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Hundreds of thousands of Cape residents say:
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Shocking statistics on  cil  areas besides

City Council arrears Claremont. where two

foodswills have soared
because of the petrol
price increase. Petrol

With the nsing cost of
living and the high un-
employment in many
areas, tenants just can-  has just gone up another
not pay their debis. 6 cents a lure.ln

The total arrears in 30 January, petrol and
areas by June total more  electricity went up in
than R2 million. R637  price. in February, sugar
(NN} is outstanding from  went up, in March, milk
tenants who owe one  went up, in Apnl, the
month or less in City price of petrol went up
Council areas and more  again as well as bread,
than R1 million is owed mealie meal and eggs.
by tenants whoowerent  In May bustares and
for more than one hospital fees went up. In
month. a circular sent on June 5

Manenberg 1s worst- 1o all local authorities,
hit by the economic management commil-
crisis, There are 4071  1ees and regional direc-
houses in the areca, tors of the House of
paying a total of R210  Representalives, the
386 a month. The ar- director-general said : ™
rears in the area total Due to the present
R349 631 - a shocking economic  climate
|66 percent oulstand-  prevalent in the country.
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show that thousands of  houses are owned, are in &,’“ A »”
tenants on the Cape arrears. . -'ii' : ,
Flats cannot afford to In recent months the o N E *i; ; o 1
pay their rent. prices of basic - i { 1 M 3 i :':’*} - 1_ .'
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ing. persons in the lower in-
The figures in other come groups are un-
areas are as bad. guestionablyexperienc-

ing great difficulty in
even meeting their
present commitments in
respect of instalments”.
The situation s be-
coming so bad that even
the authorities are now
forced into acknow-
ledging the plight of the
poor and the poverty
levels which are being
reached. Yel the gues-
tion remains, however,
as to what they intend to
do about the situation, if
anything at all.

Hanover Park owes
R240 614, with 107 per-
cent of the remt out-
standing.

Mitchells Plain has
6466 houses owned by
the council and should
pay R463 609 rent a
month. Tenants there
owe R629 247 with rent
arrears amounting to
135 percent.

On June 7, more than
half of the tenants owed
more than one month’s
rent. All the City Coun-

3% Increase in hospital fees

&

Freedom in Namibia is at the crossroads of its independence as exiles return and jubilant SWAPO supporters greet
their leaders. The agony of death and destruction that the Namibians have endured for he past 105 years is about
1o come to an end and freedom is in sight. For SWAPQ the ideals of solidarity, freedom and justice constitute the
political guide to action

In a bid to start forcing people
into using private hospitals as par
of its current privatisation policies,
the government recently an-
nounced that the fees for general
hospital treatment have been in-
creased by 53%!

Patients will now have 1o pay
crippling fees for any kind of
medical treatment they receive
from a general hospital.

The increase in fees narrows the
cosi-gap between general and
private hospital treatment, a move
which favours those who have a
stake in the profits which can be
made al private hospitals.

This drastic increase comes at a
time when many people are crying

oul for more general hospitals be-
cause of the terrible shonage of
health care facilities.

Mitchells Plain is just one com-
munity which is in great need of a
general provincial hospital - a
hospital which can provide for the
needs of the poor at prices they can
afford.

With a population of about 500
000, people in the Mitchells Plain'
area have been demanding a
general hospital for more than ten
years.

Al the moment there is only one
day hospital and one private hospi-
tal 1o cater for the needs of all of
Mitchells Plain, as well as one or
two small clinics.

Most of the residents in Mitchells
Plain do not have the benefits of
medical aid and cannot afford 1o
make use of the private hospital
with its expensive treatment Cosls.

That means that for most of the
half-a-million residents of
Mitchells Plain there is only one
small day hospital.

The day hospital has to cater for
more than 600 patients a day at a
rate of R3 per patient. lts doors are
only open from 7am to Spm.

The private hospital, although
much bigger with hive nmes as
many doctors, only treats an
average of 30 patients a day. For
the guick 15 minute treatment of a
small injury, without the cost of an

anaesthetic, the private hospital
charges about R28,60. A full day
patient with a more serious injury
has to pay R138 for one day, and
that does not include the costs of
doctors fees, anaesthetist fees eic..

If a patient comes o the privaie
hospital for a 2 hour operation
he/she could pay up to REOD - not
including specialist, anaesthetist
or medicine costs.

"People are crying out for a
provincial hospital”, a worker at
the private hospital said.

With 600 people a day ofien
waiting from 6am in the moming
to use the day hospital many
people have to go to Groote
Schuur. Use of the private hospital

is out of the question for most.

A Mitchells Plain civic worker
said that a doctor had told him that
by normal standards there should
be a general hospital for every 60
000 people.

The hospital campaign

The Mitchells Plain Co-ordinat-
ing Committee started a campaign
for a general hospital in Mitchells
Plain about 11 years ago.

Several meetings were held 1o

‘rally support for the campaign.

Petitions have been sent w0 the
Director of Health. He said that a
new hospital would be financially
difficult and that there were other
hospitals that could be used.
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Oliver Tambo, President of the African National Congress is
urging people to discuss the conditions under which
negotiations can take place

ing.

country.

MANDELA’S
MESSAGE

“The Statement issued by the
' Minister of Justice, Mr Kobie
= |Coetzee, on the meeting be- |
" |iween the State President and
| | myself is an accurate reflection
of what happened at the meet-

“The statement, however,
constitutes no deviation from
the position I have taken over
the past twenty-eight years,
‘namely that dialogue with the
mass democratic movement,
and in particular, with the
African National Congress, is
the only way of ending violence
and bringing peace to our

“l make this statement in
response to commenis in the
‘media concerning the meeting
with the State President. |
believe, however, that at this
early stage further statements
to the press as a means of con-
ducting possible future discus-|
sions would not be the ap-
propriate course of action to
promote peaceful development.

“1 would like to confirm that
my release is not an issue at this |
stage. As implied in the original |
statement, 1 would only like to|
contribute to the creation of a
clmate which would promote
peace in South Africa.” !

THE Nationalist government has discovered
a new word - "negotiations”. In every speech
now, they tell the world that they are
prepared o negotiate a new South Africa.

But they are not serious about negotiations.
If they were, they would not have reimposed
the State of Emergency. Nor would they
keep Nelson Mandela in prison.

The Government is under pressure. It's
reforms have been rejected by the majority
of South Africans. The State of Emergency
has failed 1o destroy the Mass Democratic
Movement (UDF, COSATU and their al-
lies). It is bankrupt. And its Western allies,
like Margaret Thatcher and George Bush, are
pushing the Nationalists to take some action
or face more sanctions.

Thatcher and Bush are not friends of the
South African people. But they are worried
about the future of their economic stake in
South Africa. The Freedom Charter calls for
“the people to share in the country's wealth”.
This demand worries Thaicher and Bush.
Many of their companies make huge profits
in South Africa. They don’t want to share
South Africa’s wealth - they want to take it
for themselves.

This is why Thatcher and Bush do not want
the Freedom Charter to be implemented.
They want Botha to make some changes to
prevent this happening. And they are under
pressure from their own people to do some-
thing about apartheid.

Thatcher and Bush are not telling Botha to
hand over power to the people. They want
him to make compromises which can stop
the people coming to power.

FW De Klerk and PW Botha have started
"negotiating” with "homeland leaders’. They
say they will negotiate with those who are
"committed to peace”. Botha even had Nel-
son Mandela brought to his office for a
“courtesy call”.

But serious negotiations would mean that
the Nationalist Party has to abolish apartheid
and hand over power to a government elected
by all South Africans. It is not prepared to do
this. It is not even prepared to negotiate with
the chosen organisations and leaders of the
people.

The Government says it will talk 1o Man-
dela and the ANC. But first the ANC must
end its armed struggle, and its alliance with
the South African Communist.Party. And it
must accept the Governments apartheid
"group” solutions for the future.

The Government knows that this is _not
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We must decide
how, when
and where
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realistic. But it hopes that by making noises
about negotiations, it can improve its posi-
tion.

The Nationalist Party hopes that its talk
about negotiations will:

* buy time to implement new apartheid
strategies - De Klerk talks about a "five year
plan”
* weaken calls for sanctions overseas
* create confusion and divide the anti-apart-
heid forces.

THE ANC

The ANC says that it has always been
prepared for genuine negotiations for a non-
racial democratic South Africa. It is the
Nationalist Party Government that has al-
ways refused to talk. And they doubt whether
FW De Klerk is interested in genuine
negotiations.

"The state of emergency was reimposed”,
the ANC said recently. "People's organisa-
tions remain restricted, while political ac-
tivists are still being restricted, detained or
hanged, and censorship of the media remains
stringent”.

This, said the ANC, showed that the
Government was not serious about creating

a climate for negotiations,

The ANC stressed that "the struggle of the
people of South Africa is not directed
towards amending the apartheid system, but
at destroying it”. This meant that there could
be no negotiations over separate 'group’-
based political structures.

The ANC is prepared to negotiate, but it
insists that it will escalate its struggle on all
fronts, including the armed struggle, to put
maximum pressure on the Government.

They believe that if they suspended aspecis
of the struggle in the hope that negotiations
might come, apartheid will be given a new
lease of life.

The ANC also refuses to end its alliance
with the SACP. They argue that the SACP
are "tried and tested allies”, and that Pretoria
has no right to dictate who can be in the
struggle against apartheid.

The most important question, says the
ANC, is whether a climate for negotiations
has been created. They believe it has not, and
without that climate, negotiations are impos-
sible.

To create a climate for negotiations the
Government would have 1o:

* release all political prisoners and

e s e— e ———

FW de Klerk, new leader of the National Party, is under pressure
from Thaicher and her imperialist allies who are trying to protect
their own interests, lo talk to the ANC

detainees

* end all political trials

* lift the state of emergency

* withdraw the army and paramilitary
police from the townships

* repeal all “repressive” legislation

* allow freedom of assembly, speech and
the press.

These steps would allow the ANC and the
MDM{mass democratic movement) to con-
sult the people of South Africa, and involve
them in the negotiating process.

At the same time, the ANC believes that the
Government has no intention of doing these
things, and remains committed to repression.

The organisation stressed that "only the
continued escalation of internal resistance,
complemented by increasing international
pressure, will bring down apartheid”.

The Hn:g _Dmnucrnﬂ:: Movement

A number of organisations of the Mass
Democratic Movement have endorsed the
conditions laid down by the ANC. They have
argued that whether or not negotiations
occur, freedom in South Africa still depends
on all-round mobilisation against apartheid.
Organisations should be rebuilt and
strengthened by taking up campaigns. And
all anti-apartheid forces should be drawn into
action in a broad Anti-Apartheid Coalition.

Itis only by building the organised strength
of South Africa's people that a democratic
future can be ensured, MDM organisations
insisL.

The Government is under pressure to start
some type of negotiations. But it wants to do
this on its own terms, “from a position of
strength”.

The ANC has said that it is prepared to
negotiate, but only for a non-racial
democratic South Africa, not over how 1o
reform apartheid.

Negotiations are not the goal of the ANC -
their goal is a non-racial democratic South
Alrica.

The ANC would prefer it if this could be
achieved peacefully through negotiations.
They say that it is the Government who has
chosen the path of violence.

S0 whether a non-racial democratic South
Africa comes through peaceful negotiations,
or through escalating war, depends on the
government, not on the ANC.




Workers down tools,
demand a living wage

THOUSANDS of
workers in the Westemn
Cape have downed tools
over the past few weeks

o demand that bosses |

pay them a living wage.

In Brackenfell. more
then 700 militant
strikers last month toyi-
toyied through the gates
of the Everite asbestos
factory as they began a
long and bitter strike.

The workers belong 1o
the Construction and
Allied Workers' Union
(Cawu).

They are among 3 500
Everite workers on
strike throughout the
country.

The workers are
demanding that the
company pay them an
extra R1,03 an hour. Al
present they receive
R2.85 and the company
has offered them an
extra 50 cents.

One of the problems
the strikers face is that

the company has taken
advantage of the large
number of people who
are unemployed 1o get
“scab” labour.

This means that the
factory is continuing to
produce goods and
make profits so that it
can afford not to meet
the strikers’ demands.

A few weeks ago, the
workers' anger felt
toward the scabs boiled
over into violent con-
frontations.

Cawu stopped its
members from fighting
with the scabs and in-
stead asked the com-
munity o support the
strikers in their fight for
a living wage.

Strong support from
community organisa-
tions as well as interna-
tional pressure helped
over | (00 Boland tex-
tile workers win their
demands.

The workers were on

strike for almost two
months at the Hex Tex
factory in Worcester.

They were demanding
an annual service bonus
of 50 cents for each
week they had worked
for the company.

Many of them have
worked for Hex Tex for
over 25 years.

Although they have
worked at the factory
for so long, they still get
the minimum wage.

They were determined
that the company should
reward them for their
long years of service.

During the strike the
workers met every day
for a- programme which
included poetry writing,
discussions about daily
events, sport and films.

Throughout the long
strike, the workers
remained united.

They won their

demand when the com-
pany agreed this month

to pay the 50 cents

land, they were baton

bonus for everyone who  charged by the police.
worked for the company During their three
for four years. weeks strike, the
A spokesperson for workers met in a
their. union, the Amal- warehouse because they
gamated Clothing and were refused access 1o
Textile Workers” Union  company premises.

of South Africa
(Actwusa), said that the
strike was very impor-
tant. It was the firsi
sirike at the factory in
over 33 years and the
longest ever in the
Boland and in the union.

“The workers” victory
is thanks to their deter-
mination and the help
they received from the
people of Worcester and
elsewhere in the
country,” he said. The
Hex Tex strikers were
allowed 1o picket on
company premises but
when strikers tried o
hold a  placard
demonstration outside
the Renown Fresh
meats factory in Mait-

A Fawu organiser said
the strike was "a moral
victory for the
workers”.

“When we decided 1o
accept management's
revised wage offer we
were stronger and more
united than when the
sirike began. Workers
went back to their jobs
singing freedom songs,”
he said.

Fawu members also
went on strike at
African Products in
Bellville for over a
month as part of a na-
tional wage dispute with
their company.

There were several
stoppages al other fac-
tories in Cape Town.

GRASSROOTS / JULY 1989/ 3

TRIALS DIARY

THE following is a list of people on trial in the
Western Cape for politically-related charges:

July 17: Elliot Mthwa, Makhosonke Matoto,
Mzwabantu Nciyabo, and 10 others, public
violence, Wynberg Regional Court.

July 17: A youth who may not be named, public
violence, Cape Town Regional Court.

July 17: Former SOUTH editor Rashid Seria,
contravening the emergency media regulations,
Cape Town Magistrateg Court.

July 17: Mxolisi Zide, Fumanekile Magwelu, and
Mongameli Masumpa, public violence, Athlone
Regional Court. .

July 18: W Lumkwana, assault, Athlone Regional
Court.

July 18: Geobani Xhegwana, attempted murder,
malicious damage to property, alteratively setting
off an explosive device, Caledon Regional Court.

July 20: Ashley Kriel inquest, Wynberg
Magistrates Court.

July 20: Mziwoxolo Mfeketo and Xolile Jaxa,
terrorism, Cape Town Regional Coun.

July 21: Veliswa Mhlawuli, Linda Tstotsi, ter-
rorism, Cape Town Regional Court.

July 21: Mzwandile Mzamane, public violence,
Athlone Regional Coun.

July 24: Robert Maliti, terrorism, Cape Town
Regional Court.

July 24: Johnny Issel, furthering the aims of the
ANC, Goodwood Regional Court.

July 26: Marjorie Lewis and Terence Lucas, fur-
thering the aims of the ANC, Wynberg Regional
Court.

July 26: Zamile Hleli, public violence, Athlone
Regional Court.

July 26: Mangaliso Dolosi, public violence, Ath-
lone Magisirate Court.

July 27: Gem Mlumko, murder, Hofmeyer
Regional Court.

July 27: Allie Parker, violation of media regula-
tions, Cape Town Regional Court.

July 31: John de Vos, public violence, Cape Town
Regional Cour.

July 31: Reverend Dirkie Marais, possession of
prohibited matenal, Worcester Regional Count.

July 31: V. Hlombe and six others, murder,
Mitchell’s Plain Regional Court.

August 1: Tony Yengeni and 13 others, terrorism,
Cape Town Supreme Court.

August 10: Mzonke "Whitey' Jacobs, contraven-
ing restriction order, Athlone Regional Court.

August 24: Allie Parker, publishing subversive
literature, Parow Regional Court.

: CORRECTION

IN the Vol.2 No.2 June 1989 edition of The
Shield it was mistakenly reported that The
Defend Detu Committee and Joint Parents,
Teachers and Student Association both sup-
ported the class boycott”. It should have read:
“The community meeting showed an under-
standing of the students’ grievances but urged
them to attend school”™.

Cosatu is hoping 1o meet withthe a from the Prisons De-  the racist elections on ber  social and economic needs. apartheid cadres should be
President of the African National  partment after requesting a 6 which we believe will not con-  Workers resolved that it was im-  given Prisoner of War status.
Congress, Oliver R. Tamboand  meeting with Mandela. tribute to peace.” perative for the government to A campaign should be
Nelson Mandela after its third bi- " We have no misgivings about The congress also decided 10 create a suitable climate for ne- launched against violence
annual congress set down guide-  Mandela's recent meeting with start discussions on a future gotiations. i workers.
lines for negotiation in Johan- President PW Botha,” he said. democratic constitution for South Na‘Fﬁlﬁammuldmljrb: mmmm
last week. -**Mandela is part of our Africa, revolving around the held if restrictions on banned or-  contribute R1,00 to a support
The Congress, attended by national ip. We are ANC's constitutional guidelines.  ganisations were lified, all fund for Swapo and Namibian
1 000 delegates from affiliated confident he is able to express This will be with the political prisoners and detainees  Trade Unions.
unions, was filled with vigorous the views and apirations of the urgent drafting of a Workers were freed unconditionally and A time table should be
debates, open discussion and majority, and the-regime Charter reflecting workers' hmnﬂmﬁum on between Cosatu,
high levels of unity. take these seriously. ) specific interests. confined to barracks. tu and
Cosatu General secretary, Jay Another resolution Cosatu committed itself 1o par- Cosatu will urge the interna- Unions of the establishment of
Naidoo said the congress marked  was the decision 1o “take action” ticipating in building on the Anti-  tional community, including the  a single national federation
a new maturity in the history of at the beginning of September Apartheid coalition which will isation of African Unity and one union per i A
the organisation. against the labour laws and the include most organisations which the frontline states to Elijah Barayi was re-
Resolutions were passed on general election. support political democracy and increase pressure o force the elected President, Jay Naidoo
worker relaied as well as polili- "'We decided to recommend freedom of the in @ unitary fﬂvmmm-:ruutclhnam as General-Secretary, Chris
cal issues. The con believed 10 next month’s workers' summit  South Africa. Negotiations was or negotiations. Dhlamini, First Vice President
that steps had 10 be taken toend that workers should take sus- high on the agenda of the Other resolutions by and Sydney Mafumadi,
the nce in Natal and tained action if their demands congress and dele debated the split in the Cosatu alfiliated Assismm({eml-m:y.
resolved to endorse a meeting of  regarding the Labour Relations the issue thoroughly. Commercial, Catering and Allied New additions to the execu-
the presidents of the ANC, UDF,  Act are not met by September 1,” The rejected re- Workers Union. tive are: John Qamano
Inkatha and their de . Naidoo said. formist solutions which failed o Th:dﬂﬂifmaitjrshmldba (Second Vice President) and
Naidoo said Cosatu was awaiting ““The action will coincide with  address the workers fundamental  abolished and armed anti- Ronald Mafakeng (Treasurer).
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L ABOUR PARTY TO#BLAME FOR HOUSING CRISIS
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L ABOUR PARTY TO#BLAME FOR HOUSING CRISIS
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Decent health care is a basic right

Decent health care is a
basic right of all the
people.

Yet the government is
making health care a
privilege, not a right.

The privatisation of
health care makes
health a privilege of
those who can afford it.

Since the late 1970°s
the state has begun a
process of ‘reform” and
repression. The
‘reforms” being imple-
mented by the govern-
ment include the
process of privatisation,
which involves the
‘selling off" of state-
provided or ad-
ministered services 1o
big businessithe private
sector).

Private Sector
The basic service of
health care 15 one of
those areas that the
government wants to
‘depoliticize’. By sell-
ing off public health ser-
vices to the private sec-

tor the government is
avoiding the respon-
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very day from 6 am. at the day hospital in Mitchell's Plain, while just

sibility for providing
these services and is
shifting its respon-
sibilities over 1o the
private sector who "sell’
health care at a profit.

It is well known that
the services of health
care are dominated by
apartheid policies,
Generally speaking,
whites have always
received better and
more expensive health
care than blacks. There
has been no equality in
the distribution of and
access to decent health
services. This is obvious
even when looking at
the greater amount of
health care facilities
available in while areas
compared to the poor,
inadequate and minimal
amount of these
facilities in black areas.

Now the government
wiants 1o make this ser-
vice less ‘polincal’, so
instead of not being able
to receive decent health
care because one is
black, the privatisation
of health will favour
those who can afford 11
only. Money does noi
discriminate. but be-
cause race and income
are so closely linked in
South Africa it is clear
that privatisation is
merely a newer, more
sophisticated version ol
the outdated policies of
blatant apartheid that
the government is now
trying to move away
from.

Discrimination based
on the colour of one’s
skin is moving now
toward discrimunation
based on how much one
CArnS.

Privatisation of health

seven story private clinic has been built which is foo expensive for most peopie to use

care is also an integral
part of state sirategy
aimed at co-opling cer-
tain sectors of the op-
pressed. The govern-
ment wants the prnivale
secior o grow and pro-
vide non-racial services
in order to meet the
needs of the black mid-
dle class which 1t hopes
will form the receiving
end of its petty
‘reforms’.

MNotonly is the govern-
ment shedding its
responsibility to pro-
vide such necessary
public services but il is
making huge profits
from the sale of its
public assets - like the
SA Transport Services
and telephone services -
{and then by taxing the
new privale Owners).

Hospital fees in-

creased

The general economic
and political crisis being
experienced in South
Africa at the moment is
also found in the health
sector. The crisis here is
reflected by heavy staff
shortages, the resigna-
tions of health care
professionals, the cut-
backs on medicines and
patient care and the in-
creasing tariffs{fees) in
health care. such as the
recent increase in hospi-
lal fees.

Increasing hospital
tariffs is a tactic for
shifting the costs of
provision away from the
government funding
onto the people and
thereby creating a
markeiplace where

health care is "bought’
and “sold’. The increase
in fees al government
hospitals cause some in-
come groups. to' find it
more expensive 1o go 1o
public hospitals than to
private practilioners.
This becomes a power-
ful twol that the state
uses (o force people into
using private hospitals
with their expensive
COsIS.

With the these expen-
sive prices of health
care many people

“Health
care for
all by the

year
2000"

-World Health Or-
ganisation

would be wanting to pay
a monthly subscription
for medical aid. But it s
obvious that with the
rising costs of rents and
food that very few
people can afford 1o pay
for medical aid, Nearly
all whites in South
Africa are on medical
aid, but hardly any ol
the oppressed com-
mumities can afford it
There are about 240
medical aid schemes in
South Africa 10 which
about 4 million people
belong. Sevenly-two
percent of this 4 million
are whites. Medical ad
companies keep in-
creasing their subscrip-

tions as health care fees
20 up.

Non-medical aid
members are nol even in
a position to afford the
increased provincial
hospital fees, let alone
those of private hospi-
tals!

The government has
repeatedly said that the
health services are oo
costly to maintain. The
state claims that it has
no funds. But how much
money does the state
spend on maintaining
apartheid? The home
building budget be-
tween 1980 and 1984
was less than 1% of of-
ficial total defence ex-
penditure!

Just one look at the
government’s budgel
for 1988 (a total of
R52.9 hillion) tells us
that the real problem 15
not the lack of funds:

Department
expenditure

D e f ¢ n C-&
RS billicn

Prisons and Police
R2 hillion

House of Delegates
RE31 million

House of Repre-
sentatives  R2.3 billion

House of Assembly
R5.2 billion

National Health and

Developmenl
R2.2 billion

Billions of rands are
wasted every year on
maintaining apartheid
structures, The
tricameral parliament
system is responsible
for wasting a lot of
taxpayers’ money,

Together with apari-
heid’s "homeland® sys-
tem, the system of apart-
heid has created no less
than 14 ministers of
health, |4 director-
generals of health and
14 bureaucracies.

The commercialisa-
tion or privatisation of
health services in South
Africa undermines
democracy, divides
communities, lowers
medical standards, al-
lows the making of big
profits in hospitals and
clinics and legalises
hostilities between
patients and health
workers.

Poor will suffer

It subjects health to
the laws of the
marketplace and places
these costs on the backs
of the poor, the sick and
the handicapped.Sick
people will now be 1o
scared to go for medical
treatment because of the
ENOrmous cXpEnses
they will have to pay. So
privatisation will lead to
the spreading of dis-
eases, the death of the
sick and will serve 1o
make the rich get richer
and the poor get poorer.

Health care cannot be
"sold’ at a profit - that is
a disease in nself.

Health care should be
free, eéqual, accesible to
all and absolutely non-
racial. We pay for it
with our taxes and that
is what we expect. Now
we are being robbed of
our taxes buy a govern-
ment that we have not
even voled for!

“Health In
the hands of

the people”

We all know that
Apartheid makes us
sick, in many more
ways than one.

That is why the recent-
ly launched South
African Health Workers
Congress{Western
Cape) has started a cam-
paign (o promote
primary health care and
to increase awareness of
the importance of health
in the community.

The South African
Health Workers Con-
gress(SAHWCO) in-
tends to make health is-
sues clearer to the com-
munity and to break
down the barriers that
exist between health
professions, such as
doctors, and the people
they treat.

This will also help to
make people more
aware of the reasons for
their sicknesses and
what they can do to
prevent it.

The Apartheid system
has divided Health Care
to such an extent that
most of the sulferers of
Apartheid have little or
no access to adequate

health care.

This shows the impor-
tance of SAHWCO in
the fight for proper and
equal health care in
South Africa.

SAHWCO is againsl
the privatisation of
health.

SAHWCO also wanis

-0 make sure that health
issues are placed on the
agenda of community
organisations so that we
can begin to solve the
health problems in
South Africa ourselves.

After consulting with
various organisations it
was decided that
SAHWCO will or-
ganise a Health Fun Day
0 that people can spend
an enjoyable and
relaxed day together
looking at the true con-
cept of health and the
health needs of the com-
munity.

The Health Fun Day
will help to introduce
the new SAHWCO 1o
the community and
unite community or-
ganisations under the
banner: "Health in the
Hands of the People™.




The township of Manenberg 15 in
many ways a special place - songs
have been made about it by such
jazz greats like Dollar Brand and
Basil Coetzee, as well as many
others.

But Manenberg is also a com-
munity of great suffering and 1s
beset with many problems as-
sociated with poverty, severe un-
employment and high levels of
gangsterism.

The Manenberg Advice Office is
busy every day advising people
about their problems, especially
over rent arrears and evictions. But
the comrades in the Manenberg
civic and the advice offices are
overloaded with work, and that is
why they and the religious mini-
sters of Manenberg have decided
on the best solution to the cnisis that
the residents are experiencing - to
help people solve their own
problems through community
unity and self-involvement. The
new Manenberg Peoples’ Centre
could be the best thing that has ever
happened 1o Manenberg. Aler the
Manenberg-Heideveld United
Church consulted with community
organisations they together
developed the idea of building a
peoples’ centre in the heart of the
Manenberg flat-land. The or-
ganisations have agreed that the
best way of addressing the
community's problems is through
organisation.

The Manenberg People's
Centre{ MPC) has become a reality:
the architectural plans have been

drawn up and building 15 due 1o
start in August, The church has
donated a plot of land for the build-
ing site on the land in Thames and
Scheldt Walk.

The MPC is to provide space for
the various communily and
religious organisations already
operating in Manenberg. The
Manenberg People’s Centre isto be
a place where people can come
together and solve their own
problems.

As a result, a survey was con-
ducted in Manenberg, by some of
the residents themselves, that be-
came the voice of the people of
Manenberg.

The Voice of Manenberg

For the people of Manenberg, and
the people of all other townships,
Apartheid in its crudest form means
poor education, leaky roofs, inade-
quate housing, high unemployment
and low wages. And this leads to
other problems, such as over-
crowded living conditions and lack
of privacy, feelings of inadequacy
among the unemploved, a mothers'
anxiety over not being able (o feed
and clothe her children properly,

the crime of disillusioned youth
who are not interested in gutter
education and husbands who drink
because they cannot cope on such
low wages. It is thus the poverty
and insecurity over one’s fulure
that Apartheid creates which cause
many of the personal ad com-
munity problems that so many
people experience.

It was some of these problems
that the people of Manenberg iden-
tified when questioned in a recent
survey conducted in the township.
The survey was designed by a
democratic collecuve called the
Manenberg Research group and in-
terviews were conducted by some
Manenberg residents that were
trained by OASSSA (the Organisa-
tion for Appropnate Social Ser-
vices in South Africa). The re-
search group conducted a door-1o-
door survey in which 701 Manen-
berg residents were interviewed.

A majority of 96% of residents
agreed that poverty - with un-
employment and the high costs of
rent and electricty - was the main
problem for the entire community.

Koevoet involved in killings
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CREATING SPACE FOR
~UNITED ACTION

The Facts

* 29% of Manenberg residents are
unemployed

* 57% of people over the age of
l4{including students a pen-
SIDNETS ) are not wage eamers.

* among those who are employed,
46% of averaged-sized households
earn less than R351 a month (the
average number of people in a two-
roomed household 15 6-7)

*10% of households survive on
miniscule state pensions and grants

* only 13% of households eam
above R0 a month

* an average of 51% of residents
have only a primary school educa-
tion

* only 6% of people have com-
pleted matric

* 9% of people cannot read or
wrile.

The generally low level of educa-
tion among Manenberg residents
makes it harder for them to get jobs
that pay liveable wages. After the
problem of poverty the second
major problem identified by resi-
dents{B8% ) was the dangerous en-
vironment caused by gangsterism,
crime and violence, which makes
residents fear for their personal
safety.

The third major problem
noted(68% ) was the sale and abuse
of alcohol and drugs. Following
this was the problem of poor com-

munity facilities and the deprived
physical environment, especially
the lack of medical and child-care
facilities(27%). The housing
shortage and the resulting over-
cowding and lack of privacy was
also identified as a major problem.

Residents also had many ideas
about what they wanted the
peoples’ centre to be used for: 41%
of people interviewed wanted a
service providing advice and infor-
mation on things such as legal mat-
ters, rent problems and counselling
for drug, alcohol and family con-
cerns. Another 19% wanted a
sports centre offering various ac-
tivities such as dancing and karate.
The third most popular choice was
for an after-school child-care ser-
vice that provided facilities for
childreni 16%).

A further 13% wanted an educa-
tion and resource centre which
would cater for both adults and
children. The fifth most popular
choice was for a meeting place o
unite the community(also 13%)
while 12% called for an unemploy-
ment centre which would support
co-operatives and home industnes
to provide jobs for the un-
employed.

The chairperson of the Manen-
berg Peoples” Centre, Rev.R.M.
Petersen, said the biggest problem
of all facing families is unemploy-
ment and poverty.

This causes dependency which
makes people feel inadequate and
worthless.

“The centre will therefore not be
a place which encourages depend-
ency, but a place where people can
together find ways of tackling
problems so that we as Manenberg
people can hold our heads high”.
the Rev. Petersen said.

THE killing of a
young man and
woman allegedly by
a police constable in
northern Namibia
early this month has
reinforced calls for
the immediate
removal of Koevoet
elements from the
ranks of Swapol.

Louise (Shim-
wooshili) Mutilitha,
28, and Gideon
Netope., 34, were
gunned down around
midnighton July | al-
legedly by constable
M uhambo
Munepulu.

The policeman was
apparently a member
of the former
Koevoet unil and,
like some 2 000 of his
colleagues, 5
presently in the ranks
of the SWA police
force(Swapol).

According to sour-
ces at the Human
Rights Centre{HRC)
in Ongwediva, con-
stable Muneputu was
returning from duty
at the Oshakati police
base when he came
across people singing
Swapo songs at a
shop in Omashaku
township.

The source said that
a Mr Joel Ambunda
was among the group
inside the shop when
the policeman ar-
rived and began man-
handling Mr Ambun-

da inan atempt 1o gel
him outside.,

Mr Netope, the
owner of the shop, in-
tervened and asked
the two men 1o "'make
peace with each
other”. The
policeman then ap-
parently calmed
down, and Mr
Netope bought a beer
for each of the men.

Mr Ambuna later
left and went home,

The policeman also
left and returned a
short while later al-
legedly with s RI
automatic rifle.

Sources at the HRC
who had spoken 10
witnesses, said that
constable Munepuiu
allegedly fired twice
into the air and then
“directly into the
shop”.

Mr Metope was hit
twice in the back and
in the chest.

Ms Mutilitha was
hit in the head and the
chest.

Both died instantly
according to eyewit-
NESSES,

The source said
constable Muneputu
had reported the inci-
dent at the Oshakari
police staion shortly
afterwards, but al-
legedly claimed that
he had opened fire in
self defence. This is
disputed by wil-
NESSCA,

The policeman is
believed to be in cus-
tody.

Lawyers of the
Legal Assistance
Centre are taking up
the matier on behalf

As 1 November approaches, Koevoel has contin
spate of killings. Namibians are calling for UNTAG to ensure
that the elections will be free and fair.

of the families of the
two deceased.

The killings are the
latest in a string of
violent incidents in-
volving former mem-
bers fo the

od with a

paramilitary
Koevoet unit who
are now serving in
the same force which
15 o maintain “law
and order” during the
transition period.

State played
wrong ace

A South African Airways
(SAA) flight was flying in dis-
guise. [t was flying a strange
route too. On board were
hundreds of hujaa) (pilgrnms)
eager to get to the holy city of
Mekkah. Every year they go
there to perform hajj
(pilgnimage). Every year the
route is via Johannesburg,
Mairobi, Jeddah. Every year the
miches were few. Every year,
except this year, 1989,

Hajj plays an important role
in the lives of muslims. It is a
once in a lifetime trip. Many
people save up their whole
lives to be able 1o go. Millions
of people from all over the
world come to perform this
ritual in the Islamic month of
Hajj. It is perhaps the greatest
show of unity on earth. All
dressed in white cloth (thraam})
they congregate like an infor-
mal united nation. Dressed as
one, they swarm around one
centre (the Kaaba), perform
one ritual (the Hajj), and serve
the One and Only. All these
millions gather to renew their
commitment to [slam and their
firm belief in Allah.

They pulled together what
they called a Haj Transport
Committee. In this committee
was a 'leader” from the muslim
community, profit hungry
travel agents, the SAA and
tncameral puppets. Their in-
tention was to buy their way

into the hearts of the com-
munity. The state pumped in
R3 million to subsidise the
travel costs of the Hajjaaj. This
15 why they had 10 go 10 Cairo
and then to Jeddah.

Why all this effort? Why all
this money? Firstly the
tricameral puppets think that of
they subsidise the Hajj, the
mushm community will vote
for them. Secondly they want
to use the Hujjaaj to bust sanc-
tions. Because of apartheid in
South Africa, it has been
boycotted. Now with this latest
move they want o turn our
people into ambassadors of
apartheid.

The state played the wrong
ace. Organisations from the
Call of Islam to the Muslim
Judicial Council(MJC) have
reacted in support of the Huj-
jaaj. Their slogans have been
"Don’t abuse the Hajjaaj” and
"Protect the Hujjaaj’. They
have said that the Hajj cannot
be used for dirty political ends
like the tricameral parliament.
S0 far the muslim community
with the people's organisation
have gained a victory.

They have forced the state
back. It looks like a good sign
for the elections later in the
year.

The muslim community is
clear in their stand for justice

and opposition against apart-
heid.
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Popular History Trust

Scoring goals against
Apartheld . A

THE Bonteheuwel soccer com-
munity recently paid a special
tribute 1o the late Christopher
Truter, one of the first Cape
Town victims of the 1976 upns-
ings.

The Metropolitan Football As-
sociation (MetFA) and the Bon-
teheuwel Youth Movement
{(BYM) hosted the Christopher
Truter Memorial Soccer Toumna-
menton 25 June and 2 July under
the banner "Scoring Goals
Against Apartheid”. All the local
teams participated. A special
under 18 competition was held as
part of the wournament.

Winners Final

The Winner's final of the
senior compelition was played
between Sea Point Swifts (SPS)
and the unfancied Bluehirds in
wel and cold weather.

SPS opened the score after
some good work by mid-fielder
Richard Morgan. Denver Jansen
deflected the hall into his own
net ‘which gave SPS an early
lead. Bluebirds attacked relent-
lessly and equalised deservedly
through a fine goal by Manuel
Dorra, making the half-time
score |-1.

In the second half Bluebirds
had the wind at their backs and
created more scoring oppor-
tunities. They took the lead

through a great header from .

Fagme Ariefdien early in the
second half.

SPS tried 1o equalise but their
attempts were thwarted by the

Bluebirds defence marshalled by
Deon Jenecke, who won the
player of the tournament award.
In fading light Nur Johnson
scored Bluebirds® third goal
which annexed the Chnstopher
Truter Trophy for the Birds.

LOSERS FINAL

Bonteheuwel United B came
up against Vernals in a maich
played in dnving rain. Vemals
took a well-deserved lead
through a solo effort by Richard
Petersen, who left the Bon-
teheuwel goalkeeper. Clive Mc
Kriel, sprawled on the wet turf.

Vernals increased their lead
shortly after half-time when
Richard Petersen scored his
second goal of the match. Ver-
nals were now on top op Bon-
teheuwel who were reduced to
ten men when Abie Januarie was
sent off the field for over-robust
play.

They scored their third goal
through Keith Samson. Bon-
teheuwel gained some consola-
tion when Gregory Carelse beat
three Vemnals players before slip-
ping the ball past the Vernals
goalkeeper, Ralph Muller who
had an outstanding game.

Keith Samson scored Vemals'
fourth and final goal after a neat
cross by Tony Allies from the
right.

U18 Final

In the u;der |8 final Bon-
teheuwel beal Sea Point Swifts
on penalties.

i - -

Heshoo Beshoo will be playing their special brand of Marim-
ba music at the Joseph Stone Auditorium from the 4th to the

6th of August. An event not to be missed!

Reggie Watkins of Sea Point Swifts chases the ball, hotly pursued by a Goulburn United player during
the Christopher Truter Memorial Tournament.

Isolating Racist Sport

For the past two weeks
most of our daily
newspapers’ sporispages
have been splashed with
the happenings at
Wimbledon.

Tennis is one of the few
sportscodes in which
South Africa is allowed to
participate internationally.
However the South
African Non-Racial Olym-
pic Commiltee (Sanroc)
has been campaigning
relentlessly 1o make sure
that this stops. With the
support of African and
Scandinavian countries
moves are afoot to have the
South African Tennis

MAPP CONCERT

Union {SATU) expelled
from the International Ten-
nis Federation (ITF).

Expulsion would mean
that none of the top South
African players could par-
ticipate in Wimbledon, the
French Open, the US
Open, the Australian Open
and all other tennis tourna-
ments organised by the
ITF. unless they obtain
passports of convenience
in order to get past the
boycott.

A number of SATU
players hke Johan Krnek,
Kevin Curran and Ross
Fairbank have obtained
American passports to beat

the ban.

A total of 27 South
Africans have made 111
apearances in US tennis
lournaments this year.
That is more than twice the
number of appearances in
all other countries com-
bined. Anti-apartheid or-
ganisations in Amenca are
preparing for massive
demonstrations against the
US Open scheduled 1o
begin on 28 August.

All European countries
han South Afnca from par-
ncipaling in team events
but allow individuals 1o
play.

The Tennis Association

of South Africa (TASA). a
SACOS affiliate, is
celebrating its 10th an-
niversary this yvear. TASA
and SANROC will be at-
tending a meeting of the
ITF in Buenos Aires on the
14th and 15th September
this year to apply for mem-
bership status of the ITF.
In an ITF statement, the
organisation stated that "it
has been no secret that for
some lime the ITF has been
under increasing pressure,
especially from the Olym-
pic movement, to make
abundantly clear our total
opposition (o apartheid in
any form, in any country”.

Featuring: Heshoo Beshoo
& Abasebenze
Langa Adult Choir

Kunjani

Richard Schilder
Ezra Ngcukana
Duke

Ngcukana

When: August4,5& 6 ;
Where: Joseph Stone
Fee: R8
Time: 8pm

(for further details contact Mapp at 6371269)
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MITCHELLS PLAIN CRISIS
& RELIEF COMMITTEE
ANNUAL CONCERT

LET OUR CHILDREN BE CHILDREN

FEATURING:
Mark Alex Bright Blue Genuines

Raakwys Heshoo Beshoo African Sunrise

Food, cooldrink, magazines & T-Shirts
ON SALE

Date: 30. 07. 89
Time: 15h00
Venue: UWC Student Centre
Admission: R10.00
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT COMPUTICKET.

LIMITED AMOUNTS OF TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE
DOOR




