As rents continue to rise, the call becomes louder and louder.

'STOP THESE INGREASES

ANGER and frustration over regular rent increases is beginning to spill over

Families forced to live in zinc shacks

NON - PROFIT COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

throughout Cape Town and in recent months there have been demonstrations al

sevieral rent oflices.

IHE protests and demonstrations have taken the form of numerous peiitions, letiers and
meetings with council on the one hand, On the other, there have been sit-ins al local rent

offices, public meetings and marches.

IN many areas Civic ongamisations have
taken up ongoing campaigns to stop
all rent increases. There s particular
concern it the New Bent Formula as il

will mean further increases.

The avic orgamisations have rallied
around the call: *Let the people deaide.
We will pay remis we can afford™
Thousands of people in arcas such as
Belhar, Hanover Park, Manenberg and
Elsies River are

recently imcreased rents

refusing o pav the

Mr. A. Antha, of the Avondale
Residents Association in Elsies River
wld Grassroots: “We must do every-
thing (o stop these increases, Mrs M.
Fortuin, and Elsies River pensioner said:

“We cannot keep our heads above

Page 6&7 .

witler, Our children are going hungry.

Mrs. E. Du Prees of Manenberg said
she stopped paving
She now only pavs the
afford. ™ Maar die council het nog steeds
my renl opgesit™, she sand. "Ek 15 in
arrears en unemploved en weet mie hoe
ek die rent gnan betaal nie™

rent 10 December,
S0c she can

vir. B
am the only breadwinner in the house

Jenmiker told Grssro "Ll |

Last vear my rent went up twice. The
people ol Manenberg are sulfenng, We
must stand together™,

Mrs, Le Roux,

complamed that the council howses e

alsoy ol :"I.I..Il'll..'r:ll""l."':q_l.

infested with bugs
“Yer they sull demand high rents

They don’t treat us hike human beings,
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B, Jenneker: “The people ol Manenberg are

This newspaper has
been censored in terms

of the emergency
regulations

suffering. We must stand together”

Mrs. M. Fl:lﬂuln of Elsies River: ll‘lur paying rent and elmtﬂ::ihr there is nothing left”

Detainees released but still
prisoners in their homes

THERE is much joy at the release of UDF and CAYCO
executive members Trevor Manvel, Ebrahim Rasool and
Whitey Jucobs,

Despite this, though, we think of the conditions under
which they are released. Their release comes at a time
when countless are still i detention, on trial or restricied.

Those placed under restriction represent a large sector
of the democratic movement in the Western Cape. They
are: Trevor Manuel, Fhrahim Rasool, Joseph Marks
(scnior), Joey Marks (junior), Zoli Malindi, Christmas
Tinto, Hilda Nduwde, Rose Sonto. Whitey  Jacobs,
Dorothy Ziblangu and William Thomus.

Those detained since last vear November are: Sedina

Wilson, Mark Splinter, Maghoel Moos, Walter Scuting,
Willie Holmeyer, Gloria Veal, William Thomas, Neville
Naidoo, Errol April, Sicelo Nkosi, Mcibise Sikwatsha,
Nokwanda Cokana, Nosipho Ntwanambi, Thembekile
Plaatjies, Wellington Sulani, Mike Ndimba and Mcibise
[yasi.

They are being held under emergency regulations. Held
under Section 29 are Phumzile Simelela, Tony Gocini
and Eliot Mvyandaba,

Recently released were Notobeko Zihlangu, Ronakd
Dukengeeni, Peter Hendriks and Dumisane Lupungela.

While people are still being detained for their political
ideals: the demand for the release of Nelson Mandels and
all ather political detainees will continue.

AUGUST 9 - NATIONAL WOMENS DAY
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As National Womens Day approaches . . .

UWCO pays tribute

to our women

MANY people know of August 9 as
the day when 20 000 women from
all over the country marched on the
Union Buildings in Pretona, on
amply know it as MNational Wo-
men's Day.

But on August the nminth | when
women's organisations celebrate
much more than this event. What
we celebrate 1s the long and mulitant
rale that women have played in this
country's history and the resistance
that women have often led.

We also celebrate the lessons and
expenences of women's orgamisa-
tions in the 1950%s, and we honour

and salute the women who were
leades and participants then, many
of who are stll acuve in taking
forward women's orgamsations to-
day.

The Federation of South Alncan
Women is the organisation in
which we have our roots. It is the
organisa-tion which established the
tradition of women’s orgamsaton
in the struggle for a free and
democratic South Africa, which has
given us expenence and pnde as
women in that struggle. 9 August,
National Women's Day was achie-
ved for us by the women of the

federation.

The Federation of South African
Women (FSAW) was launched on
17 April 1954 in Johannesburg, and
the Women's Charter was adopted.

The Federation was spearheaded
by the ANC Women's League, It
was mass based and drew on
women across racial boundanes.

From 1950, the Federation joint-
lv took up the anti-pass campaign
with other orgamsations. This

campaign was the main national

activity of the Federanon.
One of the major organised

evenis was the march on the Union

Part of the crowd that ulnhrntﬂd the 4th anniuarnry of the UDF

UDF - 5 fighting years

Today UDF is five years. Or-

ON the 20th August 1983 the United
Democratic Front was launched in
Rocklands Civic centre in Cape
Town. More than 15000 people
attended the big-gest rally in the
history of our struggle.

They spoke in one voice: NO TO-
THE GOVERMMENTS CON-
STITUTIONAL AND KOORN-
HOF BILLS. NO TO APART-
HEID. Together they pledged to
fight side by side for freedom in our
life time.

ganisations will celebrate . UDF's
fifth anniversary within a few weeks.
Since its formation in 1983 UDF
afliliated organisations were knock-
ing on people’s doors collecting
signatures against moving to Khaye-
litsha, Koornhof Bills and explaining
to people about the dangers of voting
in puppet elections.

But despite the state attacks on the
organisations the UDF is alive and
well. UDF has been under attack

since it was launched five years ago.
Many of iis members have been
charped with treason, thousands have
been detained and many have been
assasinated.

Many attempls were made to
destrov the UDF and portray it asa
violent organisation but the UDF has
gained the respect of thowsands of
South Africans. fr is determined 1o
fight for a free non-rocial and demo-
cratic South Africa.

Buildings in Pretona of 20 000
women (o protest against the pass
laws.

A woman who was involved re-
members: “All over South Alnca
we collected petitions against pass
laws. I'm not sure anymore how
many signatures there were. But 20
000 women led by Ms. Ngoyi and
Helen Joseph marched on the

Union Buildings. They sang “Stry-
dom you have tampered wath the
women, You have hit against a
rock. But Strydom wouldn’t wlk,
he hid himself -the women threw
the peti-tions into his office and left.

In the 1960's and 1970"s women
withdrew from active parucipation
in resistance, and the Federation

though not banned, became inac-
tive. This was largely due to the
state repression that his all organi-
sations in the early 1960°s - ban-
mings, shootings, treason trials.

But from the early 1950's wo-
men's orgamisanons have agan

A workshop in Oudishoorn came 1o a
sudden halt after police gave Cape Town
cultural workers four hours o leave the
LOWTY.

The planned four-day cultural work-
shop at the beginning of June had
proceeded for just over a day when
police stepped in.

They raided the venue, ordered the 90
South Cape delegates and their visitors
into the local cinema and searched the
premises.

A cultural worker from the Cape
Town based Cultural workers commit-
tee explains.

“The police found freshly made pos-
ters on the premises. They demanded the
names and addresses of the Cape Town
group. They then ordered the enure
Cape Town delegation of 53 people to
either leave Oudishoom by 8pm or nsk
being detained under the new emergency

FEREEREEREER

been mobilising women and ook

the lead in forming UDF structures
in many parts of the country. On 29
August 1987 the Western Cape
region of the Federation was laun-
ched.

Over the next few weeks, we will
be paying special tribule to those
women who built our history, and
to those who have continued.

We also think of those women
who are currently in jail; either as
emergency detainees, awailing tral

prisoners or serving sentences. We
think especially of Thandi Modise,
the first woman Umkhonte We
Sirwe soldier to serve a pnson
sentence, who will be released in
MNovember.

The United Women's Congress
salutes its members and other wo-
men in prison; Nosipho Niwanam-
be, Whitey Pokwana. Carvline

Makasi, Mary Ngemntu, Jenny

Schreiner, Lumka Nyamaza, Yasmi-
na Pandy, Colleen Lombard, Lura-
va Abbas, Farieda Khan and the
many unknown women Serving
long senicnces for publi wiolence.
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regulabons™

After hasty legal consultation, the
workshop participants decided (o recon-
vene the entire workshop in Cape Town
Owvernight transport was organised and
both delegations left Oudtshoorn early
the mext day.

The workshop continued unhindered.

The Cape Town Cultural Commuitiee
had been invited to Oudtshoom by the
Manchester Soccer Club.

They had requested a workshop at
which theatre, visual arts, dance and
music would be looked at and discussed.

The main focus of the workshop was:
#® o introduce skills in the various
cultural fields;
# o lay the basis towards an understan-
ding of people’s culture;
® 0 encourage participants (o begin
organising culturally i their own com-
murities,

Wie saboteur die telefone?

TELEFOONLYNE wvan
Anti-Apartheid aktiviste
in Osdishoomn s die alge-
lope sewe maande al on-
derworpe aan hinderlike
krapgeluide wat die oor-
sank kon ween wvan die
elektroniese apparaat van
'n onbekende afluisteraar.
Volgens inwoners van
die dorp het van die cerste
ukefmnsttﬂﬁngs laat in
Januarne plaasgevind. Die
eerste  ongelukkige slag-

offer van mnr. Dernck |

Jackson organiscerder

van die plaaslike nuus-
blad SAAMSTAAN,
Mnr. Jackson is ook vol-
gens die noodregulasies
ingeperk. Na Mnr, Jack-
son het ander aktiviste in
Oudishoorn aan die beurt
gekom.

Volgens die slagoffers
raak die situasie by die
dag alhoe slegier. Soos
byvoorbeeld waar slegs
die hooflyn oprocpe, ver-
al die na Kaapstad, onder
die steunngs deurgeloop
het, is alle oproepe tussen

aktmaste nou onderworpe
aan dic steunings.

Persone soos Biskop
Edward Adams, mev.
Knaap - 'n maatskaplhke
werkster, Oudtshoom
Resource and Adwice
Centre, en andere 15 baie
onsteld oor die steunings
op hul lyne.

Mnr. Dawvd Piedt, 'n
KPO organiseerder, sé
dat die steunngs baie ont-
wrnigling veroorsaak,
want hy is afhanklik van
die telefoon om gedung-

deur in kontak te bly met
die hoofkantoor n die
Kaap.

Die plaaslike poskan-
toor is al genader oor die
probleem, sonder dat
daar enige verandenng
gekom het, 'n Tegmkus
wat die telefoonlyne on-
dersock het, kon ook
geen lig daarop werp me.
Hy het slegs iets gemom-
pel van 'n “komma-vyf-
sieuring” op die lyn. Die
“komma-vy{-steuring” 15
van 50 'n aard dat die hele

gesprek afsny of heelte-
mal onhoorbaar maak wir
die ontvanger. Verder
vercorsaak dit iri jou oor
'n krapgelud soortgelyk
aan die wat gemaak word
deur ‘n publicke telefoon
as jy tc min munistukke
in gegooi het.

Fen inwoner het gese
dat hy dit oorweeg om sy
tebefloon te verwyder,
vant dit dien nou slegs as
Jrnament in sy sitkamer,
Hy s& dit is wvir hom
veiliger en genefliker om

van 'n publicke telefoon
al te skakel.

Oor wat on wie die oor-
saak van die hinderlike
krapgeluide 15 kon, of
wou memand s mie. Pat-
nck Nvuka, 'n SAAM-
STAAN werker, is dood-
seker dat die fout me by
dic poskantoor i me. By
wie wou hy egter nie sé
ne . . .

Mnr. D, Jackson s¢ hy
het al herhaaldelik die
saak onder die aandag
van die poskantoor sowel

as die streeksdirekteur in

Port Elizabeth, Mnr. P_].
Mulder, gebnng. Niks s
nol egler aan die saak
gedoen nic.

Cirassroots het probeer
om mnr. P.J. Mulder iele-
fonies te nader vir kom-
mentaar, maar hy was
ongelukkig nie beskik-
baar me. Ten emnde laaste
is die Oudishoorn polisic
bevelvoerder genader, on-
gelukkig was hy ook me
beskikbaar me.
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THE SUFFERING WILL
CONTINUE UNDER NE

QUATTING LAWS

HE spectre of Forced Removals once again haunts
illions of Socuth Afnicans who face being evicted from
heir homes in terms of the Prevention ol Ilegal
Squatting Bill wabled in parliament last month.

The bill gives authonties the power to evicl anyone
termed a ‘squatter’ and to demolish such a person’s
home. Only landowners are safe from eviction.

A squatter is defined as anyone who unlawfully
occupies land or buildings. even il he/she has the
owner’s permission to live there. Squatters face a fine of
up to R2000 and/or 12 months in pnson. Once a court
has convicted someone of squatting, the court is forced
to order the demolinon of the sguatter’s home.
Squatters are denied the right 1o seck protection
from the courts, unless they can prove that the
authorities acted in bad faith, This means that legal
barriers to forced removals have been removed,

Landowners who permit squatting face severe

magistrates in urban areas and to ad-hoc committees in
rural areas.

Il local authorities do not act against squatters, the
state has the right 1o intervene. If a commitice orders
the removal of a labourer’s family, not even the farmer
can prevent this.

In addition to criminalising squatters and providing
for forced removals, the bill also gives the authonities
control over squatter settlements which are allowed to
continue.Such areas can be declared “designated areas’.
They then fall under the control of the authonties and
can be upgraded to the status of informal and then
formal towns.,

The bill, together with the new Slum Bill and the
ammendments to the Group Areas Act, forms part of a
triumvarate of housing laws introaduced by the govern-
ment in an attempt to maintain control of housing and
urbanisation. The bill reveals a contradiction between
the state’s desire to retrain black urbamisation while
simultaneously it is forced to recognise the reality and

penalties, They can be fined up to R10 000 or sentenced

to 3 wears in goal.

Whereas in the past the State President could order
the removal of any group, this power is now given 1o

economic desimbility of such urbamisation.
For the millions whom the state has failed to provide
with houses or land, the bill unleashes a new nightmare,

IN Belhar members of the
Chester Flats committee
have been busy with a
protest campaign against
the menl increase since
early May,

Theyve marched to the
local rent office at least
four times in anger
against the increase. Al
one time the rent office

was  brought 1o a stand-
still" when Flats comm.

mem-bers and residents
de-manded an explana-
tion ol the New Rent
Formula. The Housing
Manager was unable to
tell them what it meant,

After this the Flais

comm.. realising that the

TOPS FOR QUALITY

TOPS FOR TASTE

increase alfected the en-
tire area, formed a similar
committee i EXT 13

Altempts are also being
made to start one in the
Labour Pariy-inibated
self-help scheme.

Al a mass mecting on
June 16 in Belhar; the
Belhar commitices toget-
her with Elsies  River,
Kraaifontein and Ulisig
launched an anti-rent in-
crease campaign. The de-
mands are that:

# the New Fent Formula
be explained 1o the people
# the once-time choice be
scrapped

® the Jﬂil'l[-pi!:l.'l'l'llfl'll slra=
wegy be scrapped

* POLONIES

= FAANKFURATERS = VIENMAS

= SALSAGES

FO BOX %2 GATESVILLE
MASLOMONEY BD , OFF EBRAMEM WAY ATHLONE iND 2

Tel.: 633-3316

SHOP AT ELITE
IT MAKES CENTS

Al-Amien Halaal
Meat Products

MANUFACTURERS OF
QUALITY COLD MEATS

= SMICED BEEF » BURGER PATTIES

Rent campaign in Belhar

® rent nol be increased;
but decreasaed

® rent arrears should be
scrapped

® 3 Mew Rent Formula
must be worked out with

the people

These demands are pre-
sented in the form of a
petition and already over
a thousand signatures
have been collected in
telhar,

The Belhar committees
then met with DIVCD
who sent them back to
the House of Representa-
uves. According to them

they are “just agents of the
governmenl® and there-
fore the problem of rents

s MEAT SPREADS
* RUSSIANS

SUPERMARKET
RYLANDS

klipfontein road, rylands estate athlone 7764

was not theirs, but the
government's.

Within the next month
another mass meeting wall
be hebd at the Minor Hall,
EXT.12 im Belhar. The
meeting aims at drawing
in more support for the

campaign and hopes to
start the process of build-
ing of stronger civic in the
drEa.,

I'l
¥
FLa N

New squatter laws can only bring misery and hardship for

RENT INCREASES-
MANENBERG HITS

BACK

MANY people are only now getting
wind of what the New Rent Formu-
la and rent increase mean for them.
In a few areas though, attempts
have already been made to fight
against both.

When the government decided in
July 1987 to implement the New
Rent Formula, Manenberg resi-
dents immediately launched a
three-week campaign. 6 000 signed
an anti-rent increase petition and a
mass meeting or residents decided
not to pay the new rent increase.

Residents adopted the Joint Pay-
ment sirategy. An entire coun
would pay the rent they could
afford on the same day. In this way,
if one could only pay RI1,00 or
R2,00 there would be at least sixty
others paving similar amounts at
the same time. This strategy has
been very successful so far.

A further action was to send a
| 5-person delegation with a memo-
randum to the council. The memo-
randum included the rejection of
the New Rent Formula as well as
demands for a living wage, jobs for
all and maintenance of houses and
facilities. Council's reply to the
memorandum was very negative
although the people won the right
to use community halls at ten cents
a time.

A more militant example of the
anger of Manenberg residents was
seen when Mrs. Karelse had no
house. Residents saw an empty
house in the area, They took all
Mrs. Karelse's Mumiture furniture,
dumped it in the rent office and
demanded that she be given the
empty house. Mrs. Karelse got the
house.

Shortly after, the Manenberg Ci-
vic Association was launched. Since
the beginning of 1988 the Manen-
berg Civic Association (MCA) has
been discussing the New Rent For-
mula, the July 1988 rent increase

. and the coming October municipal

elections. Out of these discussions,
residents decided on collective ac-
b,

Almost every week residents mar
ched to the rent office. Late in
March residents burnt up to 200
‘geelbriewe’ in front of the rent
olffice.

They have abko informed the
council that:
® they would not pay rent increases
#® arrears should be scrapped
# they expect maintenance of hous-
es and facilities
#® evictions should be stopped im-
mediately

On the last demand workers at

the rent office itself have refused to
Camry oul ewictions.

On the New Rent Formula in
particular, the Manen Civic
Association’s main concern is that
people are not properly informed of
what it means. People are told they
have a choice between the Old and
Mew Rent Formula. In countless
cases though, when residents are
sent information about the Mew
Rent Formula - the new rent in-
crease 15 also given! This shows that
in practice people are just put on
the New Reént Formula wathout a
real choice.

The MCA, is suspicious of coun- -
cil’s reasons for the rent increases.
They feel that the money made in
raising rents and rates would go
towards paving for and maintain-
ing the RSC's and PLA's after the
October municipal elections.

Mr Jacobs, a Manenberg resident
commentad: “You know our peo-
ple are very wise o the govern-
ment’s tricks. We know that we are
being squeezed dry to maintain a
puppet government.But we are not

taking it lying down. People are
swarming to the civic and taking
control of their own lives.] think a
lot of us have reached the stape
where we realise our full power.
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POLITICAL

PRISONERS
THE

STRUGGLE
CONTINUES

ON July 18 the whole world joined onr struggle. From
Washington to Moscow; from London o Lusaka the
cry was the same: “We wamt Mamdefa!"™,

The boers made themselves mad chasirg balloons
and birthday cakes, but they could not stop our peaple
Jrowi celebrating.

Mandela's birthday was more than a celebration, it

Mandefa's birthday way more than o celebration. I
was @ demand for Mandela's release. But Mandela™s
release alome will mot savisfy ws, or him;
® We wanr the refease of all political prisoners,
detaimees ond ralisis.

Some, like Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kavhrada,
Raymond Mhlaba, Elias Motsoaledi, Andrew Mian-
jani and Wilton Mkwayi have sat in joil with Mandeia.

(rthers, like UDF leaders Trevor Lekota, Popo
Molefe, Murphy Morobe, Muhammad Vallie and
Raymond Suttner hove been taken from us by the
State of Emergency and apartheid trials.
® We want the wnbanning of orgonisations.

We believe this government has no right 1o ban the
ANC and restrict the UDF. We will not rest until we
can join the organisation of oar choice!
® We want an end 1o the State of Emergency.

We demand the right ro organise, speak and publish

Sfreely.
® The peaple Shall Govern.

The release of Mandela and all prisomers, the
unbanning of the ANC, and the lifting of the
Emergency are sieps along the road.

Our goal is freedom for all of us - and end to the
vicious apartheid system.

Botha knows he has mo political solution. Lntif he is
ready to negotiate the fransfer of power with owr
fraders, the strugple will comtinue,

MUST STO

THE tenants are conlused. Regional Services Council
officials are confised. No-one knows whal the new
reml formula is all about.

Thowusands of tenanis in the Western Cape were
senl letters explaining the new rent formula, drawn up
by the Minister of Local povernment in the house of
Representatives, Mr David Curry.

Like evervthing else Curry and the puppets in the
tricameral parliament have been involved in, the
formula is a fiasco. Temants were told they have to
choose between the new formula and the obd.

The new one is definitely no improvement on the
old. It s the residents, in the end, who will have to fork
oul their hard-earned cash 1o the RSC.

The formula does not take into account the fact thai
thousands of people are unemploved.

It does mot take into account that thousands are
paid starvation wages.

It does not take into accoul that people are entithed
1o howses security and comfort.

It does not give the tenanis any choice ai all.

All it proves is that David Curry has not improved
the lives of the people by taking part in dummy
structures. Curry and his colleaques have not lived up
to their clection promises.

We were nol fooked than and we are not (ooled now,
by Curry and his cronies.

The only way we can solve our problems with
apartheid. the housing crisis, unemployment and low
wages is 1o decide for ourselves. We have 1o decide
what rents we can alTord. We have 10 decide who will
represent us in parlament.

DNLY WE CAN DECIDE!

WE would like to express
our disgust at the contem-
plucus way o which the
Regronal Dhrector of the
Ceneral Post Ofice  has
treated our Pensioners
On the 29 March [958
a delegation met with Mr
De Villiers, Regonal Dir-
cctor of the Post Office 1o
TOCUCS] @ PCTESMN pavyoul
pomt n Parkwood, At
the mecting the reguest
was granted and confirm-
od m wrihing, mn a8 letier
dated 31 March "85, On

fight

their jobs |

FOLLOWING the June
i, 7 and 8 protest action,
227 workers from the
lownhouse and Vinevard
Hotels. Mavaho and Red
Arrow Spurs, and Cape
Caas were dismissed,
These workers are sull
fighting 1o get their jobs
back.

After being dismissed,
the Townhouse and
Vinevard workers pam-
phleteered the hotels,
with pamphlets aimed
both at guests and al
scabs who had waken their
jobs. The bosses imme-
diately applied for, and
won, a court intendict 1o
prevent the workers and
the Unemploved Workers
Movement (which had
been assisting them) from
going anvwhere near the
hoels.

COSATU has been
mobilising sobdanty ac-
bon o pressunse the bos-
scs into re-instating  the
workers. This has includ-
ed putting pressure on the
managements of all
COSATU-organised work

the 14 Apnl 1988 pensio-
ners, dsability and main-
tenance receivers  filled
out over AW Transfer
forms to the new pavout
roami "'lulr'nil'lk'.l'11'|l..'l1|'1
were made by the Post
Chifice with the [41:.. Cioi-
ncill for a venwe, which
wis preparcd for the pen-
sion date - 18 May 1988
On the 10 Mav 1988 a
representative of the Post
Cilice informed a delega-
from ol pensoners  and
curselves that the pension

Workers

for

places, sending letters 1o
the managements of the
dismissed workers, as well
as blacking action by
those workplaces directly
supplying., servicing or re-
ceiving from these com-
panies. The management
of Townhouse and Vin-
vard have now agreed 1o
arbatration,

COSATU sees the dis-
missals as an attack on all
organised workers and on
the democratic movement
as a whole. It s therelore
Inking ongoing profest
against the Labour Bill 1o
the demand for re-instate-
ment. This wall include
reviving lunch-time de-
monstrabons m all 005
ATU-orgamsed work-
places on Tuesdays,

The workers from
Townhouse and Vinevard
are meeting cvery day at
Commumty House. Their
spinit and delermination
i5 stll strong, but is has
now been more than e
weeks since they were
dismissed. They need the
support of all progressive

point  in Park-
wood would no longer be
“a viable proposition™ [or
the Post Office

Our Pensaoners have &

Pavout

legiimate demand lor a
payoul  pomnl  in Park-
wooxd Estate. The reasons
W -._Il;m-'lf. outlined i a
memorandum  submaitied
o the H.;E'_lnl1..l| Lhrector,
Wir de Villiers

sons ane as follows:

These rea-
® A distunce ol at least
2km to the nearest Posi
(HTice, across a large and

dangerous Hiekd:

® | his distaince has usual-
v 1o be walked through
rauny weather wihich adds
o our pensioner s already
detenoratimg health con-
ditions;

® Because ol
public transport, our pen-

a kck ol

stoners are often charged
cxorbiinl  private  frans-
|!~|'-rl: cisls

In conclusion, we be-
heve that pensioners are
the maost |'|.|r|.!-pr-;'u.|_';|
ﬂ'llf":lh'l."l'ﬁ i DT COmmmiu-
mity, since themr pensions

Page 4

o[- (eJe1 Cl Pensioners want payout point

do not adeguatelv cover
the bare essentuls of life.
we urge that the General
‘ost Office urgently ad-
dress the need for a l".l:'.-
out Poinl in  Parkwood
Estate, This will cenainly
diminish the health risk
lomed h:n severe weather
comnditions, Added (rans-
port costs and ultimately
the threat 1o their lives.

Yours sincerely

PARKWOOD AD HOC
COMMITTER

SEND ALL LETTERS TO GRASSROOTS PUBLICATIONS, P.O. BOX 1161, CAPE TOWN 8000

|:4_

Dismissed workers meet at Community House

organisations in their
fight for re-instmiement
There have also been
mass dismissals in the
Southern Cape as a result
of stavaways. After stay-

in Cape Town

WErs,

The SACP has a formal alliance wath
the ANC., The Commumsts see the
national liberation struggle and Freed-
om Charter as the most important first
steps on the road 1o socialism in South

Alrica.

Ultimately, they would like 1o see
South Afrigan transformed into a socia-

ing awsay on June 6, T and
B, 1A workers at the
Karos Hotel i Wilder-
ness wene dismissed, Ano-
ther 20 workers have been
dismissed from the Bea-

con lske {a Southern Sun
hiotel) in Plettenberg Bav.,
as well as 9 workers at the
Fairy Knowe hotel in

KEnysna, in both cases for
staving away on June |6,

the Pary

party,

SACP turns 67

JULY 30 marked the 67th birthday of
apartheid’s most hated enemy - the
South African Communist Party. Born
1921,
continues 1o play a leading role in the
liberation struggle, according to obser-

st country, where the wealth is in the
hands of the working people,

The Communist Party dissolved itsclf
after its banning in 1950, but three years
later it re-formed as an underground

Today the SACP is led by its chair-

meim,

Dan Tloome, and its General
Secretary, Joe Slovo. The Pretona Re-
gime has called on the ANC 1o abandon
its alliince with the SACP, But the ANC
has refused 10 do this, because they say

the Commumst Party has proved itself

as a trusted and dedicated ally in the
siruggle for kberation,

Trouble for Pretoria
in Angolan bush

A correspondent’ makes a few predictions on Angola and Namibia's future

PRETORIA has run into deep
trouble in the Angolan bush.
The Angolan and Cuban forces
have turned the tables on them.
Once boastung of sclil as the
most powerful army in Afnca,
the SADF is now pinned down
and taking heavy losses, It has
failed 1w impose s will on
Angola,

The recent defeats, have
meant heavy casualties, The
SADF has only reported the
death of about 50 white soldiers.
They have kept quiet about how
many black SADF soldwers have
died there, Western intelligence
HFI'H.'IEE- !|.LlEF‘!|-[ [I'Iiﬂ 1T 1% more

than MK,

South Afrca can no longer
win in Angola. The Government
5 under pressure o find a way
oul. Even the NG Kerk now
says there s not justification for

South Afrnican troops 1o be in
Angola

Pretona has been forced 1o go
and negotite with the Angolans
and Cubans. The Angolans are
also desperate 10 reach a solu-
non, because their economy is in
a cnsis. The Angolan people can
no longer afford the cost of war.

The Angolans have made it
Clear that Mamibia’s indepen-

dence 15 the most important

issue 1o negobate. “Mamibia s .

the main issue”, savs Angolan
Presadent Dos Santos, “because
MNamibia is the base for aggres-
Hon aganst Angola, Uur maan
am 10 remove that base™, The
Angolans are prepared to send
home Cuban troops only when
south Afnca ends its illegal
occupation of Mamibia,

Bul, it 5 not likely that the
south Afncans will keep their
word, They know that SWAPD
will win any free election in
Namibia, and they are not pre-
pared 1o tolerate this. It is likely

that they wall sign un agreement,
but then drag their feet 10 a
standsull on implementing .

While Botha's government
hais suffered a major setback, the
struggle for Namibia's indepen-
dence 15 not yel over.

Internanional pressure is forc-
ing the South Afncans o sign
such an agreement. They will
agree to United MNations Resolu-
ton 435 for Namibia - this
document calls for South Afn-
can withdrawal, and free and
lair elections w decide on a
government for independent
Mamiba.
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Comrades at the party held at Eummunily House on Mandela's birthday.

The order from the top was .

STOP THAT

Children at the service in Langa on Mandela's birthday display

posters of their leader.

Robbie Jansen playing at the concert at UCT which was sloppec
by the police.

A
A

s’

MAMDELS

T D AT

.
! o
o P

e SR

BIRTHDAY!

THE barthday of the wor-
Id’s most famous political
prisoner, Melson Mandela
has come and gone

It is a birthday which
will be impnnted i mul-
hons of freedom-loving
people’s heants and
minds. But none more so
than in the “hearts and
minds’ of Big Brother
Hotha and his Border
Boeties.  Although it is
unlikely that a few dents
were made in their stone -
hearts; they certainly had
their minds stretched 1o
think of creative ways 1o
stop Mandela birthday
celebrations,

I mean if it ook cour-
age for the Cape Town
Mandela Birthday Com-

Marathon runners started running from Tokai to Guguletu bul were arrested Skm after the

start.

mittee {(MBC) to pull off
the activities 1t did {wath-
out resources nogal); the
state and co. was even
more stretched

You see, I've got this
little theory: If vou've
been taught that braai-
vies and buffels are na-
nonal symbols, 's a bt
much 1o expect you 1o be
brainy as well. S0, | cer-
tainly have my sympathy
with these okes' way of
thinking if nol necessanly
with their actions.

Imagine vou found
voursell n a certain Ma-
jor Odendaal’s shoes with
orders from *higher up’ to
stop all activities related
to a certain politcal pri-
soners birthday!

| did and imagined that
this was probably what
I'd think Here goes:

Right, so here we have a

couple of clever agitators

who want to make a big
scene out of one political
prsoner’s birthday. It us
not enough for them that
those donnerse Anti-
Apartheid (shudder)
ErOUPS OVErseas are going
tekere about bloody
Mandela? NO - just be-
cause the man s ving in
Pollsmoor, these Commie
Capetonians suddenly de-
mand that they have
more “right” than anyone
else 1o organise a party
Phem when our gracious
government decides that
Mandelas family (Trans-
keians, Ciskeians - die
hele bleddie lot!) can visi
him for & howrs; he tums

clown . urms it down!!
Whr:ur - that was a bt
heavy - but | promise

you, after such thinking
anvithing 15 possible. At
beast ol ROCsS S0ME way
towards explaining why
balloons, joggers and 12
year old soccer plavers
were suddenly regarded
as a ‘threat 1o law and
order’

The rumour goes that a
special 1ask Torce of kits-
konstabels are combing
the W.C. searching for
bits of balloons to use as
evidence in the next trea-
son  trial. Furthermore
Jogging might verv prob-
ably be the next actmvity
placed under restriction . .

And all 12 year old play-
ers must from now on

register with the Secunty

Soccer board stating
name, ocCupation and
political allegiance.
Apparently the Securi-
ty forces are quite pissed
ofl because they have'nt
been trained to take crack
shots at helium balloons.
Probably because targets
are usually live! Experts
are now being brought
from Amenca, Britain
and West Germany (o
train them in the subtle
art of balloon-bursting,
It's clear that although
the secunty forces S1ramg-
Iv bBelieve in “maintaining
law and order,” they have
no legal idea of how o

| riv=in, Ofie was emba-

rassed 1o the poimt of
laughter o witness the

major legal Blunders

made by Major O .

Firstly, upon being
questioned as to why
freedom runners were ar-
rested and MY 49 stadium
sealed off by the army on
Sat. 16 July - this major
mumbled something a-
bout regulations 2.

Which very simply
means that the securty
forces can be present at
any actvity which their
information shows “wasg
going to agitate and lead
to viokence, 5o fine if they
want 1o watch a Saturday
morming jog and some
soccer matches - but what
legal nghts o arrest™

Mext day (Sunday, 17
July), culwral concert at
LICT . . .and the BOERS
are there, They state it's
an activity orgamised by
the Cape Town MBC and
therefore illegal.

When it’s pointed out
to them that at that very
moment the MBC is in
court trying o gel s
culiwral concert at UWC
unbanned (it does get a
baetjie complicated) and
that this one at UCT is
being orgamsed by cultu-
ral groups, the response
5 1 see lots of Mandela
banners and T. shirts - 50
this concert 15 now ban-
ned. You have ten
minutes o pack up and
leave! "TI'm tellimg wvou
even the lawvers were a
bit baiMed by that one,
S0 MUCH FOR
BEAAIVLEIS, BUF-
FELS AND
BIRTHIDAYS!!

PRINGESS
HOLESALER

COME IN AND COMPARE OUR PRICES

RETREAT RD ® RETREAT @
PO BOX 79, TOKAI @ TEL 72 3084, 72 3742

WESTDENE BOOKSHOP
FOR PROGRESSIVE
BOOKS & LITERATURE

18 Main Road,
RONDEBOSCH
I'el: (0O21) 6894112
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Now the

Octoher
elections.

1M e ranl eaw moniPa lesding up to October 26, we will hear & kol ol the manicipal sleclions.
Televislon and radic will constantly inform us ol the need to register, the need o wole and the
1o support gosermmeni policies. On Ociobes 38, mone e B 000 people will dkand ior seclions tor
numsrous lecal suthorfies arourd the cowndry. bn Serme of niw Fegulations, one cannol call on
peope 1o boycod the slectiors. The Govermmand s dalarmined nol 10 hawe & repeal o TRES, whan
ol 1584, when lew volers hamed @ for polls in s coloured and Indian eleciions lor the iicemeal

The United Democralic Frosl ed o seccessiul boyoofl of sleclicna

Today tise United Democraiic Froel, B Corgitid & Boulh Alrican Teade Linlani ahd seeaal
pifer crganisalices of the pecple are restricied.

m“mwnmmhMMﬂm.Mmﬂln bz raioen,
s alsmalve media is wnder threst and thousends of polilical prisenens @88 remain locked wp

Bearimg In mind hal ona cannod call lor an slection Boycodl, ane rus] nevertheless o1l sy . . .
Whal a sirange eleciion.

Grmasrools believes that By leos we can do s provides pur Fasdins bith some infarmaion on e
meww synterm ol local Cowemmant

O these pages, we sxplain how the new locel sitherilies and the Regionasl Semnidcss Councils
will ppsernln, what powers it will give us and who will pay for T,
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We, the undersigned members of anti-apartheid
solidarity groups and organisations in the Federal
Republic of Germany,

- wholeheartedly support the campaign -

SAVE THE PRESS!

- futhermore, pledge:
to mobilize and intensify pressure against further attempts
to muzzle Weekly Mail, Grassroots, Saamstaan, New Era,

Work in Progress, New Nation, South and The Sowetan;

STOP STOFFEL!

to intensify pressure on the Kohl government to implement
mandatory and comprehensive sanctions against the Botha

regime;

South African Scholarship Fund, Tuebingen
Pro Oikumene, Stuttgart
Anti-Apartheid Movement in FRG and Berlin (West), Bonn

Medico International, Frankfort

Action Group: Free Nelson Mandela, Stuttgart
Women against Apartheid, Bremen

Women and Men against Apartheid, Bieleteld
Women for South Africa, Wuerttemberg

South Africa Support Group - Protestant Women's Federation in the FRG,
Frankfurt

South African Action Group in Westphalia, Bielefeld
Self-tax Movement, Stuttgart

The Covenant Project - Coordination, Hamburg
Covenant Project, Bremen

Covenant: Wuerttemberg-Driefontein

Covenant Project, North Elbia, Hamburg

Covenant: Luebeck-Rooigrond

Covenant: Braunschweig-Huhudi

Covenant: Franfurt-Kwelerha

Covenant: Wiesbaden-Kwelerha

Covenant Project, "Westphalia and Lippe”

SANCTIONS NOW!
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NEWS BRIEFS
BIRTHDAY BANNINGS

"CELEBRATING a birthday is a human event that
s very basic 1o human life. Shanng in that event is
equally basic™, Archbishop Stephen Naidoo said in
i statement

“With the bannming of some of the planned
activities for the 70th birthday of Nelson Mandela,
the South Afncan authontics are making them-
sclves look quite rdiculous,

People have a nght to celebrate a birthday. This
particular birthday is that of a man who 5 widels
respected not only within South Africa bul also
abroad. Banning festivities for this occasion will not
make it go away,

Rather it mises the awful question: What will they
ban next?

We find these banmings quite unacceptable and
rise the strongest objections against them.

We pray that after 25 years
Mandela will be released
restored 1o his family and society so that he can be
patrt of the building of a new and just South Africa.

Cultural workers unite

ITHE Western Cape Cultural Workers Congress
wiis launched over the weekend of July 30tk 1o 31st
at UCT.

Involvimg 150 delegares. 60 from rural areas as lar
ofl as Cuelishoorn and Beiwfort West, the congress
agreed on o brogd programme:
® 10 organise cultural workers in the Western Cape
® o foree o closer alliance between cultural workers
iand commumY Organsations
® o present workshops on culiure
® 1o create a magaane for cultural workers
® o examine and monitor the cultural boveott.

An executive commitiee was elected which would
be responsible for convening a similar workshop
within the next 3 months.

Law students boycott

LAW students st UWC are into their sccond week
of chass boveotts. This is in solidanty with Constitu-
tional Law students who have been out since May.,

A SRU spokesperson said that Dirst-vear Consti-
tutional Law students” main grievance was about a
lecuturer. Mr. Fredencks, the lecturer, appears to be
1o advanced for the first-vear students who've been
unable 10 understand and come to grips with his
COLirse.

Law students reject the Law faculty’s suggestion
thiat a commussion of mquiry be set up o investigale
the accusitons.

Rather they are prepared 1o boyvoou clusses until
Mr. Fredencks is appointed as a lecturer of second-
vear students and above or first-vear students be
allowed to attend pan-time classes presented by
other lecturers.,

Ashley Kriel

COMMUNITY organisations in Bonweheuwel re-
cently held a week of activities 1o commemorate the
death of ANC guenlla, Ashley Kriel.

The activities were marked by heavy “system ™
prescence at most of the events. Despite this, a
church service, attended by BOD people; heard
teachers and students pay tnbute to one of the finesi
sons of Africa.

Other events included a candle light vigil, the
nauguration of the renaming of the main hall in
Community House, awareness programmes on “The
life and times of Ashley Kriel' and a visit to his
graveside.

A student rally at Ashley Kriel High 1o mark the
end of the week “could not happen™. During the
course of the week several students were arrested for
questioning and later released.

CIVIC FORMED
IN SURREY ESTATE

THE Surrey Estate and District Civie Association
was launched on Wednesday 20 Julv in the
Methodist Church in Surrey Estate,

The Civic Association will cover Greenhaven,
Primrose Park and Surrey Estate areas,

serving as its President is Mr. Essa Moosa, a
prominent Cape Town lawyer. Chairperson of the
civic is pharmacist, Mr. Jimmy Matsimella. Com-
menting on the reasons for the formation of the
civic, he said: *We feel there are a lot of issues facing
our community and we need & structure which can
take up all these campaigns. We have few lacilities
in the arca, the pension scheme fund is a real
problem and then there are the coming municipal
clections’
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Matthew Gnn.lﬁe - his death stil mourned

“How long will

we be
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GONIWE
KILLERS
NOT
FOUND

ON Saturday July 20, 1985, more than &0 000 people
converged on the tinv township of Lingelihle in
Cradock for the funeral of four UDF leaders.
Mathew Goniwe, Fort Calawa, Sparrow Mkhonto and
Sicelo Mhlauli had gone missing on June 29- three
weeks earlier, The car in which they had been travelling
was found burmt ouwt on the road between Port
Elizabeth and Cradock. A few dayvs later, their badly
mutilated bodies were found noa Held.

Sicelo Mhlauh was a popular Oudishoorn principal at
the time of his death. Gonwe, Cakata and MEhonto
were all members of the Cradock Residenis Ass,
The questions surrounding their deaths still remain.
Shortly after their deaths numerous academucs put up
a massive reward (o find the killers of the UDF leaders,

Despite this, no-one was amested. Today, three vears
later, the killers of Gomiwe, Mhlauli, Mkhonto and
Calata are still at large.

The inayest into the deaths have starned but the case
was recently posiponed for a few months,

The four men were held in high esteem, not only by the
people of Cradock, but by a broad cross-section of
South Afncans

This was clear at their funeral on June 20, 1985 when
tens of thousands paid their final respects to four true
palriols.

kept out in the rain?”

PARLNTS of the cleven
tresson tralists awaning
trial in the Supreme

Al fmed

Court ure upset

being allowed w attend
coirt hennngs,

The cleven are: Mr.
Py Yengem. Jenmy
Schremer. Lumkin Nyim-
. Mr Michowe! Meamk-
e Lumbeimba, Mr
Mbutu Richmaond MNeuwku
Mr Wellington Mong-
mele MEkwandla, Mre Mi-
Vitaras, Mr Crain
Kruser, Mr Chrstopher
Gilfard, Mr Sikibochs
Charles Mohale and Mr
Alphets Mkwamdn Ndo-
de.

During the last appear-
ance Gimily and frends of
the trialists were forced o
wail in the min outside
the Wynberg Magistrate's
Conrt,

hetelel

]im |rllllll iyl
I

”!I“!u

BENNY
at

637-1321

637-1332

[he  magistrate, Mr
5. MeCuarthy, ruled at
the previous hearning that
the parents were restrict-
el Irom attemding  the
court provesdings be-
“dismptions™,

Ihe parents had sung
Mkt Sikilch Afnka with
thet trialists,

“When our peaple ap-
presar i cenrt ok s fhe omlly

criiee ol

ooty we hase o
Mtk phsical contoct
will hweinn™
sperkesperson for the prar-
Cnils TR CLmmiLiee,

% Pollsmasor we can
omily speak 1w them
throusgh  the gliss win-
dlisws - we aren’t allowed
o towch them™,

At the last hearing Mr
Me Carthy allowed three
relatives into court and

. saind i

=ied only they could be
present on the next ap-
pearance as they were
‘obviously able 1o behave’

“Courts are supposed to be open to
the public”

He refused an apphca-
tion by the trialists for the
setting aside of his order
preventing  the  relatives
from being in court.

“We are very upset at
this. Courts are supposed
to be open to the public.
How long will we be kept
out- in the rain?" asked
the support commities
SpoOkCsEperson

she suid that althowgh
parcnis were not able to
attend the trnal, the mor-
ale of the tnalists was
very high,

_we give you the best of both workss — speed & quality..

ESQUIRE PRESS

(PTY) LTD.

VANGUARD DRIVE, ATHLONE INDUSTRIA 7764
PHONE: 637-12601

® LITHOGRAPHERS ® RUBBER STAMFS ¢
* PHOTO-TYPESETTERS @

“They won most of the
demands of their hunger “Qur people have been
strike last month”, she in detention for long
said, enough. now they are sull
languishing in prson
"while they wait for a
Supreme Cournt date™,
said the family® 5 spokes-
person.

Supreme Court.

“They were in 1solation
since they first appeared
but are now being held
three to one cell™.

The trialists are sull not
satisfied with their condi-
tions at Pollsmoor.

They have been promi-
sed that therr complaints
will be passed on 1o the
chiel magistrate in Wyn-
berg, who will hear their
ETIEVANCES,

The parents are also
concerned at the delay in
bringimg the tnal o the

“Some of us think
will be better i the tral
wias held in another town,
even il i means thay we
have to travel every day.

“But then at least the
iral would have stared™.

Al the last hearing the
lawyers for the tnalists
objected 1o the delay.

They said it left their
clients with “little com-
fort as to when this mat-
ter will be finalised™,

ALL OUR MEATS ARE A CUT
ABOVE THE REST!

12 VENTURA MATROOSFONTEIN
STOCKISTS OF LP GAS
FOR REFILLS
ELECTRICAL HARDWARE
GAS SPARE
PHONE: 932-1950

EASI GAS)
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ON REGISTRATION

GOYERMNMENT attem-
pis 1o further conirol the
media sulfercd a sethack
when immense pressure -
sulted in the suspension of
the registration deadline.
Minister of Home Af-
fairs Stolfel Botha an-
nounced that the July 31
deadline would be “sus-
pended indefinitely™.

The announcement was
made on July 28 - the same
day on which more than 20
journalisis picketed throu-
ghoui the peninsula again-
5t the forced registration of
journalisis.

The picket bad been or-
ganised by the Western
Cape Region of the Save
the Press Campaign.

The registration regula-
tions had been  imposed
with the latesi staie of
emergency. Il requined
Bews agencies o register
with the Director General.

In terms of the regula-
lions, news agencies would
have been required (o sup-
py the name and address
of every journalist, com-
menialor, NEWs COrmespon-
dent or photographer on
their stafl,

The Minister would
have Been eatitled to order

any news agency to supply
his office with each piece
of news material they pro-
duce.

The Sawe the Press
Campaign said in a state-
ment: “This s a seall ban
significant victory Tor
those who strive Tor press
freedom.

The Save the Press
Campaign will continue to
rally support against the

blatani attack on the righi
of all South Alncans o he
informed,™

Pressure on the issue
had ako come Trom the
mainstream press who be-
lieved they too were affec-
ted by the repulations.

Mr Bothes had carlier
sald thai this was nol the
case. It is clear that the
regulations are aimed al
the alternative media.
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OVERNMENT BACKTRACKS

ISSUE

Who'’s in the campa:gn

THE Save the Press Campaign {Western
Cape) has brought toget-her a very large
number of media groups in Cape Town
and as far afield as Ouwdishoorn and
Saldanha,

More than 40 groups are presently
involved in the campaign,. These include
publications under threat such as Grass-
roots, South, Weeklv Mail, Out of Siep
and Saamsiaan, religious publications
such as the Western Province Council of
Churches' Crsis NWews, Muslhim Views
and Al-Chalam as well as Aliematiel, the
publication of the West Coast Council of
Churches; student publications such as
Varsity, UCT SRC News, the Sowthern
African Society of Journalisis (SASJ), the
Media Workers Association of South
Alfrica (Mwasa), journalist students at Pe-
pinsula Technikon and Siellenbosh Uni-
versity, Cape Town Book Publi-shers

{consisting of David Phillip Publishers,
Bavan Press, Camelon Press anad g,
Youth Publications Upbeat, Leaming
Roois amd Molo Songololo, irade union
media such as Sadwu News (South Afrn-
can [o-mestic Workers Unlon, Cosatu
“ews and Clothes Line {Garment and
Allied Workers Union)

Media Commttees and media oo-
ordinators of organmsations are  also
represented on the campaign structures
These include groups such as the Cape
Youth Congress, ldasa (Insttute for
Democratic Altermatives in South Afn-
ca), the Western Cape Students Cong-
ress and the Western Province Tertiary

|‘~u|dr.m~. Representatives Council (WPT

SRC). Others who are working actively
in the campaign are Soldanty, Albes
Press, LUIWC News, Ant-Censorship Ac-
tion Group (ACAG), UCT Radio and
the South African Students Press Umion
{Saspu).

This journalist (left) was one of more than 20 journalist who picketed July 27

i ..
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Jazz lovers diaplayed their excliameni at me Mitchells Plain Fre-ednm Cun:eﬂ

FREEDOM CONCERT

CITY jazz lovers rocked up en masse at the Mitchell's Plain Crisis Committee’s Freedom
Concert at Westridge City on Sunday 3Ist July.

A ‘Concert with a Conscience’ it clearly was as Westridge City's walls vibrated with ‘Free our
children' and ‘Viva Mandela’s' throughout the ten-hour musical blast.

The cultural bill featured Cape Town's best: Robbie Jansen and co., Sapphire, T's Choice,
Raak Wys, Airborne, Venom.

And if those attending thought it was going to be all jazz and jive they were wonderfully
enlightened by the District Six cast.

Individual members of District Six certainly lived up to their much-celebrated name. Keeping
the audience on its feet with fast-forward singing acts the one moment, they had them clenching
hands and fists with freedom fervour the next.

All this highlighted by a heartrending performance of the now famous ‘My broerjie, my bra’
and the ‘Seven Steps of Stone’.

In short - the show was a stupendous success! For its remarkable organisers, the Mitchell’s
Plain Crisis Committee; its thought-provoking performance and its warm socially conscious
audience . . . VIVA MITCHELL'S PLAIN CRISIS COMMITTEE VIVA!

Robbie Jansen thrilling the capacity crowd with his
magical Saxophone at Westridge City last month
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Contraception: Women must

have the ri

CONTRACEFTION, Family
Flanning and Birth Control affect
many people (men and women) at
some tme in their lives. Some
people see contraceplion as a pri-
vate or individual matter.

But when we realise that it affects
many people, who face the same
problems, it becornes a problem
with broader social and political
dimen-sions,

Family planning has brought
both benefits and problems to
WOImEn.

Large numbers of women have
been freed from unwanted pregnan-
cies. Women can also now control
their own fertility.

While contraception can be used
to expand our personal freedom,
there are definite limits.

This s so because only a few
have the knowledge, information
and skills and many women don™t
know they have a choice regarding
the type of Family Planning met-
hods they want to use,

Many women hnd themselves in
siluations where they are given an
injection after birth not knowing

that it is a contraceptive method.

She s not given a chance Lo decide
whether she wants to wse family
planning, and then she is given an
injection and in most cases it is
Depo Provera.

| have spoken (o some women
and they told me their experiences
about contraceptive methods. This
i5 one of the many stornes | hisicned
Lo

Ms Colleen Jacobs gave birth to

ight to choo

a pretiy little baby and the day she
was discharged from hospital, the
sister in charge told her that she has
i gel an imjection o stop the
bleeding,

Collen didn’t know what this was

all about and took the injection.

Then Colleen started feeling miser-
able.

She complained of constant
headaches and dizziness and the
bleeding never stopped. She only
found out later after she had gone

to see her doctor that she was on
Depo Provera.This is not the first
time that something like this hap-

pened.

Lots of women can tell yvou how
they were given Depo or other
family planning without choice.

DEPDO PROVERA is a contra-
cep-tive injection which prevents
pregnancies for at leasts three
months in the followang ways:

l. it prevents ovulation to take
place, ie. the monthly release of an

epp.

2. by creating a mucous barrier at
the entrance of the womb, so that
sperm do not enter easily.

There are many different opin-

ions about Depo Provera .Depo
Provera 1s often accompamed by

many side effects.

® The injection often changes wo-
mens periods, causing heavy bleed-
ing or else bleeding many times a
month, Sometimes there is no blee-
ding at all.

® Depo Provera goes on working
for longer than it should and some
women are unable to fall pregnant
for up to two years after having the
Injeciion.

® Deno Provera causes women to
put on weight. Some women also
experience headaches, dizziness,

SE

loss of hair, pains in the back, legs
and breasts. Women can lose desire
for sex.Some people fear that the:
drug might cause cancer uf the
womb and breasts.

Because Depo Provera wasn't
proven absolutely safe, it s not
used freely in Britain, US.A. and
other countries. Now recently it has
been banned in Zimbabwe. Look at
what is happening in South Africa,
We looked at the annual reports of
the medical officers of the City
Council and the Divisional: Coun-
cil. They reported that 63 600
people make use of City Council
clinics and 31 000 make use of
Divisional Council clinics,

52% of African women are given
Depo Provera compared with only
7% of white women. 92% of white
women choose the pill.

We can ask the question, WHY?
Is it to assist the government to
control the population or is it what
some family planning sisters say
evervdayv, that the Africans and the
coloured working class is not edu-
cated enough to use the pill.

. We say that information skills
and knowledpe must be shared with
the people. Women would then be
able o make decisions regarding
family planning.

If you are being told that Depo
might have all these effects on you,
will you continue to use it?

Remember you have a choice as
to which contraceptive method you
want to use. Don't let anybody
force you or give you an injection
under false pretences.

World focus on Sharpeville 6, but

HANGINGS OCCUR
EACH WEEK

THE Sharpeville Six will
not bang - for the moment.
The Six have been granted
a stay of execution while
the court decides whether
they have grounds to have
their trial re-opened, just
days before they were to
go to the gallows.

The minister of justice
Kobie Coetzee has agreed
that the Six who were
found guilty of commaon
purpose in the murder of a
Soweto Community Coun-
cillor should not hang until
every legal avenue has
been exhausted.

The appeal court has not
yet decided whether the
trial should be re-opened.
Two of the state witnesses
have admitted that they
lied in the original trial.

@

ALLCAPE
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But, at the world wai-
ches and insists for the
outcome of the Sharpeville
Six case, a person is han-
ged at Pretoria Central
Prison almost every second
day.

More than 70 people
have been executed al-
ready this vear, and a
‘record” 164 people were
hanged last year giving
South Africa one of the
highest world figures for
capital punishment.

As the international out-
CFY grows over the case of
the Sharpeville Six, for-
eign governments have

threatened (o close South

African Embassies, reluse

landing rights to South

@

The homes and business people™

Property sales

Propery development

Property repair and mainte nance
Property finance
Properly mangement
Insurance
76 Victoria Road, Woodstock, 7925
F.A. Onia, M.5. Jackson, Dr. A. Pillay

African planes and visas to
South African towrists.

The South African
Youth Congress
C0) campaign to “Save
the Patriots on Death
Row" has identified 32
comrades sentenced to die

for their belief in a free,
non-racial SA,

. S

HOLD IT!!

‘BEFORE YOU THROW THIS NEWSPAPER AWAY, HAVE
YOU FILLED IN YOUR SUBSCRIPTION FORM YET?

Grassroots Subscription Rates

Local

Individuals: ‘R30:00 R35,00
Institutions: R35.00 R40,00

P.0. BOX 1161, CAPE TOWN 8000

NAME: ...
AI]I]HE?-E.‘

POSTAL CODE;
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Mr Gija turns 100

f OUR years ago the President of the Ciskei bantustan,
Lennox Sebe, had a dream. In his dream bhe saw a young
man and an old man. The young man sent the old man to
jail. Because he did not respect his elders the young man

sulfered a lot of bad luck.

When Sebe awoke the next moming he felt bad. He
could not forget his dream and he became worried. Then
he remembered a Httle place called Mgwali.

His policemen had gone there and arrested a number of
people, including a man of 95 called Herman Gija, Sebe

| decided to release Mr Gija in the hope of avoiding bad
 luck prophesised in his dream. When Mr Gija was told he
was [ree to go he reflused to leave the prison. He said that
he would only return to Mgwali if another old man, My
Dyani, was also released. Sehe decided to allow both of

| them to go home.

Today, lour years later, the people of Mgwali sfill tell
this story. Mr Dyani has passed away by Herman Gija is
still strong. On 30th June this year he tumed 100,

He was born in Mgwali and has lived there for most of
his life. When he was 15 he left for Johansesburg to work
for the Benoni mumicipality. But, says Mr Gija, “my
heart was still in Mgwali and [ decided to return in 1932
to work in the fiekds™.

Since returning to Mgwali Mr Gija has been working
in the fields. He also built a shop which his family ran, but
it was burnt down in an arson attack in 1985. He wants to

Today Herman Gija is a remarkable 100 year old. He
reads the newspapers daily without glisses, leads his
family in prayer, and his mind is as clear as that of 2 man
much, much younger. He talks about his experience as if
they occured yesterday.

from the Grahamstown Rural Committee newsletter

African  Overseas

R45,00
R60,00

“NOBODY BEATS
POPPY’S PRICES”

“the. poor man’) f_ritnf
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ALL over the world, excitement is mounting. Will it
be Ben Johnson or Carl Lewis in the mens 100m? Will
Heike Dreschler beat Florence Joyner in the womens
100m? And will Said Aouita make the 1500m crown
his own?

In a few weeks, a runner will enter Seoul's Olympic
Siadium bearing a torch. He will light the Olympic -

Flames, to open the
South Korea.

coverage of the games,

knowmn,

liberation movemeni,

SOCCER enthusiasts in
the Cape Youth Congress,
Western Cape Civic Asso-
ciation and several other
organisations in Tambo
square had at the begin-
ning of the vear Tormed
Manvano (Unaity) Soccer
Club.

The soccer club, com-
mitted (o non-racial sport,
wrote a letter to Grass-
rools requesting  sponsor-
ship of soccer jerseys,
boots and tracksuits.

They further requested

1988 Olympic games held in

Because of apartheid, South Africa was banned from
participating in the games from 1964,

S0, Pretoria got the TV rght to make South
Africans Torget they were excluded. From 19810, South
Africa has been banned from receiving satellite TV

A Few rich whites still got on a plane and weni o
watch the 1984 Los Angeles games live, This year,
South Africans are banned from even buving tickels
and watching the games.

The world has made its revulsion against apartheid
The Mympic Games stand for human
brotherhood, friendship and respect. While apartheid
remzins in force, South Africa has no place there.

But not all South Africans are banned from the
Games. The exiled South African Non-Racial Olym-
pic Committee (SANROC), which stand with the
is accorded almost the full
status of a national Olympic Committee. This is clear
recognition that the world is nol anti-South African,
but simply anti-apartheid.

Manyano
callsfor help

that the jerseys and track-
suits be in black, green and
gold as well as carryv the
Cape Youth Congress
(CAYCO) logo.
Grassroots  would  like
to, on hehall of Manyano
socoer club, make an ap-
peal on the community to
support them in raising
money for their soccer-kit.
Contributlions can be
senl (o the Grassrools of-
fices, Cine 400 Building,
Ryvlands Estate. Phone:
637-1321/637-1332.
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Ben Johnson in ‘Action

FOOTBALL
TENSIONS

THE excitement

and mervous football
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their last game, will now meet Factreton

Ulmited i the dih rownd

lEmsion 5 mow  sLartimg o banld  up
amongst the remaining 32 teams of the
4th round of the Western Province
Football Boards’s (WPFB) Prestige Vir-
ginia Challenge Cup Competibon

holders of this
arpusing trophy is going through a lean
pericd and are expeniencing a bad paich
in the league competition this season.

The defending champions suftered a
severe Blow last week when their star
provingial plaver,
sidelined by a torn hgament mpury which
will keep him out for the rest of the
season, Matroosfontein 13 known to be
an unprediclable side, especially in
knockoul compentons. Therefore it
would be wrong to underestimate their
ability as they can stll come back

But the team that 1s npped by many
soccer [ollowers o reign supreme 15 the
Bonicheuwel’s heroes Blugum Wizards,
who after their fine performance when
they bet the high-riding Battswood in

Matroosfontein, the

John Johnson was

Morwaiy Parks, WPFA Premier Divi-
TR l:'_'ll:1|'|||}|-.||'|-- micel sixon Kovers, list

vear's Challenge Cup Dlinalists i another
tough battle.

Pemimsula Ulnited who has an aursade
chance and also winners of this trophy
984, take on Wolves from Cape Town
Distnct whilst Everton (Cape  Flats)
meels Young Spurs {Central) in the dih

roaLirch

sclwyn Farks {WPFA) and South-
ampton {Dwstnctl, the two dark horses
in the competition, aller victones over
Premier Division Teams, Liverpool und
Silvertown Swifls face another gruelling
battle against Clover United and Kinls-
nver in the 4th round respectively

All games of the next round will be
plaved at Athlone Stadium,
® Western Province will be truvelling 1o
Durban on Sunday where they will be
meeting Southern Natal Kwarulu in g

SASF ]ntl:'r-pi'l.'l".||'||,'|,1| pime

“Wise Guys”

riding high

THE red, white and blue
colours of "“Wise Cuys™
as Bluegum Wizards are
affectionately referred 10
by their fans has recently
knocked Battswood oul
of the Western Province
Football Boards Virginmia
Challenge Cup.

Their wvictory over the
mighty Battswood has
made them one of the
favourites to win WPEB's
“FA cup”. The ball wiz-
ardry and shck passing of
the talened Wizards
team has made them one
of the most exciting and
respected teams on the
soccer fiekd
Dunng this scason thev
lost to Sea Point Swilts in
the Challenge Cup Final,
They retumed o Metro-
politan the following year
and has been the premier
league champions for the
past two years,

Metropolitan  Football
Association, currently the
WPFB Inter-Union
Champions, has five
Bluegum plavers in their
squad. In addition 1o this
the Wizards star plaver
Michael Klein-
smith 15 one of two Mels
Plavers in the Provincial

leam
In 1982 thev decided

tomove to the Cape Flas

coach,
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The Bluegum Wiz-
ards boys are deternned
te chinch it this time

Football Association be-
cause Metropolitan with-

drew from the WPFB

ADVICE OFFICE FORUM

P.O. BOX 9. HANOVER PARK 7782

Require the Following suitable
Staff member

Organising Officer

Job Description: Setting up new offices
Providing support to existing offices
Putting offices in contact
with AOF and other resources
encouraging the development of
individuals in each office

Requirements: Ability to work
collectively on daily basis
Willingness to work long hours
Experience and understanding of
community based organisations

Applicants should be prepared to
live in Cape Town
A valld drivers licence is essential

A written application together
with C.V. and two references
Should be addressed to:

The Secretary, P.O. Box 9,
Hanover Park 7782
CLOSING DATE 31st AUGUST 1988




