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The fight for

repairs continues

BESK Rasidents Asso-
ciation, are continuing
work on the mainte-
nance issue.

In keeping with
BBSK's strategy of
forcing Council to do
all repairs by flooding
the rent office with
complaints, many
streets have taken com-
plaint sheetzs back to
the rent office for the
second time around,

After complaint
sheéts had been lodged
for the first time about
seven months ego.
follow-up work revealed
that Council had res
ponded io a small per-
centage of complaints.

Most of the repairs
done by Councll
regponse (o the com-
plaint sheets were of
the minor sori.

Major repairs such as
leaking roofs, rusted
window [rames, rotten
doors and faulty elect-

rical witing ate il
being neglected,

At the end af last
vear, Council announ-
ced that it would use
R500 000 gained from
the sale of Bloemhof
Flats in District Six for
the maintenance of
houses,

However, there iz no
evidence that this
money 15 being used o
repair houses at all,

In a letter to BBSK,
Councll clamed (hat
this money would only
be used to repair houses
inte which new tenants
would be moving.

Before the new fen-
anits moved inioc the
house, Council would
steepd Tespomaihdlity
for doing whatever re-
pairs were needed.

However, after the
fenant had signed the
new lease he would
then be responsible for
all maintenance himself,

BESK.  feiecis  the
new lease provision on
maintenance and Coun-
cil's claims that they
have no funds for main-
tenance.

At successful street
meetings held befare
and after complaints
were lodged at the rent
office, tenants not only
expressed their anger
at Council's slow res-
ponse, but also their
determination to go
back to the rent office
again and agsin until
their demands were
attended to.

After going back to
the rent office for the

second time, Council
has speeded up its res-
ponse.

In Orchid Crescent,
Silvertown, for instance,
Council came fo do
most of the repairs last
maonth.

o DESPITE the fear of an

outbreak of cholera in
the area the Kewtown
drains are still in a sorry
state,

Twao years ago there
was a public outery in
Kewtown against the
gtate of the drang out-

side the flats.
According 1o one

doctor's report the

dirty, stagnant water

could lead to an out-
break of cholera.

The Council re-
sponded by sending
workers to clear the
drains. The water was
pumped out and swept
away.

However, nothing
was done about the
gtate of the drains,

It is obvious that
these dralns are ald and
neglécted and in a sad
state of disrepair,

Through a survey
conducted by the Kew-
fown Residents Asso-
ciation  tecently  the
following facts have
been brought to light
by the residents who
L=
®» Many drains have
been hlocked for as
long as they can re-
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Health problems

caused hy

blocked drains

member,
® The dirty stagnant
water has an unhealthy
smell.
®* Many children play
in or near the water —
this causes sores and
various skin problems
and other illnesses.
® The council sweeps
the water away but
does nothing about fix-
ing the broken drains,

The blocked drains
and filthy water that
goes with it is but one
of the problems that
contribute to the un-
heaithy tonditions
under which people
have to live in Kew-
lown

Among other things
the rusted window
frames, poor lighting on
the stairs, the old and

rusted baths are all
problems with which
the people are faced.
Many house meet-
ings have been conduc-
ted since the survey
wags done and the
following points were
rajsed:
® |t is the Council's
responsibility to fix the
drains.,
& A delegation would
be élected to see the
chie! medical health
afficer of the Council.
® An education pro-

gramme on  health
shoulkd be launched inm
the area.

® Ever since the

houses have been built,
some forty years ago
the rent has included a
fee [oFr malnlenance,

It is common know-

ledge that very little
mantenance repairs
have been done, that
the drains, electricity
and the baths are in
a bad state of disrepair.
* For many tenants in
Kewtown the averape
income is R250 a
manth. Many are either
pensioners or widows
who receive grants,

Tenants therefore
cannot Keep pace with
the staggering rise in
the cost of living let
alone burden themselves
with added expenses.

The KEA maintaing
that this programme
can only bear fruit with
the full participation of
all the residenis con-
cerned and the assist-
ance of other progres-
sive organisations,
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VISION FURNISHERS

July BEDDING

WITH EACH D/BED
PURCHASED

Enter our Airflex Orthopaedic
Bedding Competition and win
a luxurious

ORTHAPAEDIC DOUBLE BED

BONANZA

DOUBLE BEDSETS
AT R279.00 only

FREE SINGLE BED
WORTH R139.00

ADDRESS: .

QUESTIONS:-Why would you like to own an Onthapaedic Bed.

COMPLETED ENTRY FORM MLUST BE HANDED IN NOT LATER THEN THE Tth ALICUST,
982 AT ANY OF OUR BRANCHES!

RALPH SASAMAMN ARMIEM DOLLIE PETER JAPTHA
ADEN AVEMNUE 129 VOORTREKKER ROAD 219 MAIN ROAD
ATHLOMNE PARCW WYNBERD

TEL: 638-1i64 TEL: 92-T143 TEL: 77-BI95




