COMMENT

We have learnt
many lessons

THE struggle of our people for a non-racial and
democratic South Africa has intensified during the
ear.

l:ﬂ] has seen the National launching of the
mited Democratic Front (UDF) — the largest
ganisation to emerge in this country since the
Coneress alliance of the 50°s. We have witnessed
growth of the progressive trade union move-
Civic organisations intensified their
ommunity struggles. Youth congresses were
formed all over the country, Religious organi-
mtions took a strong stand against apartheid.

In the rural areas, community organisations
merged in rapid succession.

In this edition of Grassroots — the final one of
the year — we review the events and activities of
people’s organisations during 1983. It mainly
Yiocuses on events in the Western Cape. Where
possible, we also look at some of the problems
our organisations experienced. In this way we can
on the vear gone by. And we can prepare
gurselves for the challenges which lie ahead.

The events of 1983 have taught us many
lesons. We have won great support for our
organisations and for the UDF. We have got our
people to actively oppose the Government’s new
deal. The Labour Party and the South African
Indian Council (SAIC) have been rejected by
almost all our people. They have come under
heavy attack for their decision to take part in
Botha's new threechamber parliament. But we
have not always been successful in drawing in
people. In expanding and strengthening our
organisation. This is the biggest task facing us.

The state has not taken things lying down,
Despite much talk of reform repression has
increased, During 1983, we have seen many of
our people detained, questioned and harrassed.

This will not end. In fact, as our struggle

jensifies, repression will increase. The state
will make every effort to try and tighten up
nirol over every aspect of our lives.

Already they want our youth to fight for

heid. Conscription will be one of the
srious challenges facing us in the new year.
ny people are already saying: ““We will not go.”

It has become more and more apparent in the
last few months that the Government will use the

. radio and newspapers to sell their lies to us.
o convince us that the Labour Party, Rajbansi

id the community councils have our interests

heart. We must guard against this.

With mass removals continuing, the housing
fuation getting worse, wages being low and
memployment growing by the day, our tasks
which lie ahead, will not be easy.

Now is the time for progressive individuals and
organisations to sort out the many differences that
exist, To discuss how there can be co-operation
and united action.

We need to develop a strong base. We need to
reach many more people. So that together we can
march forward to a nonsacial and democratic
South Africa. So that together we can build a new
society where oppression and exploitation and
injustice will be a thing of the past.
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1983 has been a hard
vear for workers. The
recession has caused
many to lose their
jobs. Working condit-
ions are bad and wages
too low to meet the
high cost of living.

The South African
and Ciskeian govern-
ment have continued
their harassment of
unions. In East London,
officials have been
detained, and SAAWU
was banned by the
Ciskei government In
September.

Many thousands lost
their jobs this vear.
There are now over 3
milion  unemployed.
People without jobs
also suffered because
of problems  with
UIF {unemployment
money), There i5 more
than R200 million in
the fund, but people
have waited months to
get their money.

Preparing for the
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Building our

own unions

The constitutional
proposals and Koorhof
Bills also present prob-
lems for workers and
unions. The divisions
caused by the new
constitution will make
it more difficult to
organise workers on a
non-racial basis.

The Koormhof Bills
will make i1 almost
impossible for African
workers f[o get per-
manent residence rights
= which will make it
harder to fight low
wages and bad working
conditions,

The independent
Trade unions have all
strongly rejected the

constitutiona propo-
sals, Many have joined
the UDF. Others have
not joined, although
they have givem their
support, because they
felt that their first
priority was to form a
federation of unions,

The efforts to unite
all independent unions
in one federation are
continuing —  with
national meetings in
April and October this
year. Many problems
have been solved, but
the question of de-
marcation {which union
should organise in
which industry) remains
a problem for those

1983 — uniting
in struggle

In this issue, Grassroots looks
at the work of organisations in

1983.

for
all
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THIS vyear the go
ernment clearly spelt
out that it is no longer

prepared to take res-
pongibility for hous-
ing.

The government’s

new housing policy is:

* not to build any-
more houses for those
earning over R150 per
month;

* For those earning
less than R150, the
houses will have the

bare essentials, That is,
in future, the houses
will have no ceilings, no
electricity and no inside
doors;
* houses would be
sold to tenants earning
more than RI150 per
month.

Through the Western
Cape Civic Association
{(WCCA) and Cahac, the

people have pressed
aghead with their
demands for houses,

security and comfort.

With the new policy,
it is clear that the
housing struggle will
intensify in the coming
Year.

At a8 Cahac mass
meeting in May, 1 500
people rejected the
Government's housing
policy. They said the
Government must take
full responsibility for
housing.

An important joint
struggle waged by
Cahac in 1983 was that
around electricity.
Many houses in Lotus
River, Valhalla Park
and Bellville South have
no electricity. The

unions working in
different industries.

The independent
unions are growing in
other ways, and have
showed they were
strong enough to resist
the recession. There
were no major strikes
or increase in member-
ship, but wunions are
moving to new areas.
GWU has started
organising in Beaufort
West, and FCWU has
started work in Mossel
Bay, George and
Queenstown.

New wunions have
been formed - the
biggest is the National
Union of Mineworkers.

people from these areas
together voiced their
demands for electricity.

Cahac and the
WCCA participated
fully in discussions
leading to the for-

mation of the Western
Cape UDF. The mem-
bers of the civics played
a bhig role in building
the UDF in the com-
munities.

For the WCCA,
1983 has been a year of
consolidation. Branches
now exisi in all the
townships up to Wor-
cester, The main issues
taken up were evictions,
high water charges and
the right for decent
housing. There were
also protesis at police
harassment of squatiers.

The most important
struggle of the year was
that against community
council elections. The
WCCA met this
challenge with thou-
sands of newsletters,
posters and stickers and
mass meetings in all the
areas. A big victory was
achieved with BE
percent to 99 percent
of residents bovcotting
glections in Nyanga and
Guguletu. In the
process, many people
joined the WCCA.

With the Govemn-
ment making every
effort to rid itself of
the responsibility for
housing, both Cahac
and the WCCA will
have to intensify their
campaigns in the com-
munities during 1984

In Cape Town, unions
have been formed for
shopworkers (RAWU)

., clothing workers
(CLOWU). The National
Union of Textile Work-
ers (NUTW) has also
started working in Cape

"Town.

These unions are
challenging the conser-
vative TUCSA unions.
Tucsa has become even
more conservative this
year. They asked the
government to ban all
unregistersd unions,
and they refuse to
oppose the constitut-
ional proposals. But
many TUCSA unions
are unhappy, and the
biggest the Boiler-
makers union, has with-
drawn from Tucsa.

The unions have
survived a difficult year.
This gives a new hope
in the future of demo-
cratic unions and strong
organisation of workers.

challenges of the New Year.
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We thank our Advertisers

AKROVISION TV

GUARANTEED
VIDEO &

Throughout this year some
business people in our
community have constantly
showed their support for the
struggle of our people. The
income from their advertise-
ments has made sure that the
paople’s paper was printed
and distributed all over the
Western Cape. We say thank
you to all of them and hope
that they will continus to
support us.

Thanks to Esquire Press for
printing all ten issues of
Grassrootls. A special thanks
to the workers of Esquire
Press for the extra effort they
put info printing our paper.

® Jaffers Motors

® Caminploy

® Mailco Supermarkel

® Elite Supermarkel

® Pep Slores

® Doenie’s Drapers

® Masiterfit

® Shiba's Shoes

® Tlodds Commoercial College
® Space Odyssey

® Halim's Electrical

® Kismel Supermarket

® Poppy's Meal Market

® Rosmead Supermarket
® Vilameat

® Lansdowne Bottling Co.
® Open Books

e Constanz Muslim Bulcher
o Quicktrip Supermarket

ATHLONE
MEAT MARKET

CNR. KLIPFONTEIN & LAWRENCE ROADS, ATHLONE
PHOME: 67-9348

Butchery Specialists &
Manufacturers of Cold Meats

under personal supervision
SUPPLIERS TO CATERERS

FOR ALL FUNCTIONS

CINE 400 BUILDING

COLLEGE ROAD

RYLANDS ESTATE

NOW OPEN

GALAXY - DISCO

PHONE: 67-9132/3
“OPEN SIX NIGHTS A WEEK”

TV REPAIRS
AT LOW PRICES

SHOP BLOCK 9/4 E?GDHHIE!GN ST

GATESVILLE CENTRE STELLENBOSCH
PHONE: &67-3270 PHONE: 74225

LT

P/

OF DETINCHION
BE YOUR JEWELLER

Metro Cinema Complex
Symphony Walk

L Town Centre

Mitchells Plain

&

Athlone City Centre
Athlone
Phone: 67-4718

ONE STOP INSURANCE
CONSULTANTS, LIFE,
PENSIONS HOME & CAR

Stan Abrahams Brokers Services

216 BUITENKLOOF CENTRE

CNR, KLOOF & BUITENCINGLE STREET
CAPE TOWN

TELEPHOMES: (021) 22-2434, 43-2584

SUPER FISHERIES

MABOYS

ELSIES RIVER

PEOPLE'S

JOB LOT
CENTRE

MAD, MAD
LOW PRICES

e 43 HALT ROAD e

PARKFAIR

KLIPFONTEIN ROAD, ATHLONE PHONE: 67-3910

NATIONAL

FOR FRESH FISH DAILY! DISTRIBUTORS

MONDAY — SATURDAY
ALSO

CINE 400 CINEMA

PHONE: 67-2027/8, 67-5391

FULLY AIR CONDITIONED
LUXURY CINEMA

FOR THE BEST IN
CINEMA ENTERTAINMENT

TELEPHONE BOOKINGS ACCEPTED
DAILY 10.30 A.M. — 7.30 A.M.

GENUINE INDIAN MASALASS)
GARLIC & GINGER PASTE.
BRAAI SPICES & FRESHLY
MOULD SPICES ARE SOLD

SNOEK, KINGKLIP, STOCKFISH,

CAPE SALMON, KIPPERS, KABELJOU,
RED ROMAN, RED STEENBRAS, & PRAWNS

¥ X ¥ ¥

HOT FISH & CHIPS, FRESH ROLLS

& VARIETIES OF BREAD

(PTY) LTD.

COLLEGE ROAD, GREENHAVEN
PHONES: 67-0019, 67-9112/3

CIGARETTES & TOBACCO
DISTRIBUTORS
GENERAL WHOLESALE
MERCHANTS

W7 You’'ll love
/ the Spicy
Flavour

AT ALL MITCHELL’S PLAIN supmmmmn FOOD STORES

MAURICE'S SECRETARIAL 17)

COLLEGE

5 BYRNES AVENUE — WYNBERG

LET US HELP YOU MAKE

Published by Grassroots Publication, 402 Atlantic House, Corporation Street, Cape Town and

YOUR FUTURE AFTER

HIGH SCHOOL A
BRIGHT ONE

FOR OUR PROSPECTUS

WRITE TO:

THE SECRETARY

MAURICE'S SECRETARIAL COLLEGE

PO BOX 34

WYNBERG

7824
TELEPHOMNE — 77-7708, a/h 77-7380

{TEHa00100]

Printed by Esquire Press (Pty.) Lid., Vanguard Drive, Athione Industria. Phone: 67-1280 and artwork supplied by Grasaroots.




