end of the
state case as none of the
evidence implicated him
in the act of publishing.

The charge anses from
a front page article in the

told of shootingin

Oudsthoorn
township

July 1985 edition of
Saamstaan about the kill-
ing of three children, Fe-
Ak Haase, 14, Andile
Majola, 13, and Patrick
Madikane, 14 who were
shot by police on June 17
1985,

The newspaper Wwas
handed in as an exhibit in
court, Sections of the re-
port reads: “Three voung
boys of Bhongolethu died
cold-bloodedly at  the
hands of the South Afn-
can police on 17 June
1985,

The shooting ook
place at the home of a
black security policeman,
Mngoma. As evewilnesses
said: People believed Mn-
Eoma's house was empiy.
Another boy with a red
jersey went to the front

door

The next munute |
heard a shot going off
and had to change my
position immediately.

Shots were fired conti-
nuously, When [ returned
to my original position, |
saw a little boy lying near
the gate. | saw a girl craw-
ling across the road.

The next moment, po-
licemen came out of the
house, Ung policeman
continued firing at the
crovnd

One of the policemen
brought a holder with
petrol from the house and
threw it in a Fanta botile.
He then put in mear the
body of the one child.”

The policemen in their
evidence denied what was
stated in the newspaper

report. They said they
had acted in seli-defence
after a crowd attacked the
township house that they
were guarding

The policemen testified
that one of the vouths
had sprinkled petrol on 1o
the carpet of the house
The other one had ma-
ches on lum and in order
Lo stop him from ﬁ.tnh;mg:-
the match, the policeman
in charge shot the child

The other two children
were shot in the process
of fighting the crowd
which had gathered out-
side the house, the polce-
men testificd,

The policemen together
with other men were busy
moving the furniture of
the black security police-
man who was unable 1o
live in the township.

Mr Joseph said he had
no cause 1o disbelieve the
account given to him by

the evewitness, Mr Msu-
kizi Mooi.

The magistrate will
deliver judgement on,
April 7.
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RAILWAY workers counirywide have
joined the South African Railways and
Harbour Workers umion (Sarhwu) in
iheir thousands and it is expected that
many maore will seek membership of the
recently revived unmion,

It is believed that more than 4 000
railway workers resigned from the South
African Tramsport services” Staff Asso-
ciation in a period of only five months
and joined Sarhwu.

Sarbwu, an affiliate of the Congress
of South Alrican Trade Unions {Cosalu)
and the United Democratic Fromt
(UDF), siarated a campaign o increase
its membership at the unions” launching
congress in October last vear,

[he union’s national vice-president,
M Mrawusi explained at a recent press
conference: “Alter resolutions were tak-
en in October, workers went around
explaining about the siall association.
Many workers resigned from the stafl
associgtion. Forms with their signatures
were send to the head office in Johmnmes-
burg.

However, police raided the offices and
many forms were nof returned. The
process was started again. The names
are going in today.”

In Cape Town, 600 workers resigned
from the Staff Assoctation. The majority
of workers who resigned and joined up
with Sarhwu are from Transvaal region.

Another Sarhwu official said the
campaign was not ending until the last
worker resigned from the stall associa-
tion. Sarkwu ollicials claim that the idea
of the stafl association did not come
from the workers. It came from the
emplovers, who appointed the olfficials,
They said there were separaie stafl
associations for Indian, Coloured, Afri-
can and white workers.

“Sarhwu wanis to unite all railway
workers,” they said. Chairperson Mr G
Cube sald that the Stall Association did
mat act in the interest of the workers. “1
found no reason why 1 shouwld stay
there,” he said. 1 felt I should join the
other workers in their struggle,”

Mr Mrawusi said that he must polml
out that the struggle was not against the
Stall Association. “The Stafl Associa-
tion is in our wav. We wani to gel them
out of the way and face the emplovers.”

#® A spokesperson for Sarhwu told
Grassroots that the Stall Association
refused to accept the forms containing
the signatures of 600 Cape Town
workers.

—

A railway worker adds his name to
the long list of workers who have
resigned from the staff association.

N
Priests slam

Saunders

ARCHRBISHOP George Daniels of Pre-
toria and Professor Brian Gaybba of
LIMISA were among a group of theolo-
gians who slammed the nomination of
CHT Saunders for an award for his
controversial documentary on Libera-
tion Theology and SABC Telivision last
year,
Mr Saunders has been nominaied Tor
an “Angel” award by a North American
religious broadcasting body.

A statement by the theologians reads:
“The so-called documentary produced
by CRIT Saunders on Liberation theolo-
gy merits no comment, only contempt.

However, as it has been pul forward
as a serious contender for merit awards
and as it s undoubtedly the only
knowledpe many South Africans will
have of Liberation Theology, we must
point out its character as a hiased
presentation of a theology that the
South African Government and the
SABC obviously wish to discredii.

The theologians referred to the pro-
gramme's “disgusting absence of objec-
tivity™ as well as “its blatani manipula-

ilon of viewers minds"”. l
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‘We're with

you

all

the way’

“WE are verv heartsore
about our son's situation
but every time we wvisit
him in gl we tell him:
“We are with you all the
way Ceal”

These are the words of
Mr Jacob Esau of War-
cester whose son Ceal s
awarting tral on charges
of terronsm and further-
ing the aims of the Aln-
can Natonal Congress

Cecll was detained in
Aprl last vear, and held
in solitary confinement
until he was charged n
Cictober

“For seven months we
couldn’t visit our son, We
weren'l even old where
he was being held,” Mr
Esau said.

“Why did they have 1o
keep him that long? IF the
police had a case against
him, surely they could
have charged him ezrier.

“Cecll 15 very dear 1o
his maother. Ever since he
had polio as a child, she
has treated him different-
Iy from our other chikd-
rem. She is closest vo im™.

Both Mr Esau, 67, and

his wife Mana, 73, suffer
from ill-health. Both are
pensioners and find it dif-
ficult to afford the expen-
s¢ of coming to Cape
Town twice a week 1o
wvisit their son.

“We attended his trial
in Hermanus once, and
had to hire a car (o get us
there. That cost more
than R50," Mr Esau said.

“*Our daughter June,
who lives in Cape Town,
comes to fetch us some-
times to visit Cecil at Poll-
smoor. Bul we don't see
him as often as we would
ke to™.

High Spirits

“We were very pleased
to see that Cecil's spirit is
s0 high inside the jail. He
may be week physically
but his character is very
strong"”.

The Esau’s are finding
it difficult to cope alone
with the stress of having a
son in detention.

“A few people from the
Detainees Parents Sup-
port Cammittee came 10
visit a few times, and the

Cnsis Centre in Wynberg
gave us financial support
Of One oocasion,”

“We are not asking for
people 1o help us, as we
must carry this burden
alone, but we would ap-
preciate it if someone
could help us get 1o Polls-
moor more regulary o
visit Cecil

“All this worry 5 nol
very pood for my wale.
Every tme she talks a-
bout Cecl she gets so
upset that she has 1o be
down for a while, 1 am
also a bit ‘inmekaar’,™ Mr
Esau smd.

Mr Esau’s dawghicr
June, sd she would do
whatever she could 1o
support Cecll and the 14
other accused.

“For more than six
maonths we had no con-
tact with our loved ones,
since they were taken a-
WiV in -";111:i. last wear.

“When we saw them
for the [irst nme we coubd
see they were in good
spints but still we worry
ghout them.

“*Mow we hear that
they are on a hunger
sirike. This makes us
WOITY CVEN MOTe, but we
stll stand by them until

they win their demands.”™

CAROL - ONLY 18
BUT A VETERAN

OF STRUGGLE

THE contribution made
by our youth in the strug-
gle 15 immeasurable,
Thousands of young peo-
ple are involved in organi-
satiogs and have bome
the brunt of State re-
Pression.

One such person is Ca-
rol Moses, an 1B vear old
member of the Brnghton
Youth Congress in Dudi-
shoom.

Carol has been detain-
¢d four times in the past
four vears, and charged
three umes with atten-
ding illegal gathenings
She was only 14 vears old
when she went on trial for
the first time.

She joined the student
committee at Brighton
High in 1983, after atien-
ding a meeting at the
school, where she heard
of Nelsom Mandela for
the first nme.

"When [ heard how
long he had been on
Robben Island, it inspired
me (o get involved,” she
said.

Carol was active in Co-
sas, the banned Congress
of South Afncan Stu-
dents, and became invol-
ved i the anii-cleciion
campaign,

"We organised a joint
programme with all the
schools in Oudtshoom
and we were on our way

1o the meeting when [ was
detained for the first ime,

“From the cells of the
police stabon we could
hear the students singing
outside, and that kept me
strong.”

Carol was found guilty
and given a five-vear sus-
pended sentence.

Between 1983 and 1986
she became myvolved in
the UDF, the Oudts-
hoorn Resource and Ad-
vice Centre, the Women's
Co-op, the Huurders Ak-
sie Committes and work-
ed on the community
nEwWspaAper Saamstaan.

Dunng those yvears she
was detained three times,
and was held for two
weeks on Iwo OCCasions.

“The longest | was held
was dunng the last State
of Emergency. They kept
me f[or eight months.”

Carol was detained on
June 11 1986 and kept for
iwo months al a police
station 1 De Rust and
then transferred to Geor-
gc Prison.

*“I was kept alone for
the entire eight months,”
she said.

During that ome she
went on hunger sinkes. [t
was the only way [ could
win any demands inside
the prison. After the last
hunger stnke they gave
me videos every weekend
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ON Thursday March 12
South Africans from all
walks of life fasted from
SUNMse 0 gneet 10 cOom-
memorate Mational De-
tainees Day.

Almost 30 000 people
have been detained since

| the beginning of the se-

cond State of Emergency
- more than 82 people a

day.
The Repression Moni-
toring Group,. which

|

keeps totals of people in
detention said a “conser-
vative cstimate™ of the
number of detainees was

28 471.

Crgamsations through-
out Cape Town organis-
ed meetings around Na-
tional Detainees Day af-
ter 16 organisauons, in-
cluding the UDF, called
on the public to com-
memorate the day.

4 000 students atten-

ded meeungs at the Uni-
versity of Cape Town
and the University of the
Western Cape to protest
against detention with-
out tnal.

In Bontecheuwel, Dr
Allan Boesak and Shei-
kh Mazeem Mohammed
addressed more than
2 00 people and called
“for the end to the system
of detention without
irnal.

ES DAY ... NATIONAL DETAINEES DAY
‘ LA

El

en clearly show their solidarity with detainees at the National Detainees Day rally
held in Bonteheuwel on March 15. Close to 3 000 people attended the rally.

DETENTIONS
HIGHLIGHTED

But the anguish and
trauma of detention stll
continues,

Mr Nabil Swart depu-
ty principal at Alexander
Sinton Secondary and
hiz= son Dehran were re-
fused permission to at-
tend their brother and
uncle Edwin Swart's fu-
neral on Saturday March
14.

More than 100 detain-
eez a4l Victor Verster

and allowed me 1o write
matnc in prison,”

Carol passed matric
and is now studving at
Khanya College in Cape
Town where she s doing
Sociology and Economics

*1 want 1o find out how
capitalism works. [ want
1o know how people are
exploited and why there is
0 much poverty in this
country,” she said.

“Being detained has
not (rightened me. | am
now even more determin-
ed to continue the fight
for a democratic South
Afnca,”

S

The reverend Chris Nissen addresses students at the University of
Cape Town at a Detainees Day rally organised by the South African
National Students Congress (Sansco) and the MNational Union of

South African Students Il'hluuli

went on a hunger strike
for more than two weeks
in protest against their
continuwed detention.
Families of the detain-
ecs on hunger strike held
a vigil on March 6 1o
show their concern

Mr Roseberry Sonto,
former president of the
Cape Youth Congress,
was also detained under
the Emergency regula-
tions.

A member of the
Grassroots team, John
Neels, a UWC student
Melvyn Fourne and Miss
Janap Fadal of Belgra-
via Estate were detained
under Section 29

Children feel their parents pain

PRESCHOOL children are badly affected by
the detention of their parents, a University of
Cape Town study has found.

Psychology honours student Mr Donald
skinner interviewed parents and guardians of
19 preschool children and told of the effects
of the detention of their parenis:

One little girl watched her father being
assaulted in their home and saw him bleeding.
She continually asked if her daddy’s wound
was going (o heal.

One child was woken up at 2am and
quesioned by security policemen about his
father’s activiies. He had nightmares for
weeks and refused 1o leave the home.

A lhittle boy ran into his house and hid
whenever he saw members of the security
forces,

Four children, from different homes, shar-

ed a similar nightmare involving a tall, dark
man standing over their bed or coming
toward their beds.

Four children insisted that their parenis
were dead

A child of a detainee who was still being
held after 92 days refused 1o allow any object
of his fathers clothing 1o be touched or
packed away.

A little girl of three became obsessive about
studying and doing homework so as to avoid
being detained.

Mr Skinner concluded after his study that
preschool children expenenced high levels of
emotional problems following the detention
of a parent.

“These problems are particularly related to
separation anxety and fear™. Other conse-
quences included physical problems, aggres-

sion, bedwetting and developmental prob-
lems,” the research report stated.

Most of the children developed fears and
phobias.

“Most of them were directed at the state
sccunty forces and other things associated
with detention, such as loud knocking or
while people,” Mr Skinner said.

“Most of the children suffered from night-
mares about detention.

“some of them dreami up well thought out
plans 1o get back at 'P.W.” and the police.

“Most of them had very little idea of what
a prison looked like, and visions of the place
where their parent was being held ranged
from small, dark rooms to dark vicious
Junghes.™

Many of the children clung to their parents
and did not want to be left alone
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Bonteheuwel:

“THE whole society
should praise the State
President. He has brou-
ght them something good
It & no longer necessary
for people to take the
wrong way or (o become
radical”™.

This is what Major
Kotze, chair of a local
JMC structure in Bonte-
heuwel, said about the
“reforms™ initiated by the

JMC’s. But the people of

Bonteheuwel do not agree

“Firstly, these reforms
are meaningless™ a Bonte-
heuwel resident said. “'We
have people living in cars

and chicken hoks because
of the housing crisis. They
they come and fix up a
few roads, and think the
people arc going to be
satisfied with this.

“Secondly, the JMC's
are, not there to help the
people. They are concer-
ned only with controlling
us, and destroying demo-
cratic organisation. They
only give us a few mean-
ingless reforms because
they think this will keep
the people happy and
stop resistance™.

The Bonteheuwel or-
ganisations became aware

of the JMC structure in
the area last year, when a
teacher was asked to go
to a meeting. He was not
informed as to the nature
of the meeting.

At the meeting, he
found a Staton Com-
mander of Bishop Lawvis
police station (Major
Kotze), several school
principals, security police,
businessmen, and the lo-
cal Labour Pamy- MP.,
Pat Mckenzie.

The teacher said that
the meeting was shown
videos of local schools,
and was warned about so-

called “ANC nesis™ in the
area. Pnncipals were ask-
ed to report any gnevan-
ces at the schools which
coild lead o
He said that the meeting
also claimed it was going
to “break the back ol
resistance” in the areca.
. One of the ways it tried
to do this was by setting
up a mobile police unit in
Bonteheuwel. It also set
up 24-hour police pres-
cence at some of the
schools.

In addition, the JMC
started a process of up-
grading some of the

“unrest”,

sports and recreational
facilities,

The Bontcheuwel Ad-
vice office saud that there
had also been an attempt
to evict them from their
oflice.

“We received a letter
from the Director of
Housing, Mrs Mulder.
She said that Pat Mac-
kenzie and the police had
written to her, claiming
that “all the unrest was
planned from the advice
office™ and she should
evict us. However, she
refused to evict us be-
cause we were  well-be-

haved tennanis and we
paid our rent,” Office
workers told Grassroots.

“The Labour Party has
claimed this upgrading as
their victory, But we
know the Labour Party
means nothing in the area
They have never done
anything for the people,
and the people did no
elect them in the first
place.

“The governmeni 15
only implementing re-
forms now because of the
struggles of our organisa-
lans oOver “I-I." YCHTS.

“But we are not soked
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‘JMC’s don’t fool us’

by these reforms. They
cannot address the real
grievances, such as lack ol
housing, unemployment,
lack of the right to choose
our own leaders, police
repression, detentions
and the whole apartheid
System.

“The JMC's 5 a despe-
rate attempl to break our
unity and spint. They
haven't succeeded, and
they won't succeed. The
people are not idiots who
can be manipulated like
sheep” a Bonteheuwel re-
sident said.

APARTHEID’S SECRET

Recat more i o g o o We'll try anything
to stop protest’

shadowy ‘National Security Management
System’. GRASSROOTS looks at some
aspects of the NSMS.

To prevent (a) crisis,
you will find the ar-
my, the police, and
the JMC will co-ope-
rite" - SSC member.

IT was a dark night in the &

country of Sad Aphnkah.

A group of men sat a- M

round, talking in low voi-
ces, writing notes, lapping

their fingers, They were ; .
" name of the ﬂm is
LCONTROL .

dreaming up a plot w0
keep the people of their
country enslaved.

“The army and police
need more control™ insis-
ted General Mal Man.
“They are the only ones
who know how to control
the people™.

“True. But we can't
just use repression,” said
the Leader, Botter, who
was quite a clever chap.

“We need to make people o '

believe we care about
their problems. We need
to give them a few things -

a new lennis count here, S8

and electnc hght there -

not much, but enough Lo _,.'5

keep them happy”.
“We also need to pro-

mote our little dummy B

organisations, like the

Laboured Party, and the
mismanagement commit-
tees,” a junior officer said
“They are rather useless,
and the people don’t seem
to believe in them. We
must do something to
make them more attrac-

w
urglnlntlnm

control . .

- \'M pmnwtlﬂuuhm- Par-
i ty and management com-
i mittees.

ekt B
“ 3

L]

|

tive to the people - with-
out giving them any real
power of course™ - he
added hastily, séeing the
others glare at ham.
“And we must find

wayvs of breaking this so-
called United Democratic

:; nessmen, soclal workers .
anyone whn will help us.

e mlim! information on’ \

—

f— o =

Fromt™ grumbled Mal
Man. *Itis nduculous the
Way CVETYONE Supports il
It must be siopped”™.,

The men talked and
talked about this difficult
task. But at last they
came up with a master

¢ We are usually led by |
army and pnllcu
—

Wa Im reforms to try
and stop people protesting.

SUPERMARKET
RYLANDS

klipfontein road, rylands estate athlone 7764

Tel.: 633-3316
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A, trouble.

plnn - a plan that would
co-ordinate all these acti-
vities from the govemn-
ment nght down 1o every
litthe town and village.
And so the National Sec-

urity System, and its sub-
commiitiees the Joint

Manipulation Councils
(JMC's), were born . . .

Sounds Like a science
fiction story? Perhaps.
But it is not very dif-
ferent to the story of the
real JMC’s and MNational
Secunty Management
System (NSMS).

The NSMS 15 a huge,
complicated network cre-
ated by the South Afncan
government in a despe-
raie atitempt Lo stop the
growing resistance of the
people.

Before the NSMS, the
government used repres-
sion and reform to cont-
rol people, but the dil-
ferent departments work-
ed separately. The N5M5
meant that all the act-
vities of government de-
partments could be co-
ordinated in a united ef-

R

We tell the police and army +"I; "ﬁ
| when there's going to be

i ‘_1_ : |® Legal action against those who had'nt paid -
Lk Menants who were seen as “instigators™ of the boyoott.
#£v-0® Encouraging employers to co-operate, and if possible
-..F deduct rent from the workers pay.

Establishing police stations in each area to monitor and

orl 10 weaken the peop-
le's orgamisalions.

The whole network is
shady and secretive. It is
not accountable 1o formal
Eﬂh‘tmm:ﬂl siructures,
and it is not clear just
what its powers are or
who serves on the diffe-
rent structures.

At the head of the
MNSMS is the State Secu-
nty Council, the 35C.
This i chaired by the
State President, and in-
cludes the Mimsters of
Defence, Justice, Police
and other ministers.

Then there is the Work
Commuitee of the S5C,
the interdeparimental
commuttees, the Joam
Management Centres
(JMC") and the Sub-
JMC's and mini-JMCs.

There are presently
plus minus 11 JMC's, 60
sub-JMCs, and 448 mini-
JMC s, Every JMC struc-
fure has three commit-
tees - the Joint Inmoel-
ligence committee (GlK-
Kom), which gathers in-
farmation:

the political,

THE following example, described by researcher James
Selfe, shows how the JMC's work:

“The JMCs believed that the Atlantis Residents’
Association (ARA) was creating a ‘revolutionary climaie’
in Atlantis. They therefore decided to organise a counter

strategy.

They organised food parcels for the hungry, and soccer
tours. The communications committee organised pamp-
wd Jlets and newspaper articles, promoting the managment

; Jcommittee and discrediting the ARA. And the PES Kom
made sure thai the management commitice took the
" §credit for the food parcels and soccer tours.™
s In addition, the GIK-kom would have collected

information on individuals involved in organising the
ARA. This information probably led to the detention of
several ARA organisers. j

The JMC's have been involved in thousands of other
operations. A major operation was the attempt to break
the nation-wide rent boycott kate last vear.

This operation included:

ppress political activity,

ay rent.

coonormic and social com-
mittee (PES-Kom) and
the communiations com-
mittee {KOM-kom).

All the chairmen of the
JMC’s are senior military
or police officers. The
other members may be
policemen, school princi-
pals, civil servanis and so
on. They are not elected
by anyone,

Using the newspapers and radio to call for people to

Holding weekend camps for vouth to encourage them
0 ask their parenis to pay rent.

The JMC's have also been involved in a massive

There is no denying
lot of influence is
reated by the mili-
tary, because we
military people are in
the system and we
re very proud of it’ -
NSMS official.

The JMC's work at the
level of local areas. Their
task 5 closely waich an
area, note any issues that
may cause “security” pro-
blems, monilor activities
of organisations,promote
local Labour Party MPs,
management commitlees
and so on.

The JMC's concemn

especially

themselves with anything
that may be a securnity
problem. A senior official
explained how this works:
“The lack of classrooms
i5 Aol a securly matter,
but the lack of facilities
can become a secunty
problem. Nobody can tell
a department to build a
new school. But you can
tell them if they don't,
there is going to be a
(security) problem®”,

Recently, the govern-
ment has been stream-
lining the whole system to
fit in with the State of
Emergency. This will
probably give it more
power, and more ability
to act on decisions.

The details of exactly
how this system works
are not clear. But what is
clear 5 that the govern-
ment has not succeeded.
Even with this elaborate
attempt o break the uni-
ty of our people, resis-
tance continues in all
areas, And will continue
until our demands are
WO,
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SHOCKING cases of child abuse
are reported to advice offices and
social workers daily.

Babies as young as six months
are being raped and hundreds of
children are being beaten and
abused badly enough to end up in
hospital.

But this is just the up of the
iwceberg. For every case that geis
reported there are thousands be-

ing hidden by parents who are too
irightened to come forward

¢ CHILD ABUSE ON THE INCREASE

WHAT IS CHILD ABUSE:

This vares from children who

are badly beaten

reason to children who are raped

and ill-treated by parents,
Children are natural target for
adults as they are physically weak-
er and unable 1o fight back.
Most abusers are known to the
children - only a few cases are
reported where a child has been
abused by strangers.
HOW CAN YOU TELL
CHILD IS BEING ABUSED.

Sometimes the signs are clear. A
child mav come to school with

for no real

IF A

bruises which have not been pick-
ed up through normal play. Other
cases are not as clear. Somenmes
the child may become withdrawn
and not laugh or play often.
Schoolwork can be affected

HOW DOES ABUSE
THE CHILID¥

If a child has been abused at a
very young age, she will be affect-
ed for the rest of her life. Children
have

AFFECT

who are abused usually

learming problems and do not
finish their schooling. These child-
ren feel different from their other

friends, who have not gone throu-
gh the samr experience as them.
Children can be phyvsically in-
jured. Ther legs or arms are
sometimes hroken, and in cases of
rape, develop veneral discase and
other such aillments.
WHAT CaN BE DONE TO
HELF THESE CHILDREMN:
Very few cases of child abuse
are reported, especially if the child
has been sbused by a parent or
relative. Scmetimes, mothers cov-
er up if their husbands abuse their
children because they are scared

that he will walk out and leave the

family if he is reported.

Other cases arc picked up at
school where a teacher notices a
change in the child's behaviour or
bruises and marks which have
been caused by the abuse.

Most social welfare agencies
and hospitals take up cases of
child abuse.

Usually, the family is given an
opportunity to sort out the prob-
lem through counselling, but if the
offense s repeated the case is
taken to court.

WOMEN BUILDING |
NATIONAL UNITY

i.ELt'hﬁﬂﬂH 113 SUUTH H[‘_HlLﬁiH

ALL over South Africa women in organisation are
discussing plans to launch a national womens federa-
tion later this vear.’

The federation will unite women (rom every cormer
of South Africa.

An exact date and venue for the formation of the
national body has not vet been finalised,

For some time now, women in many parts of South
Africa have expressed the need to build national unity.
Thev say women need an organisation similar to the
Federation of South Women (Fedsaw) which uniied
women in the 1950°s.

It is clear that the national organisation will Follow
in the provd tradition of Fedsaw,

Fedsaw led the struggles against the hated pass laws
in the early 50's in the campaign which saw women
defiantly burning their passes.

The organisation was led by working women, but
Fedsaw organised women regardless of colour or

She said the new organisation will have to tackle
cructal issues facing women like the froops in the
townships, high food prices, high rents, no creches,
rape and sexual harassment exclusion of women (rom
leadership, lack of maternity leave and their children
guiter education,

Im the Wesiern Cape women's organisations have
made great strides towards unity. It is exactly a vear
since the United Womens Organisations and YWomens

Front united to form the United Women's Congress

(LU'WCO).

¥

class.
Aflter a lull of many years, women again began o ﬂf f“ b .," 4
organising during the last decade. Womens organisa- 'l\
tions plaved an important part in the formation of the e - L
o ek T W it I

United Democratic Front in August 1983,

The National women's struciure thai will be Tormed
later this vear will reflect the needs and aspirations of
today's women.

A member of the United Women's Congress savs:

||IATT.JJH.I'H s b

— LTRLIGEL ! !
(g _‘F # 1
.1.,.-'... I"l EH#HI-

4 ek, Bt

e fl"-.l'r-mn KT i

“Owr national womens® structure will be a child of hte
80's ready to face the challenges of Botha's repression
and to build a non-racial and democratic South Africa

where we can live together as new men and women in

freedom, equality and harmony.”

Seven kllled N
Guguletu shoot-
out remembered

ON March 3 last year seven voung
men were killed in a shootout with
the South African Police in NYI
Guguletu.,

They were John Zabonke Konile
Chnstopher Piet, Themba Madi-
yane, Mandla Simon Mxinwa,
Godfrey Jabulani Miva and Zola
Alfred Swelani.

All were members of the Cape
Youth Congress (Cayco).

Newspaper reports at the time
suggested that they were ANC
guerillas who were planning to
attack a mimi-bus carrving police-
men on their way to work.,

The killing of the seven shocked

many people in the Western Cape '

and the rest of the country. About
40 000 people attended their funeral

in Guguletu about two weeks afier
the shootung.

e e e e s ETYCeTYep r—y srT

On March 3 this year, exactly a
year after their death, members of
the KTC branch of Cayco made
requests o church ministers (o ring
church bells in rememberance of
the seven.

Lights out

They also called on people in
KTC to observe the day by lighting
candles for the evening of March 3
as well as the following evening.

Members of Cayco in KTC told
Grassroots that they had also plan-
ned a service and in addition to
clean their comrades tombs but
were unable to do so because of the
state of emergency.

A Youth member said: “We
asked the youth to wear black and
khaki and put black armbands on

Mrs Dnrnthy Ihlangu and Ha-len Joseph tnn her left) were among

the old stalwaris at the federations 30th anniversary in 1985. Left: a

member of UWCO pays her final tribute at the funeral of Mrs Rose
Mpetha last year.

CASH COUNT SUPERMARKET
C/o Merrydale &
Germiston Way
Portlands
PHONE: 32-9780

ROCKLANDS CAFE
No. 3 Weltevreden
Way
Rocklands
Phone: 32-7047

WHERE YOUR CASH COUNTS MORE

Tops FoRQUALITY AL f, Am'-e'j Hﬂ’aa’
| Meat Products

MAMNUFACTURERS OF
QUALITY COLD MEATS

that day. We had 10 commemorate
their death.”

“We in Cayco, KTC branch say
Their struggle s our struggle. We
will continue to struggle.”

After the incident the Cape * POLONIES = SPICED BEEF » BURGER PATTIES
Times quoted alleged eyewitnesses 3 F““'Egﬁmgﬁ'm' . 'flﬁ SPRAEADS

who claimed that one of the youths
was shot while he was standing
holding his hands in the air,

Another eyewitness alleged in the
report that a policeman had walked
up to an injured youth and shot
him in the head at point blank
range.

Charges in terms of section 27(b)
of the police Act have been brought

against the journalist who wrote the
article.

Tel: 637-8155/6

PO BOX 62 GATESVILLE

A TASTE
i MASLOMONEY RO, DFF EBRAHIM WAY, ATHLONE IND. 2

WHERE LVERY CENT IS MONEY WELL SPENT ¢

An inguest magistrate [ound
that no-one was to blame for their

e Q@ 931-32686

LAVIS DRIVE, BISHOP LAVIS 7450




GRASSROOTS MARCH 1987

Page 8

CHAMPS OF CHAMPS

-—--.ii, ﬁn‘“.}. -

Athletes battle it out in the girls over 17 relay event.

- A VICTORY

Western Province Senior Schools Sports Union (WPSSSU) officials were
ontha ball and ensured that the days events went off smoothly.

FOR

¥ % The starter fires his gun and the champs of champs.
b~ | runners thunder down the straight.  The spectators who jammed into
P ' Determination is written all over their 1 Athlone Stadium were treated to

faces. The crowd leaps up and Athletics of a very high standard.
cheers, shouting their encourage-  1Nhree new records were establish-

ment ed, two in the girls high jump and
. one in the boys under 15 discus
The excitement which sweeps

event.
"B Athlone Stadium is breathtaking.

" I ed the meeting's highlight when she
- R : The event? The Champs of Champs set a new girls under 15 high jump
'-r [ 4 i of course.

record, clearing the bar at 1,66m. Her
On Saturday 21 March more than 1 jump was the highest ever in any age
1 200 athletes representing 90

group, including the girls open.
schools in the Cape Peninsula and Milchells Plain schools like Wesl-
parts of Boland competed at the

ridge and Mondale did well through-

Competitors in the boys over 17 3000m final
prepare for the final lap in the gruelling seven-
and-a-half lap event.

MAURICE’S
SECRETARIAL
COLLEGE

For Specialized Secretarial Tution
Word Processing, Legal and
Medical Secretary Courses

Tania Brown of Marian
High set a new high
jump record.

y_

PHONE: 7T7-9123/4
P.O. BOX 18034, WYNBERG 7824

AlLL GENTS FREE BEFORE Spm.

RETREAT ROAD
RETREAT. To45

TELEFHONE
T2-2271 |

MARKET

“the poor man's friend’

“NOBODY BEATS
POPPY’S PRICES”

Inased by Gewmaroom, Cine 430 Bulldwsg, Collage Rosd, Rylands Baahe
Frinted by Dsguive Press (Pry] Lad., Yanguard Deive, Athlons Indusiris. Freone: 637128071

SPORT

out the day while schools like Living-
stone, Steenberg, Ravensmead, Bel-
gravia, Sinton and Heathfield featur-
ed prominently.

Events ran smoothly - a tribute o
the organisers of the Western Pro-
vince 5.5.5. Union.

But the final tribute should go to
the athletes themselves who ensured
that the champe was a victory to

In the boys under 17 relay awnl there was a titanic battle for honours belween Belhar and
Livingstone. Belhar narrowly beat Livingstone to the post.

—THRILEER

DISCO RESTAURANT

DRESS ACCORDINGLY

SUNDAY 5th APRIL

JAZZ NIGHT

SEE PRESS FOR DETAIL . . .

LOOK OUT FOR THE

EASTER WEEKEND BONANZA

SEE YOU THEREI!!I
PS: FOR CLUB FUNCTIONS PLEASE CONTACT THE MANAGER




