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Debbie Michaels - Guentin believes in freedom for
the people.

Families of
sentenced
men speak

HOURS before 13 young Cape Town men were
sentenced at the end of the large ANC trial in the
mupreme Cowrt, Family members spoke (o Grassroots of
their hopes, fears and expectations.

Most of the Tamily members interviewed said they felt
strong and prepared themselves for the worst. They were
strengthened by the tremendous support they had received
form the commumily.

Joseph Ngoma's wife Sheila siad. “1 will accept the
sentence. It has been difficull to make ends meet without
my hushand. We have three children one was bom alier
his arrest. 1 will try to make the kids just as happy as
when their father was around.

Debbie Michaels of Bonteheuwel insisted that she was
notl only Quentins wife but also his comrade. She said
that her schooltcacher hushand was a Tounder member of
the Honteheuwel Youth Movement (BYM). “Quentin
believes strongly in the freedom of the people and the
Freedom Charter™, she said.

Cecil Fsau's fiance Patricia told Grassroots, “knowing
he is strong makes me strong, but | still Teel frustrated.
She said that she will marry Cecil on Robben lsland.

“Cecil 5 a lreedom lighter and not a terrorist™ she
said.

CHga MNeivita's hushand Anderson was also jailed. The
couple have four children aged between 3 vears and 12
years,

All the families believed that freedom for the people
wias nol far ofl.

A large crowd gaihered at the Cape Town Supreme Court
on August 12 in support of the 13 men.

Lizo Bright Ngguagwana, 17, the Western Cape
commander of Umkhonto We Sizwe was jailed for life.
Joseph Ngoma, 28, and Theophilus Maukwa were
senteced to 15 years each.

Cecll Esaw, 31 amd Quentin Michaels, 17, was
sentenced to 12 years each. Sazi Veldiman was sentenced
to 15 vears.

They were all convicted of terrorism.

The others were sentenced to between 3 and 8 years in
prison.

They are Douglas Myamya (8 years), Reed Macozoma
(5 vears), Norman Macanda, 29, (3 years), Joseph
Mkhulwa (5 years), Gladwin Mabengeza (8 years) and
Cyril Niabeni (3 vears) and Anderson Ncivita, 3, (5

YEArs).

MATIOMNAL
Day was celebrated coun-
trywide on Avgust 9

It was on this day 31
vears ago when 20,000
women marched to Pre-
[Ord 1In an anti-pass pro-
test which shook the na-
Lo,

This vear, Cape Town
women marked the diy
with & mass rallv ar 1 ¥
Samaj Centre in Athlone

apeakers included Dl
lah Omar, UDF chair-
person, Mrs  Adelade
Mithiya, wvice-chairperson
ol the United Women's
Congress and Cheryl
Carolus, lformer UDF
SOCTClary

Mrs Ivw Knel, mother
o Ashley Knel, the ANC
activist killed by police
last month also spoke and
thanked people for their
SUpport.
FOCUS ON WOMEN
(5€e centrespread )

Womens
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United in song. Members ol UWCO at the mass rally attended by 1 000 people

7[Z& UDF-FOUR

YEARS OF
STRUGGLE

The Surrey Estate branch of the United Womens Congress (UWCO) put up a play at the National Womens Day mass rally

NATIONAL WOMENS DAY
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Concern for detainees grow

FEAR for the safety of detai-
mees held under section 29 of the
Internal Secunty Act continues
o grow after one fo the deta-
nees wias hospaulized following
an overdose of tablets.

When Mrs Andrina Forbes of
Wynberg saw her 22 vear-old
son Ashley in Groote Schuur
hospital she was so shocked that
she decided o apply for relief to
the Supreme Court, Cape Town.

5he sought an order directing
the Dastrict Surgeon and a psy-
chiatrist appointed by the coun
or hersell 10 examine her son
and report bact 1o the court

Later an agreement was reac-
hed that Mrs Forbes see her son
- on condition they do not
communcile,

Mrs Forbes looked forward
10 the contact with her youngest
son whom she had last seen in
Apnl last vear.

She was, however, shocked
when police allowed her to see
Ahley for only a few minutes
through a one-way glass,

Mrs Forbes, who said in court
that she feared for her son’s life,
descnibed the “visit' as “cruel
and callous™

Ashley was detained on May
16 with Peter Jacobs, 21, of
Mitchells Plain. Both had been
on the run for more than a vear.

Mrs P. Jacobs of Miichells
Plain suffers the double anguish
of bother her son Peter and son-
in-law Donovan Jurges being in
detention.

Besides Peter, Donovan and
Ashley, there are 8 others held in
terms of Section 2 in the
Western Cape. They are: Aadee-
lah Maker, 19 and Kamema
Semaar, 20, both of Mitchells
Plain, who were detained on
July 22, 62-year-old Rukaya

KEhan of Belhar and her two
daughters Gadija, 35 and Fane-
da, 24: Leon Scou, 2B, a Lotus
Semior Secondary schoolteacher
from Bonteheuwel; Vusumz
Mdam, 20, formery of Oudrs-
hoom, detained on Apnl 23 and
17-year-old Bonteheuwel pupil
Chnstopher Rutledge.

Section 29 is widely regarded
as the worst form of detention.
It allows for indefinite detention
for the purposes of interrogation
The detainee has no access 1o
lawyers, personal doctors, fami-
ly or fnends.
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Struggle for a living wage
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Councll workers huﬁ won an Increase, but the struggle continues.
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CAPE TOWN’'S RAILWAY

WORKERS STAND FIRM

WORKERS at the Cape
Town Docks confronted
their foreman after a

young railway worker,

Paul Tamsanga Kutu,

wias detained for ques-
tioning by members of
the security police.

The 22-year-old labou-
rer had been one of 30
South Afncan Railway
and Harbour Workers
union members who had
a meeting in A berth,
where wo shopstewards
weng elected,

Kutu told Grassroots
that he was questioned
for about an hour about
the meetings and told by
the polie that only one
union, Blatu, s allowed
0 have mestings.

He said: “My answer
was that we can hold
meetings because in A
berth there are no Blatu
members, we are all
members of Sarwhu.

When [ returned to the
docks, the workers asked
what had happened and |
informed them, They be-
lieved that the foreman,
Snyman, had called the
police. The workers de-
manded an explanation
from Snyvman. Snyman
said he called the police
because [ am a member
of UDF and Cosatu. The
workers then told him
that we are all members
of UDF and Cosatu.

They warned him that if a
worker is detained again,
everyone will stop work-
ing and accompany him
to the police station.
They told Snyman that

if there are any problems
he should consult with
the elected shopstewards.

Kutu claimed that
while he was away on 10
days sick leave, from July
10 1o 20, Snyman threat-
ened the workers that if
they hold meetings again,
“he will call the big van to
pick us all up and take us
to pollsmoor™,

He said that the fore-
man called him a few
weeks ago and told him
that he was going to see
the Port Manager and tell
him that “either I must go
or he must go”.

On Monday August 3,
Snyman was transferred
to G berth,

Kuu told Grassroots
that the workers at the
Docks are campaigning
to get the foreman as well
as a labour inspector out
of the docks. They are
unhappy with their con-
duct.

The workers are also
engaged in a struggle to
get the South African
Transport Services (Sats)
to recognise Sarwhu and
its democratically-clected
shopstewards,

THROUGH organisa-
tion we should make 1987
the year we pul up wages
significantly. Our living
wage campaign, together
with all Cosats Unions,
must mobilise every mine
and every factory into
action” These were the
words of James Motlatsi
pres. of NUM at thair
Annual Congress,

It is with this kind of

determunation that Cosa.
tu s tackling their cam-
paign for a living wage,
Thousands of workers are
presently engaged in wage
disputes with the NUM
(Mational Union of Mine-
workers) leading the way.
The present stnke by
more than 230 000 miners
the biggest ever wapge
strike in 5.A. and one of
the most costliest with

-
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SHOP AT ELITE
IT MAKES CENTS

THE wage dispute between the Cape
Town City Council and thousands of
municipal workers came to an end
carlier this month, with all the workers
gaining a 10 percent increase,

At a meeting of the Cape Town
Municipal Workers Association
(CTMWA) held at the Good Hope
Centre on August 6,9 000 workers voted
to accept the councils’ offer.

This means that workers eaming a
minimum wage of R101.66 wall now take

home RI1E.66.

The workers, however, decided that
they would conunue with the campaign
for a living wage for all. CTMWA, had
demanded a RS increase - a demand
which enjoyed general support amongst
the membership.

CTMWA had onginally rejected the
offer of a 10 percent increase. The union
feld that this would increase the dispa-
rity between higher paid and lower paid
categories. The umon demanded an
adjustment that would reduce the dispa-
nty.

Members called on the umon to re-

continues - council workers

open negotiations with the council.
Negotiations dragged on for over two
months. Members became  disatisfied
and angry. They spontancously decided
to work to rule.

Workers believed that they had pre-
viously worked more hours than they
were required to. They then insisted on
going back to the depot to have their
lunch between 12 and 12,30 pm. They
would knock off strictly at 4.12 pm, the
stipulated knock-off time.

In support of cleansing workers, elec-
tricity workers banned all overtime.

Their action resulted in a pile-up of
dirt throughout the Peninsula,

Al the massive meeting in the Good
Hope Centre speakers said the increases
were not enough to meet their real needs
due to increasing costs of rents, food,
transport and elecincity.

“Council gives us a mere 10 percent
but at the same time puts up rents. They
give with the one hand and steal with the
other.” The workers therefore are det-
ermined to continue the struggle until all
have a lnving wage.

DAKAR REPORT BACK

E Mitchells Plain Region of the
United Democratic Front will be
oiding a “Darker Report back
meeting at the Rocklands Civic
Centre this Sunday.

Speakers will include the national

co-ordinator of IDASA, Dr Frede-
rick van Zyl Slabbert, Dr Andre
Odendaal and Professor Jakes

The three speakers were part of a
delegation of 50 South Africans,
mainly Afrikaners, who met with a
delegation from the African Natio-
nal Congres in Dakar, Senegal last
month.

They will report back on various
aspects of their discussions with the
exiled movement.

Rok!ands Civic Centre
Sunday 16 August 2.30 pm

South African workers show their strength

mine bosses losing more
than R100 million a day.

Although the mine
bosses are offering a 17%
increase mineworkers are
pushing for 30; to keep
in line iwth the Asing cost
of living.

The show of force by
NUM (Natonal Union of
Mineworkers) will surely
give other Unions a boost
in their drive to build and

mobilise a national cam-
paign for a living wage.
Between 12 000 and
15 000 chemical workers
are presently involved in a
higher wage campaign.
Chemical workers at
some factories are
amongst the highest paid
in the country with eamn-
ings of more than R4,00
an hour - a step towards a
aving wage and a widely
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popular demand of
COSATU.

Many other umons are
engaged in similar United
Worker Actions but des-
pite this the campaign has
nol vet come together as
it should mainly due to
weak participation of
Unions both at a local
and regional level. The
states repression also
weakened the campaign.
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What do the
pilgims say?

A muslim reader gave his views on
the tragic event in Mecca recently.

MOST of the pilgrims are back from Mecca and the
returning pilgrims are presently sitting at their homes
land narrating their experiences on their journey. This
year they have an extra task: People are curious o
know what really happened in Mecca when more than
five hundred pilgnms from Iran and other countries
were killed.

when it comes to the Iranis and so most people will
probably sympathise with the Saudi Arabian version of
the story.

The Iranis are Shi'ah Muslims and they form about
twenty percent of the world Muslim population whilst
the rest are Sunni Muslims. Every year a large number
of pilgrims from Iran are joined by others - Sunni and
Shi‘ah - from other parts of the world to protest against
imperialism.

They do so by chanting ‘Death to imperialism’.
Carrying placards they may also chant slogans praising
Khomeini.

The Iranis argue that to protest against imperalism
a part of their duty to Allah because America is the
biggest Satan in the world. Others again say that the
tume of Haj s not the place for political demonstrations
To this the Iranis say that the Prophet Muhammad had
finstructed the pilgrims to run brskly around the
Kaabah - a square black building.

They did this 1o show their physical strength 1o the
{enemies of Islam who were waiching them from the
hills. This showing of strength was clearly political and
[had a military message.

The encmies of Islam today are the impenalists and
||:mu: again we must use the Haj to show them our
strength! the Iranis argue.

The result of all this is the unfortunate death of more
|thar1 five hundred pilgnms, pilgrims who died in the
struggle against impenalism. One may argue that the
Iranis didn't choose the best time and the best place but
few can argue that Saudi Arabia’s love for Amenica is a
igood thing.

Many progressive muslims ‘are also asking i the
Saudi Arabia government can ever be trusted with the
safety of pilgrims again if they had to kill more than
five hundred unarmed pilgrims to break up a peaceful

Cape Town muslims are also supportive of the Arabs

demonstration.

OPPOSITION TO

CONSCRIPTION

THIS week, thousands of white conscripts left 1o do
their military service in the SADF.

But a growing number of conscripts are refusing to
serve, despite heavy penalties. They believe that they
can serve their country better by refusing to paricipate
in the SADF.

In Cape Town, a group of 13 conscnpts have
publicly stated they will not do their military service.

One of these, a Stellenbosch studenmt, Mark Behr,

said:
“One day you realise you have 1o go and fight in a
neighbounng state or in a black township bordening
your own suburb. You realise you have to go and shoot
simply 1o ensure South Africa’s illegitimate government
can further the aims of its own warped ideology.

These are the insights which move one to the point
where you have to say; [ refuse to be part of that ever,
ever again”.

In their statement, which the group presented to the
SADF headquarters in the Castle, Cape Town, the
group said;

“We believe their is a future where all South Africans
can live in peace. We pledge ourselves to build . . . that
future. To serve in the SADF contravenes that pledge.

The group claimed that the SADF contravened
miernational law by 118 occupation of Namibia, and by
committing acts of aggression against neighbouring
states.

“We believe that the State of Emergency is a
declaration of war against the people of South Afirica . .
The root cause of this war is apartheid. It is indefensible
. . it creates poverty and inequality. Its bitter fruits are
hatred and inequality.

The government is clearly concerned about the
growing number of white South Africans refusing to do
military service.

The penalties are very severe - a conscript faces up to
6 years imprisonment for refusing to serve.
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THESE INCREASES
ARE KILLING US

ANGER s starting to
spill over in many Wes-
tern Cape townships as
thousands of strugghng
residents are faced wath
constant increases in the
price of food, rents, elec-
tricity and transport.

With large numbers of
people unemployed and
others earming very little,
the increases are IMPosing
additional hardship and
suffering on residents.

Grassrools spoke 1o a
Mitchells Plain family
and asked them how they
managed to survive in the
present climate. The story
that Mrs September told
Grassrools 15 the samw
story that would be heard
in thousands of Cape
Town homes.

Mrs September is a
housewife and mother of
four children who lives in
Tafelsig, Mitchells Plain.
She receives a mainte-
nance grant of R214,00
per month - the only
income in the house.

For Mrs September it
has become almost im-
possible to support her
family on the Little money
she gets.

With price going up,
she now spends more
money on her weekly
grocenes. Her rent has
gone up twice in March
and August. Her electn-
city is going up for the
second tme in nine
manths,

Not to talk of her
transport, clothing for the
children and H.P. ac-
counts.

Mrs September savs
that she cannot keep up
with her outstanding
debts any longer. The
council 15 sending her
“love letters™ (eviction
notices) on a monthly
basis now.

Because of this, she
worries and suffers from
tension and stress and
cannot skeep at night. Her
children have to go to

school without food and
even faint from hunger
sOMmetimes.

Why do we have to
suffer like this? is the
question many thousands
of residents are asking.
The cost of living goes up
every month but not
wages. Where are all our

rents, electricity and sales
tax going to? What s the
government doing with
our moncy. We are not
getting decent  housing
and more and more peop-
le are joining the ranks of
the unemployed.

We see that the money .

is being used not 1o help

SN ey R

A worker outside one of the ‘Instant

us but to control us. We
see more police and cas-
pirs in our areas. We hear
more nonsense on 1V -
then we must pay for it.
All we hear about 5 re-
form and police parades.
We know that this Gov-
ernment makes promiscs
of reform that will never

houses’ in New Talelsig Area

happen.
We want better houses.
We want a living wage for

all and pnces we can
afford.

We want jobs and secu-
rity.

We want non-racial and
lemocratic South Afnica.

‘Instant houses’ no
solution to problem

A NEW housing scheme in Mic-
hells Plain is turning into a night-
mare for residents who have com-
planed bitterly of the poor condi-

tuons of the houses.

The newly-built houses in the
MNew Tafelsig area in Mitchells Plain
will eventually accomodate hund-

reds of people.

Mrs Simmers who lives in one of
the houses said “Ine rente van dié
huise wat oomag hier opspring is

belaglik™.

Residents in the area are furious
because they believe that council
has taken them for a nde. The
selling price of some of the houses is

*“I pay more

as high as R30 000 with the inside
of the houses being incompleted.

Walls inside the houses are not
plastered nor painted, floors comes
with cement and not the normal
floor tiles and some of the roofs are
already starting to leak.

Mrs Franks another resident who
moved in her house 3 months ago
told Grassroots about her problem:
Jthan RI165,00 rent per
month with rates, electnicity and
water accounts stll o come. |
won't be able to feed my children
one of these days. We hve in very
bad conditions. This place is damp,
cold our clothes stay mouldy and

my children already suffer from
bronchitis™,

A member of the Eastnidge resi-
dents association who is presently
working in the area said that the
council started building the “instant
houses® in April 1987 with average
rent being over R200 per month.
“It's disgusting for people to pay
such high rents while the neccessary
facilities like schools, clinics and
sports grounds are not provided.
It's disgusting to live in a country
with so much wealth where living in
a house has become a privilege and
not a right” the residents associa-
tion member further said.
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The situation in Crossroads has been fense In recent weeks. Here three women look at a bumt oul car.

Stop the fightin

KTC residents are living in
constant fear of being at-
tacked by the “witdoeke".
The rumour of an attack
on KTC spread after a
fight broke out between
the followers of the two
“witdoeke” leaders, John-
son Ngxobongwana and
Prince Gobingca.

In June last year the
witdoeke attacked the Ny-
anga Bush, Nyanga Ex-
tension, Portland Cement

Poem for

and KTC squatter camps.
The fire left about 60,000
people homeless.

KTC residents won the
Supreme Court order re-
straining police, the army
and the witdoeke from at-
tacking them.

KTC residents said they
read from the newspapers
statements from the police
warning them to stay a-
way from the Crossroads

fight otherwise there will
be war.

“We do not know why
they try to associate us
with the fighting because
we are not involved. We
do not support the fight-
ing between our own peo-
ple,” said one KTC resi-
dent. “We just cannot take
sides between them.”

One woman said, “Our
houses are flooded with
water from the rains. The

Womens collective

Government does not take
any notice of us. We so
not get any aid from the
Government.

We heart that Ngxobon-
gwana is a Mayor. We
don't know who elected
him. We have no time for
fights - we want houses”.

A youth who did not
want to be named said,
“This could be another
attempt to remove people
forcibly to Khayelitsha".

CHARTER CONTAINS

Page 6

UCT CLASH:
SANSCO
REPLIES

THE South African National Students Congress
{SANSCO) has condemned the action taken against

black students by UCT.
Twenty-five students have faced disciplinary action,

following the disruption of a meeting addressed by
Mr. Dennis Worral, and a meeting addressed by ex
community councillor Linda Tamsanga. Six stu-
dents have been suspended.

SANSCO accused the university of not seeing
action in a context. “There can be no freedom at
UCT while the oppressed and exploited people of
South Africa are still denied the right to challenge
and resist the attrocities perpetrated by this illegiti-
mate government.

“While the UCT admin has gone to talk with
the people’s movement outside the country, they
have continsed with unjust practises deriding the
democratic objectives of the progressive sectors of
this campus.

SANSCO was angry that Worral was invited to
speak at the university residence withoul proper
consultation of other students. “Dr Worral is a
MNationalist reformist, and he further condones the
State of Emergency.”

SANSCO said that the Moderate Students
Movement (MSM) had defied the administration’s
orders o postpone the meeting with Linda Tamsan-
qa. Despite this, only 2 MSM members were
punished.

“Linda, former mayor of Ibhayi township, who
ordered evictions of Ibahyi residents during the
1985 rent boycoits, has justifiably incurred the
wrath of the oppressed students and the broader
community, Such a provocative action led to direct
confrontation with Linda and the MSM.

SANSCO also expressed their solidarity with
campus workers, who are presently demanding a
wage increase and betier working conditions.
“Their demands for a living wage canmol be
separated from our demands.™

The action taken by the administration . . . s one
part of a deliberate attempt by the government to
undermine and carsh the gains made by the
progressive forces on the education front. As a tool
of this strategy. Saunders has been seen to be
practising double standards in his dealing with the
students. While he publicly supported the struggle
of the Langa High students to reopen their school,
and thereby openly challenging the DET, he then
turns around and acts against the UCT students
who protested against undemocratic practices.

PEOPLE’'S ASPIRATIONS

Dear Grassrools
THERE are some people who are critical of the

Ashley Kriel

formed in Jo’burg

A Bridgetown pupil sent in these two short poems to
Grassroots. It is in rememberance of Ashley Kriel, the
20-year-old Bonteheuwel activist who was killed by
police at a home in Athlone last month.

UNITY

Unity 15 . .,

carrying a battered body

in a bullet-shredded coffin

to teargassed funeral procession
Without Saving: “I'm sorry’,

Requiem for a fag
Son of the Ghettoes

vou rose above the township petals
to bring a bright, new future

to your people

Direams which were to you
realities which should be faced
you put before yourself

Now you are a VICTIM OF CIRCUMSTANCE
an “UNAVOIDABLE"™ accident

which joins brothers like
STEVE BIKO: IMAM HAROUN and others

in some unknown land

But | have a feching
You are watching on
As we toil for success
in building a better tomorrow

Yours
PEPE

Dear Grassroots
THREE women, Jessie
Duarte, Esther Maleka
ard 1 have recently come
together 1o form a wo-
men’s publishing collec-
tive to promote and en-
courage creative wnling
by women in South Afri-
ca, and to provide an out-
let for this wntung. The
first project that the col-
lective 15 working on is
the publication of a book
of poetry by South Aln-
CAN WOTIEN.

Women's poetry has
for a long time been rele-
gated to second place,
and considered inferior to
men's poetry, and women
poets have struggled 1o
find their nightful place in
magazines and books.

It is our hope to redress
this to a small extent with
this book of women's
poctry, We are hoping to
be able 1o give exposure
to relatively unknown or
unpublished poets as well
as o better known writers

We wish this collection
to be representative of the
women of South Africa as

possible, and we are ask-
ing for women to send in
poems that they would
ke us 1o consder for
publication. The poems
can deal with any subject
or issue, and need not be
in English.

The members of the
collective are working as
vilunteers and any in-
come that we receive
from this book will be
used to finance the publi-
cation of a second book,
possibly a book of shor
stoines.

Please send poems in o
The Women's Publishing
Collective
110 Derby Road

Kensington 2094
ar

6 Asum Road
Riverlea

If you have any further
enquines, please phone
Jessie at 837-8956 or Bar-
bic at 615-5924 (Johan-
nesburg).
Yours in the struggle
Barbic Schreiner
Kensington
Johannesburg

Freedom Charter in the light that it is “not a socialist

document™.

I say the Freedom Charter contains the aspirations
of the working people of South Africa. It is not a thesis
for change but is a docement for the socialist

tramsformation of society.

The minimum demand of the balk working class
today is one-person-one-vole in a united South Africa,
as prescribed in the Freedom Charter. This is the last
demand that Botha and the bosses would concede to!

The Freedom Charter therefore does not advocate a
negotiated settlement. The central task facing the
movement is the mobilisation of the black working
class to carry through the transformation of society to

socialism.
Yours fraternally
A. Comrade

Readers object to offensive
slogan in grassroots

Dear Grassrools

WE were most disturbed
by the report in your July
issue concerning the con-
victions of Mr Peter New-
man for painting slogans
on a wall, amongst others
“BOTHA IS A LES-
BIAN". We regard this
slogan as the manifes-
tation of an attitude that
is reactionary in the ex-

treme,

Mr Newman has used
the term “lesbian™ as a
synonym for something
that is altogether loath-
some. This s an insult to
all leshians, and especially
to all those who are active
in the democratic struggle

We would like to regis-
ter our total rejection of
this oppressive slogan;

and also our disappoint-
ment that GRASS-
ROOTS has seen Nt 10
glorily a statement that is
so completely at odds
with the ideals of the
democratic struggle.
Yours in the struggle

J. Nicol; 5. Lapinsky;
Rozena Maart: Y. Khan;
K. Benjamin; G. Kincaid-
Smith; H. Moffet, Koket-

s0 Semenya; Nathi Langa
E. Tintelo; N. Groot-
boom; N. Kelembe, N.
Maphanga.

Roggebaai

We thank you for your
letter and agree fully with
the sentiments expressed.
We faill 1o see, however,
how Grassroots has glorn-
fied the slogan. We simp-
ly reported on court pro-
ceedings, nothing more
and nothing less.
Cirassrools
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TEAM
HONOURS
MPETHA

SOCCER enthusiasts in Caycoi, Sansco, Wectu and
other youth organisations have formed a soccer club in
the townships have formed a soccer club in the
townships t© honour the Veteran Trade Unionist,
Oscar Mpeta and other political prisoners.

Grassroots spoke to one team member. He told
Grassroots that Oscar Mpeta, United Football club
was formed in May 1987 after May Day. He said the
aim of hte Club is to organise all people who promote
non-racial sport and to encourage all youth organisa-
tions to form sport bodies and netball clubs.

Asked if the club organisers members organisations
and activists only. He said, “'We organise the organised
and the un-organised. Our aim is to accomodate
everyone who believe in non-racialism, Oscar is not for
the organised only but for the un-organised also”.

He said the club was named by the team members in
mn consultation with the family. Oscar Mpeta United is
an affiliate of Guguletu Football Association. Later it
will affiliate to Western Province Council of Sports.
{ Wepcos).

In 1951 Oscar Mpeta was the General Secretary of
food and Canning Workers Union for many years. He
was not involved in the workers struggle only. He
joined the African MNational Congress where he was
elected as a general secretary. Later Oscar became the
vice President of the ANC in the Cape Region. He hold
the position until the organisation was banned. He
played an important role in Sactu, the umbrella body
of the Unions at that time.

Oscar Mpeta spent most of his life in prson,
bannished and banned. Even there he never stopped
organising. In 1980 he spent 3 years in prison with 17
others charged with terrorism. He was sentenced to §
years and released on R! bail.

When the UDF was formed in 1983 he was elected as
president of the Western Cape Region.

He suffered from sugar diabetes and had his leg
amputated, In 1985 he went back to stant his 5 year
sentence. Today Oscar is lying in Groote Schuur
Hospital suffening from Sugar Diabetes. He is a
National President of Release Mandela Campaign.

Rebel tours go ahead

MILLIONS of rands are being
wasted by the sporting authon-
lies in an attempt to bring rebel
teams to South Africa.

Taxpayers money is being
used to buy the country out of
its sporting isolation.

It recently emerged that a
tour by a group of Australians
was highly likely. Two Austra-
lian rugby players amved in
South Afnica apparently to
make the necessary armange-
ments al “behind closed doors™

talks.

ons.

policies,

Tours which take place a-
gainst the wishes of the majonty
and the Intermational commu-
n“:,r have been condemned h"_l"

sports and political organisa-

It is scen as mercenary acts
and an attempt by the authori-
ties to break the country out of
its international isolation due o
the governmenits apartheid

T

-

Action in the recent match Trgurhiru and City and Surburban at Fhl'tdu Park. Tygerberg won 11-3
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SA CUP REACHES
CRUCIAL STAGE

THE South African Rug-
by Union SA Cup Com-
petition has reached a
crucial stage as teams bai-
the 1t out for a place in the
quarter finals,

Tygerberg showed that
they are a force to be
reckoned with when they
beat the consistent City
and Surburban side by 11
points to 3. It was Cities
first defet for the season,

Tygerberg have now
forced a play-off with Cit-

s to determine who will
end top in the B section of
the 5A Cup compeution.
Cites were section of the
S5A Cup competition. Cit-
ies were victonous in the
first encounter.

Cup holders WP are
already through to the
quarterfinals. The excit-
ing WP team must count
among the [avounies 1o
annex the trophy this vear
agmn. They would how-
ever have to get past the

ever-improving Tyger-
berg machine. Tygerberg
gave an indication of their
strength when they beat
last years finalists EP 21-
13 in the Grigualand
West centenary celebraies
plaved at the University
of Western Cape last
month.

side should not be under-
estimated and should be
amongst the front run-
ners at the end of the
SEASON.

A section teams Somer-
sci and Easterm Province
clash soon to determine
who goes into the quar-
terfinals which section
winner WP,

In Section D, either the
Guguletu based WP
Board or South Western
Districts will enter the
quarterfinals, depending
on a play-ofl between the
two leams.

Two teams n each sec-
tion will go through to
the quarterfinals.

The consistent Cities

Adeeb Abrahams

off to the UK

BATTSWOOD and WP goalkeeper,
Adech Abrahams who was recently
named Federation Sportsperson of the
year will leave for the United Kingdom
so0n where he will participate in coach-
ing climics.
Abrahams, 28, had been highly favou-
red to win the presugious trophy.
Abrahams said recently that he was
looking forward to the tnp and was
excited at having been granted the
opportunity of travelling abroad.
According to sources, the agile goal-
keeper, who some belicve is the best in
the country, is very committed o im-
proving the standard of soccer within
the ranks of federation football.
Abrahams grew up in Wynberg and

{0

_“the poor man’s friend”]

“NOBODY BEATS
POPPY’S PRICES”

TELEPHONE
T2-2072

| we give you (he best of both workts — speed & quality..

ESQUIRE PRESS

(PTY) LTD.

VAMNGUARD DRIVE, ATHLONE INDUSTRIA 7764
PHONE: 637-1260/1

joined the Battswood Football Club
where he played for Some years in the
junior ranks.

He has remained loval 1o Battswood
and Federation ever since. He supports
the non-racial policies of the South
African Council on Sport.

Abrahams has been in goal for Batts-

wood for over a decade now and has
been the Western Province kecper for
more then five years.
Abrahams has been with Battswood
through thick and thin. The last few
years has been glory years for the
Wynberg Club.

They have annexed almost every
trophy going in the Western Province
Football Board.

VACANCY

GRASSROOTS is looking rtor a
| | dedicated and hard-working
person to fill the post of LEARN-
ING ROOTS co-ordinator.
Duties will include planning,
writing and producing LEARN

ING ROOTS, assisting students
with media workshops etc.

Please apply in writing, with a
full Curriculum Vitae to Grass-
roots PO Box 1161, Cape Town.
The post is vacant from 1 Au-
gust, or as soon as possible
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The National Launch of the UDF - 20 August 1983

IBE7 has been
vear lor the United De-
mocratic Front,

Al CAsy

But despite the State’s
intesified  artacks on the
argamisation, the UDF is
alive and well and is cele=
brating its fourth birth-
day this vear

Since the UDF was
launched in 1983 it has
been under constanmt at-

lack by the state

More than 30 members
have been charged wath
treason, thousands of
members have been de-
tainged  and have
been assasinated

My

The past vear has seen
the state's most calculated
attempt o destroy the
UDF when it was declar-
ed an affected organisa-

S

]
"

\

UDF Publicity secretary Patrick Lekola addres-
ses a nalional conference in 1985. He was
arresied soon after and charged with treason

/-Amien Halaal

TOPS FOR QUALITY

* POLONIES

UDF FIGHTS
FOR FREEDOM )

tion cutuing ofl its foreign
funding.

[he UDF has not been
intimidated by the attacks

Although many of their
key members are in hid-
ing W avord detention,
the UDF has developed
new methods of organisa-
tion, ensuring that their
message 15 heard.

I'he campaign for Na-
tional United Action
which the UDF launched
_il.'|'1I'I[|'- with l:'."nr..'atu and

hlg._t.u. S1 CAMpaigns organi=
sed by the UDF,

The UDF also launch-
ed a Christmas Aganst
the Emergency cam-
paigns to focus on the
plhight of more than 7 000
detainees who were sepa-
rated from their families
last Chrnstmas.,

The UDF fought the
Stale in numerous court
cases, challenging the
State of Emergency res-
tnctions and the affected
organisation ruling

Streel committees in
towmships, workers local
and parent teachers stu-
dent associations have
mushroomed throughout
the country, with many
UDF affiliates actively
nvolved in setting up

Meat Products

MANUFACTURERS OF
QUALITY COLD MEATS

= FRAANKFLURATERS = VIEMMAS

TOPS FOR TASTE

= SALISAGES

= SPICED BEEF #BURGER PATTIES

» MEAT SPREADS

= AUSSIANS

Tel: 637-8155/6

PO BOX 162 GATESVILLE
MASLOMOMEY RD , OFF EBAAHIM WAY ATHLONE IND 2

LAVIS DRIVE, BISHOP LAVIS 7490

l) 831-3266

these structures.

Problems facing com-
mumties such as weekend
violence, gangsterism and
rape were resolved by
'”H.".'cl.' commuitiees,

Black policemen pack-
ed up and left the town-
ships, leaving the commit-
tees to take over democ-
ratic control.

The UDF and the

MECC were both imsiru-

mental in the return of

school students at the be-
gnning of the vear

50 despite the States’
attempt 10 portray the
UDF as a violent organi-
sation determined 1o
cause havoe in this coun-
try, the UDF has gained
the respect of thousands
of South Africans.

It 15 determined 10 con-
inue the struggle for a
[ree non-racial and demo-
cratic South Africa.

AFTER three vears in the
incameral parluament, the
Labour Party has not de-
livered one of its election
promuses made in 1984,

Allan Hendrickse pro-
mused that should its par-
ty get to parliament, they
would eradicate unem-
ployment among the co-
loured population.

Today, thousands of
families are starving while
Labour Party MP's are
ving in luxury on their
fat salames.

Hendnickse promised
that he would solve the
housing crisis

loday, thousands of
families are without de-
cent shelter while plush
howses are being built for
MP's above Walmer Es-
tate,

Very few people believ-
ed Hendnckse's promises.
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Four years of jails and injustices, bullets and bannings,

have only made us more determined to fight

D

l

o\m

. and win!

4 YF.I\
BA L\.‘

with: Dullah Omar, Dr Allan
Boesak, Beyers Naude,

Faried Essack
speakers from: COSATU, SAYCO,

SWAPO, NECC, FEDSAW

For freedom, hudnreds of UDF members have laid down their lives

While Hendrickse, Rajbansi
fiddle with apartheid

Only 18 percent of the
coloured electorate turn-
ed up at the polls in 1984,
And Labour Party cre-
dibitlity has been drop-
g ever since, Instead of
“smashing aparthewd
from within® as Hend-
nckse vowed in 1984, the
partics participating in
the tncameral parliament
have bolstered apartheid.
They sat helpless while
Vicious security laws were
passed. They were there
while three State of Emer-
gencies were proclaimed.
The only noteworthy
act Keverend Hendnckse
did in the past three vears
was his swim at a white
beach in Port Elizabeth,
His swim was suppose-
diy in defiance of separate
amemties laws, but s
defiance soon CHANG-
ED TO AN APOLOGY
WHEN PW Botha casti-

gated him in front of the
enlire country.

The little credibility
Hendnckse gammed wath
his swim.- was soon lost
after his apology,

In 1984 the Labour
Panty said they were giv-
ing tricameralism five
vears o work,

Tricameralism is work-
ing smoothly, The white
House of Assembly is sll
in control of the country
while the House of Repre-
sentatives and Delegates
are given control of petty
“own affairs™ which have
little effect on the running
ol the country.

Although the two hou-
scs are given large bud-
gets o administer,
little 15 channelled into
improving the standard
of living of their people.

Amichand Rajbansi,

YErY

the leader of the House of
Delegates has made fre-
quent television appear-
ances where he has pro-
mised 10 supply adequate
housing for the Indian
COMmIMUMILY.

It remains 1o be seen if
Rajbansi’s houses live up
o s promises or if he
intends to build new ghet-
[0S,

But one fact is cleas
Trncameralism,
racial structure favounng
the white House of As-
sembly will neer meet the
demands of the people for
a democratic South Afni-
ca,

The challenge against
the State continues 1o
come from the extra par-
llamentary organisations
rather than those who
decided w0 work within
the sysiem,

with 11s
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