THE government in-
tends building even
cheaper houses for low
wage-carners in future.

The houses they
plan will no longer have
bare essentials  like
fences, washing lines,

Moor covering, ceilings,
pant on inside walls or
electricity.

This  will mostly
affect all those earning
less than B150a month

Al the momeni hou-
seg built by the povern-
ment are imadequate
and people in all areas
have emphasised ther
demand for adequate
houses and for comfort
and security,

Ihe idea to build the
cheap houses was told
to local authorities by

the Department of
Community Develop-
meEnt,

They said that the
Mational Housing Com-
mission, the govern-
ment body that con-
trols the money for the
building of homes, has
a shortage of money,

Community organi-
sations are asking.
"Where is the money
we spent on réents and
rates all these vears?
The government spends
millions of rands on
defence and sport. Why
can bt they spend more
money on a basic right
like housing? ™

People say they are
already suffering under
the present  housing
conditiong,

"The new houses
will just mean many
more porblems for
people already strugg-
ling to survive,” a
Bonteheuwel man said,
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Government plans to

lower housing standards

“The Eovernménl
has already been made
aware of the problems
we have with the present
houses in the townships.
A8 the houses get old,
they fall 1o pieces and
the authorities refuse to
maintain them

*How can they still
bulld cheaper houses
that will fall to pieces
qut:k:r and need much
mote  mamienance,
they can’t even main
tein our houses now?

“And il they expect
the people to maintain
the howses themselves,
they must really wani
to see our peaple suffer
even more. Where will
people who can’t even
afford to buy food, still
find money (o mamian
these houses? ™

Get involved

-says

CALLS for people to
become more involved
in their civic organi-
sations were made af
the lirst annual general
meeting of the Cape
Areas Housing Actions
Committee this month,
Cahac, officially lsun-
ched a YEAT  aEo.
presently represents 21
civic bodies

In addressing the
cloze (o 200 delegates
and obssrvers present,
Cahac chairperson, Mr
Wilfred Rhodes, said it
was very important that
a5 many people  as
possible be involved in
making decisions.

o  build
democratic organi-
sations meant more
than a show of hands at
meetings, he said.

strong

"It calls for grealer
involvement by all
affected people,” he
said.

The task was not for
those with confidence
to make decisions on

CAHAG

their own, Eather their
job was (o reach out

and involve others In
day-to-day work, he
said.

"It 15 this collective
involvement in decision-
making and action
which will be the real
medsure of how success-
fully we are organising,"
he said.

In his report assecre-
tar¥, Mr Trevor Manue],
stressed the need to
commil more people to
the organisation,

“"Truly people's or-
ganisations must pro-
vide a home for every-
bodyY in the commu-

to page J
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‘We can’
pay higher

husfares’

OVER 100 people rep-
resenting 23 residents
and trade union organk
gations have met (o
decide how they should
respond to the [atest
busfare increases asked
by City Tramways.

If the increasss arc
granted, bus passengers
will have to pay be-
tween 5 and 10 cents
more for a ride, Lasi
vepr the bus company
made an after tax profit
of over R3 mllion,

Peaple present were
ijuile angry. A spokcs-
person  for  Lavender
Hill sajd "*busfares are
already wery high, Our
people are ot the mo-
ment finding it quite

hatd to make ends meel.

Noes City  Tramwiays
want to see us starve?

FLASHBACK TO 1980

N

Motor workers have taken up the fight for a minimum wage with gr-raat‘
determination and militancy.

10 000 workers on strike

MORE than 10 000
Port Elizabeth motor
workers  walked off
their jobs during the
second week of July
affer management re-
fused (o raise  their
WaLES,

The workers, all
members of the Natio-
nal Automobile and
Alhed Workers Union
INAAWLU), demanded
an increase from H2 an
hour to B3 .50 an hour

They wenlt on strike
when an  Industrial
Council meeting bet-
ween the three motor
employers, Ford,
Volkswagen and Gen-

eral Motors and thewr
union had reached
deadlock,

Workers have since
changed thewr demand
for R3,50 an hour to
R2.50 an hour with in-

crenses up (o R3,50
over  the next 18
maonths.

However, the bosses
have refused (o budge
from thelr offer of
R2.15 At an Industrial
Council meeting this
week, they refusad to
negotiate until the wor-
kers returned to work,

Al a packed workers
meeting of about 3 500
later that day, workers

Women

roarded their disappro-
vil when the shop stew-
ard reported back the
aftitnde of the bosses
at the Indusirial Coun-
cil meeting.

The Chairman of the
branch committee of
Ford, M™Mr Douglas
Slingers, said the fight
wis for a decent living
wage for all workers.

He said the workers
had shown they were
prepared o0 meet the
asking for R2.50 in-
stead of R3,50,

But the bosses were
still takimg a hardline,
He said the workers
would “Test”  the

bosses the next day by
retuming to work, If
they are locked out by
the bosses, they would
meel again.

The Chairman of the
VW Committee said the
hosses affer was an in-
sult to the workers.

“Workers have (O
sefl their labour. They
want a share of the
profits,” he said.

The other Unions in
PE which represents
some  motor workers,
Macusa, has refused to
support the strike so far,
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A spokesperson for
one of the trade unions
said:

“We did not choose

to liwve in areas like
Mitchells Plain and
Guguletu, We used fo

lve near our places of
work, But  then the
governmenl passed the
Group Areas Act, and
they began moving us
left, right and centre.”

Another speaker
added “Since the
government moved us

Egainst our wishes, they
are responsible for the
big transport cosls and
should bear the brunt

Unite
The people present
called for  positive

action, with a represens-
tative of Mitchelis Plain
ayving: ""Only the peo-
ple can fight the bus-
fare increases. It is very
important that all the
people be united be-

hind their organi-
gation.”

A BBSK spokesper-
son added: “Already

wages are oo low and
we cannot afford the
high rents and the price

of hasic [(oodstuffs,
ARy incréase n bus-
fares will mean less

money for food.

After much discus-
ston I was decided thal
all organisations present
should lodge objections
al the offices of the

Mational Transport
Commission
Objections

The meeting felt it
important to ask trade
unions who were nol
present and the church
aofganisations fo  sup-
port this decision and

support the campaign
against busfare increa-
SE5.

The demands of the
people were spell aut
by a resident of Val-
halla Park

“The people must
control the transport
system, It must not be
provided by private bus
compantes o make a
profit, People should be
charged o fare they can
ifford.”

On Friday luly 23,
1982 over 20 resident,
trade union and church
organisations including
CAHAC, CTMWU,
FCWLU, GWU, lodgéd
ohjections at the affices
of the National Trans-
sport Commission

Education
Charter
-page 16
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Build our
organisations

Sunday, 11 July was a historic day for the
umbrella civic body, Cahac, The first annual
general meeting of the organisation, representing
21 civic bodies, was held in Lentegeur, Mitchells
Plain. Newly formed committees in Parkwood
Estate and Hout Bay applied for membership.
With time, it is expected that other committees
presently working in areas will seek membership.
Cakac can ouly grow and sheuld grow — this was
the message at the day-long AGM.

By joining your local civic organisation, you
are joining Cahac because this organisation is our
parent body.
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Mr Wilfred Rhodes, left, addresses delegates to

the Cahac AGM.

Some of the delegates and observers at the

day-long Cahac AGM.
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MITCHELLS PLAIN
has at last got a people-
based umbrella body
which will co-ordinate

dinating Committee
{(MPCC) and has a loose
Federal structure.

Each of the Plain's

the struggles of all those seven mass-based resi-
who live in the huge dents' bodies in the
Group Area township. seven areas — Eastridge,
The body is the Lentegeur, Portlands,
Mitchells Plain Co-or- Rocklands, Tafelsig,
——— = —
from page 1
nity around matters only the smoke. Qur
which are important to work must be to put
peaple.” out the fire which causes
“We are not trying the smoke. We must
to build a fancy Cahac wipe out from this

structure somewhere in
the air — organisation
must be built in the
community,” he said_
Mr Rhodes zaid the
goal of organisations
must nol only be io
fight high rents and bus-
fares, “We must szee
these problems as being

society all the causes of
our hardship."

At the end of the all-
day meeting held at the
Lengegeur Civic Céntre
in Mitchells Plain, nine
people were elected to
serve on the sieéring
commitiee.

Dry Cleaners
6 TOWN CENTRE, HANOVER PARK

FOR EXPERT DRY CLEANING OF:
All garments

Curtains

Chair Covers

Blankets

Bedspreads

PLUS

Complete Laundry Service
Garment repairs & alterations

Westridge and Wood-
lands elected from
their ranks two mém-
bers on the MPCC.

One of the two area
representatives 15 “'per-
manent' — which means
he serves a full term of
office of about a year,

Elected

The ather is ratating
— the areas are able to
change this represen-
tative from month to
month, or even from
meeting to meeting, o
enable as many people
as possible to gain ex-
perience at MPCC level,

The local residents
groups  keep  their
autonomy and will seek
direct affiliation to
CAMAC and to GRASS-
ROOTS.

The 14 member (the
number will grow as
new areas are opened

qup) Co-ordinating Com-

mittes elects 5ix
working officials. These
are secretary, assistant
secretary, treasurer,
Grassroots sales co-or-
dinator, Publications
Commities convenor

and Workshop Commit-
lee convenor,

The first elections
for these posts were
held on July 6, 1982,

An earlier structure
set up for Mitchells
Plain, the Combined
Mitchells Plain Resi-

Motor

Macusa is opposed to
Naawu's participation
in the Industrial Council
system,

dents Association
(COMPRA) was not
accepted by the people

because it was undemo-
cratic and many of its
officials were eager Lo
work with the enemies
of the people.

It also refused (o
take up issues affecting
the people.

On such issue was
the Electricity Due
Date. Council deman-
ded that electricity ac-
counts be paid a few
days before most people
received their salaries.
Late payment led to a
10 percent fine. Because
of the inconvenience of
the payment date most
people had to pay the
fine, giving the council
fots of extra money.

Campaign

The Rocklands Resi-
dents Association, who
had withdrawn from
Compra, the Portlands
Residents Association
which was never an affi-
linte, and a number of
concerned individuals
decided to tackle the
problem of the due
date.

They formed them-
stlves infto the Electri-
city Petition Committes
[EPC).

EPC waged a tireless
and determined cam-

from page 1

strike

There is a difference
however in the PE
motor industrial coun-
cil the union partici-
pating ensures full in-

paign which ended in
the council scrapping
the system of fines, in
all areas, more than had
been asked for.

After the victory
celebration the question
remained; What now?

What now?
Because such an
effective organising

group had been estab-
lished, it was decided 1o
continue until a mass-
based representative
body could be estab-
lished,

Soon EPC was offi-
cially representing Mit-
chells Plain on organi-
sations like the Cape
Areas Housing Action
Committee (CAHAC).

Democratic peoplés
organisations were star-
ted in Woodlands, West-
ridge and the new areas,
Eastridge and Tafelsig.

They joined EPC
and the stage was set
for the EPC to convert
into the MPCC.

But there were a
number of issues to be
settled first. What
should the name be?
Should the umbrella
body have unitary or
federal structure?

A unitary structure
would mean a strong
centralised body with
binding decision mak-
ing powers and who

would have branches
under it in the vanous
areas.

A Federal structure
wanld be & grouping of
autonomous mass-based
badies who carried full
responsibilities in their
own areas, These peo-

le's organisations

The system has been volvement of workers P

Shoe R&p&]l’!‘: criticised by & number on the factory floor in would “_’mtl Eﬂe.th:r
of independent unions. decision-making. oh & TRglOnA i

UMBRELLA BODY FOR PLAIN

discuss and co-ordinate
matters affecting Mit-
chells Plain as a whole.

EPC  organised a
week-end long work-
shop to tackle the struc-
ture question.

At the end of the
meeling opinion was
heavily in favour of the
Federal structure but
no decision was taken
a5 it wag fal that the
matter should first be
discussed by the areas.

All the area com-
mitiees came ouf In
favour of the federal
structure. On June 18 a
joint meeting of area
representatives formally
adopted the Federal
structure for the new
body.

The next week the
name Mitchells Plain
Co-ordinating Commit-
tee was adopted,

On July 8 the first
election was held.
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Phone 67-2129

KLIPFONTEIN ROAD. RYLANDS ESTATE
ATHLONE
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BELMOR
VIDEO HIRE

CNR. WOOD AND JOHNSON ROAD
RYLANDS ESTATE (opp. Habibla Orphanage)

LATEST FILMS AND
1982 WORLD CUP MATCHES
AVAILABLE

*

KAPRES WELDING
For all burglar bars & fences

PHONE 633-1555
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