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IN the last issue of
Grassroots, we looked
at the changes thal the
President = Council
wants at a [ocal level
Here we will briefly
explain what changes
the PC plansat a govern-
ment level,

Over the vears, the
maost important body in
this country has been
parliament, It is here
that the laws are made
and decisions taken

our unity

|

which affect our daily
lives. Only Whites have
been allowed fo vole
and to stand for this
parliament.

The government is
now considering giving
this right to Coloureds
and Indians 3o that we
can be drawn closer to
Whites, They want o
do this because theoy
are worried about the
unity beifween Colour-
eds, Indians and Afri-
CARS.

HUMAN AWARENESS PROGRAMME

PROJEK EWEMENS

Are you involved in education. community
work, adhvice, research information, social
awareness, industrial or youth work?

The Human Awareness Programme
published BRIDGE - an index of organi
sations orented towards change in South
Africa. the 1983 editon is now in prepar-
ation. Do you want to be listed/

Contact D. Eppel, P.O. Box 95134
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DISTRIBUTORS
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HANOVER
DRAPERS
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MITCHELLS PLAIN
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MENS LEATHER SHOES
BOYS AND GIRLS LEATHER
SCHOOL SHOE

AND MANY MORE
BARGAINS
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499

Ronald’s

OF ATHLONE

CRAICRANT CENTRE LAWRENCE ROAD
ATHLEME
(Opp Post Office) PHONE: 67-2606

SPECILISTS IN MEN'S AND BOYS'
WEAR

TRY US, NOBODY CAN
BEAT US

25% DISCOUNT ON
ALL BOYS SPORTWEAR

& Whites,

DEAR MR
PRESIDENT

(Who ever

While they want to
gIVe US more say in par-
laiment, they are at the
game {ime considering
creding another body
above parhament. This
will be an executive
headed by a president.
* Parliament will elect
the State President who

will hold office for
SEVENn years.
# He will appoint a

Prime Minister and to-
gether, they will appaint
an Executive Cabinet

* The President and
pis Cabinet will be in
charge of day to day
government.

Voting

Coloureds
and Indians will have
tne right to wvote for
parliament. Those peo-
pie who own property
will have two votes and
those with companjes,
three.

® The four provincial
councils will be scrap-
ped and replaced by

eight regional bodies.
Each of these bodies
will be elected by

Coloureds, Whites and
Indians, who would be
omn separate volers
rolls. It is still unclear
how this will be deter-
mined,

THE President’s Council recommends that an
executive president be elected who will stand
above parliament for seven years, What will
these seven yvears hold in store for us? What will
the powers of this one man be? Manenberg resi-
dent, Mr Peter Johnson, has some idea and
decided to write this letter,

e

Sir,

Apartheid 5 alive
and will live on. The PC
wants to put vou in
charge of our country
for seven yedrs to make
sure that this happens.

T'he different colour
faces in parlisment will
mean very little. Power
will be firmly in your
hand. You will have the
right to dismiss the
prime minister, parlia-
ment and the gxecutive,
if they make you un-
happy. Why then does
the PC talk of power-
sharing?

How will power be
shared if you have all
the right over {7 It will
not matter to you if
Coloureds, Indians or
even Africans are in-
cluded in parliament,
because you know you
will have the final say.

In this way, the
government will be able
to fool some of our
people. But all of us
will not fall for this.

We do not want
Apartheid , Mr Presi-
dent, South Africa be-
longs to all who live in
it. We should all have
an equal say in the run-
ning of our country.

It is through our

sweal that this country
has been built, Our re-
ward? Low wages, bad
housing and poor edu-
cation

Instead of improving
our life, the government
is passing more terrible
laws which will help
you (o keep us down.
Some of these laws,
Mr President, will make
it possible for you to
put me into jail if 1
fight against low wages
and poor housing, if [
fight for a country
where we all have the
right to live decently.

Break

You will use thegs
laws ifo try and break
ourorganisations, where
we have the power. By
standing logether we
have learnt that we
have strength, You do
not and will not lke
this and will have seven
years in which to put a
stop o it Is this what

power-sharing will
mean?

Mr President, think
again,

We will not accept
this.

Yours sincerely

Mr Peter Johnson,
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SHRUBS, FRUIT TREES, SEEDS,
SEEDLINGS, POT PLANTS (LARGE
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